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PART B:    GENERAL  PHONETIC  THEORY   
 
Answer ALL questions.  You should make use of labelled diagrams if you find them 
helpful.  You are expected to use the precise terminology in your answers. 
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1.  (5%)  Give the appropriate symbol for each of the following labels: 
 

i) voiceless palatal stop  

ii) voiced palatal approximant  

iii) nasalized back open-mid vowel  

iv) voiced retroflex stop  

v) alveolar ejective stop  

vi) voiceless uvular stop  

vii)      voiced alveolar lateral fricative  

viii) voiced pharyngeal fricative  

ix) voiced labialized alveolar trill  

x) voiceless palatal implosive  

 
2.  (5%)  Give the appropriate label for the following symbols: 
 

 

i)          ç 

 

 

ii)        ȁ  

 

 

iii)       ð 

 

 

iv)      ȷ  

 

 

v)       ħ 

 

 

vi)      ŋ  

 

 

vii)      Φ  

 

 

viii)     θ 

 

 
ix)  λ 

 

 

x)      ʒ 
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 3. (7%) What questions would you need to answer to distinguish between the sounds 
used in human languages?   

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   __________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. (6%)     
(a) Explain the result of producing a velic closure;   
 
   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

 (b) What is the identifying characteristic of a velaric sound?  
 
   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

(c) Why are sounds sometimes identified as place-neutral and others as displaced   
articulations ? 

 
   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 
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5. (10%) What does the Cardinal Vowel System tell us about vowels? Why is it 
considered a powerful tool in general phonetics? Draw a labelled diagram of the 
Cardinal Vowel Chart. 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 
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6. (8%) (a) Draw schematic, labelled diagrams (you can use the opposite page, the back 
of page 4) and explain the differences between a voiced, a voiceless aspirated 
and a voiceless unaspirated stop;   

    (b) List other differences between stops.  
   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. (8%) Explain how the syllable [ θaaaaȴ ] is produced.   
 
   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 
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   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

8. (10%) What are “aspects of articulation” and why do you think they are helpful   
within general phonetic theory?  

 
   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 
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9.  (6%) Most languages make use of the distinction between voiced and voiceless 
sounds.  What is the process determining this distinction called?  Explain how 
voiced and voiceless sounds are produced.  

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  (6%) Explain the difference between the production of (i) [p] (ii) [p’] and (iii) [ʘ]        

___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________ 

 


