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IM ART 
MAY 2012 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 

Thirty-seven candidates registered for this examination.  The breakdown of the Grades 
obtained by the candidates was as follows: 
 
Grade A B C D E F ABS Total 

No 0 1 10 8 7 8 3 37 
% 0 2.7 27 21.6 18.9 21.6 8.1 100 

 
In general, the performance of the candidates was low and the work presented shows a 
lack of commitment throughout the course of study; a number of candidates seem to have 
given more importance to superfluous mounting rather than to the standard of their actual 
work. 
 
Paper I (i) – Coursework 
On the whole, the average percentage mark for the coursework was not very satisfactory. 
The markers’ panel notes that despite repetitive reports for previous examinations, some 
candidates are still not presenting a good selection of works that show their commitment 
and development during the two-year course.  The portfolio should include project works 
and work from observation undertaken during the course of studies.  A good number of 
portfolios presented showed no course structure and a number of candidates even 
presented copies; this is to be strongly discouraged. Some candidates contented 
themselves in pasting photographs or illustrations; although the use of secondary material 
is not to be discouraged, it should not replace primary sources and personal studies. 
 
Paper I (ii) – Project 
In general, the attainment for the Project was also not so satisfactory.  
 
In the instructions to candidates, it is clearly spelled out that candidates are expected to 
show their investigation on the selected theme, and how their ideas change and develop 
through the various stages. A number of candidates only presented the final work. This 
lack of preparatory work is reflected in the final work. 
 
Paper II - History of Art 
Although a small number of candidates did quite well in this paper, in general the 
answers showed very superficial art-historical knowledge of the works being discussed. 
The essays presented by a good number of candidates were too short and lacked critical 
analysis. 
 
Paper II – Work from Observation 
The lack of artistic discipline in the coursework was reflected in the achievement of the 
candidates in this paper, where the candidates’ performance was generally low. A number 
of candidates managed to obtain a pass mark but the marks obtained were quite low and 
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there were no high flyers. Candidates need to give more weight to the practice and 
science of drawing – composition, form, modelling in light and shade, and texture. 
 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
 
July 2012 


