
 

List of recent Ph.D. Research 

 

Surname Name Dissertation Title Supervisor 

Agius Rachel 
 
Molecular determinants and prevalence of 
the different body composition 
phenotypes in a Maltese cohort 

Professor Stephen Fava 

Asciak Rachelle A study focused on the Biological Effects 
of Pleural Fluid in Mesothelioma, and an 
Analysis of the Feasibility of a Personalised 
Bench-To-Bedside Pathway for 
Mesothelioma Treatment. 

Dr Peter Fsadni 

Borg Elaine Heterogeneity in Breast Cancer Professor Pierre 
Schembri 

Eljali Seham The Genetics of Risk in Type 2 Diabetes 
Mellitus - Does whole exome sequencing 
of pooled DNA identify population-specific 
risk alleles? 

Professor Alex Felice 

Farrugia 
Wismayer 

Maia Identification of Novel Drug Targets for 
Motor Neuron Disease Using an 
Innovative Approach 

Professor Ruben Gauchi 

Grixti Maria 
Pia 

Overexpression of PP2A Inhibitory 
Subunits Promote Expression and 
Activation of Oncogenic Signatures 

Professor Godfrey Grech 

Magro Rosalie Characterisation of the Relationship 
between Fatigue, Vitamin D Level, Disease 
Activity and Interferon Signature Gene 
Expression in Systemic Lupus 
Erythematosus: A Population Based Study 

Professor Andrew Borg 

Micallef 
Fava 

Alison The Role of Biochemical Markers and 
Genetics Susceptibility in the Pathogenesis 
of Hormone Dependent Malignancies 

Professor Charles Savona 
Ventura 



Pullicino Jeremy Analysis of Opuntia ficus-indica triggered 
cellular mechanisms in the protection 
against cellular stressors 

 

Professor Therese 
Hunter 

Sciberras Stephen The Effect of Regional Anaesthesia and 
Genetic Factors on the Development of 
Chronic Pain following Total Knee 
Arthroplasty 

Professor Godfrey 
LaFerla 

Sciriha Gabriella 
Maria 

Genetic Variants in Corneal Dystrophy 
Genes: A Maltese Cohort Study. Inhibition 
of TGFBI as a Treatment Modality 

Professor Joseph Borg 
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