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SEC Home Economics 
May 2015 Session 
Examiners’ Report 

 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2015 session of the examination. 
GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL  
PAPER A 33  139 159 102 20     59 0 512 
PAPER B       63  70 94 29 30 6 292 
TOTAL 33  139 159 165 90 94 29 89 6 804 
% OF 
TOTAL 4.10 17.29 19.78 20.52 11.19 11.69 3.61 11.07 0.75 100 
 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance 
 
2.1 Paper 1  

Question 1: Eggs 

a. One vitamin and one mineral which can be found in the egg yolk. 

Most of the candidates gave relevant answers in this part of the question and named a correct vitamin and 
a correct mineral.  

b.    Things to keep in mind when storing eggs. 

Most candidates gave appropriate suggestions about the proper way of storing eggs. Most common 
answers were ‘do not wash before storage’, ‘the freshest eggs should be consumed last’ and ‘store away 
from strong smelling foods’. 

c.    Label the marked parts of the egg. 

Only a few candidates got full marks for this question. Most of the candidates were not able to label the 
chalazae correctly and very often, the thin and thick white were either mixed up or incorrectly labelled. 

 
d.    Main differences between organic free-range eggs and battery farmed eggs. 

 A significant percentage of candidates were not able to state two differences between free-range and 
battery farmed eggs. Instead they stated the differences in the way the hens are reared.  

 
e.    Different uses of eggs in cooking and dishes including eggs. 

Most candidates managed to list three different dishes where eggs are used. However, when they had to 
list the uses of eggs in cooking, a lot of candidates either gave an incorrect answer or incorrectly listed the 
dishes in this column. 
 

f.    The effects of heat on the egg yolk and egg white.  

The majority of the candidates demonstrated appropriate knowledge regarding the effects of heat on the 
egg yolk and egg white. Most often the candidates got full marks for this question.  
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Question 2: Vegetarian diet 

a.  Different types of vegetarian diets and main characteristics. 

The majority of the candidates gave correct names of vegetarian diets and they also managed to describe 
their characteristics. Only few candidates did not manage to identify the right characteristics of the specified 
vegetarian diets. A common incorrect answer among candidates sitting for paper B was ‘normal vegetarian 
diet’.  

b.  Health advantage and disadvantage of strict vegetarian diet. 

Some candidates gave other advantages of a strict vegetarian diet rather than health related ones. 
Candidates who just stated that this diet is low in fat with no reference to saturated fats could not be granted 
any marks. With regards to health disadvantages, some candidates did not specify which nutrient might be 
lacking in a vegetarian diet. For this reason such an answer could not be considered as correct.  

c.  Guidelines to keep in mind when planning meals for a vegetarian. Discuss ways of following these 
guidelines. 

A good percentage of the candidates managed to answer this part of the question correctly. However, at 
times they just listed food items that should be included in a vegetarians’ diet, such as, textured vegetable 
protein and Quorn and failed to provide the reason behind their choice of food and the nutrients these 
provide.  
 
 

Question 3: Elderly 

a.   Reasons why elderly people are more at risk of suffering from malnutrition.  

On the whole this question was completed appropriately with candidates giving different reasons why 
elderly are more at risk of suffering from malnutrition.  

b.    Suggest a suitable and healthy two-course meal for an elderly person. 

The majority of two-course meals suggested for an elderly person were correct. Most of the time candidates 
chose some type of soup for a starter and chicken/fish for the second course. Some candidates also opted 
for a main course and a healthy dessert. However, some candidates did not understand the question well 
and incorrectly listed two different types of main courses. 

c.     Reasons for choosing each of the dishes chosen in (3b) 

The most common correct reason was that the food chosen was easy to chew. Most candidates also made 
reference to the nutritive value. However, although the presence of different nutrients was outlined, 
candidates failed to state the function of that particular nutrient in an elderly person’s diet. Thus, full marks 
could not be awarded. 

d.    Why an elderly person should take a good supply of iron. 

The majority of the candidates did not demonstrate appropriate knowledge regarding the importance of iron 
in an elderly persons’ diet. 

e.    Dietary changes that would need to be made by an elderly who suffers from coronary heart disease. 

A good number of candidates scored highly in this question. Reducing the intake of fat, junk food and salt 
and choosing healthy methods of cooking were the most common correct answers suggested. However, a 
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minority of candidates did not understand the question correctly and instead mentioned the importance of 
increasing the intake of iron. 
 

f.  Other diet-related disorders that are common in old age. 

This part of the question did not pose any difficulties to the majority of the candidates. However, a couple of 
candidates incorrectly listed high blood pressure and hypertension as two separate answers when they 
were referring to the same disorder. Moreover, rickets was at times incorrectly mentioned as another 
disorder common in old age.  
 
 

Question 4: Food poisoning 

a.  For each situation, explain causes of food poisoning and strategies how it may be prevented. 

For the first situation given, most candidates managed to identify the cause of food poisoning. However, 
those candidates who only mentioned that the pie was eaten after being prepared for a long time, with no 
reference to the warm temperature and multiplication of bacteria, could not be awarded the full marks. Most 
candidates managed to come up with a suitable strategy that may prevent food poisoning. 

In the second situation given, most candidates identified cross-contamination as the main cause of food 
poisoning. With regards to the strategy to avoid food poisoning, some candidates only listed that a different 
knife should be used for raw and cooked food, with no reference to the chopping board. In addition, those 
who just stated ‘use a different knife and chopping board for different foods’ with no specification to raw or 
cooked food, could not be allotted the full marks.  

For the third situation the majority of the candidates identified the partially raw egg as the main cause of 
food poisoning and they were also capable to identify the strategy that could have prevented food 
poisoning. As prevention, some candidates suggested to throw the egg away and cook another one. Since 
such strategy promotes wastage, such an answer could not be accepted. 
 

b.  Ways that food poisoning can occur apart from those given in (a). 

The majority of the candidates managed to give other valid ways how one can prevent food poisoning. 
  

c.  Types of food poisoning associated with poultry. 

Salmonella food poisoning was mentioned by most candidates, however, only few associated listeria with 
poultry.  
 

d.  Symptoms of food poisoning given in (c). 

Most candidates managed to list four possible symptoms of listeria or salmonella food poisoning. Few 
candidates however, failed to understand the question and listed possible causes of food poisoning instead. 

 
 
Question 5: Pregnancy 

a. Lifestyle changes that a pregnant woman might need to make during this particular time. 

Not all candidates were able to give correct answers to this question. This is because some candidates 
incorrectly suggested changes related to the diet rather than to the lifestyle. However, common correct 
answers suggested that pregnant women should give up smoking, cut down on alcohol consumption as well 
as the importance of easy exercise. 
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b.    The essential nutrients and their importance during pregnancy. 

The majority of the candidates demonstrated appropriate knowledge regarding the nutrients that are vital 
during pregnancy and their function. A minority of candidates did not read the question properly and instead 
of nutrients, they mentioned foods that have to be avoided during this stage in life. 

 
c.   Foods that should not be consumed by a pregnant mother. 

This question posed some difficulty to the learners, as the majority were not able to list four different foods 
that should not be consumed by a pregnant mother. However, most candidates were able to at least identify 
liver as one of the foods that should be avoided. 

 
d.   Ways how a pregnant woman can prevent and overcome constipation. 

On the whole, most candidates were confident in answering this question and gave suitable answers.  
 
e.    Advantages of breastfeeding. 

A good number of candidates were familiar with the advantages of breastfeeding. The most common 
correct answers were that breastfeeding provides all the nutrients the baby needs, it creates a special bond 
between the mother and child, helps the mother to lose weight gained during pregnancy and it is does not 
cost anything. 
 
 

Question 6: Coeliac Disease 

a.  i) Define the term ‘coeliac disease’. 

While some candidates gave relevant answers in this part of the question, there was a good number who 
were not able to give a proper definition of coeliac disease. They only wrote that persons who are coeliac 
cannot eat wheat without making any reference to the protein gluten and the damage caused to the villi. 
Thus full marks were rarely allocated. 
 
ii) Foods which should be avoided by coeliac sufferers.  

While most candidates gave relevant answers in this part of the question, there was were a number of 
candidates who were not able to list four different correct foods. 

 
iii) Draw the gluten-free symbol. 

A significant percentage of candidates were not able to draw the gluten-free symbol. 
 
b  i) Define the term ‘lactose intolerance’.  

As in question 6a), a good number of candidates were not able to provide a proper definition for the term 
lactose intolerance. For this reason, most often full marks were not allocated. 

 
ii) Foods which should be avoided by a person who is lactose intolerant.  

On the whole, this question was completed appropriately with candidates mostly listing different milk and 
milk products. However, it could be noted that some candidates think that eggs belong to the milk and milk 
products food group. Obviously this was an incorrect answer. 

 
iii) Food rich in calcium which could still be consumed by a person who is lactose intolerant. 
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Once again eggs were incorrectly named as one type of food suitable for a person who is lactose intolerant. 
However, this question was answered correctly by a good number of candidates. Most often they were able 
to name soya products, fish eaten with bones and green leafy vegetables. 

 
c.    Other foods which commonly cause intolerances and allergies. 

The most common correct answers listed were fish, eggs and nuts. A wide variety of foods were listed in 
this question, but only the most common foods that causes allergies were accepted as appropriate 
answers. 

 
 
Question 7: Shortcrust pastry  

a.    Ingredients needed to make 200g of shortcrust pastry.  

The performance for this part of the question varied. Most candidates managed to list salt as one of the 
ingredients needed to make short crust pastry, while others incorrectly stated that warm water should be 
used. Although this question was quite straight forward, a good number of candidates were not aware that 
the amount of margarine used should be half that of flour. 
 

b.  The use of wholemeal flour when making shortcrust pastry. 

On the whole this question was completed appropriately by the majority of the candidates.  
 
c.  Steps to follow when making shortcrust pastry.  

Most candidates gave relevant answers in this part of the question. However, some candidates mixed up 
the rubbing-in method with the yeast dough recipe. 

 
d.  Incorporating air when making pastry. 

The majority of the candidates, who got a correct answer in part (c) of this question, also responded this 
part appropriately. 

 
e.  The importance of using the fingertips when making the shortcrust pastry. 

This question did not pose any major difficulties to the majority of the candidates. 
 
f.  The importance of pre-heating the oven when cooking dishes made with shortcrust pastry. 

Only a few candidates gave a correct answer to this question.  
 
g.  Healthy sweet and savoury dishes made with shortcrust pastry. 

A significant percentage of candidates were able to list healthy and savoury dishes using shortcrust pastry. 
However, some incorrectly listed cakes and unhealthy dishes such as chocolate tart. It could also be noted 
that a few candidates did not understand the terms sweet and savoury. 

 
 
Question 8: Labour Saving Devices 

a.  Reasons why labour saving devices are indispensable in the home. 

Only few candidates managed to give two correct reasons why labour saving devices are indispensable in 
the home. Most of them associated such devices with lack of human effort and hard work as well as saving 
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up on time. However, a very common incorrect answer was that labour saving devices will save up on 
electricity. It was also noted that some candidates did not even understand the meaning of ‘indispensable’.  

 
b.  Factors to keep in mind when choosing their labour saving devices. 

The majority of the candidates scored well in this question since they were able to list three factors one 
needs to keep in mind when choosing their labour saving devices.  

 
c.  Name a labour saving device to chop vegetables. 

For some reason or another, a lot of candidates failed to give a correct answer to this part of the question. 
 
d.  Safety points to keep in mind when using this labour saving device mentioned in (c). 

Those candidates who understood the question gave correct answers. There were however, a good 
percentage of candidates who gave incorrect answers or just opted to leave this question out. 
 

e.  Labour saving devices other than those suggested in 8c. 

Although some candidates mentioned other labour saving devices which are used around the home but not 
in the kitchen, the majority gave correct answers to this part of the question. There was also a good 
percentage of candidates who still listed the food processor as a labour saving device, although it was 
clearly explained not to repeat the answer suggested in question 8c.  

On the whole, it was noted that the high achievers scored really well in this question, while a good number 
of low achievers did not understand this question and refrained to complete it. 

 
 
Question 9: Methods of cooking 

a.  Factors which should be kept in mind when choosing a cooking method. 

Most candidates answered correctly to this part of the question. 
 

b i)  Cooking methods suitable for a person trying to lose weight. 

Most candidates managed to identify two cooking methods which are suitable for a person who is trying to 
lose weight. Some candidates however, did not understand this question and instead suggested healthy 
recipes that are low in fat. For this reason, the second part of this question was answered incorrectly as 
well.  

 
   ii) Justify choice of these cooking methods. 

Most candidates did not find it difficult to give reasons why the cooking method chosen is suitable for a 
person who is trying to lose weight. A very common mistake however was when candidates referred to the 
steaming method and stated that such method preserves vitamins with no reference to the fat content. For 
this reason no marks could be awarded.  

 
c. i) Chemical name of vitamin C. 

The majority of the candidates listed the correct chemical name of vitamin C. 

    ii) Relationship between vitamin C and iron. 
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Surprisingly enough some low achievers could not even identify the relationship between vitamin C and iron 
in the body. 

 
iii)  Functions of vitamin C in the body. 

Most candidates listed correct functions of vitamin C in the body. Some however, listed functions of iron 
instead of vitamin C, so marks could not be awarded. 

 
iv)  Strategies used to retain vitamin C when preparing and cooking food. 

Many candidates suggested valid strategies which could retain vitamin C when preparing and cooking food. 
Others, lacked English comprehension since they did not know the meaning of the word ‘retain’, so instead 
suggested meals rich in vitamin C. In addition, some candidates suggested ways how to retain vitamin C 
when serving food rather than when preparing and cooking food as specified by the examiner.  

 
d  i) Explain the term antioxidant. 

Only the high achievers gave a good answer to this part of the question. The majority of the candidates 
sitting for paper B refrained from answering this question or gave incorrect answers. 

 
ii)  Examples of antioxidant vitamins other than vitamin C. 

Most candidates identified vitamin A and vitamin E as antioxidants. Some however, listed foods rich in 
vitamin C instead. 
 

iii) Reasons why antioxidants are important in our diet. 

Unfortunately enough, most candidates answered incorrectly to this part of the question or refrained from 
answering it.  

In general it was noted that a good percentage of candidates who did not do their ultimate effort scored very 
badly in this question. 

 
 
Question 10: Protein 

a.  Functions of proteins. 

Some candidates were either confused by such a simple question or they were truly unable to list two 
different functions of protein. In fact, a good percentage of candidates did not manage to get the two marks 
allotted for this part of question 10. 

 
b.  Difference between essential and non-essential amino acids. 

It was noted that the majority of the candidates sitting for paper A were able to differentiate between 
essential and non-essential amino acids. On the other hand, a good percentage of candidates sitting for 
paper B gave irrelevant answers. 

 
c.  Complementary proteins. 

Some candidates gave a detailed definition of complementary proteins while others failed to give an 
accurate definition. 

d.  LBV and HBV protein. 
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Only few candidates were capable to define LBV and HBV protein. Some candidates listed the full name of 
the abbreviation, that is; ‘low biological value’ and ‘high biological value’ without any reference to the 
essential amino acids. This was not accepted as a relevant answer. Those candidates who at least referred 
to LBV foods as being derived mainly from plant source and HBV as being derived mainly from animal 
sources were given half a mark.  

 
e.  Foods containing LBV protein and HBV protein. 

Although there was a good percentage of the candidates who gave correct examples, here again, some 
either confused LBV sources with HBV sources or even refrained from answering the question.  
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Home Economics 2015 

Paper 2A 

 

Question 1: Energy saving Equipment 

a.  The rating of an energy efficient washing machine. 
Most of the candidates understood this question and were able to give a correct answer. 

 
b.  Advantages of using energy efficient appliances.  

On the whole, the candidates understood this question and were able to suggest relevant advantages of 
using energy efficient appliances. 

 
c.   Reasons why some people do not use energy efficient equipment   

Many of the candidates seem to have understood this question and suggested valuable answers. Others 
were unable to understand the question and either gave a wrong answer or left it blank. 

 
d.  Ways how this young couple can make the most of their chosen energy efficient washing machine.  

A good number of candidates understood this question and were able to suggest ways of making the most 
of an energy efficient washing machine. Also, some other valid suggestions that were not listed were given 
by some of the candidates. A number of candidates also suggested to use a small amount of water or a 
small amount of soap. This was not an answer that was accepted as a small amount of these elements 
could mean that the washing is not done properly. A more relevant answer would have been to use suitable 
amounts of water or soap. 

 
e.  Draw symbols that one would expect to find on a garment that needs to be hand washed, dried flat and 

cannot be tumble dried.  

While there were obviously those candidates who were able to draw the appropriate symbols, others drew 
symbols that were not appropriate of left the question blank.  

 
 
Question 2: Consumer Education 

a.  List and explain consumer rights.  

While most candidates gave relevant answers in this part of the question there were a number of 
candidates who wrongly wrote the ‘cooling off period’ as a consumer right.  
 

b.  Identify consumer responsibilities. 

Some candidates found it difficult to identify two consumer responsibilities and instead they wrote rules to 
safeguard the environment which were not accepted.  

 
c.  Impulse and planned purchase. 

Most of the candidates did not find difficulty in identifying the difference between an impulse purchase and a 
planned purchase. 

 
d.  Points to keep in mind when making a complaint. 
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This question did not pose a lot of difficulty to candidates as the majority listed detailed points to keep in 
mind when making a complaint. 

 
e.  Features that make advertising misleading. 

Some candidates seem to have misunderstood the question and instead of identifying features that make 
an advertisement misleading (such as making consumers believe in something that might not be true) wrote 
marketing strategies that influence people to buy a good or a service. 

 
f.  The role of European Consumer Centre 

The majority of the candidates were unable to explain the role of the European Consumer Centre and 
instead wrote that this centre checks products being bought in Europe before they are sold to consumers. 

 
 
Question 3: Property 

a.  Sources of information that a couple could use to see what properties are available and their advantage and 
disadvantage. 

The majority of the candidates did not find problem in giving two sources of information that a couple could 
use to see which property is available on the local market. The majority of candidates also listed a valid 
advantage and disadvantage. Only few candidates answered this question incorrectly where they wrongly 
listed down the facilities a couple need to look for if they are going to buy a house keeping in mind the 
special needs of a child. 

 
b.  Types of housing available in Malta. 

A good number of candidates listed valid types of housing available in Malta namely maisonette, town 
house, villa and bungalow. 

 
c.  Factors to keep in mind when choosing a home considering the special needs of a child.  

For most of the candidates, there was no difficulty in outlining three factors when choosing a home 
considering the special needs of the child. The most popular answers given were that of having a ramp to 
access the house, having wide doorways for wheelchair to pass and having space to install an internal stair 
lift.    

 
d.  Things parents could do to make moving easier on the child. 

Overall this question was incorrectly answered by most of the candidates. The answers given by most of 
the candidates were not relevant such as hiring a car or van to move the items quickly or leaving the child 
with grandparents until the house is ready to move into.   

 
 
Question 4: Elderly  

a.  Reasons why elderly are more prone to robbery. 

Most of the candidates did not find difficulty to identify reasons why elderly are more prone to robbery. The 
most common answers given were namely loss of vision or hearing, lack of ability to fight back and having 
money or valuables in their own home. 

b.  Identify and explain two ways how the elderly can be abused. 
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The performance for this question was quite mixed up. Some candidates identified and explained perfectly 
two ways how elderly can be abused whereas others seem to misunderstood the question and gave wrong 
answers. 

   
c i)  Reason why Neighbourhood Watch Scheme can be beneficial. 

The majority of candidates gave a valid reason why Neighbourhood Watch can be beneficial. 
 
  ii)  Ways how an elderly can make himself safer in his home. 

Most candidates were also able to give ways how an elderly can make himself safer in his home. The most 
common answers were installing a burglar alarm, installing CCTV cameras, good quality locks and having 
telecare. 
 

d.  Advantages of having an elderly grandfather living with a family. 

Although the majority of candidates did write down two advantages of having an elderly living with a family, 
there were some candidates who unfortunately listed down that the elderly could feel safer as he is living 
within the family and it was not accepted as a valid answer. 

 
e.  Ways how a thirteen-year-old can help his parents. 

Most candidates gave valid ways how a thirteen-year-old can help his parents. Most of the common 
answers given were helping in house chores, doing shopping and taking care of a younger sibling. 

 
f.  Ways how teenagers and parents can have a good relationship between them 

This question was also correctly answered by the majority of candidates namely explaining their point of 
view and finding comprise and involving all family members on family outings or activities so they enjoy it. 

 
 
Question 5: Child Development  

a.  Identify and explain factors that contribute to a child’s physical development. 

Many candidates did understand the question and gave a correct answer though some identified the factors 
and did not explain which led to a loss of marks. Others either misunderstood the question or did not read it 
well as they mentioned needs that were not related to physical development. 

 
b.  Ways how parents can help their child in his social development.  

On the whole, the candidates understood this question and were able to suggest relevant ways how parents 
can help their child in his social development. Some candidates seemed to be unable to distinguish 
between the different forms of development. 

 
c.  Emotional needs of young children.   

Many of the candidates seem to have understood this question and suggested valuable answers. Others 
were unable to understand the question and either suggested needs that were not of the emotional kind or 
left the answer blank. 

 
d i) Importance of maternity leave for the mother and baby.  

Many of the candidates showed that they know what maternity leave is. Some candidates also suggested 
the fact that maternity leave is useful to rest before birth especially if the mother does a strenuous job. This 
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was a valid answer. Other candidates suggested irrelevant answers that shows that they are not aware of 
the length of maternity leave. 

 
ii)  Family friendly measures that can be of help to families. 

Many candidates were unable to give a valid answer to this question showing that they do not know the 
meaning of the term family friendly measures. Certain candidates suggested that the child can be left with a 
family member while parents go to work. This obviously led to a loss of marks. 
 

e.  Ways how parents can help their child to have strong and healthy teeth. 

Many candidates were able to give valid suggestions. However, I think that some candidates were misled 
by the initial statement and mentioned general ways how they can keep their child healthy. 

 
f i)  Things that young children can learn though play. 

For this question, various valid suggestions were given by the candidates. 
 
ii)  Safety tips that should be kept in mind when choosing toys for a child. 

Many candidates were able to suggest valid answers to this question. However, some gave suggestions 
that were incorrect such as that only soft toys should be given or that the toy should be small. 

 
g.  Ways in which the home can be made safer for a one year old child. 

Many candidates gave valid answers to this question showing that it was clear and easy for them to 
understand. 

  
h.  Ways how watching television could be harmful for a small child. 

A very common answer was that television is harmful to eyes. Other valid answers were also given such as 
that children become lazy, can become addicted and that it may lead to over imagination. 

 
 
Question 6: Shopping  

a.  Advantages and disadvantages of shopping at a supermarket. 

The majority of the candidates gave two valid advantages and two valid disadvantages of shopping at a 
supermarket. 

b.  Advantages of using a shopping list when shopping at a supermarket. 

This was also correctly answered by most of the candidates. The most common answers given were that 
are being less likely to overspend when having a shopping list, shopping is faster and more organised and 
less likely to forget items needed. 

   
c.  Strategies which consumers could adopt to save money when purchasing fresh fruit and vegetables. 

Some candidates found difficulty in answering this question correctly and in fact listed down strategies to 
save money when shopping namely that of checking prices from shop to shop. This was not accepted as 
the question referred to strategies which should be adopted when buying fruit and vegetables. Answers 
which were accepted in general were buying in season as they are fresher and cheaper, buying local fruit 
and vegetables and buying in bulk and freezing for later use. 
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d. i) Items found on a food label. 

The majority of candidates were able to name correctly four items found on a food label. 
 
  ii)  Optional information found on food labels.   

Some candidates did not clearly understand what optional information was referring to and mistakenly listed 
down other items found on a food label which were not mentioned in their previous question. 

 
 iii)  Reasons why the optional information found on food labels is important to consumers. 

Unfortunately the candidates who did not answer the above question correctly were unable to give reasons 
why the optional information found on food labels is important to consumers. The candidates that listed 
down correctly optional information were able to give valid reasons why this optional information is useful to 
consumers. 

 
e.  Usefulness of having a barcode both to the seller and consumer. 

This question also had varied responses from candidates. Some candidates answered the questions 
perfectly right while others gave a wrong explanation of why the barcode is useful for both the seller and 
consumer. 

 
f.  Advantage and disadvantage of online shopping and traditional shopping. 

Most of the candidates listed down a valid advantage and disadvantage for online shopping. However, 
when it came to traditional shopping some candidates misunderstood the word traditional and gave wrong 
answers.  

 
g.  Ways of ensuring electronic transaction are secure.  

Some candidates seemed to have misunderstood this question and instead listed down safety marks which 
consumers need to look for when buying products. 

 
 
Question 7: Waste Management  

a.  Define the terms organic waste, inorganic waste, solid waste and liquid waste. 

A common factor that could be noticed amongst the candidates was that rather than defining these terms 
they gave examples and this obviously led to loss of marks. Also, most of the candidates were not able to 
define clearly all of the four terms. A common mistake that could be noticed amongst some of the 
candidates was that they confused solid waste with bulky waste. 

b. Outline factors which may be contributing to the increase of local solid waste. 

Valid answers were given to this question although some candidates did not fully understand what was 
expected from them leading to incorrect suggestions. 

c.  Strategies which local families could adopt in order to reduce waste, adopt a greener lifestyle and safeguard 
the local environment. 

Various valid suggestions were given to this question showing that it was clear to the candidates what was 
expected from them.  

d i)   Define separation at source. 
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For this question, many candidates gave partially correct answers. A common difficulty was that many only 
mentioned solely the home rather than the point of generation. 

ii)   How the Irricikla t-Tlieta scheme encourages separation at source. 

Some candidates were able to show that they understood the question and that they know how this system 
encourages separation at source. Others gave invalid answers.  

iii)   Examples of items that should not be added to the green/grey bags. 

Most of the candidates made an attempt at answering this question and managed to at least  suggest a few 
items that shouldn’t be thrown in the green/grey bag.  

e i)   Systems for using solar energy in the home. 

Quite a good number of the candidates understood this question and gave a good answer. 

ii)  Ways in which using solar energy in the home is beneficial for the household and for the country as a 
whole. 

A good number of candidates did make an attempt at answering this question, though not all answers given 
could be accepted. Some candidates also confused the benefits for the household with the benefits for the 
country leading to a loss of marks. 
 

f.  Define what the symbols shown mean. 

Most of the candidates were able to link the symbols with the environment and with recycling. However, the 
second symbol did confuse some of them as the 30% was interpreted by some as being only 30% 
recyclable. 

g i)   Explain why World Environment day should be given importance. 

Most of the candidates made an attempt at answering this question and managed to at least  give a partially 
correct answer. 

ii)   Ways that local environment groups can be active on that day to encourage awareness. 

Most of the candidates made an attempt at answering this question and were able to give some valid 
suggestions. However some candidates did not mention things that can be done by an environment group 
but by for example the government. 
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Home Economics 2015 

Paper 2B 

 
Question 1: Energy Saving  

a.  The rating of an energy efficient washing machine. 
Most of the candidates understood this question and were able to give a correct answer. However some 
candidates gave an incorrect answer or left it blank. 
 

b.   Advantages of using energy efficient appliances.  
On the whole, the candidates understood this question and were able to suggest relevant advantages of 
using energy efficient appliances. 

 
c.   Reasons why some people do not use energy efficient equipment   

Many of the candidates seem to have understood this question and suggested valuable answers. Others 
were unable to understand the question and either gave a wrong answer or left it blank. 

d.  Ways how a young couple can make use of their washing machine in an economic way.  

A good number of candidates understood this question and were able to suggest ways of making use of 
their washing machine in an economic way. Also, some other valid suggestions that were not listed were 
given by some of the candidates, such as using the appropriate amount of detergent and using well water. 

e.  Explanation of symbols found on the wash care label of a new garment.  

While there were obviously those candidates who were able to explain adequately the meaning of the 
symbols, a good number of candidates gave a wrong answer as they confused the meaning of the different 
symbols or left the answer blank. 
 
 

Question 2:  

a.  List and explain consumer rights.  

Some of the candidates found difficulty in listing down and explaining two consumer rights.  

b.  Mention consumer responsibilities. 

Some candidates found it difficult to identify two consumer responsibilities and instead they wrote rules to 
safeguard the environment.  

c.  Define impulse and planned purchase. 

Most of the candidates defined impulse purchase and planned purchase correctly. 
 
d.  Things you need to take with you when making a complaint. 

This question did not pose difficulty to candidates as the majority listed correctly two things to take with 
them when making a complaint. The most common answers given were receipt and guarantee. 

 
e.  Aspects of misleading advertisement. 

This question was similarly answered to candidates of paper 2A. Some candidates seem to have 
misunderstood the question and instead of identifying aspects that make an advertisement misleading 
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(such as making consumers believe in something that might not be true) wrote marketing strategies that 
influence people to buy a good or a service such as special offers of buy 1 get 1 free. 

 
f.  Ways how an advertisement of a skin care product can mislead consumers. 

There were some candidates who gave a very good answer such as making the person believe that he/ she 
will look younger whereas other candidates either left it blank or answered the question with referring to a 
skin care product. 

 
g.  The role of the European Consumer Centre 

The majority of candidates were unable to explain the role of the European Consumer Centre and instead 
wrote that this centre checks products being bought in Europe before they are sold to consumers or that it 
promotes consumer rights. 
 
 

Question 3: Housing 

a.  Sources of information that a couple could use to see what properties are available and their advantage and 
disadvantage. 

This question had varied responses from candidates. Some of the candidates did not find problem in giving 
two sources of information that a couple could use to see which property is available on the local market. 
Also these candidates listed a valid advantage and disadvantage. However there were quite a few 
candidates who answered this question incorrectly. These candidates listed down either the facilities a 
couple need to look for if they are going to buy a house or the type of house which is mostly suitable for 
their family keeping in mind the special needs of a child. 

b.  Types of housing available in Malta. 

A good number of candidates listed valid types of housing available in Malta namely maisonette, town 
house, villa and bungalow. 

 
c.  Factors to keep in mind when choosing a home considering the special needs of a child.  

For most of the candidates there was no difficulty in outlining two factors when choosing a home 
considering the special needs of the child. The most popular answers given were that of having a ramp to 
access the house and having space to install an internal stair lift.    

 
d.  Emotional effect on the child when moving house. 

Some candidates were able to give a correct answer for this question while other did not understand the 
question.  

 
e.  One thing parents could do to make moving easier on the child. 

Overall this question was incorrectly answered by most of the candidates. The answers given by most of 
the candidates were not relevant such as hiring a car or van to move the items quickly or leaving the child 
with grandparents until the house is ready to move into.   

 
 
Question 4: Elderly  

a.  Reasons why elderly are more likely to be robbed. 
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Most of the candidates did not find difficulty to identify reasons why elderly are more prone to robbery. The 
most common answers given were namely lack of ability to fight back and having money or valuables in 
their own home. 

b.  Ways how the elderly can be abused. 

The performance for this question was quite mixed up. Some candidates identified and explained perfectly 
two ways how elderly can be abused whereas others seem to misunderstand the question and gave wrong 
answers. 

   
c.  Ways how an elderly can make himself safe in his home. 

Most candidates were also able to give ways how an elderly can make himself safer in his home. The most 
common answers were installing a burglar alarm and installing CCTV cameras. 

d.  Ways how the introduction of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme can be beneficial especially for the 
elderly. 

The majority of candidates gave a valid reason why Neighbourhood Watch can be beneficial. 
 
e.  Advantages of having an elderly grandfather living with a family. 

Although the majority of candidates did write down two advantages of having an elderly living with a family, 
there quite a number of candidates who unfortunately listed down that the elderly could feel safer as he is 
living within the family in case he is ill or that the elderly does not need to cook or clean for himself as he 
finds everything ready. Both answers were not accepted as valid answers. 

 
f.  Ways how a thirteen-year-old can help her parents. 

Most candidates gave valid ways how a thirteen-year-old can help his parents. Most of the common 
answers given were helping in house chores, doing shopping and taking care of a younger sibling. 

g.  Ways how teenagers and parents can have a good relationship between them 

This question was also correctly answered by the majority of candidates namely explaining their point of 
view and finding comprise and involving all family members on family outings or activities so they enjoy it. 
 

 
Question 5: Child Development  

a.  Things that will help the baby develop physically. 

Many candidates did understand the question and gave a correct answer though some identified the factors 
and did not explain which led to a loss of marks. Others either misunderstood the question or did not read it 
well as they mentioned needs that were not related to physical development. 

b.  Ways how parents can help their child in his social development.  

On the whole, the candidates understood this question and were able to suggest relevant ways how parents 
can help their child in his social development. Some candidates seemed to be unable to distinguish 
between the different forms of development. 

c.   Emotional needs of young children.   
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Many of the candidates seem to have understood this question and suggested valuable answers. Others 
were unable to understand the question and either suggested needs that were not of the emotional kind or 
left the answer blank. 

d i)  Reasons why maternity leave is so important for both the mother and baby.  

Many of the candidates showed that they know what maternity leave is. Some candidates also suggested 
the fact that maternity leave is useful to rest before birth especially if the mother does a strenuous job. This 
was a valid answer. Other candidates suggested irrelevant answers that shows that they are not aware of 
the length of maternity leave. Some candidates also left the answer blank. 

ii)  Family friendly measures that can be of help to families. 

Many candidates were unable to give a valid answer to this question showing that they do not know the 
meaning of the term family friendly measures. Certain candidates suggested that the child can be left with a 
family member while parents go to work. This obviously led to a loss of marks. Some candidates also left 
the answer blank. 

e.  Ways how parents can help their child to have strong and healthy teeth. 

Many candidates were able to give valid suggestions. Since they were asked to mention four ways how 
they can help their child to have strong and healthy  teeth, some candidates gave similar answers with a 
different wording. This led to a loss of marks. 

f.  Things that young children can learn though play. 

For this question, various valid suggestions were given by the candidates. 

g.  Two safety tips that should be kept in mind when choosing toys for a child. 

Many candidates were able to suggest valid answers to this question. However, some gave suggestions 
that were incorrect such as that only soft toys should be given or that the toy should be small. 

h.  Ways in which the home should be made safe for a one year old child. 

Many candidates gave valid answers to this question showing that it was clear and easy for them to 
understand. 

i.  Ways how watching television could be harmful for a small child. 

A very common answer was that television is harmful to eyes. Other valid answers were also given such as 
that children become lazy, can become addicted and that it may lead to lack of interaction with the family. 

 
 
Question 6: Shopping  

a.  Advantages and disadvantages of shopping at a supermarket. 

The majority of the candidates gave two valid advantages and two valid disadvantages of shopping at a 
supermarket. 

b.  Advantages of using a shopping list when shopping at a supermarket. 

This was also correctly answered by most of the candidates. The most common answers given were that 
are being less likely to overspend when having a shopping list, shopping is faster and more organised and 
less likely to forget items needed. 
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c.  Strategies which consumers could adopt to save money when purchasing fresh fruit and vegetables. 

Some candidates found difficulty in answering this question correctly and in fact listed down strategies to 
save money when shopping namely that of checking prices from shop to shop. This was not accepted as 
the question referred to strategies which should be adopted when buying fruit and vegetables. Answers 
which were accepted in general were buying in season as they are fresher and cheaper, buying local fruit 
and vegetables and buying in bulk and freezing for later use. 

 
d i)  Items found on a food label. 

The majority of candidates were able to name correctly six items found on a food label. 
 
ii)  Optional information found on food labels.   

Some candidates did not clearly understand what optional information was referring to and mistakenly 
copied part of the food label given. 

 
iii)  Identify symbols found on food packaging. 

Very few candidates were the ones who got all this question correctly. Some either gave one correct 
answer or left part of the question out. 

 
e.  Usefulness of having a barcode both to the seller and consumer. 

This question also had varied responses from candidates. Some candidates answered the questions 
perfectly right while others gave a wrong explanation of why the barcode is useful for both the seller and 
consumer. 

 
f.  Advantage and disadvantage of online shopping and traditional shopping. 

Most of the candidates listed down a valid advantage and disadvantage for online shopping. However, 
when it came to traditional shopping some candidates misunderstood the word traditional and gave wrong 
answers.  

g.  Ways of ensuring electronic transaction is secure.  

Some candidates seemed to have misunderstood this question and instead listed down safety marks which 
consumers need to look for when buying products.  

 
 
Question 7:  

a.  Define the terms organic waste and inorganic waste. 

A common factor that could be noticed amongst the candidates was that rather than defining these terms 
they gave examples and this obviously led to loss of marks. Some candidates were able to define the two 
terms while others showed an inability to define these two terms by giving a wrong answer or by leaving it 
blank. 

b.  Factors which may be contributing to the production of solid waste. 

Valid answers were given to this question although some candidates did not fully understand what was 
expected from them leading to incorrect suggestions. The term solid waste might have confused the 
candidates. 

c.   Strategies which local families could adopt in order to reduce waste.  



SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2015 
 

21 

Various valid suggestions were given to this question, though some gave a wrong answer or left it blank.  
Some might have misunderstood the question and instead of explaining ways of actually reducing the 
production of waste, they mentioned what we can do with the waste we produce, such as calling the bulky 
refuse and using bring-in sites. Also, some candidates over simplified their answer by responding reduce, 
reuse and recycle and not explaining how they can actually be implemented. This led to loss of marks. 

d i)   Define separation at source. 

For this question, some candidates gave partially correct answers. A common difficulty was that many only 
mentioned solely the home rather than the point of generation. Some also left it blank. 

ii)   How the Irricikla t-Tlieta scheme encourages individuals to recycle and separate waste at source. 

Some candidates were able to show that they understood the question and that they know how this system 
encourages recycling and separation at source. Others gave invalid answers or left it blank. 

iii)   Examples of items that can be added to the green/grey bags and four examples of items that should not be 
added to the green/grey bags. 

Most of the candidates made an attempt at answering this question and managed to at least  suggest a few 
items that should or shouldn’t be thrown in the green/grey bag. Unfortunately some candidates got mixed 
up between those items that should and those that shouldn’t be added to the green/grey bags leading to a 
loss of marks. 

iv)   Drawing of the recycle symbol. 

Quite a good number of the candidates attempted this question though not all drawings showed clearly the 
symbol that was being asked. 

e i)   Labeling of diagrams showing systems for using solar energy in the home. 

Quite a good number of the candidates attempted this question though some mislabelled/confused  the 
diagrams or left it blank. 

ii)   Ways in which using solar energy in the home is beneficial for the household and one way how it is 
beneficial for the country. 

Some valid answers were given  though some other candidates  gave answers that were incorrect or left it 
blank. Some candidates also confused the benefits for the household with the benefits for the country 
leading to a loss of marks. 

f.    Things that local environment groups can do to encourage environmental awareness. 

Most of the candidates made an attempt at answering this question and were able to give some valid 
suggestions. However some candidates did not mention things that can be done by an environment group 
but by for example the government. Others did not make an attempt at answering this question. 
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