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Sec Textiles & Design
May 2010 Session

Examiners’ Report

Part 1: Statistical Information

Twenty five candidates registered for Textiles and Design in 2010. 

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2010 session of the examination.

Table 1:  Distribution of grades

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL
PAPER A 1 2 4 2 1 2 0 12
PAPER B 3 1 2 2 4 1 13
TOTAL 1 2 4 5 2 2 2 6 1 25
% OF 
TOTAL 4 8 16 20 8 8 8 24 4 100

Part 2: Comments on the candidates’ answers

2.1 General comments
The examination consisted of two parts:
Part 1: Written papers consisting of Paper I (Garment making) and Paper IIA /Paper IIB
Part 2: Coursework consisting of prepared practical work (one simple garment and an item from the chosen option), 
investigation, portfolio and a practical assignment. It should be noted that the written papers’ minimum mark 
required is 45% of 60 that is 27. Paper I and Paper IIA/Paper IIB each carry 30% of the total mark of the 
examination. The coursework minimum mark is 45% of 40 which is 18.

2.2 General Comments on the candidates’ answers in Paper I, IIA and IIB
The majority of the candidates sitting for this session did not express themselves well in English. Some of the 
answers were literal translation from Maltese. Candidates did not answer the questions well. The diagrams in the 
question paper could have been clear guidelines but candidates answering Paper IIB did not heed the diagrams.

2.3 Candidates’ answers in Paper I (taken by students who opted for paper A)
They were required to answer all six questions.                    

Question 1: This question was related to a frilled jacket.
a) Almost all candidates got this question right.  
b) i)  Most candidates got this question right.

ii) Half of the candidates got this question right.
c) Most candidates found this question difficult. Candidates were not familiar with the method of using a 

small flat button.
d) The majority of the candidates chose the suitable fabric for the jacket but most of them failed to give a 

good reason. 
e) Candidates failed to answer this question correctly. Perhaps the term two good sides was still new to them.
f) i) Few candidates answered this question correctly.  

ii) Most candidates answered correctly.
g) Most candidates answered this question correctly. 
h) Some candidates found it difficult to explain how understitching is done.
i) Only one candidate managed to answer this question correctly.  
j) Most candidates gave a correct answer.  
k) None of the candidates were awarded full marks.  They did not describe the steps of making an interfaced 

collar well.
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l) This question was answered correctly by most candidates.
m) Most candidates showed that they knew why the collar is improved by an interfacing.
n) Correct answers were given by most candidates.
o) Few candidates got full marks.  Most of them got one to two answers correct.
p) Only one candidate got full marks.  Most of them had one answer out of two correct.

Question 2: This question dealt with commercial patterns.
a) There were various good answers but few candidates managed to get full marks.
b) Most candidates gave good answers.
c) Some candidates failed to describe how to lengthen or shorten the pattern piece.
d) Some candidates did not identify the pattern markings correctly.
e) None of the candidates got full marks except for one.
f) Only one candidate got this question right.
g) Most candidates succeeded in drawing the summer blouse reasonably well but others needed more practice.
h) i) and ii) Some of the candidates found this question about temporary stitches difficult. Instead they gave 

examples of permanent stitches.
i) This question is missing in the paper
j) i) and ii) Some candidates found it difficult to explain how to make a neat corner of the square pocket and 

they did not know the name of the sewing method called mitre.

Question 3: This question was about the methods of disposing of fullness.
a) Most of the candidates failed to give a good reason for the use of the different methods of disposing of 
fullness.  
b)

i. Few candidates answered this question correctly. 
ii. Few candidates gave the right answer to this question.

iii. None of the candidates answered correctly.

Question 4: This question was related to a pair of trousers with a hip yoke.
a) Most candidates did not draw the correct layout for the trousers. Some of the pattern pieces of the trousers 

were unidentifiable.
b) The majority of the candidates found it hard to explain the whole process of making the side pocket although 

they had clear diagrams to guide them.

Question 5: This question was about two Christening robes.
a) Candidates gave very good answers. 
b) Almost all the candidates suggested Velcro as a suitable fastener for babies’ garments. Most of them gave a 

very good reason for this. Buttons are not to be considered as fastenings on babies’ clothes.
c) This question was answered unsatisfactorily by almost all the candidates.  They failed to explain with the 

help of diagrams how to attach the frill to the lower edge of the Christening robe. Candidates need more 
practice in sketching the different processes in garment making.

Question 6: This question was about dolls’ clothes and the sewing of a button with two holes.
a) Some candidates ignored the fact that the appliqué had to be attached to the trouser pinafore by sewing it on. 
b) Answered incorrectly by almost all the candidates. Some candidates drew the facing on the front pattern 

piece only. 
c) Only one candidate managed to get full marks. Candidates failed to describe how to make a shank and how 

to finish off on the wrong side.

2.4 Candidates’ answers in Paper I (taken by students who opted for paper B)

Question 1: This question was related to a frilled jacket.
a) Some candidates marked the rounded front edge where the frill is attached instead of marking the princess 

line feature.
b) i) Most candidates answered correctly.

ii) Candidates did not answer correctly.
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c) Only two candidates knew the reason why the small flat inside button is used.
d) Six candidates answered the first part correctly but then did not give a satisfactory answer for their choice. 

One or two said that “it is elegant and warm”.
e) The majority answered reasonably well.
f) i) Three candidates knew that top stitching is used for decoration but then they didn’t know what the term 

meant.
ii) Most answered correctly.

g) Three candidates answered it correctly.
h) Candidates had no idea what the term understitching meant.
i) Only one candidate answered it correctly.
j) Only one candidate answered it correctly.
k) The majority of the candidates answered the question but they missed out on several points in the process 

of the making of the collar ready to be attached.
l) Only two candidates knew about the importance of snipping the corner off before turning the collar on the 

right side. The other candidates did not give the right answer, just saying “it is important because it would 
be easy”, “it would be neat”.  

m) Some answers given were: “so it stands more stiff”, “to be more strong”.
n) The majority of the candidates answered the question well. The diagrams left much to be desired. Some 

candidates confused collars with necklines.
o) Candidates answered this question satisfactorily.  One candidate left the question unanswered.  
p) As option for lining, most candidates mentioned “cotton”.

Question 2: This question dealt with commercial patterns.
a) Candidates managed to give three points or less.  Only one candidate succeeded in listing four points.
b)Candidates gave unsatisfactory answers to this question
c) Candidates did not give the right answer.  They had no idea how to lengthen or shorten pattern pieces.
d)No candidate managed to name the five pattern markings correctly.
e) Only one candidate gave the correct sequence of preparing and laying a pattern on the fabric before cutting 

out.
f)    Candidates did not answer it correctly.
g)Sketches depended on the candidates’ artistic ability.
h)Temporary stitches: Candidates either left the question unanswered or else mentioned permanent stitches 

instead.  They mentioned back stitch, running stitch, cross stitch and zigzag.
j) i) Candidates tried to answer the question but they left out all the relevant details.

ii)  No candidate named the method used in making the corner correctly.

Question 3: This question was about the methods of disposing of fullness.
a) Most candidates failed to name the different ways of disposing of fullness.  Yet they gave a valid reason 

why this method is used.
b) i) ii) iii) Candidates didn’t answer this question  well. Some candidates did not understand what they were 

required to do.

Question 4: This question was related to a pair of trousers with a hip yoke.
a) The drawing of the pattern pieces was not clear.  Candidates could have referred to the drawing of the 

sketches in question 4b for an idea how the hip pocket would look like.
b) What the candidates considered important when they described the steps required to make the side pocket 

was pinning and tacking.  All the other steps were left out. 

Question 5: This question was about two Christening robes.
a) and b) Candidates answered these two parts reasonably well.
c) Some candidates mentioned Velcro strip stating this is safe for the baby.
d) Only two candidates gave a reasonable description of the attachment of the frill. Six of them left the 

question unanswered, others wrote one or two lines.  

Question 6: This question was about dolls’ clothing.
a) Candidates failed to mention ways of how to attach the appliqué on the trouser pinafore by sewing it on.
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b) Only one candidate gave a correct answer.
c) Candidates did not write down the correct procedure how to attach the two-holed button although the 

diagrams were self explanatory.  

2.5 Candidates’ answers in Paper IIA 
In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B

Question 1: This question was related to identification of fibres, fabric construction and care.
a) Only two candidates got full marks.  Few candidates identified one fibre correctly while the others did not. 
b) None of the candidates answered this question correctly.  
c) 

i) Nearly half of the candidates got full marks.  Some of them were not clear in their answers.
  
ii) Only one candidate gave a correct answer.  Some candidates were not clear in defining the effect of anti-
pilling and anti-static on the appearance or performance of the fabric. 

d) Some candidates gave an explanation of the labels and forgot to name them.  Some candidates got confused 
on the leather symbol.
e) Nearly all the candidates answered this question correctly. 

Question 2: This question was about different fabric properties.
a) Most of this question was answered correctly.
b) Almost all candidates answered this question correctly.  
c) Some candidates answered this question correctly  while others gave only one correct example
d) Most candidates failed to give a good explanation of why elastane is often blended with other fibres.
e) Few candidates gave correct answers

Question 3:  This question was about the criteria for choosing clothes.
a) Nearly half of the candidates answered this question correctly.
b) Very few candidates answered correctly.  Most of them did not understand the question properly.
c)  Most candidates did not understand what cultural influences meant. 
d)  Almost all of the candidates did not understand what bespoke tailoring is.

Question 4: This question was related to the choice of duvet covers.
a)

i. Few candidates gave a correct answer in naming the most suitable filling for the duvet.
ii. Few candidates gave valid reasons for their choice of filling for the duvet. 

b) Most candidates did not understand what the word qualities meant and few candidates answered correctly.
c)

i. Almost all candidates gave a correct answer.
ii. Almost all candidates gave a correct answer. 

iii. All candidates filled in the missing words correctly except for one candidate.

Question 5: This question was about how fabrics meet human needs.
a) Most candidates did not understand the phrase principles of design.  In fact, most of them wrote answers 

not related to the question.
b) Almost all candidates answered this question correctly. 
c) Candidates answered this question correctly.

Question 6: This question was about the choice of a pinafore for pre-school girls.
a) Most candidates mentioned cotton or polyester.  Only one candidate suggested a       blended fabric. 

Candidates gave good reasons to justify their choice.
b) Candidates gave very good answers to this question.  
c) Candidates gave good answers.
d) The name and drawing of embroidery stitches were done correctly by most candidates.  However, 

candidates found it difficult to explain briefly how each embroidery stitch is worked.
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e) Some candidates were unable to mention the type of thread and needle used for working the embroidery 
stitches. Only two candidates mentioned crewel needle.

f) Candidates came out with original ideas in sketching original and creative designs.
g) Answered correctly by nearly all candidates.
h) The majority of candidates gave a correct answer in outlining the qualities to be considered in a fabric 

suitable for a top to be worn under the pinafore.  

Question 7: This question dealt with the choice of a garment for a particular situation and the properties of 
new fibres. 

a) All candidates chose Trousers C as the best option to wear on a summer backpacking holiday. 
b) Only few candidates answered the whole question correctly. Candidates have to be knowledgeable of recent 
research in the development of new textile fibres. 
c)

i. The majority of the candidates answered this question correctly. 
ii. Few candidates answered this question correctly.  Some of them did not give the percentage for 

the blend while a few suggested only one fabric instead of a blend.  When they had to give a 
reason for choosing the blended fabric, some candidates gave general properties rather than 
commented on each fabric. 

iii. None of the candidates got full marks.
iv. Most candidates failed to give a correct answer.
v. Most candidates failed to answer correctly this question about stain removal. 

Question 8: This question was about properties of nightwear.
a)

i. Almost all the students failed to answer this question correctly. Most candidates suggested cotton. 
ii. Almost all the students failed to answer this question correctly since the answer was tied to the 

answer given in the question above.
b)

i. All candidates failed to answer this question correctly.
ii. Few candidates answered this question correctly.

iii. Few candidates answered this question correctly.
c) Most of the candidates gave good answers about the choice of knitted fabric for the pyjamas.
d) None of the candidates got this question correct. They were unable to explain how they would prevent the 

shoulder seam from stretching.
e) Most candidates answered this question about fleece fabric correctly.
f) Most of the candidates gave good answers about the choice of a fabric to be used in toy making.
g) Candidates gave good answers to this question.
h) Most students gave good answers.
a) Students failed to answer this question correctly. They seemed unable to give a reason for the choice of the 

knitted band and cuffs. 

2.6 Candidates’ answers in Paper IIB
In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B

Question 1: This question was related to identification of fibres, fabric construction and care.
a) Candidates did not answer the question correctly failing to identify the fibres correctly.
b) Only two candidates answered correctly.
c) Most candidates failed to name the Woolmark and the Real Leather label.
d) Answered correctly.    

Question 2: This question was about different fabric properties. 
a) Some candidates confused the term flammable with non-flammable
b) Only three candidates gave a reasonable answer of naming an advantage of adding Lycra to swimwear.
c) The majority of the candidates answered the question satisfactorily.
d) The majority of the candidates answered the question satisfactorily.
e) Some candidates confused the words “moths” with “mites”. 
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Question 3: This question was about the criteria for choosing clothes.
a) Answered correctly by nearly all candidates. 
b) Three candidates answered the question or part of the question correctly.
c) Candidates confused choice of clothing with choice of clothes.  Some candidates included styles and design

in the answers given.
d) Only four candidates answered correctly. The others had no idea what the term meant.

Question 4: This question was related to the choice of duvet covers.
a)

i. Candidates suggested wool, cotton, foam and wadding as filling to be used for the quilt. However, 
these were considered unsuitable for the purpose. 

ii. Candidates mentioned the fact that the choice depended on the health problem of one of the twins, 
on the type of allergy the child suffered from.

b) Candidates answered the question reasonably well.
c) Candidates answered the question reasonably well.
d) Most candidates managed to fill in correctly the missing words about Tog Rating.

Question 5: This question was about how fabrics meet human needs.
a), b), c) Candidates answered reasonably well.  

Question 6: This question was about the choice of a pinafore for pre-school girls.
a) Candidates opted for cotton (a generic term) without specifying what type of cotton fabric they had chosen.  

Reasons given were adequate.  
b) Candidates did not take into account the suitability of the design. Answers like “because children look 

nicer…” do not give the required information.   
c) Choice of fastening was correct. However, when it came to state the suitability of choice, candidates did 

not give a correct answer.
d)

i. Candidates managed to name the embroidery stitches but the drawing leaves room for 
improvement.

ii. Candidates did not explain well how to work the embroidery stitch of their own choice.  
e) Type of thread and needle: some candidates wrote embroidery needle/embroidery       thread but did not 

specify.
f) There were two good designs.  The others fell short of what was expected of them. The method of applying 

the appliqué was not explained well.
g) Some candidates tackled this question reasonably well.  However, they did not specify the qualities to be 

considered when choosing a suitable fabric for the top.  

Question 7: This question dealt with the choice of a garment for a particular situation and the properties of 
new fibres.

a) to c) ii Candidates answered reasonably well.
c) 

iii. This question was answered correctly by only one student. 
iv. Only one candidate explained well the steps of the experiment testing for strength. 
v. Candidates did not answer correctly 

Question 8: This question was about properties of fabrics for nightwear.
a) Candidates again mainly mentioned cotton or wool.  Only two candidates mentioned other fabrics. A clue 

to the choice of fabric was given in the diagram.
b) Most candidates did not indicate the purpose of using Proban as a special finish given to cotton fabrics.
c) Candidates did not give mention suitable advantages of using a knitted fabric.
d) Candidates found this question difficult.
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e) Some candidates did not know what fleece fabric is and guessed an answer.
f) Only one candidate answered correctly. The others mixed up the answers.
g) Two candidates gave interesting information regarding the qualities needed in a fabric for making toys.
h) Candidates were well informed about the type of information usually found on care labels attached to fabric 

toys.
i) Candidates did not answer correctly.
j) The majority of the candidates did not give correct answers. 

Part 3: Coursework
The moderation of coursework was carried out in three schools: two in Malta and one in Gozo. The 

coursework showed a wide range of ability, from high standard to a very moderate level of attainment.

The creative component presented by some candidates was impressing, marking a high level of 
craftsmanship. Candidates showed that they had a good working knowledge of the use of fabric, embroidery and 
different methods of fabric embellishment like beads, buttons, hot-fix embellishments, sequins, as well as, a variety 
of embroidery stitches and appliqué work to highlight the design chosen. Candidates took their inspiration from 
different aspects of Maltese life, nature or imaginary animals. In one case, candidates consulted the Art and I.T. 
department in the school and they experimented successfully in combining paper sculpture with the use of fabric and 
stitchery.  The majority of the creative work presented was professionally mounted with the exception of two which 
were not.

The investigative work showed details of a given brief outlining the analysis, research, the fabric chosen, 
the execution of the work, cost and evaluation. Some of the candidates based the investigation on the creative 
component, going into detail about the source of inspiration, colour schemes, colours chosen, creative stitchery and 
decorative accessories.

The portfolio included a collection of samplers which showed the various sewing processes and techniques 
in garment making. More than five different processes were presented and this showed consistency and good 
preparation. However, attention should be given to the quality of craftsmanship.

The practical assignment carried out under time-controlled conditions was satisfactorily implemented.

General comments on Coursework
1. Candidates should be encouraged to be more creative in the choice of their creative component. Copying a 

stereotyped design from a fashion magazine is not advisable.
2. Cross stitch is traditional embroidery, but it should not be presented as a creative component in the way it is 

meant to be in the syllabus.
3. The level of the practical work varied. More accuracy in the assembling of a garment is to be expected. The 

correct way of making a particular sewing process is to be adhered to so that students learn how to use the 
sewing techniques correctly.

4. It is important that teachers present a detailed breakdown of marks so that the moderation process could be 
conducted properly. Even though this was pointed out in last year’s report, it was found to be wanting even 
this year.

Chairperson
Board of Examiners
July 2010
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Part 1: Statistical Information


Twenty five candidates registered for Textiles and Design in 2010. 


Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2010 session of the examination.
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Part 2: Comments on the candidates’ answers


2.1 General comments


The examination consisted of two parts:


Part 1: Written papers consisting of Paper I (Garment making) and Paper IIA /Paper IIB


Part 2: Coursework consisting of prepared practical work (one simple garment and an item from the chosen option), investigation, portfolio and a practical assignment. It should be noted that the written papers’ minimum mark required is 45% of 60 that is 27. Paper I and Paper IIA/Paper IIB each carry 30% of the total mark of the examination. The coursework minimum mark is 45% of 40 which is 18.


2.2 General Comments on the candidates’ answers in Paper I, IIA and IIB


The majority of the candidates sitting for this session did not express themselves well in English. Some of the answers were literal translation from Maltese. Candidates did not answer the questions well. The diagrams in the question paper could have been clear guidelines but candidates answering Paper IIB did not heed the diagrams.


2.3 Candidates’ answers in Paper I (taken by students who opted for paper A)


They were required to answer all six questions.                    


Question 1: This question was related to a frilled jacket.


a) Almost all candidates got this question right.  


b) i)  Most candidates got this question right.


ii) Half of the candidates got this question right.


c) Most candidates found this question difficult. Candidates were not familiar with the method of using a small flat button.


d) The majority of the candidates chose the suitable fabric for the jacket but most of them failed to give a good reason. 


e) Candidates failed to answer this question correctly. Perhaps the term two good sides was still new to them.


f) i) Few candidates answered this question correctly.  


ii) Most candidates answered correctly.


g) Most candidates answered this question correctly. 


h) Some candidates found it difficult to explain how understitching is done.


i) Only one candidate managed to answer this question correctly.  


j) Most candidates gave a correct answer.  


k) None of the candidates were awarded full marks.  They did not describe the steps of making an interfaced collar well.


l) This question was answered correctly by most candidates.


m) Most candidates showed that they knew why the collar is improved by an interfacing.


n) Correct answers were given by most candidates.


o) Few candidates got full marks.  Most of them got one to two answers correct.


p) Only one candidate got full marks.  Most of them had one answer out of two correct.


Question 2: This question dealt with commercial patterns.


a) There were various good answers but few candidates managed to get full marks.


b) Most candidates gave good answers.


c) Some candidates failed to describe how to lengthen or shorten the pattern piece.


d) Some candidates did not identify the pattern markings correctly.


e) None of the candidates got full marks except for one.


f) Only one candidate got this question right.


g) Most candidates succeeded in drawing the summer blouse reasonably well but others needed more practice.


h) i) and ii) Some of the candidates found this question about temporary stitches difficult. Instead they gave examples of permanent stitches.


i) This question is missing in the paper


j) i) and ii) Some candidates found it difficult to explain how to make a neat corner of the square pocket and they did not know the name of the sewing method called mitre.


Question 3: This question was about the methods of disposing of fullness.


a) Most of the candidates failed to give a good reason for the use of the different methods of disposing of fullness.  


i. Few candidates answered this question correctly. 


ii. Few candidates gave the right answer to this question.


iii. None of the candidates answered correctly.


Question 4: This question was related to a pair of trousers with a hip yoke.


a) Most candidates did not draw the correct layout for the trousers. Some of the pattern pieces of the trousers were unidentifiable.


b) The majority of the candidates found it hard to explain the whole process of making the side pocket although they had clear diagrams to guide them.


Question 5: This question was about two Christening robes.


a) Candidates gave very good answers. 


b) Almost all the candidates suggested Velcro as a suitable fastener for babies’ garments. Most of them gave a very good reason for this. Buttons are not to be considered as fastenings on babies’ clothes.


c) This question was answered unsatisfactorily by almost all the candidates.  They failed to explain with the help of diagrams how to attach the frill to the lower edge of the Christening robe. Candidates need more practice in sketching the different processes in garment making.


Question 6: This question was about dolls’ clothes and the sewing of a button with two holes.


a) Some candidates ignored the fact that the appliqué had to be attached to the trouser pinafore by sewing it on. 


b) Answered incorrectly by almost all the candidates. Some candidates drew the facing on the front pattern piece only. 


c) Only one candidate managed to get full marks. Candidates failed to describe how to make a shank and how to finish off on the wrong side.


2.4 Candidates’ answers in Paper I (taken by students who opted for paper B)


Question 1: This question was related to a frilled jacket.


a) 
Some candidates marked the rounded front edge where the frill is attached instead of marking the princess line feature.

b) 
i) Most candidates answered correctly.

ii) Candidates did not answer correctly.


c) Only two candidates knew the reason why the small flat inside button is used.


d) Six candidates answered the first part correctly but then did not give a satisfactory answer for their choice. One or two said that “it is elegant and warm”.


e) The majority answered reasonably well.


f) i) Three candidates knew that top stitching is used for decoration but then they didn’t know what the term meant.


ii) Most answered correctly.


g) Three candidates answered it correctly.


h) Candidates had no idea what the term understitching meant.


i) Only one candidate answered it correctly.


j) Only one candidate answered it correctly.


k) The majority of the candidates answered the question but they missed out on several points in the process of the making of the collar ready to be attached.


l) Only two candidates knew about the importance of snipping the corner off before turning the collar on the right side. The other candidates did not give the right answer, just saying “it is important because it would be easy”, “it would be neat”.  


m) Some answers given were: “so it stands more stiff”, “to be more strong”.


n) The majority of the candidates answered the question well. The diagrams left much to be desired. Some candidates confused collars with necklines.


o) Candidates answered this question satisfactorily.  One candidate left the question unanswered.  


p) As option for lining, most candidates mentioned “cotton”.


Question 2: This question dealt with commercial patterns.


a) Candidates managed to give three points or less.  Only one candidate succeeded in listing four points.


b) Candidates gave unsatisfactory answers to this question


c) Candidates did not give the right answer.  They had no idea how to lengthen or shorten pattern pieces.


d) No candidate managed to name the five pattern markings correctly.


e) Only one candidate gave the correct sequence of preparing and laying a pattern on the fabric before cutting out.


f)    Candidates did not answer it correctly.


g) Sketches depended on the candidates’ artistic ability.


h) Temporary stitches: Candidates either left the question unanswered or else mentioned permanent stitches instead.  They mentioned back stitch, running stitch, cross stitch and zigzag.


j) 
i) Candidates tried to answer the question but they left out all the relevant details.


ii)  No candidate named the method used in making the corner correctly.


Question 3: This question was about the methods of disposing of fullness.


a) Most candidates failed to name the different ways of disposing of fullness.  Yet they gave a valid reason why this method is used.


b) i) ii) iii) Candidates didn’t answer this question  well. Some candidates did not understand what they were required to do.


Question 4: This question was related to a pair of trousers with a hip yoke.


a) The drawing of the pattern pieces was not clear.  Candidates could have referred to the drawing of the sketches in question 4b for an idea how the hip pocket would look like.


b) What the candidates considered important when they described the steps required to make the side pocket was pinning and tacking.  All the other steps were left out. 


Question 5: This question was about two Christening robes.


a) and b) Candidates answered these two parts reasonably well.


c) Some candidates mentioned Velcro strip stating this is safe for the baby.


d) Only two candidates gave a reasonable description of the attachment of the frill. Six of them left the question unanswered, others wrote one or two lines.  


Question 6: This question was about dolls’ clothing.


a) Candidates failed to mention ways of how to attach the appliqué on the trouser pinafore by sewing it on.


b) Only one candidate gave a correct answer.


c) Candidates did not write down the correct procedure how to attach the two-holed button although the diagrams were self explanatory.  


2.5 Candidates’ answers in Paper IIA 


In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B


Question 1: This question was related to identification of fibres, fabric construction and care.


a) Only two candidates got full marks.  Few candidates identified one fibre correctly while the others did not. 


b) None of the candidates answered this question correctly.  


c) 


i) Nearly half of the candidates got full marks.  Some of them were not clear in their answers.


ii) Only one candidate gave a correct answer.  Some candidates were not clear in defining the effect of anti-pilling and anti-static on the appearance or performance of the fabric. 


d) Some candidates gave an explanation of the labels and forgot to name them.  Some candidates got confused on the leather symbol.


e) Nearly all the candidates answered this question correctly. 


Question 2: This question was about different fabric properties.


a) Most of this question was answered correctly.


b) Almost all candidates answered this question correctly.  


c) Some candidates answered this question correctly  while others gave only one correct example


d) Most candidates failed to give a good explanation of why elastane is often blended with other fibres.


e) Few candidates gave correct answers


Question 3:  This question was about the criteria for choosing clothes.


a) Nearly half of the candidates answered this question correctly.


b) Very few candidates answered correctly.  Most of them did not understand the question properly.


c)  Most candidates did not understand what cultural influences meant. 


d)  Almost all of the candidates did not understand what bespoke tailoring is.


Question 4: This question was related to the choice of duvet covers.


i. Few candidates gave a correct answer in naming the most suitable filling for the duvet.


ii. Few candidates gave valid reasons for their choice of filling for the duvet. 


b) Most candidates did not understand what the word qualities meant and few candidates answered correctly.


i. Almost all candidates gave a correct answer.


ii. Almost all candidates gave a correct answer. 


iii. All candidates filled in the missing words correctly except for one candidate.


Question 5: This question was about how fabrics meet human needs.


a) Most candidates did not understand the phrase principles of design.  In fact, most of them wrote answers not related to the question.


b) Almost all candidates answered this question correctly. 


c) Candidates answered this question correctly.


Question 6: This question was about the choice of a pinafore for pre-school girls.

a) Most candidates mentioned cotton or polyester.  Only one candidate suggested a       blended fabric. Candidates gave good reasons to justify their choice.


b) Candidates gave very good answers to this question.  


c) Candidates gave good answers.


d) The name and drawing of embroidery stitches were done correctly by most candidates.  However, candidates found it difficult to explain briefly how each embroidery stitch is worked.


e) Some candidates were unable to mention the type of thread and needle used for working the embroidery stitches. Only two candidates mentioned crewel needle.


f) Candidates came out with original ideas in sketching original and creative designs.


g) Answered correctly by nearly all candidates.


h) The majority of candidates gave a correct answer in outlining the qualities to be considered in a fabric suitable for a top to be worn under the pinafore.  


Question 7: This question dealt with the choice of a garment for a particular situation and the properties of new fibres. 


a) All candidates chose Trousers C as the best option to wear on a summer backpacking holiday. 


b) Only few candidates answered the whole question correctly. Candidates have to be knowledgeable of recent research in the development of new textile fibres. 


c)


i. The majority of the candidates answered this question correctly. 


ii. Few candidates answered this question correctly.  Some of them did not give the percentage for the blend while a few suggested only one fabric instead of a blend.  When they had to give a reason for choosing the blended fabric, some candidates gave general properties rather than commented on each fabric. 


iii. None of the candidates got full marks.


iv. Most candidates failed to give a correct answer.


v. Most candidates failed to answer correctly this question about stain removal. 


Question 8: This question was about properties of nightwear.


i. Almost all the students failed to answer this question correctly. Most candidates suggested cotton. 


ii. Almost all the students failed to answer this question correctly since the answer was tied to the answer given in the question above.


i. All candidates failed to answer this question correctly.


ii. Few candidates answered this question correctly.


iii. Few candidates answered this question correctly.


a) Most of the candidates gave good answers about the choice of knitted fabric for the pyjamas.


b) None of the candidates got this question correct. They were unable to explain how they would prevent the shoulder seam from stretching.


c) Most candidates answered this question about fleece fabric correctly.


d) Most of the candidates gave good answers about the choice of a fabric to be used in toy making.


e) Candidates gave good answers to this question.


f) Most students gave good answers.


a) Students failed to answer this question correctly. They seemed unable to give a reason for the choice of the knitted band and cuffs. 


2.6 Candidates’ answers in Paper IIB


In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B


Question 1: This question was related to identification of fibres, fabric construction and care.


a) Candidates did not answer the question correctly failing to identify the fibres correctly.


b) Only two candidates answered correctly.


c) Most candidates failed to name the Woolmark and the Real Leather label.


d) Answered correctly.    


Question 2: This question was about different fabric properties. 


a) Some candidates confused the term flammable with non-flammable

b) Only three candidates gave a reasonable answer of naming an advantage of adding Lycra to swimwear.


c) The majority of the candidates answered the question satisfactorily.


d) The majority of the candidates answered the question satisfactorily.


e) Some candidates confused the words “moths” with “mites”. 


Question 3: This question was about the criteria for choosing clothes.


a) Answered correctly by nearly all candidates. 


b) Three candidates answered the question or part of the question correctly.


c) Candidates confused choice of clothing with choice of clothes.  Some candidates included styles and design in the answers given.


d) Only four candidates answered correctly. The others had no idea what the term meant.


Question 4: This question was related to the choice of duvet covers.


i. Candidates suggested wool, cotton, foam and wadding as filling to be used for the quilt. However, these were considered unsuitable for the purpose. 


ii. Candidates mentioned the fact that the choice depended on the health problem of one of the twins, on the type of allergy the child suffered from.


b) Candidates answered the question reasonably well.


c) Candidates answered the question reasonably well.


d) Most candidates managed to fill in correctly the missing words about Tog Rating.


Question 5: This question was about how fabrics meet human needs.


a), b), c) Candidates answered reasonably well.  


Question 6: This question was about the choice of a pinafore for pre-school girls.


a) Candidates opted for cotton (a generic term) without specifying what type of cotton fabric they had chosen.  Reasons given were adequate.  


b) Candidates did not take into account the suitability of the design. Answers like “because children look nicer…” do not give the required information.   


c) Choice of fastening was correct. However, when it came to state the suitability of choice, candidates did not give a correct answer.


i. Candidates managed to name the embroidery stitches but the drawing leaves room for improvement.


ii. Candidates did not explain well how to work the embroidery stitch of their own choice.  


d) Type of thread and needle: some candidates wrote embroidery needle/embroidery       thread but did not specify.


e) There were two good designs.  The others fell short of what was expected of them. The method of applying the appliqué was not explained well.


f) Some candidates tackled this question reasonably well.  However, they did not specify the qualities to be considered when choosing a suitable fabric for the top.  


Question 7: This question dealt with the choice of a garment for a particular situation and the properties of new fibres.


a) to c) ii Candidates answered reasonably well.


c) 


iii. This question was answered correctly by only one student. 


iv. Only one candidate explained well the steps of the experiment testing for strength. 


v. Candidates did not answer correctly 


Question 8: This question was about properties of fabrics for nightwear.


a) Candidates again mainly mentioned cotton or wool.  Only two candidates mentioned other fabrics. A clue to the choice of fabric was given in the diagram.


b) Most candidates did not indicate the purpose of using Proban as a special finish given to cotton fabrics.


c) Candidates did not give mention suitable advantages of using a knitted fabric.


d) Candidates found this question difficult.


e) Some candidates did not know what fleece fabric is and guessed an answer.


f) Only one candidate answered correctly. The others mixed up the answers.


g) Two candidates gave interesting information regarding the qualities needed in a fabric for making toys.


h) Candidates were well informed about the type of information usually found on care labels attached to fabric toys.


i) Candidates did not answer correctly.


j) The majority of the candidates did not give correct answers. 


Part 3: Coursework

The moderation of coursework was carried out in three schools: two in Malta and one in Gozo. The coursework showed a wide range of ability, from high standard to a very moderate level of attainment.


The creative component presented by some candidates was impressing, marking a high level of craftsmanship. Candidates showed that they had a good working knowledge of the use of fabric, embroidery and different methods of fabric embellishment like beads, buttons, hot-fix embellishments, sequins, as well as, a variety of embroidery stitches and appliqué work to highlight the design chosen. Candidates took their inspiration from different aspects of Maltese life, nature or imaginary animals. In one case, candidates consulted the Art and I.T. department in the school and they experimented successfully in combining paper sculpture with the use of fabric and stitchery.  The majority of the creative work presented was professionally mounted with the exception of two which were not.


The investigative work showed details of a given brief outlining the analysis, research, the fabric chosen, the execution of the work, cost and evaluation. Some of the candidates based the investigation on the creative component, going into detail about the source of inspiration, colour schemes, colours chosen, creative stitchery and decorative accessories.


The portfolio included a collection of samplers which showed the various sewing processes and techniques in garment making. More than five different processes were presented and this showed consistency and good preparation. However, attention should be given to the quality of craftsmanship.


The practical assignment carried out under time-controlled conditions was satisfactorily implemented.


General comments on Coursework

1. Candidates should be encouraged to be more creative in the choice of their creative component. Copying a stereotyped design from a fashion magazine is not advisable.


2. Cross stitch is traditional embroidery, but it should not be presented as a creative component in the way it is meant to be in the syllabus.


3. The level of the practical work varied. More accuracy in the assembling of a garment is to be expected. The correct way of making a particular sewing process is to be adhered to so that students learn how to use the sewing techniques correctly.


4. It is important that teachers present a detailed breakdown of marks so that the moderation process could be conducted properly. Even though this was pointed out in last year’s report, it was found to be wanting even this year.


Chairperson


Board of Examiners


July 2010
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