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Introduction 
 
The number of candidates registered for the SEC examination in Geography totaled 276 of which 
153 (3 absent) opted for Paper A and 123 (13 absent) for Paper B. The report carries details 
pertaining to the answers to each question, comments on the projects and accompanying tables to 
give a numerical breakdown of the candidates’ performance.   
 
Statistics 
 
Table 1 below summarises the general performance in the examination: 
 
Table 1:Distribution of candidates’ grades for the SEC Geography Exam - May 2010 
 

Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Absent TOTAL 
No. of 

candidates:- 
          

Option A 24 44 46 22 6 - - 8 3 153 
Option B - - - 8 30 17 21 34 13 123 

 
 
Paper I (A) 
Question 1: Map work 
A map extract for Gozo at a scale of 1:25,000 was included in this question. This question was 
answered by all candidates with an average mark of 12.0/20 for candidates taking paper A and 
6.5/20 for candidates taking Paper B. Most of the candidates answered correctly to sections a-c 
where the numerical and orientation questions were to be found. The average marks awarded to 
each question are in the tables below. However low marks were obtained by most candidates 
when answering part (d) where candidates had to write about the site and situation of the urban 
development around Victoria. Candidates who registered for Paper B found this part particularly 
difficult. 
 
Question 2: Identification 
This question was essentially a test in identifying locations from a set number found in the 
syllabus. The 12.0/20 mark obtained overall was rather low with the identification of ocean 
currents and biomes proving to be the most difficult to answer. However candidates taking the 
paper B option found it difficult to identify the location of some of the plate boundaries. The lack 
of overall knowledge, indicative of proper preparation, made many candidates leave out sections 
of this question. 
 
Question 3: Soils 
Seventy-six candidates registering for the Paper A option obtained an average of 13.5/20 marks.  
Although most of the answers were well planned out and 26/76 candidates obtained 15/20 or 
more  for their answer a number of candidates failed to give a proper answer pertaining to a 
geography question. The candidates who obtained the highest marks were the ones who provided 
a diagram for the soil horizons.  Fifty-four of the candidates who registered for paper B opted to 



answer this question. Unfortunately very few ventured beyond the basic knowledge of the soil as 
a medium for the growth of plants. As for part (b), this was left out by many candidates; very 
little knowledge of soil horizons was clearly evident and a number even mixed up the 
descriptions for the soil profiles. Answers to part (c) were better. 
   

 
Question 4: Storms and sea-level change 
Answers to parts b and c from candidates attempting this question were much better than the 
answers provided for parts a and d. The main reason is that a number of candidates could not 
answer the question through the diagrams requested but found it easier to interpret the photo 
presented with the question and to give their opinions as to the effects of possible sea-level 
changes. Sixty-seven candidates who opted for paper B answered this question. Again it was 
clear that quite a number of candidates have difficulty in answering theoretical questions to the 
extent that some confused their answers by tackling different types of weathering and erosion 
instead of the dangers posed to humans. Part (b) asked for a diagram, most candidates left this 
out, however a small number correctly drew a good sketch and used it to illustrate the difference 
between a sea wall and a boulder barrier. As for part (c), this was attempted by more candidates 
however only few responded that the higher sea levels would cause storm surges to affect the 
coast at levels far inland than today.   
 
 
Question 5: Desert landscapes  
This question was the least popular with candidates and answers varied substantially with some 
candidates finding it rather difficult to explain how water can be an agent in the formation of 
desert landscapes but fared better in describing three desert landscapes that result from the 
presence of water. Only a few candidates taking option b answered this question and those who 
did provided rather weak answers. For example no single candidate mentioned the erosion 
caused by water through flash floods and chemical weathering. The same applies for the features 
asked for in part (c) of the question. Apparently this topic is not being given its due importance. 
 
Question 6: Weather interpretation 
A fairly popular question that included a figure which seemed to assist candidates in presenting 
the answer. In addition, the overall knowledge as to the typical characteristics of the 
Mediterranean climate was commendable as was the distinction between the different fronts 
shown on the map provided. Interpretation as to the type of weather that was expected over 
Naples and Sardinia were also largely correct. Candidates opting for Paper B performed best in 
answering this question from the ones that are not compulsory, however they did avoid the use of 
scientific terminology and generally relied on giving an overview of the weather conditions. It 
was in part (b)(ii) that most candidates answered correctly. As for parts (c) and (d) answers were 
varied with many candidates opting for using superficial terminology instead of the technical 
nomenclature expected.   
 
Question 7: Ox-bow Lake  
This is normally a topic that is popular with candidates, however just less than ten per cent 
attempted this question. The main reason for this is that candidates were asked to give the 
explanation for the formation of ox-bow lakes through the help of a series of diagrams. The 
overall impression given is that candidates are shy of using sketches and drawings in answering 



questions. In fact the few students who obtained a very high mark in tackling this question found 
the time to develop a series of sketches. This was also apparent in their answers to other 
questions. Those opting for option B provided good answers and many gave the correct name of 
the landform although most of the descriptions of the processes involved in this land formation 
were superficial. In part (b) many candidates attempted to draw a diagram and in several cases 
these were to the point, however labelling the diagrams left much to be desired and it must be 
stressed that diagrams without labels are of little use and remain unclear.  
  
Question 8: Urban heat island 
The diagram presented with the question was of great assistance to candidates and it was 
expected that the average mark obtained should have been higher. The main reason is that there 
was a lack of technical terminology in explaining why the line representing the heat generated 
over an urban area was not uniform. As for part (b) candidates were more knowledgeable in 
proposing the measures to implement so as to decrease the high temperatures prevailing in 
densely populated areas.  Option B candidates gave a poor account in answering this question in 
that a number of candidates related heat to pollution only, others mentioned that global warming 
was the only reason why urban areas have higher temperatures than suburban and rural ones. As 
for part (b)  candidates found it hard to include that in the construction of buildings reflectivity 
should be kept in mind, the provision of shaded areas and water sprinklers around the town apart 
from traffic measures to reduce the generation of urban heat. Answers to questions like this one 
should be treated from a multi-faceted angles and not just tackling one issuesuch as the reduction 
and control of vehicular traffic.  
 
Paper II A 
 
 
Q.1   Re: Internal population movements 
 
This was a very popular question being chosen by 125 candidates out of the possible 153. 
However, some candidates went astray in their answers when they referred to EXTERNAL 
migrations and basically referred to the recent historical movements into Western Europe from 
Eastern Europe and North Africa or to the movement of Mexicans into US territory.  Many 
others, however, followed the right track and commented on the causes and effects of rural 
depopulation, which had started even before the Industrial Revolution in Europe. 
 
Q.2    Re: Mega cities and challenges being faced 
 
Some definitions of mega cities were not quite correct, since some candidates indicated any large 
city as being a mega city rather than those with over ten million inhabitants.  However, many 
good points were provided and related to challenges being faced by mega cities. In fact, many 
candidates were able to explain well the reason why mega cities in developing countries are 
growing at a faster rate than those in the developed world.  50 candidates opted for this question 
 



Q.3   Re: The problems of mobility and transport in areas with a high density of  
                 population 
 
Only 36 candidates chose to answer this question, even though one could focus on the local 
situation of these evident problems.  However, answers were quite good with correct indicators 
and explanations of mobility and transport problems in areas with dense populations, especially 
with reference to the Inner Harbour Region in Malta. 
 
Q.4    Re: High Technology Industry  
 
Many seem to have considered this question as being rather difficult as only 26 candidates opted 
for it.  However, these few answered fairly well.  There were specific references to the “sunrise 
industries” with good definitions and specific locations of such industries in USA (The Silicon 
Valley) to UK (The Sunrise Strip) and other points covered well by the syllabus. 
 
Q. 5  Re:   The Mediterranean Region, as a tourist attraction (apart from the  
                   varied landscapes) and the problem of a heavy dependence on this  
                   industry 
 
A fairly good number (75) chose this question but some candidates ignored the examiners’ 
instructions not to refer to landscapes and erroneously focused on them.  However, many 
candidates responded correctly and mentioned excellent details about the magnificent traditions 
and culture of our region and also to the mildness of the climate. 
 
Q. 6    Re:  Land under cultivation in Malta 
 
This question basically involved a simple interpretation of a bar graph indicating types of 
cultivated land in Malta and Gozo. There was also a request to explain the decline of fishing and 
farming in Malta.  But for some reason, the great majority avoided this question with only 23 
candidates attempting it.  Then, many of these answers were of a rather low quality with very 
superficial answers and even some completely incorrect ones. Evidently, some were not even 
knowledgeable on the definitions of dry and irrigated land or simply confused the terms. 
 
Q. 7  Re: Renewable Energy with references to wind and hydro-electric power. 
 
 This was the most popular question with candidates (130).  Evidently the level of awareness of 
this very current topic in Malta has left its positive mark.   Some very good answers were 
provided with only the very few giving incorrect details in certain parts of their answers.   
 
Q. 8   Re: The Demographic Transition Model and its interpretation. 
  
Numerous very valid answers were given by a good number of candidates (89) who opted for 
this question.  There were a few, however, who drew population pyramids instead of the diagram 
requested. But then the characteristics for each stage of population transition were correct; so 
some marks were gained, in spite of the other error. 
 



Q. 9    Re: The Green Revolution. 
 
 Just ten candidates chose this question.  Some of their answers were very correct and provided 
quality answers but few of them went out point by referring to a definition of intensive or 
extensive cultivation in general with no specific reference to the economic and social conditions 
which prevailed in the Third World and the measures which the Developed World adopted to 
boost agriculture in those countries.  
 
Q. 10  Re: The Human Development Index 
    
The number of candidates who opted for this question was rather low (31).   Most of these made 
good references to the right indicators of human development and commented very correctly on 
each, especially the difference in the quality of the indicators between the developed and the 
developing countries. 
 
 
Paper IIB 
 
Question 1: Migration 
Sixteen per cent of the students answered this question. Only a couple of students answered 
Question 1.a. as per the Marking Scheme, that is, “international migration”. This question was 
slightly oriented towards an open-ended type of response and therefore answers that referred to 
emigration and imigration were also given marks, although not full marks. In answering 1b and 
1c some students confused the two, that is, there were cases where the students described pull 
factors when, in fact, they had to describe push factors and vice versa. 
 
Question 2: Shanty towns 
One-quarter of the candidates answered this question, which was about “Shanty Towns” and 
related quality of life in urban areas. Most of the students who answered thisquestion knew the 
alternative term; “favellas”, however they were on the whole notexhaustive in answering the rest 
of the sections, especially 2c. The students were very brief in mentioning and discussing the two 
measures that can be taken by governments and residents to improve the quality of life of people 
living in shanty towns. 
 
Question 3: Models of urban growth 
This question was answered by 13 per cent of the candidates. From the answers it is clear that the 
students did not know in much detail the two models. There were cases when they did not even 
mention the names of the models, and by whom they were formulated. 
 
Question 4: Secondary industry 
Twenty-five per cent of the candidates replied to this question, which was about Industry – 
secondary industry. In section 4b, which asked to identify three areas of secondary industry in 
Europe; some respondents included places outside Europe. This indicated that the candidates 
either did not read the question well or that they did not know the countries that compose 
Europe. On the other hand, others identified areas as being types of industry; they mentioned 
wood, food and so on. 



 
Question 5: Farming practices 
Twenty-nine per cent answered this question. Only a couple of students referred to the Maltese 
word in the definition. A good number of the candidates did not know the actual meaning of the 
two terms “irrigated land” and “dry land”. Somestudents did not know the prevalent type of 
cultivation in Malta and the answers rarely provided reasonable arguments that sustained their 
answers. 
 
Question 6:Tourism 
This question regarded Tourism. It was one of the most popular questions with 59 per cent of the 
candidates answering it. A substantial number of students mentioned Africa as being a country, 
whereas there were others who mentioned France and Malta as being countries where “Safari” is 
a significant form of tourism, which provides an important source of revenue. 
 
Question 7: Economic growth and population growth 
Twenty-four per cent of the candidates answered this question. Most of the respondents to this 
question apparently did not read the question well since they ignored the fact that they were 
asked to use examples from the developing world and when, in rare cases they used examples, 
these were selected from the developed world. 
 
Question 8: Organic farming 
This question was answered by 19 per cent of the candidates who sat for the exam. It 
dealt about Organic Farming. Only a couple of the respondents confused the definition of 
organic farming. However, the replies for section d were at times not related to practices of 
organic farming. 
 
Question 9: Non-renewable energy 
This question was the other question which was mostly replied, with 59 per cent of the 
candidates. This percentage is equivalent to question 6. It related to Non-Renewable 
Energy. This question requested an interpretation of a graph. Most of the interpretations were not 
exhaustive enough and the students, most of the times failed to comment on the reasons why the 
trend in energy consumption was as depicted. Section c of this question often failed to have the 
example as part of the answer; when this was in fact specifically requested. On the other hand 
few candidates replied to section d in an exhaustive manner regarding two negative impacts that 
power generation by fossil fuels place on the environment. 
 
Question 10: Economic and social differences between MEDCs and LEDCs 
Sixteen per cent answered this question. It seems that the candidates did not exactly know the 
major economic and social differences between MEDCs and LEDCs. The answers continued to 
be more generic and detached from what was exactly required in sections b and c of this 
question. The candidates were not able to relate exactly the connection between the indicators 
and the importance of reduction in difference levels to economic and social disparity. 
 
 



The Projects: 
Most of the candidates presenting themselves for the examinations presented a project. Most of 
these were well thought out and the documents themselves presented neatly and in a readable 
format with maps, diagrams, and tables integrated well into the text. 
 
Students should however be encouraged to develop projects that are based on field studies that 
contain an element of research. Projects that are largely descriptive in nature and rely on purely 
secondary information should be discouraged. Normally these type of presentations are awarded 
lower marks than the research-based ones.  
Candidates must also be made aware that the project accounts for a substantial percentage of the 
overall mark and that they should make a genuine effort to obtain as high a mark as possible as it 
would influence their overall grade.  
 
 
Conclusion 
Again the difference between the performance of candidates sitting for Paper A and those of 
Paper B can be seen from the tables included in this report. However although the low average 
marks obtained for each question in Paper B are evident the numerical values seen are due 
mainly to a number of candidates obtaining very low marks, thus bringing down the average. In 
addition, a few candidates could have sat for option A and obtained a better overall mark than the 
maximum possible when sitting for paper B. 
 
One final point deals with the prevalence of a number of candidates not presenting the Project 
and still sitting for the examination. Candidates must be adviced that losing on a substantial 
number of marks by failing to do the field study requested places further pressure on them in the 
examination and the chances of failing increase substantially.    
 
 TABLES 
 
Table 2: Frequency of answers by all candidates – Paper I(A) 
Question 
Number 

1 
compulsory 

2 
compulsory 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

Number of 
Answers 

148 148 76 27 12 81 50 52 

Per cent 100 100 51.4 18.2 8.2 54.7 33.8 35.1 
 

 
Table 3: Frequency of answers by all candidates – Paper I(B)  
Question 
Number 

1 
compulsory 

2 
compulsory 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

Number of 
Answers 

108 108 54 67 10 36 20 24 

Per cent 100 100 25.6 31.8 4.7 17.1 9.5 11.3 
 
 
 



Table 4: Average mark awarded to all candidates – Paper I 
Question 
Number 

1 
compulsor

y 

2 
compulsory 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

Average 
Mark 
I (A) 

12.0 12.0 13.5 11.6 10.7 16.8 14.4 12.9 

I(B) 6.5 10.0 7.8 7.8 4.7 9.0 8.3 3.2 
         

 
 

 
 
Table 5: Average mark obtained by all candidates for Paper IIA and Paper II B 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Av 
Paper  
IIA 

20.4 17.9 20.2 15.9 18.7 17.0 19.1 20.6 8.3 18.6 17.7 

Paper 
IIB 

16.2 14.0 8.7 9.7 10.9 12.4 6.8 8.7 13.4 9.7 11.1 
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