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MEDAC: Towards A Leading Academy in

Mediterranean Diplomacy +JLE

Created dmost 20 yearsago by the Governmentsof Mdta
and Switzerland, and with the support of the Italian
Government, MEDA C hassteadily moved towardsitsgoa
of establishing itsalf as aleading academy in the area of
Mediterranean diplomacy. Itsimportant role not only asa
centre of excellence but also as a confidence-building
mechanismintheregion hasbeenincreasingly recognized by
other countries and ingtitutions, and as a consequence
MEDAC has been able to continuoudy strengthen its
internationd dimengion.

Since1996, the European Commisson hasentrusted
MEDAC toorganizethetwiceyearly Informationand Training
Seminarsfor Diplomatsfromthe Euro-Mediterranean areg,
whichistheonly exigting regular confidence-buildingmeesure
betweenthetwo shoresof theMediterraneanintheframework
of the BarcelonaProcess. In 2007, MEDA C was awarded
a Jean Monnet Chair on Didogue between People and
Cultures by the European Union, in recognition of its
achievements in training young diplomats from the
Mediterraneanregion. Mogt recently, MEDAC had thegreat
honour of announcing the cregtion of aGerman Chair on Peece
and Conflict Studies at the Academy, funded through the
GermanAcademic Exchange Service(DAAD).

MEDAC has aso established close strategic
relationships with a number of ingitutionsin the Euro-
Mediterranean area and beyond, including the Vienna
DiplomaticAcademy, thelnditutefor Diplomeatic Sudies

-
MEDAC staff and students in front of the Graduate
Institute of International and Development Studies
(HEI), Geneva.

in Cairo, the Diplomatic Indtitute of Tunisia, the Istituto
Diplomaticoin Rome, the Green Book Centrein Tripoli and
George Mason University (USA). With both the Vienna
DiplomaticAcademy and GeorgeMasonUniversty MEDAC
haslaunched joint training programmes.

MEDAC's student body has also witnessed a
continuous process of internationalization and growth. In
additionto participantsfrom countriesof thesouthern shores
of theMediterranean, agrowing number of young diplomeats
and studentsfrom sub-SaharanAfrica, the Caucasus, Europe
aswell ascountriesasfar afield asChina, haverecognized
MEDAC's leading role as an academy focusing on
Mediterranean issues, and have enrolled in our Masters
programme.

Perhaps more than ever, the Mediterranean faces
pressing chalenges, including unresolved conflicts, concerns
over human rights and development, climate change and
migration. Thanksto the steadfast support of MEDAC's
cregtorsand of other partnerswho havejoined morerecently,
webdievetha MEDACwill play an ever moreimportant
rolein building bridgesbetween Europe, theAfrican continent
and the Middle East. MEDAC |looks forward to continue
providing aplatformfor open and congtructivediad ogueon
themostimportant chalengesintheregion.
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Germany and the Mediterranean

The new academic year at the University of Maltawill
dawn with the establishment of anew * German Chair
for Peace and Conflict Studies' at the Mediterranean
Academy of Diplomatic Studies(MEDAC). Theinitial
agreement encompassesathree-year renewabl e contract
and wassigned in January between Professor Stephen
Calleya, Director, MEDAC, and Dr. Christian Bode,
Secretary Genera, the German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD — Deutscher Akademischer
Austauschdienst). What were the reasons which
ingtigated Germany to commit tothisinitiative?

Given Germany’ sgeographica positioninthe centre of
the European continent, the country’ sengagement inthe
Mediterranean may not seem obvious at first.
Nevertheless, it isamisconception that itsinterestslie
predominantly in Eastern European affairs, particularly
given that Germany recognisesthevital importance of
strong and co-operative Euro-Med relations.

Thereareindeed variousissuesthat can only betackled
at aninternational level and in particular jointly with
Mediterranean countries. These include issues like
migration, energy security and supply, environmental
protection, internationd trade, thefight against organised
crimeand terrorism. Henceincreased co-operation with
these countriesisof theutmaost importanceto Germany,
asitistodl EU member sates A key element for success
istheforging of these partnershipson an equal footing.

Theaffairsinthe Mediterranean region go beyond co-
operationwith EU neighboursor increased regiona co-
operation. Itisaswdl aquestion of intercultural dialogue
with theldamicworld. For Germany, thisisimportant
particularly but not exclusively giventhelargeMudim
community of anestimated 3.2to 3.4 million peopleliving
inour country, agroup likely to grow evenfurther.

Euro-Med cooperation is however also of immense
significance in security-policy aspects on both the
European and national level. Whileactively sharing the
burdenin countering terrorism, Germany isunder threst
of extremigt terrorist groupslike most of itspartners.

By H.E. Karl Andreas von Stenglin
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Malta

Malta early emphasised the importance of peace and
stability inthe Mediterranean asaprecondition for peace
and stability in Europe and has continued to do so. This
foresght hasfalenonfruitful groundsandiscurrently widdy
recognised. Germany isone country which upholdsthis
vision. Theeffort to createafair andlasting peaceinthe
Middle Eastisamainfocusof Germany’sforeign policy.
During our EU Presidency in 2007 we worked hard to
revitalise the Middle East Quartet. In November 2008,
the EU adopted an“EU Strategy” ontheMiddle East based
on aGerman proposal. Moreover, at the end of January
thisyear, on Germany’sinitiative, the EU decided to set up
an EU Work Plan for Gaza

Germany wasaso at theforefront in Frontex negotiations
and practicaly involvedinthe*Nautilus operationsaround
Maltato help stoptheillegal trafficking of personsandto
rescue migrantsfacing difficultiesat sea.

H.E. Karl Andreas von Senglin, Prof. Guido de Marco,
Chairman of MEDAC and Prof. Stephen C. Calleya,
Director of MEDAC.

The establishment of the German Chair at MEDAC is
another practical step of Germany’s commitment to
increaseitseffortsin the M editerranean and amilestonein
German-Maltese cooperation. MEDAC, with its
internationa studentshailing maostly fromtheMediterranean
region, isan excellent entity for theexchange of ideasand
viewsof young academicsand diplomats. It hasin effect a
good and effective network, various partnershipsin the
region andin Europe, ahigh educationa standard and also
an outstanding reputation. (continued on page 3)
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Malta as a small island state in the centre of the
Mediterraneanisitself an excellent location for openand
target-oriented discussionsto find practical solutionsfor
current and future challenges.

Practica co-operationisin effect urgently needed. Hence,
under the umbrellaof the Union for the Mediterranean
(UfM), Germany isjointly working with Franceand other
partners on the devel opment of the M editerranean Solar
Pan (M SP). NorthAfricahasahugepotentia ingenerating
renewableenergy whilethe EU needsadiversification of
its energy sources. If implemented, this plan would
generateincome and jobsin the countries of origin, help
to protect the climate and be a win-win situation for
everyoneinvolved. Intheframework of the Unionfor the
Mediterranean, Germany has also proposed a Tsunami
Early Warning System, an initiative whichwas supported
by Mataamong others.

Germany aways had a strong economic presence in
countriesaround the M editerranean and beyond. Close
economictieswith North Africaand theMiddle East and
thecreation of jobstherearenot only very important but
vita for gability intheregion, aseverywhereelse. Onthe
other hand, gability isapreconditionfor foreigninvestment.
Therefore, balancing political and social stability with
economic investment should be one of the major
objectives.

The above are but afew of the wide range of interests
that Germany hasinthe Mediterranean region. Thenew
German Chair at MEDA C shows Germany’ srecognition
of theimportance of the strategic partnership between
Mataand Germany and | amsurethat it will bebeneficia
not only for MEDAC and the students but also for
Germany, Maltaand Euro-Med relationsin general.

‘ Mediterranean Forum on Migration, Development and .

By Dr. Derek Lutterbeck

Diplomacy: Second Workshop (Lugano)

Deputy Director, Academic Affairs, Holder of the Swiss Chair and
Lecturer in International History

From 30 Marchto 2 April 2009, MEDA C together with
theIngtitutefor Mediterranean Studies (ISM) in Lugano,
Switzerland will hold asecond workshopintheframework
of its ongoing programme “M editerranean Forum on
Migration, Development and Diplomacy”.

Thesecond Forumwill focusontheroleandinfluence of
themediaand new information technol ogieswith regard
to migrationissuesinthe Mediterranean region. It seeks
to explorewhat positive and negative effectsthe media
can have on migratory patternsand policiesin sending,
trangit and destination countries. Theworkshop dsoams
to examine how the media and new information
technol ogies can be used toimprove cooperationinthe
areasof migration and development inthe Mediterranean
region. The Forum will bring together academics and
practitionersworking on migration and mediaissuesfrom
Algeria, Morocco, Libya, Tunisia, as well as several
European countries.

The Mediterranean Forum on Migration, Development
and Diplomacy was launched by MEDAC and ISM in
2008. Itsmain objectiveisto provideaplatform for open
and congtructive debate of mgor migration-related issues

and challengesinthe Mediterraneanregion. Itisopento
both policy-makersand academics, andin particular seeks
to give a stronger voice to southern Mediterranean
countriesin areasrel ated to migration and devel opment
intheregion. A further objective of theForumisto publish
high-qudity and policy-relevant sudieson migrationissues
inthe Mediterranean region. Thefirst workshop of the
Forumwas held in Maltain June 2008.

A boat with immigrants from Africa landing in Malta.
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Joint Module:
MEDAC,Vienna Diplomatic Academy and the University
of the Aegean

MEDAC together with the Vienna Academy of
Diplomatic Studiesand the Postgraduate Programmeon
Political, Economic and I nternational Relationsinthe
Mediterranean of the University of the Aegean is
organising an I ntensive Programme sponsored by the
Erasmus Programme of the EU between the 15" and
27" of March 2009. Theprogramme, whichwill focus
on the theme of Managing the Challenges of Human
Security on Europe's Bordersand Beyond, will beheld
at the DiplomaticAcademy inVienna.

Thisjoint programmehasmaterialised asaresult of the
Memorandum of Understanding signed between
MEDAC and the Diplomatic Academy of Viennain
January 2008 as well as the Memorandum of
Understanding signed between MEDAC and the
Postgraduate Programme on Political, Economic and
International Relations in the Mediterranean of the
University of theAegeanin October 2008.

Asaresult MEDAC’ s Master of Diplomacy students
will join 10 studentsfromthe University of theAegean

Farewell Symposium for Prof. Dietrich Kappeler:

and 15 studentsfrom the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna
inanin-depth analysisof human security, humanrights,
development and migration within the context of the
European Neighbourhood. Specid emphasiswill beplaced
on diplomacy as a tool that can help manage diverse
interestsand pressuresinthefield of human security.

Theprogrammewill consst of a10-day intensiveschedule
of lectures, working groups, negotiation and simulation
exercises as well as debates with academics and
practitioners. MEDAC will also be contributing withits
academic staff and visiting professorsto the programme.
At the end of the programme the young diplomats and
international relations researchers are expected to have
gained (1) agreater understanding of theinter-relationship
between human security, human rights, development,
migration and diplomacy; (2) an understanding of therole
of diplomacy in managing migratory pressuresat EU’s
borders; (3) aknowledge of how human security issues
and migratory pressuresaremanaged through diplomacy
and (4) “practica immersion” through Smulation exercises.

Persuasion, the Essence of Diplomacy

On the 12" February 2009, MEDAC and
DiploFoundationjointly organised afarewe | symposum
for Prof. Dietrich Kappeler. Prof. Kappeler was the
founding director of MEDAC intheearly 1990s, and
subsequently thefirst Chairman of DiploFoundation.
Professor Kappeler isoneof themost well known Swiss
expertsindiplomacy, and hehashad amost distinguished
career insavera diplomatic missonsand ingtitutionsin
Switzerland, Malta and elsewhere. The symposium
focused on the theme *Persuasion, the Essence of
Diplomacy”, and was addressed by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of ForeignAffairsof Malta, the
Hon. Dr. Tonio Borg, President Emeritus Prof. Guido
de Marco, as well as a number of other very senior
politicians, diplomats and academicsfrom Mataand
abroad.

Diplomacy

- AREq 'ﬂ' PLOD

T

Prof. Guido de Marco, MEDAC Chairman, Prof. Dietrich
Kappeler and Prof. Sephen Calleya, Director of MEDAC.
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By Dr. Omar Grech

‘ — Human Rights Workshop .

Coordinator of the Human Dimension Programme and
Lecturer in International Law

The Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies
organized aworkshop on Conflict Resolution and Human
Rightsonthe 6™ of February, 2009. Thisworkshopwas
attended by all the M.Dip and M.A. students of the
Academy and formed an integral part of their studies.
Variousareasrelating to conflict and human rightswere
covered during theworkshop with speakersfrom Jordan,
Cyprus, Ireland and Switzerland aswell as contributions
by Dr. Omar Grech and Prof. Stephen Calleya.

Theworkshop commenced with an introduction by Prof.
Stephen Cdleyawho highlighted theimportance of conflict
andydsand resolutionwithinthe Euro-Mediterranean area.
Prof. Calleyaad so explained that thiswasan areaof studies
which MEDAC was looking to develop as part of its
teaching and research. In fact, he also announced that
MEDAC was in the process of launching a joint
programme focusing on this issue with the Institute of
Conflict Analysis and Resolution of George Mason
University, USA.

\ ST, | )
Mr. Eleftherios Eleftheriou (European Commission), Dr.
Omar Grech and Dr. Alain Sigg, (Swiss Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs).
Inhisintervention Dr. Omar Grech gave an overview of
the impact which human rights concerns may have on
conflict resolution and on how to better coordinate the
work of conflict-resolvers and human rights advocates.
Following this theoretical overview the workshop
proceeded to anlayze numerous case studiesrelating to
human rights and conflict resolution. Dr. Colm Regan
assessed theNorthern Ireland Peace Processfrom ahuman
rights perspectiveand provided severa insghtsonthe

Prof. Sephen C. Calleya and Dr. Omar Grech.

challenges and opportunities connected to this peace
process. Mr. Mu' ayyad Mehyar thenanayzed thestuation
inthe Middle East both vis-a-visthe | sragl-Pal estinian
conflict aswell asthepogt-conflict StuationinYemen. The
final case study which was presented to the participants
related tothe case of Cyprusandin particular thepolitical
settlement and therole of human rightsinthis context.

The workshop was concluded by Dr. Alain Sigg who
reflected on thedifferent phasesof conflict mediationand
theroleof human rightsin each of thesephases. Dr. Sigg
drew on hisvast experienceasamediator inAfrica. Each
of the presentationswasfollowed by anintense question
and answer session with the students. The Swiss
Development Agency (DEZA) generously funded this
smingr.

AT
Dr. Colm Regan, (80:20 Educating & Acting for a Better
World) and MEDAC Class 2008/09.
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Training Seminar

By Prof. Stephen C. Calleya
Director of the Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies and

Lecturer in International Relations

Twenty-Fifth Euro-Mediterranean Information and

The Twenty-fifth Euro-M editerranean Information and
Training Seminar took placein Matabetween November
14" — 17" 2008. The four days of proceedings focused
on recent developments in the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership, now referred to as the Union for the
Mediterranean. Particular attention was dedicated to
identifying the progressregistered intheimplementation of
the current Euro-Mediterranean Five Year work
programme and the devel opmentsthat have taken place
during the French Presidency of the European Union during
the second half of 2008.

This Euro-Mediterranean Seminar brought together
diplomatsfrom themgority of the twenty-seven European
Union member states and the Mediterranean Partner
countries. Theseminar isorganized by the Mediterranean
Academy of Diplomatic Studiesof theUniversity of Madta
under the auspicesof the European Commissonwhoassist
incoordinaingthisofficia Euro-Mediterranean confidence
buildinginitigtive.

T da

e ‘ £ 2
The Hon. Dr. Tonio Borg, Prof. Sephen Calleya, Amb.
Serge Telle, Amb. Fathy El ShaZi and Mr. Tom McGrath.

Throughout thefour-day seminar, academic specidistsand
other professional sfrom Europe and the M editerranean
presented aseriesof lectureson developmentswithineach
of the three chapters of the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership, namely the political and security, economic
and financial, and the cultural and human resources
chapters.

Specific attention wasdedicated to topicsthat include: The
Euro-Med Partnership and the French EU Presidency,

Participants during the Smulation Exdcise.

Economic Relaionsinthe Euro-Med Partnership, Security
Challengesin the Euro-Mediterranean Area, the Role of
the AnnaLindh Foundation, and the EMPand Political
Reform. Thetopic of the Euro-M editerranean Partnership
and the Union for the Mediterraneaninitiative was also
discussed.

The twenty-fifth Euro-Mediterranean Information and
Training meeting, or MataSeminar, asthe meetingshave
become more commonly known, was addressed on
Friday, the 14™ of November 2008, by theHon. Dr. Tonio
Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Malta, who delivered the keynote opening
address.

Further information on the Euro-Mediterranean Seminars
can be found at www.euromed-seminars.org.mt

DY L |

Euro-Med Seminar Group Photo with the Hon. Dr.
Tonio Borg, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Malta.
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Research & Publications

Inadditiontoitstraining activities, MEDAC hasin recent yearsa so strengthened itsresearch capacity and published a
growing number of academic aswell aspolicy-oriented studies. Themain focusof MEDAC sresearch activitiesisinthe
areaof Mediterranean diplomacy, and in particular onissue areas such as security, migration, aswell asdemocracy and
human rightsin the Mediterranean region. Thefollowing studies and reports haverecently been published:

Thethirdissueof theMed Agenda, entitled ‘Water Diplomacy in
a Changing World: Adapting to New Paradigm Shiftsand the
Needfor New Innovative Tools waswritten by Amb. Dr. Magdy

A.Hefny, Egypt.

The'MedAgenda Seriesin Mediterranean Internationa Relations
and Diplomacy, isaimed a publishing and preserving distinguished
studies, speechesand articlesdealing with international relations,
diplomacy and security inthe M editerranean region. Theauthors
are invited speakers, academics and diplomats, at MEDAC
conferencesand lecturers, aswell asMEDA C experts.

MEDAC, in collaborationwith the Today Public Policy Indtitute, a
think tank based in Malta, has published areport on irregular
migrationin Malta(and the M editerranean region moregeneraly).
Thereport providesan overview of themain chalengesMaltahas
beenfacingin coping withirregular immigrationinareassuch as
T detention policy, integration policy, return and readmission policy,
MALTA maritime patrols and development cooperation as a means of
addressing theroot causes of migration. Thereport al so setsout
policy recommendationswith aview to improving the country’s
< “" current policies. It waswritten by Prof. Stephen Calleyaand Dr.
A Derek L utterbeck and presented to the Prime Minister of Malta,
theHon. Dr. Lawrence Gonzi, in November 2008.

™

In November 2008, MEDAC, in collaboration with the
Groupement d’ Etudes et de Recherches sur la Méditerranée

Far 5 (GERM) in Rabat (Morocco) published a EuroMeSCo Paper
llli!fif (i entitled “ Pragmatism rather than Backlash: M oroccan Perceptions
S R SRS of Western Democracy Promotion.” Through extensive field
Moroccan Pesceptions of Western researchin Morocco, the paper examines how Western democracy

Democracy Promolion

. promotionisperceived by itsmain“targets’ in Morocco—namely,
-~ NGOs, palitica party activistsand parliamentarians, representetives
WEGEL of thejudiciary and thestate, journdlists, and academics. Thestudy
Mad | | | comestotheconclusion that, contrary to someexpectations, there
i‘i_—:ﬂljﬁ has been no severe backlash against democracy promotion in
Morocco to date, and that practically all Moroccan actors, from
Idamiststofeminists, areinvolved in someform of international
collaborationinthisarea.
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| Memorandum of Understanding between MEDAC and .

the Tunisian Diplomatic Institute

On 24 February 2009, MEDAC signed a Memorandum of
Understanding withthe Tunisian Diplomatic Ingtitute. TheMoU
providesfor different areas of collaboration between thetwo
ingtitutes, e.g. intheform of reciproca vistsof saff and students,
exchange of research materialsand publications, organization of
joint seminarsand the promotion of joint research projects.

Over thepast 19 years, young diplomatsfrom Tunisahave been
among thelargest group inthe MEDAC Masters programme,
and they have contributed to the richnessand diversity of the
programme. MEDAC has, in recent years, a so signed MoUs
withanumber of other prestigiousdiplomaticinstitutions, such 5 perek [ utterbeck, Amb. Sadock Fayala, Director of the

astheDiplomaticAcademy of Vienna, thelndtitutefor Diploméatic  Tunisian Diplomatic Institute, and Prof. Sephen Calleya.
Studiesin Cairo, and the Green Book Centrein Tripoli.

A

Guest Lectures

Addressby Dr. Michael Frendo,
Chairman of the Foreign and EU
Relations Committee, Maltese
Parliament.

‘Union pour la Méditerranée and the
Issues of the Mediterranean Region:
What now?

8 Prof.JurgGabrie

Federd Ingtitute of Technology, Zurich
“Twentieth Century Diplomatic History
fromaMediterranean Perspective'.

Address by H.E. Ignacio Sagaz
Temprano, Director of the Spanish
DiplomaticAcademy.

‘Spanish Foreign Policy in the
Mediterranean’.

i,
_ges = 150

Sudents following H.E. Ignazi Temprano's lecture.
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M.Dip. Alumni from Egypt
Class 2007 - 2008

‘ Ms. Yousra Ebada .

Diplomat working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Egypt

Initiating one' struefedlingsabout an experienceisnot an
easy task. My experienceontheidandleft meastounded,
yet dl | can gtart thinking about are the words “take me
back toMaltal” It wasboth anhonour and aprivilegeto
follow theMastersin Diplomacy courseat MEDAC.

Presently serving asan Egyptian Diplomat, | believethat
following thecourseat MEDA C hasbeen of great benefit,
both for my academic and professiona background,
especialy after establishing anetwork of friendshipsand
contactsduringthestudy vistsand theseverd socid events

organized by theAcademy.

Studentsgainalot fromthediverseand extensvetraining
opportunitiesoffered during theacademicyear. Inaddition,
tothediverssmodulesoffered, whichindudedinternationa
relations, European higtory, international economicsystems
and internationa law, foreign policy and security issues.
Globd issueswerethoroughly discussed, mainly during the
modules given by prestigious visiting professors. Most
importantly, thes mulationsconducted by theA cademy acted
asaneye-opening experiencetodl of us.

Class 2007 - 2008

M. Dip. Alumni from Palestine

Bringingtogether youngand agpiring diplomatsfromall over
the world surely fosters and deepens ties between them
prooving to beby far therichest experienceof dll.

jeo S

M.Dip Sudents 2007/08 during the Farewell Dinner.
LivinginMalta, integratingintothecommunity, experiencing
theMalteseculture, meeting thewonderful people, building
friendshipsand acquiring suchwisdomfromgrest professors,
who by theend of the year had become closefriendsto us
all, was undoubtedly one of the most unforgettable
experiences of my life. | am very grateful for such an
opportunity!

' Mr. Zuhair M.H. Zaid .

;'_.'

Diplomat working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Palestine

Thescholarship offered by MEDAC at the University of
Mdtaisawd| known programmeinthePdesinianMinistry
of Foreign Affairs. It is a good opportunity to enrich a
diplomat’ sexperience. Thus, | did not hesitateto gpply for
thisscholarship despitemy specia circumstances, my age,
my family and other limitations

Atthebeginning | foundalot of difficultiesand| feltthat |
shouldreturn back home, but | foundred Sgtersandbrothers
in my class who supported me and encouraged me to
continuemy studies. Thesamegoesfor theMEDAC St&ff.
AtMEDAC onefindsthebest lecturersindl thesubjects. |
will never forget their effortsin encouraging usto takefull
advantageof theprogramme.

Sudyinginthisinditutionisauniqueopportunity. | can

never forget about thisexperience—theUniversty itsdlf, the
Academy, my classmatesand thepeopleinMata. Thanks
toall of youwho helped mehavesuch agreat and fruitful
experienceinthiswonderful country!

M.Dip Studentsgreeting Prof. Guido de Marco, Chairman
of MEDAC at the Opening Ceremony.
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r. Yusuph Mndolwa
M.Dip. Alumni from Tanzania
Class 2007 - 2008
Diplomat working at the Embassy of Tanzania in Stockholm

v

| first heard about MEDAC from a friend of mine
working at theMinistry of ForeignAffairsin Uganda
who happened to attend a diplomatic coursein Malta
organized under aCommonwedth program. Fromthere
on, | developed astrong desireto join MEDAC.

When| joined MEDAC, | cameto realizethat | made
the best decision ever. Coursesat MEDA C have been
carefully designed to enabl e studentsto conduct anin-
depth analysis of the challenges of the 21% century.
MEDAC lecturers are well-experienced, with strong
backgrounds in the fields of International Relations, Soon after the completion of my studiesat MEDAC, |
Regional Integration, Diplomacy, International Law, was posted to the Tanzanian Embassy in Stockholm. | find
climate change, security and Mediterranean affairs. The theknowledge| gained at MEDAC very relevant to my
round tabl e discussion with the German President H.E. daily work here at the Embassy. | very much appreciate
Horst Koller, embassy visits, astudy visit to Genevaand MEDAC's academic team, especially Prof. Stephen
the Malta tour are some of the events which made Calleya. | fed proud to be associated with MEDAC and |
MEDA C aunique experience. promise to be agood MEDA C ambassador. Long live
MEDAC!!!

Ve | Ms. Michela-Maria Debattista .

M.A. Alumni from Malta
Class 2005 - 2006
Diplomat working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Malta

Sudents meeting with H.E. Paolo Andrea Trabalza,
Ambassador of Italy to Malta, during a visit to hisresidence.

TheMediterranean Academy hasbeen awindow which crucid in promoting thefurther enhancement of an aready
exposed me to theory as well as its application as a existing diplomatic network —amechanismwhich | have
stepping stone and an indispensable set of tools, the pleasure of tapping every once and again and which
paramount for therealitiesof acarrier inthediplomatic makes matters easier in the course of one'sdutiesin the
fidd. diplomatic sphere.

AR [
The human dimension is perhaps the academy’s best mf
asset. Its academic staff, shared their knowledge and _
experience in aunique way, making the course anew
experience atogether. Thiswas one aspect which was
then complemented by the studentsthemselves, some of
whom were fully fledged diplomats and had been
exposed to tangible experiencewithin thiscareer.

| would alsoliketo point out that the academy isalso MEDAC Class2005/06 during the study-visit to Rome.
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International Night
Organized by the MEDAC Alumni Association

Asauniversty foundationrecaving Sudentsevery year from
different continents, MEDAC does not only provide an
opportunity for students to ameliorate their academic
knowledge and diplomatic skillsbut lsoaimsto crestea
multi-cultura environment. SinceitscrestiontheMEDAC
Alumni Associationit hassought to highlight thisconcept
throughvariousactivities.

Prof. Calleya & Dr. Lutterbeck together with students
and alumni at the International Night.

Theannud ‘ Internationa Night' eventisvery popular anong
MEDAC aumni and students aike. During this event,
particpantsshareabit of ther cultureby preparing treditiona
dishes, play ther traditiond music, and at times, wear thelr
netiond costumes. The2008 ediition of thel nternationa Night
took place on the 28" of November at Sun Down Court.
Theevent waswdl | atended by MEDAC dumni, whotook
the opportunity to meet their former class-mates.

It should be stressed that the event would not have been
suchagrest successif it werenot for theactive participation
of thecurrent MEDA C students, who excellently prepared
themgority of dishesfor theactivity andthemembersof the
Committee who worked energetically for a successful
outcomeinthisevent. Of course, thisevent would not have
been possible, without the perpetud support of theMEDAC
Director and g&ff, whaseencouragement and beckup feetured
heavily especidly intheweeksof preparationfor thisevent.

Thiseventisnot only asocid gathering, but dsointroduces
the studentsto thebig MEDAC family. Despitelivingin
different countries, wed shareacommon experiencewhich
hopefully wewill dl cherishand remember withnogtagia

http://www.medacalumni.org

. —
o t P s A

Sudents laying out their traditional food.
TheMEDACAIumni Assogaionisawaysdrivingtoenhance
itsnetwork. TheAssociaionisintheprocessof launchinga
new webgte, by which sudentsliving aroundtheworld can
beintouchwiththeAssociation. Thenetwork candevelop
further if everyoneof uscontributesand spreadstheword
about it. The Association also has a facebook group for
MEDACAIlumni, towhichformer and current sudentsare
most welcome.

]

David Cassar (centre), President of the Alumni
Association together with MEDAC students.

Alumni Event

Addressby H.E. Jean-Francgois Delahaut
Ambassador of Begium

“ Europe of Lisbon, the end of Europe of
Yalta - Towards the European
historical reconciliation”

Date: 30" April, 2009
Venue: German MateseCircle,
141, St.Christopher Street, Valletta
Time: 18:00 hours
All Alumni are invited
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Malta, the Hon. Dr. Tonio Borg visits MEDAC

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Malta, the Hon Dr. Tonio Borg, recently
delivered akeynote presentation at MEDAC on Malta's
foreign policy agendain the Euro-Mediterranean area.
Minister Borg highlighted the continuous and consi stent
strategic attention and support Maltahasbeen providing
to the promotion of pan-Mediterranean initiatives. This
included an assessment of the Euro-Med Partnership,
the Union for the Mediterranean, the Five plus Five

% ‘.:'.:_ .:- -

Forum and the Parliamentary Assembly of the The Hon. Dr. Tonio Borg, Deputy Prime Minister an
M editerranean, which was established in Matain 2007. Minister for Foreign Affairs and Prof. Siephen Calleya,
Director of MEDAC.

— Mediterrancan Academy of Diplomatic Studies —

MEDAC’s20" Anniver sary —Inter national Conference/ Alumni Reunion

MEDA C would liketo announcethat onthe occasion of the 20" Anniversary sinceitsestablishment it will beorganizing
an International Conference and Alumni Reunion between the 3 to the 6" of December, 2009. The International
Conferencewill also coincidewith the 20" Anniversary sincethe end of the Cold War and the historic Mata Summit
which broughtittoaclose. Inthiscontext the conferencewill have asitstheme: The End of the Cold War and the
Mediterranean 1989 -2009.

All MEDA C dumni areinvited to attend thisinternationa conferenceand reunion. For moreinformation contact uson
thefollowing e-mail: medadlibrary@um.edu.mt

FOR THOSE SEEKING TO PREPARE FOR AN INTERNATIONAL CAREER
TheAcademy offersthefollowing courses:

Oneyear Full-time Postgraduate Studies. Master in Diplomacy and Master of Artsin Diplomatic Sudies
Two year Part-time Diplomain Diplomatic Sudies

For more detailson these coursesand various activities of the Academy writeto:

TheDirector, Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies, University of Malta, Msida, MSD 2080, Mdta.
Tel: (+356) 2340 2821

Fax: (+356) 2148 3091

E-mail: medac@um.edu.mt

Website: http://www.med-academy.org/
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