
SEC English    September 2010
MARKING SCHEME

*(spelling and punctuation penalised throughout)

1. What are you doing when you say the following?  Tick () the correct answer.      (5 marks)

1. Could you tell me how to...., please?                 

  d. Asking for directions       

2.  Well it’s been nice talking to you... to go.

   c. Ending a conversation

3. Would you like some more tea?                         

  b. Offering something                                          

4.  Would you like me to do the washing up?

   a. Offering to do something

5. That’s very kind of you, I’d love to.      

  b. Accepting an invitation

2. Complete the following text by forming one word from the one in brackets.  The first one 
has been worked out for you.           (5 marks)

1. extinction 6.  campaigning

2. handful 7.  Needless

3. valuable / invaluable 8.  diversity

4. knowledge 9.  pride 

5. speaker                                                 10. ensure

3. Insert ONE word in each blank.  The first one has been worked out for you.           (5 marks)

1. holidays / deals / tours 6.  in

2. despite 7.  its

3. manage / continue 8.  one

4. because 9.  in / within / during / over

5. offer / give                                        10. due / expected / scheduled / projected



4. Finish rewriting the sentence in the story in such a way that the meaning remains the same.     
                                                                                                                                    (5 marks)

1. I received (got) the news about Tom’s good luck in a phone call OR by phone.

2. As soon as I(had) received the news, I called Tom.

3. Tom ’s joy could not be described    OR   Tom could not describe his joy.

4. I told him, “If I were you I’d (would) invest your newly inherited money well.”

5. He suggested (that) we should meet for a drink to celebrate his good fortune.

5. Fill in the blanks with one word.            (5 marks)

1. smoke
2. scratch
3. red
4. pride
5. line

6. Fill in with ONE linking word. You may use the same linking word more than once.  The 
first one has been worked out for you.             (5 marks)

1. secondly / also                            6.   Although / Though

2. Thirdly / Moreover / Furthermore / Additionally          7.   but

3. So / Therefore / Consequently / Hence / Thus/ Then 8.    then / finally /also /      

                                   consequently / therefore

4. and                             9.   because /  since / as / for

5. also                                                                                     10.   despite

7.  Complete the dialogue by writing the appropriate question in the space provided.
      The first question has been worked out for you.                                                         (5 marks)                                   
(*award ½ mark for appropriacy  and ½ mark for accuracy. The following are some examples but highlighted words have to be respected.)

1. A yes/no question using an auxilliary or inversion eg  Have you ever worked?

2. A wh- question, asking for a reason  eg What made you apply for the job? / Why have 
you applied for this job?

3. A tag question - don’t you? (do not accept anything else)



4. A wh- question, asking for a process eg How will you get to work?

5. A yes/no question using auxilliary or inversion eg Do you have any problems working 
late? / Will working late be a problem?

8. Continue the following news item by putting the verbs in brackets in the correct form. The 
first one has been worked out for you.                                                                            (10 marks)

1. polishing 6.   is

2. was stunned 7.   has been practising

3. delighted 8.   will try / is going to try / will be trying

4.   had turned 9.   hadn’t / had not taken

5.   set                                                      10. wouldn’t / would not have known

9. What would you say in these situations?  Use the correct form of a modal verb together 
with the verb in brackets.  The first one has worked out done for you.                         (5 marks)
*(award ½ mark for use of modal and ½ mark for tense)
*(misspelling in any part of sentence = deduct ½ mark)

1. You needn’t/dont’t need to/don’t have to  put on the air conditioner

2. You should obey your parents this time.

3. Ok Brian, you may/can  borrow my new mobile.

4. You must / have to study hard to pass the exam.

5. Hey Kevin, could/can/would you lend me your laptop?
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