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Part 1:  Statistical Information
Table 1: Distribution of the Candidates’ grades for AM Religion May 2013.

GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total
Number 13 25 50 33 20 20 18 179

% of Total 7.3 14.0 27.9 18.4 11.2 11.2 10.1 100.0

General Remarks

Quite a number of students did not demonstrate an adequate Advanced Level standard
which supposes a much deeper knowledge of the issues underlying biblical and doctrinal
themes. Scriptural quotes and references to Catholic Magisterial teaching should be
indispensable to sustain and support one’s arguments, and not merely repeating details
of Biblical stories. Moreover, some students seem to be unable to put their ideas across
in a logical and clear way, most probably due to a lack of training in essay writing.
Serious grammatical and orthographical mistakes compound the problem even further.
Out of 179 applicants, there were 15 absentee candidates in Paper 1 and 18 in Paper 2.
It is interesting to note that out of all the candidates, only seven chose to answer in
English.

Paper 1

Section A - The Christian Bible.

Question 1.

This question was answered by 108 candidates. Most referred in detail to Moses as
Liberator with all the particulars related to his rescue from the waters of the river by the
Pharaoh’s daughter, the ten plagues etc. However, many failed to point out the Divine
Intervention which actually effected the deliverance of the People of God from captivity.
Secondly, quite a good number got confused when they referred to the second part of
the question: they either omitted to speak about the Babylonian Captivity or mixed it up
with the story of the Tower of Babel. Very few mentioned the Divine election of Cyrus as
an instrument of deliverance by God.

Question 2.

64 candidates attempted the Synoptic question. Their answers varied widely comprising
two extremes: quite a few were well prepared and went into details by giving different
opinions of biblical scholarship; others presented absolutely poor answers and made a
mess of the interdependence of the three Gospels.. One should note that Synoptic does
not mean “a summary” but “putting side by side”. Many were unaware of this
difference.
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Question 3

A simple but clear picture of the contents of the Old and New Testaments was asked for
in this question, which was attempted by 49 candidates. Unfortunately, some
candidates seem to have a blurred idea of the main sections and subdivisions of
Scripture. One could conclude that such candidates lack a personal and direct familiarity
with the written Word of God. Moreover, some simply omitted to explain the word
Apocrypha; others gave a wrong interpretation of it.

Section B
Question 4

95 candidates attempted this question, but many missed its point. Answers should have
given an explanation of the basis of Christian hope. However, many students preferred
to speak on: What is Eternal Life? and How to achieve it? In this respect they
emphasized the importance of living according to the Ten Commandments, and on
keeping in mind the Last Things. At times one could find unorthodox statements such as:
“L-Infern mhux mahluq bhala kastig. Anzi Alla jiftah il-bibien ta’ l-Infern halli minnu
johorgu l-erwieh tajbin”; others mixed up the two theological virtues of Faith and Hope;
again another illogical statement: “Minghajr fidi ma jkunx hemm ragun”.

Question 5

This question, on Christ as the Unique Saviour, had by far the largest number of
attempts (123 candidates). Undoubtedly, some had very good points like: the plan of
salvation commenced in the proto-euangelion (in Genesis), the prophets heralded the
coming of the Messiah, the Incarnation (Christ assuming human nature to save all
mankind).

In this regard, Biblical quotes are indispensable to sustain one’s arguments.
Nevertheless it is sad to find in an Advanced Level paper such a reference to “Gesu` li
salva l-Poplu Lhudi mill-Egittu” and “Christ is the unique Saviour and not God of the Old
Testament.”

Question 6

This question, attempted by 47 candidates, centred on the formation of the Creed and
its historical background. A few candidates gave very satisfactory answers pointing out
the existence of different creeds as well as the development of the doctrine behind
each Creed.  These good answers clearly gave a brief development of the Nicean Creed
and the Arian Controversy (325), the Constantinopolitan Creed (381) and the Creed of
Ephesus (431). On the other hand others missed the point completely and simply
indulged in giving endless explanations of the Articles of the Creed.
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Paper 2
Section A:

Question 1.

The role of worship in the Christian community was explained well by the 66 candidates
attempting this question, mainly with reference to the celebration of the liturgy. The
Trinitarian and sanctifying dimensions of the liturgy were correctly applied. Yet, the
personal need of worship was rather missing in the answers, with the candidates
referring instead to prayer in general. It seems there was no clear distinction in the
minds of the candidates between worship and praise. At times the liturgy was
considered merely in its esthetical view.

Question 2.

This two part question was answered rather well with respect to the sacrifice of Jesus’
life on the Cross, with some of the 113 candidates attempting this question also
mentioning the element of sacrifice throughout the earthly life of Jesus. The main topic
was Jesus as the Lamb of God. With respect to the second part of the question,
regarding the renewal of the Last Supper, many candidates failed to see the meaning of
memorial, recalling instead the events of the Last Supper. The reference to the Jewish
Seder proved to enhance the answer provided. Many chose to describe the Last Supper
in detail, and the sacrificial element in brief.

Question 3.

The 84 attempts to this question were surprisingly good, in as much as they were
innovative and to the point. The two out of the three main forms of penance chosen,
fasting, prayer and charity, were explained well. Some students not only referred to
these forms of prayers suggested by Jesus in the discourse on the Mount, but also gave
examples of how Jesus lived them out in his own life. These three forms of prayers are
intended to heal the three areas of concupiscence as outlined by the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. Those who ventured to answer this question were articulate and
knowledgeable on the subject, beyond the suggested reading.

Section B
Question 4.

The question about the dignity of the human person was answered by 141 candidates.
Practically all students mentioned the foundation of human dignity, namely being
created in the image and likeness of God, and some referred to the gift of freedom
necessary to this dignity, be it freedom of expression, religion, and so on and so forth.
Many chose to comment on the fifth or sixth commandment, and a few restricted their
reply only to chastity, or abortion or any sort of killing as being immoral.



AM Religion
May 2013 Session
Examiners’ Report

5

Question 5.

The 32 candidates who replied to the question about the Social Communications Media
provided valuable insights as to the use of media by Christians, playing such an
important role in today’s society. Some referred the use of these means only to
Christian programmes that could be and are being aired, for example on the internet or
TV. The value of truth was highlighted for a proper production and use of the media.
The best answers engaged in the promotion of media and how the Christian responds
and can be actively involved therein.

Question 6.

This question was attempted by 46 candidates. The issue of contraception was
considered by one and all to be immoral before marriage. This seems to be the world in
which the young live. Very few made no difference between contraceptive and abortive
means, condemning them on the same scale. In general, one can deduce from the
answers that many candidates, within marriage, do not make a distinction between
contraception and therapy, and sometimes the language used in the answers was
confusing, mentioning one reality, but really referring to the other. Furthermore,
students gave no reference to Magisterial documents.


