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IM History 
May 2008 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2008 session. 
 
Table 1: Distribution of Grades awarded in May 2008 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 5 8 30 17 6 11 4 81 
% of Total 6.17 9.88 37.04 20.99 7.41 13.58 4.94 100 

 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance 
 
A total of 77 candidates sat for the examination, while 4 others were absent. The highest 
mark obtained was 84%, with 9 candidates obtaining a mark in the 70%+ category.  
 
Several high-performing candidates were noted to have a good grasp of the subject 
material in answering the essay questions in Section A (questions 1 and 2), and to have 
engaged with the topic in their individual reading. Nevertheless, it was evident in a good 
number of cases that class notes were memorized by rote, and that the study skills, which 
should be acquired and applied at this level of education, were lacking, with little 
emphasis on adopting a balanced, critical and analytical approach. It was noted that 
several answers presented the past as a dry series of facts.  Related weaknesses were 
noted in several answers to the text-based questions (questions 3 and 4). It was noted that 
several candidates lack the awareness that there may be various interpretations of a 
particular moment in history, largely determined by the sources, bias and agenda of the 
historian. It is suggested that students should be directed towards a more interactive and 
analytical approach to the study of history. 
 
Question 1 tested the candidates’ knowledge and ability to write an essay discussing the 
general character of Malta’s economic history in the first half of the nineteenth century 
(1a); Malta’s strategic value in relation to international affairs (1b); and the emergence of 
the ‘Language Question’ (1c). Question 2 examined their knowledge of the French 
Revolution (2a); the Russian revolutions of 1905 and 1917 (2b); and Germany in World 
War I (2c). It was noted that several candidates had a good grasp of the factual basis, 
showing an ability to identify some of the main factors in these question. Nevertheless, in 
general, the candidates’ essay writing skills left a lot to be desired.  Questions (1c) (on the 
Maltese ‘Language Question’) and  (2a)  (on the French Revolution) proved to be the 
most popular with candidates. Some high marks were obtained with regard to 1a, but in 
general candidates did not seem to question the statement. Question (1b) was a very 
general question which tested knowledge of Malta’s strategic value in the nineteenth 
century in relation to the Mediterranean in international affairs. This type of question 
cannot be answered well unless the candidate has acquired a broad perspective, as well as 
the skill to relate different factors in the discussion. In question (2a), while the majority 
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of candidates could identify four major turning points of the French Revolution, fewer 
could justify their choices. A surprising number of candidates could not even identify the 
turning points themselves, either listing three or less, or else citing events which could 
not really be taken as such. Question (2b) was the least popular essay question with 
students since it required a reasonably good grasp of what happened in Russia in 1905. 
For the most part answers to this question were competent, indicating that better-prepared 
students opted for this question. About one-fourth of the candidates answered question 
(2c). The quality of the answers varied considerably. A number of candidates explained 
in detail the rising international tensions, European alliances and colonial conflicts, while 
others limited their answers to the competence or otherwise of individual statesmen of the 
time. 
 
The answers to the text-based questions in Section B show a balanced mix of choices. 
Question (3a) (on the establishment of the Council of Government of 1849) attracted a 
large number of answers, in view of its central place in Malta’s constitutional history. It 
was noted that candidates were generally familiar with the role and composition of the 
Council of Government, but less clear about the circumstances which led to its 
establishment. Question (3b) (an excerpt from the Report of Penrose Julyan, 1879) tested, 
among other things, the candidate’s ability to relate the extract to the main economic 
developments affecting Malta from the 1850s to 1879. It was noted that candidates were 
familiar with some of the main findings in the Report, but less confident in relating these 
to the period being investigated. With regard to Question (4a) (extract from the 
Constitutional Charter issued by Louis XVIII of France, 1814) the tendency to confuse 
issues and the chronological sequence of events was noted.  Questions (i) (iv) and (v) 
proved to be of some difficulty to a number of candidates.  Candidates opting to answer 
Question (4b)  (extract from Mazzini’s Appeal to the Italians, 1871) did relatively well, 
Questions (i) and (iii) seemed to prove the most challenging.  
 
In general, it is to be noted that grades A – B performances generally reflected a sound 
preparation based on individual reading and a confident factual knowledge of the topics 
included in the syllabus.  Linguistic proficiency is also frequently seen to be a major 
advantage in candidates who perform well, as they can express their ideas with ease. In 
contrast, it is evident that a limitation in language and writing skills, together with poor or 
limited factual knowledge, is a major problem for candidates in the lower bracket (grades 
D-E). This problem must be affecting their study and preparation, and not just their 
performance during the exams.  
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