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Answer ALL of the questionsin theallotted spaces. GIVE EXAMPLES
WHEREVER POSSIBLE. Although specific questions are allotted a per centage of
marks, candidates must reflect a good under standing of the phoneme theory to be
accredited with a pass mark.

1. [25%] Write a detailed definition to account thephoneme. Then list the steps that
a linguist needs to follow come up with the fuditlof phonemes for the speakers of
a languageor for a client? Your answer should reflect an ustierding of the
various aspects one needs to consider in deterghipfronological units from
phonetic data.
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2. [5%] What does thphoneme theory tell us about native speaker intuition?

3. [15%] Discuss at least one major mark of pragradinguistics brought about by (a)
the phoneme concept and (b) the approach to segmentsuasiles of distinctive
features?




[309%] Discuss the problems that arise in the explanatfamhat occurs in real
languages when linguists attempt to keep Jonestept “once a phoneme always a
phoneme”. Consider how the distinctive featuretii@vercomes this difficulty.

You could refer to the voicing harmony in langualijes Maltese to illustrate the
difficulty and the solution.

5. [10%] Distinctive feature theory explains the fact thatind systems in languages
exhibit the phenomenon afatural class. What does this mean and what are the
advantages derived from this?




5. [10%] Why is it important to distinguishing betwetre study of General
Phonology and that of General Phonetics.

7. [5%](b) What is meant by phonological process. Give examples of at least two
different phonological processes.




