
SPATIAL DATA AND  GEOGRAPHIC 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

MSIDA – MALTA, 13TH – 17TH JUNE 2011

www.um.edu.mt/isd/events/gissummerschool

INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL

SUMMER SCHOOL FEE

Price €1,000
The Summer School fee includes 30 contact 
hours (5 days), computer lab sessions, course 
materials and data.

The Summer School will assume previous 
knowledge of GIS and is suitable for participants 
who are intermediate users of GIS. For participants 
wishing to learn how to use ArcGIS a preparatory 
day is being made available on Friday 10th June 
(6 hours) for an additional price of €180.

Participants are expected to have a good 
knowledge of computer use, including the use of 
applications such as Microsoft Office Tools, (Word 
and Excel) and manipulation of data files. The 
Summer School will be held in English.

CERTIFICATION

Upon successful completion of all sessions, 
participants will receive a formal Certificate 
issued by the participating institutions. 

Candidates that complete successfully also 
the final assessment will be presented with 
a Certificate from the University of Malta for 
completing the equivalent of a study unit with a 
value of 4ECTS credits.

REGISTRATION AND PAyMENT

Participants must complete a registration form 
which is available on www.um.edu.mt/isd/
event/gissummerschool/regform where 
details are provided on how to register and how to 
pay. If you wish to register by post please contact 
the Institute for Sustainable Development, 

University of Malta, First Floor, Regional Building, 
Triq l-Imhallef Paolo Debono, Msida, MSD2033, 
Malta; by telephone on +356 2340 3403; by email 
on isd@um.edu.mt

Registration is to include a deposit of EUR300 per 
person (deductible from the total cost). The closing 
date for registration and payment in full is 29th 
April 2011. Registration is on a first come first serve 
basis and the maximum number of participants 
accepted for the Summer School is 20.

ACCOMMODATION

Participants requiring accommodation should 
note that prices for single room (bed and breakfast) 
accommodation in Malta varies between €40 for a 
2-star hotel, €47 for a 3-star hotel, €60 for a 4-star 
hotel and over €160 for a 5-star hotel.

Please contact the Institute for Sustainable 
Development should you require assistance for 
booking accommodation.

CANCELLATION POLICy

The Institute for Sustainable Development 
reserves the right to cancel the programme up 
to the 23rd of May 2011. In such circumstances 
any payments made upon registration will be 
refunded in full.
If a registered participant withdraws from 
the programme, the University of Malta will 
reimburse payments received, after deducting a 
cancellation fee of:
- €100 if participant withdraws four weeks or 

more before the start of the programme;
- €250 if participant withdraws less than four 

weeks before the start of the programme.
- No reimbursement of fees will be made after 

the start of the Summer School.



Dr Maria Attard obtained her 
undergraduate qualifications 
at the University of Malta 
and a PhD from Geography 
and the Centre for Advanced 
Spatial Analysis at University 
College London. For over ten 
years Maria has lectured in 
Geography and GIS at the 

University of Malta and since 2009 she took over 
the directorship of the University’s Institute for 
Sustainable Development (www.um.edu.mt/
isd). One of the aims of the Institute is to promote 
the use of, and deploy Geographic Information 
Systems and other information systems as a tool 
for decision support and strategic planning.

Dr Muki Haklay was awarded 
a PhD at the department of 
Geography and the Centre 
for Advanced Spatial Analysis 
at University College London, 
where he is also a Senior Lecturer 
in Geographical Information 
Science in the Department 
of Civil, Environmental and 
Geomatic Engineering. He 

specialises in public access to environmental 
information, usability aspects of GIS, participatory 
GIS and VGI. He teaches on UCL’s MSc in GIS as well 
as supervising PhD students and leading research 
projects on collaborative GIS and spatial analysis.

Dr Helena Titheridge was 
awarded a PhD from the Energy 
and Environment Research Unit 
at the Open University.  She is 
a Senior Lecturer in Transport 
Studies at the Department 
of Civil, Environmental and 
Geomatic Engineering at 

UCL. Her research focuses on the development 
of decision support tools for local authorities, 
particularly GIS-based computer models and 
other tools for analysing the impacts of transport, 
land-use and energy policies, and the assessment 
of relationships between transport, land-use, 
economic development and the environment. 

Dr Claire Ellul started her career 
in Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) in Malta, and, 
prior to joining academia, has 
also worked as a GIS Consultant 
in the Middle East, the UK and 
Europe.  Having completed her 
PhD in GIS at University College 
London (UCL), she is now a 
Lecturer at the Department of 

Civil, Environmental and Geomatic Engineering 
at UCL.  Claire specializes in the technical aspects 
of GIS, including databases, data management, 
programming and web GIS systems.  For further 
details about Claire’s research visit http://ucl.
academia.edu/ClaireEllul 

Thérèse Bajada obtained her 
first degree in Geography and 
her M.A. in the Geography of 
Cities from the University of 
Malta.  She has applied her 
geographic and transport 
knowledge, including GIS skills 
at Transport Malta.  Where she 
has worked for 6 years.Her work 
in GIS has been widely applied 

at a strategic level in national projects such as the 
Valletta Transport Strategy (2004-7) and the Public 
Transport Reform (2008-2010). In 2010 she was 
appointed Assistant Lecturer within the Institute 
for Sustainable Development.  In September 2010 
she enrolled as a PhD research candidate at UCL.

The Institute for Sustainable Development of the University of Malta and the Department 
of Civil, Environmental and Geomatic Engineering of University College London (UCL) 
are pleased to announce this year’s International Summer School on Spatial Data and 
Geographic Information Systems.

SUMMER SCHOOL OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the summer school are to 
provide mid-career professionals, undergraduate 
students and graduates with the skills necessary 
to handle Geographic Information from the field 
as well as digital data and an appreciation of 
how to apply Geographic Information Systems. 
This year’s focus is on spatial data handling with 
sessions on the use of GPS and data collection 
from the field to a GIS, the concepts of databases 
and some applications in GIS. Hands-on sessions 
will complement the lecture based sessions, 
with participants using ArcGIS and open 
source software (e.g. PostGIS, Quantum GIS) 
and Volunteered Geographic Information (VGI) 
sources. 

STRUCTURE

The Summer School will run over a period of one 
week. Participants will engage in the course for 6 
hours a day for 5 days. Sessions are held between 
0900-1200 and 1300-1600. A preparatory day will 
be held on the Friday prior to the Summer School 
for those wishing to learn how to use ArcGIS. 

The course will be held at the University Msida 
Campus, Malta which is located within the Inner 
Harbour Region of the island and close to Valletta, 
the capital city and a UNESCO world heritage city 
dating back to the mid 16th Century. 

BENEFITS TO PARTICIPANTS

• By the end of the summer school participants 
will be able to create, handle and manipulate 

geographic information. 
• Learn how to use ArcGIS and Quantum GIS 

packages for data handling, and the SPSS 
package for statistical analysis.

• Learn about geographic information sources, 
including VGI sources 

• Learn the database management system 
PostgreSQL and its application for geographical 
information PostGIS 

• Understand how GIS can be applied in various 
analytical scenarios

FACULTy

The course benefits from the experience of two 
institutions who are exceptional. The University of 
Malta being one of the oldest universities in Europe, 
while UCL is ranked among the top 5 universities 
in the world. The academic faculty will be a mix 
between local, Maltese academics coming from 
the Geography Programme at the Mediterranean 
Institute of the University of Malta, the Institute 
for Sustainable Development of the University of 
Malta and academics from the Department of Civil, 
Environmental and Geomatic Engineering at UCL.


