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SEC HISTORY
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Examiners’ Report

Part 1: STATISTICAL INFORMATION

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2015 session of the examination.

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL
PAPER A 6 27 31 21 19 - - 46 1 151
PAPER B - - - 1 6 13 6 19 9 54

TOTAL 6 27 31 22 25 13 6 65 10 205

% OF TOTAL 2.9 13.2 15.1 10.7 12.2 6.3 2.9 31.7 4.9 100

1.1 Statistical Information

The number of candidates who registered to sit for History – SEC May 2015 was 205. 151 of these
registered to sit for Paper II A while 54 registered to sit for Paper II B. Three candidates were provided the
support of a scribe and made use of a word processor to write their answers. A total of 46 or 30.5% of those
opting for Paper II A, failed. 13% of the candidates attempting Paper II B managed to get Grade 4 or Grade
5, 13 or 24.1.% obtained Grade 6, and 6 or 11.1% got Grade 7 while 19 or 35.2% were unclassified. There
were 10 prospective candidates or 4.9% who did not sit for the examination.

Part 2: COMMENTS REGARDING CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE

GENERAL COMMENTS

2.1 Markers have once more noted that many candidates still lack knowledge of basic historical terms and
concepts and the ability to produce analytical or interpretative essays. A number of candidates were also
unable to recall and interpret events and indicate their importance in their historical context.

2.2 A number of candidates also seem to lack knowledge of English vocabulary and consequently there
were instances when they did not understand the questions set.

2.3 There were some candidates who seem to have been prepared for specific topics and therefore could
answer certain questions fairly well, however there were candidates who could not give any good answers
to any of the questions indicating that they only had a superficial knowledge of historical facts.

2.4 There were candidates who still lack important basic skills when it comes to presentation and language.
Quite a few candidates find it difficult to express themselves clearly whether they write in English or in
Maltese.

3 Comments regarding Paper I

3.1 Paper I was divided into two Sections (A – Maltese History and B – European and International History)
each having three questions based on sources. Candidates were expected to answer all questions. There
were candidates who were unable to distinguish between primary and secondary sources or to interpret
them diligently.
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4 Specific remarks on Paper I

Maltese History

4.1 Question 1
(a) An event fit to be celebrated as heroic in a nation’s past history: It seems that some candidates did not
grasp the significance of the term ‘epic’ and simply wrote ‘yes’ as an answer without giving any acceptable
explanation. Few could explain that the Great Siege had a European-Mediterranean dimension – the
preservation of the Christian faith and the climax of a context for the control of the Mediterranean.
(b) Most candidates explained correctly that many historians ignored the role played by the Maltese during
the Siege.
(c) Quite a few candidates pointed out that as a result of the Siege, Malta became a permanent base of the
Order and Valletta was built. Many focused on the immediate results of the Siege and ignored the long term
ones.
(d) Many candidates provided the right response and indicated that the Order gained significance as a
strong organization that blocked the Ottoman threat to Europe. But practically no reference was made to
any European unified effort to withstand the Ottoman threat that climaxed in the Battle of Lepanto.
(e) Many answered correctly – Francesco Laparelli – though there were some who gave Girolamo Cassar
as an answer.
(f) Many indicated correctly that Source B is a secondary source. But there are still quite a few candidates
who cannot distinguish between a primary and a secondary source.
(g) Quite a few candidates indicated that in 1921 Malta gained a form of internal self-government through
the Amery-Milner Constitution.

4.2 Question 2
(a) A number of candidates confused Gerald Strickland with Thomas Maitland, Dom Mintoff or some other
historical figure and produced misinterpretations for the rest of the question.
(b) Many simply answered ‘yes’ without indicating that Strickland was the spearhead of the pro-British party
that was opposed by the Nationalist and pro-Italian party. However, a number of candidates explained the
point clearly.
(c) Many candidates simply described Strickland as Protestant and that he was all out to eradicate
Catholicism.
(d) Many candidates pointed out that he wanted to eliminate Italian influence on Malta without giving any
specific reason.
(e) Most candidates had no idea what the question was all about.
(f) Many candidates stated that the three quotes are primary sources. Only a few explained why. There was
also quite a few candidates who argued that the sources were secondary since they were quoted from
printed material.

4.3 Question 3
(a) Most candidates failed to explain the circumstances that developed in the 1960s which led to the
Maltese demand for Independence.
(b) Though many candidates gave an acceptable definition of ‘sovereign state’, many confused it with
colonial rule.
(c) Only a few candidates explained correctly that the Commonwealth is an intergovernmental organization
of former members of the British Empire under the leadership of the UK.
(d) Only just a few mentioned the Finance Treaty and the Defence Agreement of 1964. Many mixed them
up with other Treaties or Declarations.
(e) Only a few indicated that it was Dom Mintoff who amended these Treaties.
(f) Though a few candidates indicated that Malta became a Republic in 1974, there were many who gave
wrong dates mixing up Republic Day with other national days.
(g) Only a few candidates answered correctly that Source A and Source C are primary sources while
Source B is a secondary source.
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European and International History

4.4 Question 4
(a) Many candidates defined the Renaissance correctly.
(b) Most candidates listed Christopher Columbus, Vasco da Gama and Ferdinand Magellan as explorers
and also described their achievments. Some included Marco Polo who belongs to the Middle Ages. There
were candidates who failed to give a good answer.
(c) Though there were some good answers, many candidates failed to explain that explorers had better
weapons (guns and other firearms) to their advantage as a result of the invention of gunpowder.
(d) Many candidates referred to the ‘ long period of cultural decline and stagnation’ as the Middle Ages or
the Dark Ages.
(e) Many indicated Guthenberg as the one who introduced print technology.
(f) Many explained that as a result books could be produced more easily.
(g) Many candidates do not know what the doctrine of Humanism is all about.

4.5 Question 5
(a) Only some candidates identified Wilhelm II as the new Kaiser who was rocking the boat.
(b) Many candidates mentioned correctly the three countries represented by the other persons on the boat
though some referred to Austria-Hungary as Austria and mixed up Prussia with Russia.
(c) Most candidates simply explained that the Kaiser was doing so because he did not follow Bismarck’s
foreign policy. They ignored the term ‘aggressive policy’.
(d) Quite a few referred to the arms race but none mentioned the struggle over various colonies.
(e) Though a number of Option A candidates could explain the development of alliances that were
eventually formed before 1914, many others, particularly Option B candidates, failed to give any
explanation.
(f) Most candidates identified World War I correctly.
(g) Though many candidates provided the right answer, there were others who failed to identify Source A as
a primary source.

4.6 Question 6
(a) Many candidates simply quoted the source in their answer. They did not explain that the leaders of the
Big Three (USA, UK and USSR) decided upon the Allied administration of Germany, carried out  various
agreements (including the trial of war criminals, and the transfer of German land to Poland) and demanded
the unconditional surrender of Japan.
(b) Though many Option A candidates gave a satisfactory response regarding the statement of the US
Secretary of States Byrnes, many others failed to give an acceptable explanation.
(c) Many candidates simply wrote that Truman was the leader of the USA or some other state including
Poland.
(d) Many could not indicate who was Winston Churchill.
(e) Many could not explain the division of Europe into two opposing blocks – the Democratic West and the
Communist East. They gave a literal explanation of the term ‘iron curtain’.
(f) Only a couple of candidates could explain what the Marshall Aid was and what was its significance.
Many mixed it up with the Truman Doctrine.
(g) Though some Option A candidates identified correctly the USA’s interest in Greece and Turkey, many
others failed to explain that Greece and Turkey had an ideal strategic position for the USA to control the
USSR.

5.0 Comments regarding Paper II A

5.1 Paper II A was divided into two Sections (A – Maltese History and B – European and International
History). Candidates had to choose and answer two essays from each Section. This form also applied to
Paper II B but the questions were structured.

5. 2 With regards to the Maltese History section in Paper IIA, questions 1 and 5 were the most popular while
in the European and International History section, questions 7 and 8 were the most popular. The overall
performance was fairly adequate though quite good in some few cases.
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5.3 Table 2 indicates the distribution of questions chosen by candidates opting for Paper II A.

Table 2: Distribution of questions chosen by candidates opting for Paper II A.

Question No. of candidates choosing
question

Percentage of all candidates

1 96 64
2 49 32
3 15 10
4 16 10
5 95 63
6 21 14
7 93 62
8 93 62
9 31 20

10 34 22
11 24 16
12 22 14

6.0 Specific remarks on Paper II A

Maltese History

6.1 Question 1
This was the most popular choice among candidates and many of them answered satisfactorily, with some
answers being in fact quite strong. On the other hand, it is clear that the decline of the Order of the
Hospitallers in Malta is approached in a very formulaic manner with the uncritical acceptance of generic
ideas about the circumstances that led to the decline of the Order. For some reason, many candidates
exaggerated the so-called ‘revolt of the slaves’ as a factor leading to the decline of the Order, which was not
the case.

6.2 Question 2
The theme of this question was the ‘Language Question’ and many students chose to answer it. Some
students showed an adequate knowledge of this subject; in general, many were better at giving examples
rather than substantiating their answers. But it seems that a number of candidates do not know the meaning
of the saying ‘a storm in a tea cup’ and consequently misinterpreted the question. It seems this once
common saying is slipping out of usage.

6. 3 Question 3
This question was about emigration from Malta throughout the British period. It was the least popular
question. Although some candidates’ coverage of this subject was sketchy, a few candidates answered
satisfactorily.

6.4 Question 4
In this question candidates were asked to discuss the reactions of the Catholic Church in Malta to the
political aspirations of the Maltese. Unlike previous years, not many candidates opted to answer this
question on the theme of church-state relations. A good number of those that opted for this question
showed a generally satisfactory level of knowledge.
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6. 5 Question 5
This question dealt with Malta’s economic situation while a British colony. Answers here represented a
mixed bag. A few candidates answered quite well and maturely, but others showed a very shallow
knowledge of the matter.

6.6 Question 6
Quite a number of candidates opted to answer this question about Malta’s post-1945 foreign policy.
Answers varied in quality, but were generally of an acceptable level.

European and International History

6.7 Question 7
A very good number of candidates chose this question dealing with the causes of the French revolution.
Generally the answers supplied were fairly good. Candidates dealt with the prevailing conditions of the third
class, the autocratic rule of the King, the bankruptcy of the French Crown, the influence of the philosophers
and the American war of Independence and the character of the royal couple. Few mentioned immediate
causes such as the rise in prices, the disastrous weather of 1788 and the ruined harvest and the calling of
the States General. Some candidates went partially out of point describing at length what actually happened
during the revolution.

6.8 Question 8
This was also a popular question with candidates. Generally candidates managed to explain what caused
the Industrial Revolution and why it started in Great Britain. However, when dealing with its results
candidates tended to focus only on the prevailing social conditions such as the crowding of people in the
same dwelling, long hours of work, child labour, dangerous work, prevailing smoke in industrial areas and
no proper sanitation. Few candidates mentioned other results such as the expansion of the communications
system through railways and canals, the growth of population and the development of socialist ideas and
movements.

6.9 Question 9
Candidates choosing this question generally mentioned the three wars which led to German Unification
namely wars against Denmark, Austria and France. However, there was a general tendency to concentrate
mostly on the final war against France. Furthermore a good number of candidates did not explain
adequately how Bismarck engineered the isolation of the enemy before each war.

6.10 Question 10
A number of candidates dealt quite well with the prevailing situation namely the economic difficulties after
1918, the communist risings, the widespread unemployment, the allied demands for reparations and the
discontent with the Versailles Treaty. They also explained how Hitler stood for honour, prosperity and
military discipline. Other candidates were rather weak and few gave a good account of how Hitler took over
power. Some candidates even went out of point and were more interested in writing about his foreign policy.

6.11 Question 11
Most candidates explained how Khrushchev provided arms to Cuba, wanted to turn it into a Soviet nuclear
missile base and wanted to have everything in place before being discovered by the USA. They also dealt
with Kennedy’s ultimatum to remove all missiles from Cuba and the resulting naval blockade. They also
explained how the USSR had to back down. Candidates generally dealt well about the effects on the
protagonists involved. They explained how Khrushchev lost face at home and how this contributed to his
downfall in two years' time while Kennedy increased his reputation by managing to avoid war and forcing
Khrushchev to back down.
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6.12 Question 12
In the first part of the question candidates tended to deal exclusively with how Europe wanted to avoid
another war between France and Germany. Few candidates explained how European industries, trade and
transport had been almost completely destroyed during World War II and how Europeans wished to build a
united Europe to become a powerful trading area and wanted this Alliance to resist threats from powerful
USSR and USA. Few candidates gave a good chronological account how various nations consequently
joined the initial group of six, the development of the single market and closer union in recent times.

7.0 Comments regarding Paper II B

7.1 In the Maltese History section Paper IIB, question 5 was the most popular, followed by question 1 and
question 4. Question 6 was the least popular. In the International History section questions 9 and 11 were
the most popular. In this paper analysis and criticism is not expected, however a good listing of facts and
description is. Once again, candidates seemed to take this paper lightly. Consequently they often failed to
cover the whole question.

7.2 It was noted that a number of students did not follow the instructions given and therefore did not answer
the required number of questions; some seem not to have managed to answer all the questions in the time
provided. Many failed to show an appreciation of the link between the marks allotted to specific questions
and the length of the answers they should give.

7.3 Overall, it was a weak performance characterised by short answers, a lot of vagueness and the
proverbially poor English and Maltese of nearly all candidates.

7.4 Table 3 indicates the distribution of questions chosen by candidates opting for Paper II B.

Table 3: Distribution of questions chosen by candidates opting for Paper II B.

Question Chosen by Percentage
1 18 40
2 11 24
3 16 35
4 18 40
5 19 42
6 3 6
7 12 26
8 5 11
9 25 55

10 11 24
11 22 48
12 12 26

8.0 Specific remarks on Paper II B.

8.1 Question 1
This question about the last years of the Order in Malta was the second most popular, along with question
4. Students showed a basic grasp of the subject, but one riddled with imprecisions and stereotypes.

8.2 Question 2
Though the Language Question is usually a popular topic among candidates, not many candidates
answered this question. The quality of some of the answers was satisfactory, although a number of
candidates showed a glaring lack of basic knowledge.



SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2015

8

8.3 Question 3
This question was about the role of the Roman Catholic Church during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. The performance of candidates here was surprisingly poor, given that in previous years this
tended to be a popular subject of which the candidates had a good basic grasp.

8.4 Question 4
A good number of candidates chose to answer this question about emigration, but once again the basic
grasp of facts and trends was very poor. Moreover, a number of candidates answered this question about
historical emigration from Malta in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in terms of the current migration
phenomenon in the Mediterranean, indiscriminately merging the two subjects without offering any
explanation for this.

8.5 Question 5
Many candidates attempted this question about Malta’s economic development, but most answers were
unsatisfactory. A number of candidates stated that a major British project was the Wignacourt aqueduct,
which in fact was built in the early seventeenth century. Such gross mistakes show a thorough lack of
preparation on the part of candidates.

8.6 Question 6
This question about Malta’s foreign policy during the second half of the twentieth century was the least
popular, with only 3 candidates attempting it. One answer was extremely sketchy, while the other two were
also poor.

8.7 Question 7
Candidates generally explained how the King of France had complete royal power and his will was virtually
a law. They also gave a good account of the privileged position of the nobles. However, answers tended to
be rather weak when dealing with the influence of the philosophers and the bankruptcy of the French
Crown.

8.8 Question 8
Five candidates attempted this question. Ony two candidates indicated correctly four countries where
revolutions occurred in 1848. Though two candidates did comparatively well, the candidates failed to
explain the part played by Metternich, why the revolts occurred and to give reasons for their failure.

8.9 Question 9
Candidates did rather badly in the first part of the question and failed to adequately explain the increase of
the Nazi representation in the Reichstag. Some better answers were given for the second part dealing with
Hitler’s major ideas and promises. In the third part of the question candidates explained how he gained
power because he appealed to the German national sentiment since many Germans hated the reparations
which they had to pay and the war guilt Germany was faced to shoulder. In the last part of the question
candidates tended to deal with his foreign policy thus going out of point.

8.10 Question 10
Most candidates failed to answer adequately the first part of the question and to explain why Cuba changed
her policy. However, they knew what were Khrushchev’s intentions in helping Cuba and managed to
explain Kennedy’s reaction. However, they were unable to indicate the results of the Cuban crisis.

8.11 Question 11
Few candidates managed to explain how terrorism is violence against civilians to achieve political or
ideological objectives by creating fear. Some candidates managed to mention and explain factors which
lead to terrorism mentioning mostly ethnic conflict, opposition to a domestic government and religious
conflict. They also managed to name a number of terrorist groups. However, very weak answers were given
to the third and fourth parts of the question. Candidates generally failed to mention two ways in which
governments try to combat terrorism and failed to identify the main effects of terrorism.
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8.12 Question 12
Candidates’ attainment in this question was fairly good. The topics mostly chosen were the Enlightened
Despots, the Code Napoleon, the Continental System and Industrialization in Great Britain.

Chairperson,
Examiners’Panel 2015


