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General Remarks

The History Advanced Level examination consists of three papers, each of which carries 33% of
the total mark. In Papers I and II, which test essay-writing skills, students are asked to answer
four essay questions which are strictly related to main historical themes set in the syllabus. In
Paper III the skills of source analysis and interpretation are tested.

The results obtained this year are comparable to previous years, showing a trend. Several of the
shortcomings noted in other sessions were also notable this year, including little indication of
further reading on the part of candidates, as well as limited writing skills. A weak understanding of
basic concepts, such as integration and independence, was noted in several scripts. Poor linkage
between Maltese and European history is also a worrying trend. Declining levels of reading were
again noticed this year, with a tendency for many candidates to recycle class notes. This lack of
personal reading is probably linked to limited proficiency in English, which is the language of the
examination.  Among the lower grades, gaps in factual knowledge were particularly evident,
which is inadmissible. The development of essay-writing and analytical skills should be a priority,
but these can only build on solid factual knowledge of the subject.

Statistics

GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total
Number 2 15 43 28 14 14 19 135

% of Total 1.5 11.1 31.9 20.7 10.4 10.4 14.1 100.0

Detailed Remarks

Paper I Maltese History

Candidates are required to answer questions 1 and 6 and to answer two other questions, one
from each section. All questions are essay questions. Question 1 offered an either/or choice
between a question on Maltese political demands between 1800 and 1900, and a question on the
political background to the British withdrawal of the 1887 constitution.  In 1 (a) it was noted that
candidates overlooked important nineteenth-century developments, such as the development of
liberty of the press, and the application of the Cardwell principle.  The other questions tested
knowledge of the British relationship to the Maltese Church, as part of Church-State relations; the
impact of British use of the Maltese naval and military base on the development of the island; the
development of nineteenth-century education; and the links, if any, between the Language
Question in Malta and political developments in Europe.

Section B offered an either/or choice between Maltese political objections to independence from
Britain, and the relationship between the Malta Labour Party and the British to 1979. Other
questions addressed social issues faced by Maltese governments in the inter-war period; the role
of Church leaders in twentieth-century disputes; post-war emigration; and the link between social
class and the development of political parties.

The levels of factual knowledge demonstrated in main topics such as Maltese constitutional
development, Church-State relations, and the Language Question, were seen to vary, with
evidence of poor definition of key concepts in some answers. Several candidates were noted to
answer in terms of ‘us/them’, a practice which should be discouraged, especially at Advanced
Level. A number of shortcomings were revealed in connection with other topics, reflecting limited
reading. Topics such as migration again failed to attract candidates. Candidates need to prepare
better on social and economic developments in the inter-war period, which seem to be studied
mainly in political terms.
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Paper II International History

The same trends seen in Paper I were also evident in Paper II. As already remarked generally,
essay-writing skills were seen to deteriorate considerably beneath the A to C category of
candidates. Most students demonstrated poor analytical skills, while a worrying trend with
misplaced causation persisted. Question 1 offered an either/or choice between a question on
revolutions in France in the period to 1870, and Germany’s unity ‘by blood and iron’. Other
questions tested knowledge of varying levels of industrial development in nineteenth-century
Europe; limited Ottoman reforms and the ‘Eastern Question’; colonial rivalries between European
powers to 1914; and the policies of the German Nazi government to the outbreak of World War II.
Question 6 offered an either/or choice between a question on the origins of the Cold War, and the
development of the ‘Iron Curtain’. Other questions addressed Mediterranean decolonisation after
1945; the question of Palestine in the Arab-Israeli conflict; the treaty of Maastricht against the
background of European developments since 1952; and the major crises in East-West relations
between 1962 and 1989.

The levels of factual knowledge were seen to vary, with topics such as the revolutions in France,
and the unification of Germany, attracting relatively well-informed answers. In the case of other
topics, notably the ‘Eastern Question’, candidates were evidently less confident. The topics of
German Nazi policies in the inter-war period, and Mediterranean decolonisation after 1945, hardly
attracted any answers.  This year it was clear, yet again, that candidates prefer to concentrate on
a small number of popular topics, with the risk of recycling class notes.

Paper III Source, Analysis and Interpretation

This paper presents a choice of four comprehension tests based on original sources, in order to
test the candidate’s analytical skills, especially the ability to read critically, interpret  and place in
context the passages from ‘unseen texts’. The Board noted that several candidates again found it
particularly difficult to fulfill this test of critical reading of sources and historical analysis and
interpretation.

Candidates are required to answer two questions, one from Section A and one from Section B.
Section A offered an either/or choice between question 1 on political development from 1800 to
1921, based on an extract from the Royal instructions of 1813, and question 2 on Anglo-Maltese
relations from 1945 to 1979, based on an extract from a speech by Dr G Borg Olivier in 1955. In
Section B candidates were required to choose between question 3, on socialism, liberalism and
nationalism from 1789 to 1917, which was based on an excerpt from Garibaldi’s Report on the
conquest of Naples, of 1860, and question 4 on the Cold War, based on a speech delivered by
Soviet leader Krushchev in 1960.

It was noted that several candidates found it difficult to relate events in Malta with those in
Europe. Evident unease with basic factual knowledge on Maitland’s terms as Governor (question
1), and in interpreting Borg Olivier’s speech of 1955 (question 2), were noted.  Several candidates
found it difficult to show a good understanding of key terms like ‘administration’ and
‘Commonwealth’. While conceptual confusion was also noted in answers to the text questions on
European history, this tended to be less acute and widespread.  On a positive note, in question 4
candidates were able to link their answers well to the Cuban Crisis and the arms race between
the superpowers.

Concluding Remarks

The Board would like to take this opportunity to repeat the advice to all candidates to see that
they are assigning sufficient time and energy to train on original sources. The acquisition of these
critical skills of historical analysis and interpretation is an essential element in Advanced Level
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History. The comprehensive knowledge required to place the passage in its right context can only
be obtained through the candidate’s own further reading. The ability to make historically relevant
connections between different topics is regarded as an essential skill and one of the main
outcomes of studying History at Advanced Level.

Chairperson
Examiners’ Panel 2013


