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Markers’ Report  
 

Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
A total of 1800 candidates registered to sit for the examination. There were 747 
applicants for Paper 2A (Option A) and 1053 applicants for Paper 2B (Option B). There 
were 4.2% absent. 
 
Table 1: Distribution of grades for Social Studies SEC – May 2010 Session: 

Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Absent TOTAL 
No. of 

candidates:- 
     - -    

Option A 10 57 81 128 197 - - 259 15 747 
Option B - - - 143 239 101 129 380 61 1053 

 
 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance: 
 
Table 2: Paper 1 – Option A (732) 
Question                A1      A2      A3      A4      A5      B1      B2      B3      B4         B5 
Total Answers       732    732     732     732     732     732     732     732     732      732 
Total Mark          2254   2888   4450   4670   4794  3429   4018   4171  2728      5380 
Average Mark      3.08    3.95    6.08    6.38    6.55   4.68    5.49    5.69   3.73       7.31 
 
Table 3: Paper 1 – Option B (992) 
Question                 A1     A2      A3     A4       A5       B1      B2       B3      B4       B5 
Total Answers       992    992    992     992      992      992    992      992     992       992 
Total Mark           2382  2821  4945   4019    5285    3682  4484    3557   1182    4471 
Average Mark       2.40   2.84   4.98    4.05     5.33     3.71   4.52     3.58    1.19     4.51 
 
Remarks:  It should be noted that marks for Paper 1 were distributed as follows: Section 
A – 5, 10, 10, 10, 15 (Total 50) and Section B – 6, 10, 9, 10, 15 (Total 50) respectively. 
Option A candidates generally obtained a higher average per answer. Most of the 
candidates, of Option A and of Option B, found Question B4 difficult and scored a low 
average. 
 
Table 4: Paper 2 – Option A (732) 
Question     1         2         3         4         5         6         7          8 
Total Answers            296     437     109      625     550     179     398      331 
Total Mark                3201   4967   1175    6429   5910   1760   4308   3556 
Average Mark          10.81  11.36  10.78   10.28  10.75    9.83  10.82  10.74 



Table 5: Paper 2 – Option B (982) 
Question  1          2           3          4          5         6         7          8 
Total Answers         185       495      318      373      542     150       36      649 
Total Mark             3727    9418     6365   3957    9136    2287    254   10320  
Average Mark       13.96   13.09    12.55    8.42   12.12   10.30   5.64    11.28  
 
 
Remarks: While there was the same number of absent candidates from Option A, a total 
of 71 (or 10 more candidates than for Paper 1) was absent from Option B for Paper 2. In 
Paper 2 candidates had to answer four questions, one from each of four sections. Each 
question carried 25 marks. 
 
For Option A the most popular question was No.4, with No.7 obtaining the highest 
average (10.82) and No.6 obtaining the lowest average (9.83). The least popular question 
for Option A candidates was No.3.  
 
For Option B candidates the most popular question was No.8 and the least popular was 
No.7. Option B candidates scored the highest average in No.1 (13.96) and the lowest 
average in No.7 (5.64). 
 
Language Option 
 
The number of candidates who opted to answer in English remains low, as indicated 
below: 
 
Option A 
Paper 1:  161 candidates or 22% of 732 candidates present. 
Paper 2A: 151 candidates or 20.6% of 732 candidates present. 
 
Option B: 
Paper1: 167 candidates or 16.8% of 992 candidates present. 
Paper 2B: 169 candidates or 17.2% of 982 candidates present. 
 
All  candidates: 
Paper 1: 328 candidates or 19.02% of 1724 candidates present. 
Paper 2: 320 candidates or 18.60% of 1714 candidates present. 
 
Part 3: Comments regarding Paper 1 
 
General Remarks 
 
1. A good number of candidates tended to show a high level of sensitivity to issues 

raised in the questions, but they lacked the appropriate tools of analysis to focus 
adequately on them. 



2. A great number of answers were in simple narrative form without any fragments of a 
conceptual content. Students need to understand that in their answers they are 
expected to convey relevant conceptual detail with relatively critical discussions. 

3. A good number of candidates who answered in Maltese were by and large articulate 
in expressing their ideas. This could also be said for a good number of candidates 
who answered in English. However, there were answers, whether given in Maltese or 
in English, which were incomprehensible due to the fact that certain candidates did 
not know how to answer the questions given. A number of candidates still need to 
develop skills in writing sentences and how to express themselves clearly in simple 
idiomatic language. 

   
Specific Remarks 
 
Section A 
1(a)   Although in many answers the distinction was made between primary and 
 secondary socialisation, very few candidates explained it as a process through 
 which members of society internalize the values and norms of society. Very often 
 it was defined in terms of interaction and interrelationships. 
1(b)  Very few candidates defined ‘social role’ as a set of norms prescribing behaviour 
 in a specific situation. The majority of answers were at a tangent defining it as a 
 duty which every citizen is bound to perform for the benefit of society. 
1 (c)  Overall ‘sanction’ was well explained and illustrated with apt examples. 
1 (d)  The definition of ‘values’ was often too generic. Many candidates showed 
 lack of grasp of the concept. 
1 (e) Answers tended to be full of rhetoric, very often pandering to romantic nostalgia. 
Many candidates mentioned farming, fishing and lace making as examples. 
 
2.  Some answers were deep in an analysis about the social features differentiating an 

industrial from a non-industrial society. However most of the answers were very 
simplistic and narrow in focus as the differences between industrial and non-
industrial societies were explained in terms of the advanced/backward dichotomy 
with candidates referring to first world and third world countries without 
explaining the characteristics of first world economies. Very few answers referred 
to the economic aspect of industrialization.  

 
3.  This was a question which was generally within the grasp of the candidates. The 

median mark for this  question is quite good as the majority of candidates 
addressed the question adequately. Very few, however, explained the new 
educational structure with the DQSE as regulator of standards and the DES as the 
provider of educational services.  

 
4. Overall the answers were clear and lucid. But there were candidates who are not 

sure of the meaning of the term ‘role’. 
 
5. Most of the answers, based on common sense knowledge, tended to be either 

rhetorical or simplistic in their interpretation. Very few managed to identify the 



prime movers of change. The assimilation of new words from foreign languages 
in the Maltese vocabulary was perceived as a prime mover of change. This is a 
typical case of a focus on the symptoms rather than the causes. 

 
 
Section B 
1. An apt definition of NGO was given by the majority of candidates with most 

candidates mentioning Caritas as an example. However the examples given were not 
always relevant as the names of some campaigns (e.g. Puttino Cares, Strina) rather 
than a proper name of an NGO were given. There were candidates who listed the 
Catholic Church as an NGO. 

 
2. The different forms of immigration given were illegal/irregular and legal/regular.     

There were some students who gave a clear definition of a refugee. There were a few 
answers which dealt with the difference between internal and external migration. 

 
3. (a) A narrow and simplistic interpretation was given of ‘Human Rights’. Very few 

candidates referred to the UN Declaration of Human Rights.   
(b) The root cause of persecution was very rarely identified. 

       (c) Answers regarding poverty tended to be either rhetorical or preachy. 
 
4. Many candidates failed to get any marks for the answer to this question as most of 

the answers were at a complete tangent. A sizeable number did not attempt to  answer 
it. 

 
5. Most of the candidates were platitudinous in their approach, failing to engage in a 

lively discussion about the issue posed in the question. They failed to meet the 
requirements of the question though there were candidates who brought up the 
argument that the Maltese should respect the dignity of illegal migrants and their 
right to shelter and free medical care. The average mark for this answer is very low.   

 
Part 4: Comments regarding Paper 2A 
 
General Comments 

 
1. Candidates should understand that the aim of Paper 2A is to provide an opportunity for 
candidates to deal with a number of areas in depth. Most of the answers given were rather 
disappointing and off the expected mark. A slight acquaintance with the topics in 
question will not be sufficient to enable candidates to produce the answers expected at 
this level. 
 
2. Only a limited number of candidates who sat for Paper 2A seem to have been well 
prepared. These candidates not only studied intensively the various social concepts listed 
in the syllabus but were also well-disposed to engage such notions in rational and 
dialectical manner. Here it is positive to note that this limited number of candidates 
demonstrated that they had engaged themselves in perusing publications other than the 



expected textbook materials leading to sociological arguments and evidence that were 
both intellectually challenging and refreshingly different.  
 
3. It is unfortunate to note that many candidates were not well-prepared.  They answered 
the questions in a very shallow manner. Many erroneously assumed that they can do well 
by regurgitating memorised notes or by answering the listed question on the strength of 
common sense, general knowledge, and everyday social experience.  
 
4. In the majority of cases, the scientific approach to the subject was rarely evident. In 
fact, many candidates gave superficial answers showing that no in-depth study of the 
subject was made in preparation for their sitting for the examination. 
   
5.  The answers generally manifested a lack of knowledge of the basic terms or concepts, 
skills and attitudes expected in Social Studies.  
 
6. Another disquieting issue is the fact that in a number of cases the introductions and 
conclusions of the answers given were highly identical. This generated an impression that 
candidates are basing their answers on memorized model answers. It seems that 
candidates require further preparation to be able to reach the required level. 
 
7. A number of candidates also showed evidence of intensive memorisation of text-book 
material. There were quite a few who produced answers without even paying attention to 
the main issue in the question. In fact, on many occasions candidates did not answer the 
set question and instead gave textbook answers on the subject matter regardless of the 
specific issues addressed in the examination question.  
 
8. The answers produced give the impression that quite a few candidates have a very low 
level of intellectual and academic ability – they seem to have neglected the subject for 
long periods of time but then tried to cram everything in a few days prior to the 
examination. 
 
Specific Comments 
 
Section I 
Question 1 
Many of the 296 candidates who attempted this question did point out that social mobility 
constitutes the movement of people between different social positions. However, only a 
few succeeded in highlighting the difference between vertical and horizontal mobility. 
Many overlooked the effects that social mobility has on society or how society has to be 
meritocratic in order to make mobility possible. In comparison it is encouraging to note 
that a significant number of candidates did make reference to the works of Karl Marx and 
Max Weber.  
 
Question 2 
Answered by 437 candidates this question was the third highest attempted question in the 
whole paper. The majority succeeded in scoring fair marks highlighting how 



technological development implies the application of knowledge to production in the 
material world and how this involves the creation of instruments used in man’s 
interaction with nature. Notwithstanding this very few candidates succeeded in showing 
how technological development today has become very fast and advanced to such an 
extent that as a result production is quicker and better than crafts. Similarly the majority 
failed to show how this development has brought about an enormous increase in output 
and in a wide variety of goods and services which have revolutionised our way of life.  
 
Section II 
Question 3 
Only 109 candidates attempted this question making it the least popular question in the 
whole paper. Candidates were expected to show how religion is made up of a set of 
beliefs and rituals which are adhered to by members of that particular religious group. 
Very few candidates succeeded in explaining how while on the one hand religion is a 
source of personal solace and support, on the other hand it has often been the cause of 
intense conflicts and struggles. Similarly only a small number succeeded in mentioning 
that there are monotheistic and polytheistic religions and in showing how religious ritual 
includes prayers, chanting, singing, fasting, ceremonials held in specialised places such 
as churches, temples, mosques, etc.  
 
Question 4 
This was the most popular question in the whole paper. It was attempted by 625 
candidates. Many candidates succeeded in showing how work is a central activity in 
human living, involving mental and physical efforts and how humans in their attempt for 
survival, utilise the natural environment to produce various objects. Work also provides 
an identity to every individual while at the same time having a social and economic 
meaning. It is through work that people contribute towards a better living for themselves 
and for their fellow humans.  
 
Section III 
Question 5 
This question was answered by 550 candidates. Many were not clear on the difference 
between gender and sex roles and how gender roles are created by society and culture at 
different places and in different historical times.  The majority confused roles with jobs 
demonstrating a poor understanding of what constitute roles. Hardly anyone succeeded in 
distinguishing between ascribed and achieved roles. Similarly others spoke about equality 
of rights rather than of roles. While a few did succeed in explaining the creation of role 
stereotypes in society and the function of the feminist movements, the majority of 
examples given both from the Maltese and international contexts referred only to the 
female’s traditional role as a mother and her work in the house to working in paid 
employment.  
 
Question 6 
This question in which candidates were requested to argue whether economically-driven 
immigrants are being discriminated against in the countries of destination was only 
attempted by 179 candidates making it the second least popular question in the whole 



paper.  Moreover, very few understood correctly what is meant by ‘economically driven 
immigrants’ and spoke only of generalised immigrants. Similarly not many candidates 
did point out that these immigrants need to be respected as human beings and that they 
are entitled to freedom, justice, peace, and a decent livelihood. When asked to give 
arguments to substantiate their answer a good number mentioned that the Maltese are 
afraid that these economically-driven immigrants are taking the jobs of the Maltese, 
others said that the jobs which they are carrying out are menial jobs which the Maltese 
shun from doing. All, however, agreed that the majority of these immigrants are receiving 
very low wages.  
 
Section IV 
Question 7 
This question was tackled by 398 candidates. Many thought that this was an easy 
question. Very few gave the right definition of globalisation namely the development of 
social and economic relationships worldwide. However, many did speak of the concept of 
the world as one village. Similarly a good number of candidates succeeded to explain 
what is meant by ‘media’ and what its proliferation across the world consists of and how 
television, satellite and cables, as well as the internet have resulted in an information 
revolution. While highlighting the positive aspects of globalisation, a number of 
candidates did discuss its latent negative functions. Many did speak of exploitation and 
how it threatens employment opportunities, how a country’s autonomy is threatened, how 
globalisation can affect democracy and how free competition threatens social rights. But 
almost no one mentioned how many aspects of people’s lives are influenced by 
organisations/networks situated thousands of miles away from the societies in which they 
live. 
 
Question 8 
331 candidates attempted this question in which they were asked to show how Malta can 
reduce the adverse effects of climate change. Although a good number of those who 
attempted this question did succeed in giving the right answers as to how the adverse 
impacts of climate change can be dealt with, the number of those who encapsulated their 
answers within the Maltese context was much lesser. This clearly shows that often 
candidates come prepared with model answers. The same argument is manifest by the 
fact that only a minority of candidates succeeded in explaining how Malta is at greater 
risk to the negative impacts of climate change due to the following reasons namely: it is a 
small country; it has a high population density and is also very limited in its resources. 
 
Part 5: Comments regarding Paper 2B 
 
General Comments 
 
1. The assessment criteria of Paper 2B require that the level of Paper 2 in Social Studies, 
presents structured questions. However, candidates did not always give attention to marks 
allotted to the different parts of the questions, with the result that parts which carry the 
highest mark, usually part (c), were answered in short or very superficially. Prospective 
candidates should be made aware of this expectation and be encouraged and trained to 



give an extended answer in this part of the question rather than write a short paragraph or, 
even worse, a few lines. 
 
2. There were very few candidates who did not answer all four questions as instructed by 
the rubrics. However, a small number of candidates ignored the rubrics and either 
answered all the eight questions or answered two questions from the same section. Some 
candidates even failed to write the question number on the answer booklet to denote the 
questions chosen.   
 
3. There were sporadic cases when candidates answered the three sections of the question 
in one continuous piece of writing rather than answering each section separately as 
expected.  This made it somewhat difficult for markers to award the respective marks. 
 
4. Candidates tended to do better when asked about events and issues which are relevant 
to their life experience and which are within their sphere of knowledge. They do not seem 
to be conversant with all the aspects of the Syllabus with the result that they found certain 
questions requiring an international perspective rather difficult.    
 
5. Many candidates still need to learn to approach the subject with a more social-
scientific rigour and to give an indication that they have done some selective reading in 
preparation for the examination. 
 
6. There seems to be some feeling of comfort in many of the responses when one notes 
that Social Studies is helping to make students more aware and more knowledgeable of 
topics like climate change, sustainable development, understanding of deviance, 
integration of deviants, and the overcoming of stigma.  This is, however, balanced by the 
fact that only a few candidates are prepared to use sociological concepts and tend to 
simplify their arguments, limiting the discussion to commonsense observations. 
 
 
Specific Comments 
 
Section I 
Question 1 
For most candidates, stratification signifies class, namely upper, middle and lower class.  
Other forms of stratification were rarely mentioned in the answers.  Sometimes castes 
were also referred to as classes. Most candidates have a general idea of what social 
mobility is although very few linked it to changes in social stratification as required.  For 
example nobody made observations such as the reduction of the working class and the 
expansion of the middle class in the past decades. Quite a few candidates gave “poor 
people” as an example of a class.  Others mixed up classes with global stratification 
referring to less developed countries as lower classes. 
 
Question 2 
This was the third most popular question. Most candidates have a very narrow view of 
technology.  For many, technology is something related to communications or computer 



technology.  Hardly any reference was made to other forms of technology or to 
technology linked to other historical periods. Many candidates only mentioned positive 
effects of communication technology. Further, although the question on social change 
carried 15 marks, most candidates discussed it briefly and only linked it to 
communications technology. 
 
Section II 
Question 3 
It was surprising to note that a significant number of candidates do not know what 
monotheism is.  Some mixed it up with monotony or with atheism. Among world 
religions, Satanism, Jehovah Witnesses and Atheists were often mentioned. When 
discussing Christianity, it was common to use the “we” instead of objective, sociological 
language.  Many candidates did not have enough knowledge about other religions e.g. 
claiming that Buddhists have many gods or that Buddha is their god.  Islam seems to be 
the most familiar yet many candidates mixed up aspects of different religions.  
 
Question 4 
A significant number of candidates referred to division of labour as the difference 
between economic sectors or people having different roles at work. Most candidates do 
not know what “industrial relations” mean. Instead, candidates often referred to relations 
between Malta and other countries, relations among workers, relations between Maltese 
and foreign companies or relations between different factories in an industrial zone. 
 
Section III 
Question 5 
542 candidates answered this question, making it the second most popular question.  
Most candidates restricted their definition of deviance to crime (serious crime such as 
murder or theft) although quite a few did widen the definition and mentioned non-
conformism and going against the current, etc. Regarding the social integration of ex-
convicts, many candidates focused only either on what the ex-convict should do, e.g. 
change his/her life, repent, show that s/he will not commit more crime or to the 
attendance of courses and finding work.  Many candidates took the opportunity to take a 
moral approach and to say what we should or should not do e.g. accept them, forgive 
them, etc. on a very superficial level without suggesting any concrete ways in which 
society can integrate such persons. 
 
Question 6 
Not a very popular question. It was only attempted by 150 candidates.  Many know what 
welfare state is. But they are not so familiar with the term “welfare society”. Many 
restricted the concept to the private sector and failed to mention NGOs, the family and 
the community. Moreover, many answered the question about the role of the state in a 
very superficial way restricting their discussion to the giving of benefits to people in 
need. 
 



 
Section IV 
Question 7 
This was the least popular question – only 36 candidates attempted this question. Most of 
the candidates did not answer it properly. Some mixed up supranational organisations 
with multinationals.  Part of the low scoring was due to the fact that the candidates found 
it hard to explain the relations between nation states and supranational organisations. 
 
Question 8 
649 candidates attempted this question, making it the most popular question. Answers 
given indicate that many candidates have an idea of what sustainable development is but 
few gave a clear and satisfactory definition of the term, although they managed to explain 
adequately the process of greenhouse effect. Effects were restricted to respiratory disease 
and damage to the ozone layer (in its many spelling versions) and higher temperatures. 
With regard to measures to implement an environmental policy, many candidates could 
come up with suggestions such as the use of renewable energy and waste separation or 
less use of plastics or CFCs.  But quite a few candidates are still confused with the term 
“greenhouse effect”, indicating solutions linked to the cultivation of products, not using 
greenhouses, building bigger ones, not using plastic for building greenhouses and so on, 
thinking that the problem is the use of greenhouses and that it is they which are producing 
gases. 
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