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General Remarks. 

Candidates seem to have made good use of the new text books. One is bound to 

question, however, the considerable number of absentees, and the shocking low 

standard of Maltese. While it is true that one should evaluate the subject matter, 

gross grammatical mistakes might make some words unintelligible. Worst of all, 

however, is the lack of Scriptural references to substantiate arguments. 

 

Statistics 

 

Table 1: MATSEC Advanced Level Religion, May 2012 
   Distribution of Grades 

 
Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 

No. of candidates 19 32 56 37 28 20 27 219 
Total % 8.7 14.6 25.6 16.9 12.8 9.1 12.3 100 

 

Section A - The Christian Bible. 

Question 1. 

A common error among students tackling this question was that they missed 

emphasizing Christ’s mission to develop the concept and accomplishment of the 

Great Commandment which he calls his own and as “the new commandment”. St 

Paul plainly preaches Christian Love as being the fullness of the Law.  Furthermore 

Christ did show that true worship is that which comes from the spirit and not that 

which is manifested ritualistically. Gross errors like “Gesù għażel lil Mose” should be 

avoided. 

Question 2. 

Most candidates just repeated the story of Moses and the delivery of the Jews from 

Egyptian bondage. However, they failed to bring forth the relevance of the feast vis à 

vis Christ’s salvific action by offering himself as the unblemished Lamb at the Last 

Supper and on Calvary. Very often the second part of the question regarding the 

significance of the revelation of God’s name to Moses, was left unanswered. 

Question 3. 

This proved to be the least popular of all questions. Many indulged in useless and 

detailed comparisons between the various Gospels as regard the Passion narrative. 

A brief confrontation between St John’s narrative and that of the Synoptics would 

have been admissible. However, the main point and the main themes in the Passion 

narratives was the importance of the salvific self-offering of Christ: the priest and 

victim. 



Section B - The Creed. 

Question 1.  

Quite a good number of students pointed out the progressive development of the 

revelation of the most Holy Trinity. This revelation finds its full manifestation in 

Christ’s teaching and actions which he attributes to His Hypostatic Union with the 

Father: “I and my Father are one”. Obviously, this teaching relies heavily on 

scriptural texts. Unfortunately these biblical references were very often lacking in 

the answers. Attention to correct terminology is also a must; statements like “Alla 

fil-Bibbja jurina li hu bniedem wiehed imma fi tliet persuni” are totally 

unacceptable. 

Question 2. 

Most students attempting this question gave fairly good answers. 

Question 3. 

This was the question most attempted by students. One noticed, however, that some 

candidates do not have a correct notion of the Oneness of the Church. The Catholic 

Church is One because Christ founded One Church and this Church professes the 

same teaching. It is not correct to say that Anglicans and the Orthodox Churches 

form part of the One and Catholic Church. In view of this one must add that only 3 

out of 144 answers hinted at the important Ecumenical Movement which aims at 

bringing together the separated Christian Brethren. 

PAPER 2 

Section A – Liturgy and the Sacraments. 

Question 1. 

This was the favourite question opted for by candidates. It is treated extensively in 

the suggested reading provided by the syllabus, and students seem to have found it 

easier to comprehend and reply. More than a brief outline was awarded to the 

Liturgical Year by the majority, its seasons, contents, understanding and symbolic 

colours adopted. The explanation to its close relation to Easter was satisfactory, but 

many a time too short or reduced to a one or two sentence statement. Yet 

candidates rather excelled in their answers to this question. 

Question 2. 

Figures of the Sacrament of Baptism in the Old Testament were rather scarce in 

number, at times even only one was given. Many opted for two. Some related the 

sacrament to imagery such as the Red (or Reed) Sea, while others dealt with the 

images of John the Baptist or some other personage. The idea of commitment 

entailed in the Sacrament of Baptism was rather lacking, and some – only a few – 

commented merely on the rite of Baptism and indirectly on the new dignity and 

responsibility assumed therein. Practically no one considered this dignity in regards 

to the three-fold office of prophet, priest and king. 



Question 3. 

The equal standing of the vocations of Marriage and Holy Orders seems to have been 

grasped by many candidates, and rightly so. Very few bothered to take the time to 

compare the two sacraments at the same time. The majority preferred to deal with 

and describe one sacrament at a time. The faithfulness of the wedded party is to his 

or her partner, while the faithfulness of the priest (or deacon, or bishop) was 

explained to be to the Church and/or Jesus Christ. The idea of sacrifice was dealt 

with clearly and unequivocally, but it was a shame that many understood marriage 

as a life of love, but could not explain Holy Orders as a vocation and sacrament of 

love, to love and be loved. 

Section B – Christian Morality 

Question 1. 

All the candidates who answered this question were able to mention three 

beatitudes correctly and somewhat provide a short explanation. The first and key 

beatitude of the poor in spirit was preferred. Very few explained why the beatitudes 

are important for an adequate understanding of Christian morality, yet these few 

did relate them to the New Law, and the new commandment given by Jesus. Some 

also explained the difference between Natural Law, the Old Law and the New one, or 

provided a short paragraph on the fundamentals of Christian morality. 

Question 2. 

Many seem to have not understood this question: why does Christianity insist so 

much on respect for the human body? There seems to be a gross ignorance of the 

theology of the human body, created in God’s image and likeness. There was no 

specific mention of magisterial documents, or the doctrine of John Paul II, for 

example. Yet many explained and treated the matter rather extensively, inspired by 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the fifth and sixth commandments, or just the 

latter. These teachings of the commandments were sound and to the point, at times 

rather too selective, but satisfactory. 

Question 3. 

There may be a step forward regarding awareness of social justice and teaching of 

the Church, at least by the very few who opted to reply, and reply in an adequate 

way. The virtue of justice was dealt with shortly and there was little connection 

made to the Gospel and love. Many mentioned that Christians are called to 

contribute to the building of a just society by voting and being in solidarity, and 

others included unions, politics and so on and so forth. This is a step in the right 

direction. Only one student commented that there was no place for the Church in the 

social sphere of society. All the others thought otherwise. 
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