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Part 1:  Statistical Information

Table 1: Distribution of the Candidates’ grades for AM Accounting May 2013.

GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total

Number 12 71 153 71 86 116 36 545

% of Total 2.2 13.0 28.1 13.0 15.8 21.3 6.6 100.0

PAPER 1

Question 1
This first question in Section A, carrying 28 marks, tested the students' knowledge on manufacturing.
It was, by far, the preferred question in Section A and was attempted by 82% of the candidates.
Those who chose this question showed a good understanding of the topic and the average mark
obtained was 64%. This highly satisfactory mark implies that candidates tend to do much better when
answering questions based on a structured format.

Question 2
Question 2 tested the topic of Clubs and life membership. Although this is normally a favourite topic,
this time it was attempted by only 18% of the candidates.  The overall average mark was 51%.

Question 3
This question required candidates to prepare journal entries to correct a number of conceptual errors
and a revised statement of financial position. It was attempted by 68% of the candidates.  The overall
average mark was 43%.

Question 4
This question tested the candidates, knowledge on incomplete records and the use of control
accounts.  It was attempted by 63% of the candidates who showed a poor grasping of the topic.  The
overall average mark was only 23%, the lowest achieved in this sitting.

Question 5
This question focused on ratio analysis. It was attempted by 62% of the candidates. Candidates
appear to have not been well prepared on the topic and the overall result was poor with an average
mark was 27%.

Question 6
The last question of Paper 1 dealt with non current assets and disposal.  It was by far the most
preferred question attempted by 96% of the candidates. Given the relative straightforward
requirements and the fact that this builds on a topic already covered at ordinary level, the average
mark of 51% is somewhat disappointing.

PAPER 2

Question 1
The first question of Section A tested variance analysis.   This is always a favourite topic for students
and was in fact attempted by 80% of the candidates. The average mark was 47%.

Question 2
The second question of Section A was attempted by only 19% of the candidates. This question tested
the candidates’ knowledge of the topic of investment appraisal and the average mark was 37%.  This
may indicate inadequate preparation and/or understanding of this topic which requires more thinking
to be applied when compared to other proforma topics.
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Question 3
The third question of Paper 2 tested the candidates’ knowledge of job costing.  It was the most
preferred question and attempted by 95% of the students.  The overall result was very satisfactory
with an average mark of 53%.

Question 4
Question 4 required the candidates to calculate labour hour rate. Although this is usually a favourite
topic with students, in this sitting this question was only attempted by 20% of the candidates. The
average mark was 42%

Question 5
Question 5 dealt with process costing, another favourite topic due to the proforma answer.  It was in
fact attempted by 94% of the candidates who showed a satisfactory understanding of the topic. The
average mark was 45%

Question 6
The last question of Paper 2 tested the area of marginal costing.  The 89% of the candidates who
attempted this question appear to have been very well prepared on this topic, with the highest overall
average mark of 64%.
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