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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The Edward de Bono Institute for the Design and Development of Thinking was set up at the 
University of Malta in collaboration with Professor Edward de Bono in 1992.  Initially, the Institute 
was concerned primarily with teaching Professor de Bono’s thinking tools at the University of 
Malta.  Over the years, the Institute has expanded and diversified its remit to cover four 
interrelated subject areas, namely creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship and foresight. 
 

Creativity refers to the generation of ideas that are novel and useful.  In today’s increasingly 
competitive environment, creativity is an indispensable asset which enhances opportunity 
identification and problem solving.  Contrary to popular belief, creativity is a skill, and just like 
any other skill it can be developed with practice through the use of a variety of tools and 
techniques that have been developed for this purpose. 
 

Innovation refers to the successful implementation of creative ideas to produce something of 
value. It relates not only to science and technology, but to the introduction of new products, 
services and processes in any context or industry.  Innovation is a necessary step in the creative 
process, as the benefits of creativity can only emerge if there is a system in place which manages 
the implementation of ideas. 
 

Entrepreneurship is generally associated with starting up and running one’s own business.  It is 
widely considered to be the backbone of the economy as it leads to job creation, innovation and 
economic growth.  However, there is much more to entrepreneurship than business ownership.  
The European Commission stresses the importance of cultivating an entrepreneurial culture or 
mindset, and has listed “a sense of initiative and entrepreneurship” as a key competence for life.  
The entrepreneurship key competence involves the knowledge, skills and attitudes that enable 
individuals to generate and implement creative ideas, to be self-confident, autonomous and 
proactive, to plan and execute projects, and to act in socially responsible ways.  This key 
competence is important not only for those wishing to start up and run their own business, but 
also for those seeking employment or a professional career. 
 

Foresight – or Futures Studies – involves taking a leap into the distant future to create scenarios 
and visions of the way the world might be.  It is about designing, creating and working towards 
specific scenarios and visions in an attempt to take action in the present, either to arrive at a 
desirable future or to mitigate unfavourable circumstances.  A number of methodologies are 
applied in the areas of policy (ICT, science and technology, environment, health, education and 
energy) and private organisations (corporate foresight). The design of desirable future scenarios 
draws on creativity as it involves the generation of novel ideas and possibilities. The 
implementation of policies to arrive at a desirable future requires innovation management skills. 
 

2. CONTACT DETAILS 
 

The Edward de Bono Institute for the Design and Development of Thinking, University of Malta 
63, Esperanto Street, Msida MSD 2011, Malta 
www.um.edu.mt/create; www.facebook.com/IoTM.um; instituteofthinking@um.edu.mt 
+356 2340 2434 / +356 2340 3912 

 

http://www.um.edu.mt/create
https://www.facebook.com/IoTM.um/?ref=br_rs
mailto:instituteofthinking@um.edu.mt
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3. INSTITUTE BOARD 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute is governed by a Board. Professor Noellie Brockdorff serves as 
Chairperson and Dr Leonie Baldacchino serves as Vice Chairperson and Director.   
 
In addition to the Chairperson and Director, the Board was made up of the following six members 
during the academic year 2018-2019: 
 

Professor Ted Fuller (Professor of Entrepreneurship and Strategic Foresight, Lincoln International 
Business School, UK) 
Professor Russell Smith (Director, Centre for Entrepreneurship and Business Incubation, 
University of Malta) 
Professor Vincent Cassar (Deputy Dean, Faculty of Economics, Management and Accountancy, 

University of Malta) 
Dr Isabelle Calleja Ragonesi (Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Arts, University of Malta) 
Dr Margaret Mangion (Senior Lecturer, Edward de Bono Institute, University of Malta) 
Mr Jean Karl Micallef Grimaud (Student Representative) 
 

 
Ms Josianne Sciberras acts as secretary to the Board.  
 
 

4. INSTITUTE STAFF 
 
During the academic year 2018-2019, the Edward de Bono Institute was made up of five full-time 
resident academic staff, two part-time visiting academic staff, one part-time research support 
officer, and two administrative staff. A number of casual part-time lecturers and interns also 
contributed to the Institute’s teaching, research and communications endeavours throughout 
the year. 
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Full-Time Resident Academic Staff 
 

 
 

Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
B.Psy.(Hons), M.A., 

Ph.D.(Warw.) 

Director, Senior Lecturer 

 
 

Dr Petra Caruana Dingli 
B.A., B.A.(Hons), M.A., 

D.Phil.(Oxon), M.B.A.(Maas.) 

Senior Lecturer 

 
 

Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
B.A., B.A.(Hons), M.A., 

Ph.D.(Dunelm) 

Professor 
 

 
 

Dr Margaret Mangion 
B.Psy., P.G.C.E.,M.B.A., 

D.Soc.Sci.(Leic.) 

Senior Lecturer 

 
 

Dr Lisa Pace 
B.Sc., M.Sc., 
Ph.D.(Manc.) 

Lecturer  
 

Part-time Visiting Academic Staff 
 

 
 

Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
B.Ed.(Hons), PG.Dip.Educ. (Admin. 

& Mgt.), M.A.   

Visiting Assistant Lecturer 

 
 

Ms Natalie Swaine Nwoko 
B.A.(Hons), M.A., PG Cert. in 

Therapeutic Play Skills (Cant.) 

Visiting Assistant Lecturer 
 

The full profiles of academic members of staff are available on the University website and may 
be found through the ‘Search’ facility: www.um.edu.mt/search 

https://www.um.edu.mt/search
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Research Support Staff  
 

 
 

Ms Kristina Buhagiar 
B.A. (Hons), M.CI(Melit.)  

Research Support Officer II 

 
 

 
Administrative Staff 
 

 
 

Ms Josianne Sciberras 
Administration Specialist 

 
 

Mr Matthew Tonna Gilford 
Administrator II 
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5. COURSES 
 

During the academic year 2018-2019, the Edward de Bono Institute offered the well-established 
Master in Creativity and Innovation, the part-time Diploma in Creativity, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, and a PhD research degree in the areas of Creativity, Innovation, 
Entrepreneurship and Foresight. All these courses form part of the 'Get Qualified' Scheme offered 
by the Ministry for Education and Employment. Upon successful completion, eligible students 
may benefit from a tax credit of up to 70% of the course fees, thus recovering most of the costs 
incurred. Moreover, the Institute offered a number of undergraduate study units that form part 
of a variety of courses at the University of Malta.   
 

Erasmus+ mobility agreements are in place to enable student and staff mobility between The 
Edward de Bono Institute and the following Universities: 

 Business School Berlin (Germany) 

 Fachhochschule Brandenburg University of Applied Sciences (Germany) 

 University of Applied Sciences Upper Austria, Campus Wels (Austria) 

 University of Potsdam (Germany) 

 University of Turku (Finland) 

 Wroclav University of Economics (Poland) 
 

5.1 Taught Programmes 
 

Master in Creativity and Innovation 
 

The Master in Creativity and Innovation is an interdisciplinary programme designed to assist 
participants to expand their perception, identify opportunities, employ creative skills, develop 
ideas individually and in teams, sustain a creative climate, manage innovation, and apply 
foresight methodologies to create future scenarios. It promotes imaginative, flexible and 
practical thought and action, and improves the ability to respond practically and creatively to 
problems and opportunities. This programme attracts professionals from a broad base of 
disciplines from the local and international scene. In October 2018, this Master programme 
attracted 14 students from Malta, Belgium, Germany, Ireland, Spain and the Netherlands. One 
Erasmus student from Austria also joined the programme. 
 

This Master programme is available both on a full-time and a part-time basis, with all lectures 
being held during the daytime.  The duration for full-time students is 3 semesters while that for 
part-time students is 6 semesters.  The programme comprises a total of 90 ECTS, of which 60 
ECTS are assigned to taught study-units and 30 ECTS are assigned to the dissertation.  Students 
who obtain the 60 ECTS assigned to the taught study-units with an average mark of at least 50% 
and do not proceed with the course, or having proceeded do not successfully complete the 
dissertation, are awarded a Postgraduate Diploma in Creativity and Innovation.   
 

Further information about the Master in Creativity and Innovation, including entry requirements 
and the full programme of studies, may be found through the University of Malta’s online ‘Course 
Finder’ (www.um.edu.mt/courses).  
 

http://www.um.edu.mt/courses
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Diploma in Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
 

This Diploma is aimed at individuals who would like to further their education and improve their 
career prospects but are not in a position to attend full-time day courses due to other 
commitments. Students develop knowledge, transferable skills and attitudes concerning 
creativity and idea generation, innovation (including innovation management) and 
entrepreneurship.  These are vital both for starting up and running a business and for enhancing 
employment prospects and advancing careers, since the demand for creative employees who are 
able to adapt to change, recognise opportunities, solve problems, and lead innovation is rising, 
both locally and overseas.  The programme comprises a total of 60 ECTS, offered over a period 
of four semesters (two academic years) of part-time study. Lectures are generally held on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 17.00 to 20.00. 
 

Further information about this Diploma, including entry requirements and the full programme of 
studies, may be found through the University of Malta’s online ‘Course Finder’ 
(www.um.edu.mt/courses).  
 
 
Undergraduate Study-Units  
 

During the academic year 2018-2019, The Edward de Bono Institute offered the following study-
units to a wide variety of Faculties, Institutes and Centres at the University of Malta: 
 

Semester I 
IOT 1006: Critical Thinking (2 ECTS) 
IOT 1008: An Introduction to Creativity (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2002: Communication and Innovation (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2003: Foresight – A Tool for Scenarios and Visions (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2005: Leadership and Organisational Innovation (2 ECTS) 
 
Semester II 
IOT 1002: Psychology of Creativity (4 ECTS) 
IOT 1009: A Toolkit for Thinking out of the Box (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2006: Creativity, Innovation and Digital Technologies: An Introduction (2 ECTS) 
IOT 2008: Innovation and Entrepreneurship: Practical Approaches (4 ECTS) 
IOT 3110: Creative and Critical Thinking for Public Officers (4 ECTS) 
 

These study-units enable students to develop skills and attitudes that are required in public and 
private organisations where key competences, transferable skills and knowledge concerning 
creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship and foresight are considered to be crucially important. 
These skills and attitudes will enable students to recognise opportunities and will improve their 
future career options.  
 

Further information about the above study units is available on the Institute website 
(www.um.edu.mt/create/aboutus). 

 
 

http://www.um.edu.mt/courses
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In addition to the above, the Institute’s academics serviced various other Faculties during 2018-
2019, by delivering all or part of the following study units that are related to their 
multidisciplinary areas of expertise: 
 

ENG 2096: The Pre-Raphaelites and their Circle 
ENG 3035: Shakespeare in Context 
ENG 2092: Travel Writing 
ENG 2176: Victorian Poetry 
ENG 2042: The English Novel in the Later Nineteenth Century: Henry James 
HSC 5123: Critical/Creative Thinking in Ethical Applications to Health Care 
HSC 2001: Critical Thinking in Ethical Applications for Bioscientists 
PHI 2002: The Philosophy of Mind: (a) An Introduction to the Philosophy of Mind; (b) A 
Contemporary Theory of Mind - John McDowell 
 
 

5.2 Research Programmes  
 
PhD in Creativity, Innovation, Entrepreneurship or Foresight 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute offers a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) Degree in the areas of 
Creativity, Innovation, Entrepreneurship or Foresight.  The course is aimed at students with a 
substantial background in one or more of these areas and enables them to specialise in those 
areas at Doctoral level. The course is offered both on a full-time and a part-time basis. The 
duration for full-time students is 3-4 years, while that for part-time students is 6-8 years. 
Applications may be submitted at any time of the year but prospective students are advised to 
contact the Institute (instituteofthinking@um.edu.mt) in order to discuss their proposal and to 
identify a suitable supervisor prior to submitting a formal application.  
 
The Institute currently has three PhD candidates, namely Mr Oliver Saliba who commenced in 
April 2017, Ms Kristina Buhagiar who started in February 2018, and Ms Izumi Nonaka, who joined 
the Institute from Japan in October 2018. Through the Institute, PhD candidates have access to 
the Doctoral School which provides support and guidance through various initiatives such as 
Doctoral workshops and a yearly symposium. The Doctoral workshops, which are designed by 
the Doctoral School in collaboration with academic and higher education staff, aim to provide 
PhD candidates with the professional skills needed to promote student wellbeing and 
professional growth, while also informing students on Doctoral procedures and milestones. The 
yearly symposium held by the Doctoral School provides PhD Candidates with the opportunity to 
present their research amongst peers, providing a safe environment to discuss their work and 
receive feedback.  
 
Further information about the University of Malta’s Doctoral Programme is available on the 
Doctoral School’s website (www.um.edu.mt/doctoralschool).  
 
 
  

mailto:instituteofthinking@um.edu.mt
http://www.um.edu.mt/doctoralschool
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6. GRADUATIONS 
 

During the graduation ceremony on 26 November 2018, eleven students were awarded the 
Master in Creativity and Innovation. A few days later, on 29 November 2018, eight students 
received their Diploma in Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship. This was the first cohort 
of students to graduate with this qualification, as the course was offered for the first time in 
October 2016. During this ceremony, three other students received their Post-Graduate Diploma 
in Creativity and Innovation. These students are pictured and listed below: 
 

   
 
 

Master in Creativity and 
Innovation 

PG Diploma in Creativity 
and Innovation 
 

Diploma in Creativity, 
Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Anton Abela 
Amber Bondin 
Dalziel Bugeja 
Sarah Bugeja 
Ryan Mark Camilleri 
Maryna Grechna 
Linda Justenborg Sonnichsen 
Martina Miggiani 
Joanne Scicluna 
Merve Senay 
Mark Trapani 
  

Adrian Attard 
Christopher Dalli 
Rohana Reed 

Andrew Abela 
Laura Marie Apap 
Jeroen Peter Bakker  
Marisa Baldacchino 
Susan Bharwani 
David Buhagiar 
Victoria Decelis 
Sarah Lucie Guertin 
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7. DISSERTATIONS 
 

The following Table lists the dissertations submitted by students who graduated with the Master 
in Creativity and Innovation on 26 November 2018: 
   

Name of Student Dissertation Title Supervisor and  Examiners 
 

Anton Abela 
 
 

The Role of Artistic Creativity in 
Chronic Pain Management 

Supervisor: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
External: Dr Marina De Tommaso 
Local: Dr Petra Caruana Dingli 
Local: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
Chair: Dr Margaret Mangion 
 

Amber Bondin Music in the Digital Age: 
Exploring the Influences of Digital 
Technologies on Innovation in the 
Music Industry in Malta 

Supervisor: Dr Petra Caruana Dingli 
External: Prof Robert Prey  
Local:  Dr Margaret Mangion 
Local: Professor Sandra Dingli 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Dalziel Bugeja A Study on Innovation in Tourism 
in the Post-Low Cost Carrier Era: A 
Focus on the Hotel Sector in 
Malta 

Supervisor: Dr Lisa Pace  
External: Dr Steven Pattinson 
Local: Dr Petra Caruana Dingli   
Local: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Sarah Bugeja  Towards Social Wealth in Malta: 
The Role of Social 
Entrepreneurship 

Supervisor: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
External: Ms Katherine Barker 
Local:  Dr Petra Caruana Dingli 
Local: Dr Lisa Pace  
Chair: Dr Margaret Mangion 
 

Ryan Mark Camilleri Surviving the Recession: Insights 
from SMEs in Malta  

Supervisor: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
External: Dr Jonathan M. Scott 
Local:  Professor Sandra Dingli 
Local: Dr Joseph Azzopardi 
Chair: Dr Petra Caruana Dingli 
 

Maryna Grechna Exploring the Influence of the 
Creative Environment on 
Advertising Creativity in the 
Context of Maltese Companies 

Supervisor: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
External: Dr Alessandro Amadori 
Local:  Dr Petra Caruana Dingli  
Local: Professor Sandra Dingli 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
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Name of Student Dissertation Title Supervisor and  Examiners 
 

Linda Justenborg 
Sonnichsen 

The Future of Entrepreneurship 
Education in Europe: A JAYE 
Perspective 

Supervisor: Dr Lisa Pace 
External: Professor Norris Kreuger 
Local:  Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
Local: Professor Sandra Dingli 
Chair: Dr Margaret Mangion  
 

Martina Miggiani The Effect of Competition 
amongst Student Organisations in 
the Generation of Innovative 
Offerings and Services: An 
Exploratory Study  

Supervisor: Dr Margaret Mangion 
External: Ms Katherine Barker 
Local:  Dr Lisa Pace  
Local: Professor Sandra Dingli 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Joanne Scicluna Maltese Teachers’ Perspectives of 
Creativity in Post-Secondary 
Mathematics  

Supervisor: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
External: Dr Robert Fisher 
Local: Dr Margaret Mangion 
Local: Dr Lisa Pace 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Merve Senay Transfer Passengers’ Perception 
of Service Innovations at Hub 
Airports: Munich International, 
Seoul Incheon, and Singapore 
Changi Airport 

Supervisor: Professor Sandra Dingli 
External: Professor Ian Miles 
Local:  Dr Lisa Pace 
Local: Dr Margaret Mangion 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Mark Trapani Success Factors in a Saturated 
Market. The Role of Creativity in 
the Food Outlets Frequented by 
University Students in Malta   

Supervisor: Dr Margaret Mangion 
External: Dr Jonathan M. Scott 
Local:  Dr Lisa Pace 
Local: Professor Sandra Dingli  
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
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8. EXTERNALLY FUNDED PROJECTS 
 
During the academic year 2018-2019, the Edward de Bono Institute participated in the following 
externally funded projects in collaboration with other institutions. 
 
KREATTIV Evaluation Study (October 2016 – May 2019) 
The Arts Council Malta engaged Dr Marie Briguglio from the University of Malta’s Department of 
Management, together with Dr Leonie Baldacchino and Dr Margaret Mangion from The Edward 
de Bono Institute, to carry out an evaluation study on the effectiveness of the KREATTIV funding 
programme.  This programme aims at enhancing students’ creativity and engaging them in the 
creative sector by enabling educators and creative practitioners to collaborate on projects 
related to all genres of art (www.artscouncilmalta.org/funds/kreattiv).  A report with the findings 
and recommendations that emerged from the evaluation study was submitted to the Arts Council 
Malta in May 2019. The total value of the project was Euro 16,850.  
 
CURIO Erasmus+ Project (January 2018 – September 2020) 
The Edward de Bono Institute is involved in project CURIO together with The Institute of Digital 
Games at the University of Malta, PlaceHolder Interactive (Malta), University of Venice (Italy), 
and University of Skövde (Sweden). The aims of this project are to stimulate students’ curiosity 
in scientific topics at elementary school level through the creation of a digital toolkit.  This toolkit 
will allow teachers and students to create scenarios that can then be played in a gamified, virtual 
environment.  The Institute academic involved in this project is Professor Sandra Dingli. Further 
information about this project is available at www.um.edu.mt/create/ourprojects/curio. 
 

DIFME Erasmus+ Knowledge Alliances Project (January 2019 – December 2021) 

The Edward de Bono Institute is involved in project DIFME (Digital Internationalisation and 
Financial Literacy Skills for Micro Entrepreneurs) together with the Malta Business Bureau 
(coordinators) and nine other partners from Ireland, Greece, Germany, Italy, Bulgaria and the 
Netherlands. The aims of this project are to identify the existing gaps in the financial and digital 
skills of micro entrepreneurs, and to develop online modules to address these gaps and enable 
such entrepreneurs to expand their businesses locally and internationally. The total value of the 
project is Euro 951,761 and the budget for the University of Malta is Euro 61,688. Institute staff 
involved in this project are Dr Leonie Baldacchino and Research Support Officer Ms Kristina 
Buhagiar. Further information on this project is available at www.difme.eu  
 
ProBM2 Erasmus+ Project (September 2019 – September 2021) 
ProBM2 (Understanding and Developing Business Models in the Globalisation Era) builds on the 
results of a previous project, ProBM (Understanding and Developing Business Models), both 
coordinated by ŁUKASIEWICZ Research Network - Institute for Sustainable Technologies, Poland. 
ProBM2 aims to design an online Business Models training program to be implemented in adult 
education for entrepreneurs.  The Edward de Bono Institute is involved in this project together 
with partners from Italy, Romania, Portugal, Greece and Switzerland. The budget for the 
University of Malta is Euro 32,370. Institute staff involved in this project are Professor Sandra 
Dingli, Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Dr Margaret Mangion and Research Support Officer Ms Kristina 
Buhagiar. 

http://www.artscouncilmalta.org/funds/kreattiv
http://www.um.edu.mt/create/ourprojects/curio
http://www.difme.eu/
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9.  PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS OVERSEAS 
 

The Edward de Bono Institute’s academic staff participated in a wide range of conferences and 
meetings outside Malta during the academic year 2018-2019.  These are summarised below. 
 
 

15-18 April 2019: GEC and GEN Annual Meeting – Manama, Bahrain  
Dr Leonie Baldacchino and Dr Nathaniel Massa from the Department of Management joined 
business leaders from over 170 countries in Manama, Bahrain, for the Global Entrepreneurship 
Congress (GEC) 2019.  This featured dozens of parallel events conducted by leading global 
organisations actively supporting the spread of an entrepreneurial culture. Among the highlights 
were inspiring keynotes by Skype founder Jonas Kjellberg and Samsung Global Senior Executive 
Pranav Mistry, several masterclasses on entrepreneurship skills such as pitching, starting and 
scaling a business, and numerous interactive discussions on topics related to entrepreneurship 
and innovation.  

 

    
 

Also included in the GEC programme were meetings for Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) 
country hosts, where GEW Malta received a special mention for the ‘Budding Rockstars’ 
conference that was held locally every year between 2015 and 2018. Organised by the Malta 
Communications Authority in collaboration with The Edward de Bono Institute and The Ministry 
of Education, this was an educational conference for Fifth Form students from all schools in 
Malta. It exposed students to the exciting world of start-ups and aimed at promoting 
entrepreneurship as an attractive career option. This conference also received a National 
Enterprise Support Award (NESA) from the Ministry of the Economy, Investment and Small 
Business in June 2019. Further details about this award are presented in Section 14 on p. 35. 
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16-19 June 2019: ISPIM Conference – Florence, Italy 
Dr Lisa Pace attended the ISPIM (International Society for Professional Innovation Management) 
Innovation Conference held in Florence. This annual conference brings together academics, 
practitioners and business representatives engaged in the ideation, design and implementation 
of innovation. The four-day event consisted of workshops, presentations and deep-dive 
discussions addressing different aspects of innovation.  
 

 
 

 
25-28 June 2019: EURAM 2019 Conference – Lisbon, Portugal 
Professor Sandra Dingli attended the EURAM (European Academy of Management) Conference 
2019, which was themed ‘Exploring the Future of Management’. This was held at ISCTE – Instituto 
Universitario de Lisboa, in Lisbon, Portugal. The annual EURAM conference attracts thousands of 
academics from Europe and beyond, providing scholars with a platform to present their research, 
promote discussions and develop their networks.     
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26-29 June 2019: DIFME Second Partners’ Meeting – Dublin, Ireland 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino and Ms Kristina Buhagiar attended the second partners meeting1 of 
project DIFME at the Technological University Dublin. Each partner presented the work carried 
out to date and participated in discussions to establish the way forward.  
 

 
 
 
October 2018 to September 2019: Research Visits in Rome and London 
 
Throughout the academic year 2018-2019, Dr Petra Caruana Dingli carried out research at the 
Archivio Segreto del Vaticano in Rome, Italy, and the British Library in London, UK. 
 
 
10.  PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS IN MALTA 
 
In addition to the conferences and meetings attended overseas, The Edward de Bono Institute’s 
members of staff participated in various events and activities in Malta during the academic year 
2018-2019.  These are summarised below. 
 
15 October 2018: University of Malta Strategic Development Forum 
Institute Board Chairperson Professor Noellie Brockdorff and Dr Leonie Baldacchino attended the 
Strategic Development Forum for Senate and Sub-Committee Members at the University of 
Malta Valletta Campus. This was one of a series of fora that were held as part of the development 
of the University’s Strategic Plan 2020-2025. 
 
15 and 31 October 2018: Delivery of Workshops for the UM Doctoral School 
Dr Margaret Mangion was invited by the University of Malta’s Doctoral School to conduct a 
workshop on creative and critical thinking as part of its Professional Development Workshops. 
This 3-hour workshop was delivered in two instances, once in the morning and once in the 
evening, to be accessible to both full-time and part-time Doctoral candidates. 
 
 
                                                 
1 The kick-off partners’ meeting was held in Malta in February 2019 – please refer to Section 10 for further details. 
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19 October 2018: Young Entrepreneurs Business Forum 
Dr Margaret Mangion delivered a presentation entitled ‘How do we create a culture of 
innovation?’ during the ‘Young Entrepreneurs Business Forum’ organised by PwC Malta. 
Participants learned about the role of organisational culture in fostering innovation and 
remaining competitive.  
 

 
 
 
24 October 2018: Book Presentation to the University of Malta Library 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli presented a copy of her latest publication, entitled ‘Adeodata Pisani: A 
mystic nun in Mdina’, to the University of Malta library. This is a book by the late Rev. Prof. Peter 
Serracino Inglott, former Rector of the University of Malta. The author had worked on this 
remarkable script for several years but it had not yet been published before his demise in 2012. 
Finally it is available in this volume, and it is sure to be treasured by the many persons who 
appreciate the fine intellectual output and legacy of this extraordinary priest and philosopher. 
This 200-page volume is edited and introduced by Dr Petra Caruana Dingli, Senior Lecturer at the 
Edward de Bono Institute at the University of Malta. It also contains contributions and analysis 
by Rev. Professor Hector Scerri, Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Theology, and by Ranier Fsadni, 
Lecturer at the Department of Anthropological Sciences at the University of Malta, as well as a 
preface by the Bishop of Gibraltar Carmel Zammit. The book is published by St Peter's Monastery 
in Mdina, and is lavishly illustrated, with photographs and design by Daniel Cilia.  
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26 October 2018: Guest Lecture on Emotional Intelligence and Communication Skills 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino conducted a 3-hour guest lecture on emotional intelligence and 
communication skills as part of a unit offered by the University of Malta’s Centre for Labour 
Studies for public officers (CLS 4000 - People Management and Industrial Relations for Public 
Officers), upon request from the Office of the Prime Minister.  
 
31 October 2018: EIT Awareness Day 
Professor Sandra Dingli attended an EIT (European Institute of Innovation and Technology) 
Awareness Day organised by MCST (Malta Council for Science and Technology) and the 
Parliamentary Secretary for Financial Services, Digital Economy and Innovation at ESPLORA, Villa 
Bighi, Kalkara. 
 
01-02 November 2018: Engaging the Contemporary Conference 
Professor Sandra Dingli attended the conference Engaging the Contemporary: Reconfiguring the 
Aesthetic organised by the University of Malta’s Department of Philosophy at the Valletta 
Campus. 
 
06 November 2018: Consultation Session on the Agenda for the Future of Smart Specialisation  
Dr Lisa Pace attended the consultation session organised by MCST on the future of Malta’s Smart 
Specialisation strategy. The session was attended by academics from the University of Malta, as 
well as industry representatives and policymakers. It was part of a wider consultation effort to 
engage stakeholders in an entrepreneurial discovery process to design smart specialisation 
themes. 
 
10 November 2018: Startup Cafe’ 
Malta Enterprise organised a Startup Café as part of the Malta/EU SME Week programme of 
events. Startups and youths had the opportunity to meet and network with mentors from 
different fields and backgrounds to discuss ideas, pose questions or simply catch up with the 
current and emerging trends and business realities. Various professionals and academics shared 
their experiences in order to help participants further develop their entrepreneurial skills. Dr 
Leonie Baldacchino moderated the programme and chaired a panel discussion on ‘Why Startups 
Need to Keep Up with Product Innovation’. Institute Board Member Prof Russell Smith chaired 
another panel session on ‘Growing Your Business’.  
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November 2018: Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) 
 

 
 
For the eleventh consecutive year, The Edward de Bono Institute was the National Host for the 
GEW activities in Malta.  The Institute collaborated with various partners to organise the 
following events with the participation of approx. 600 people: 
 
08 November 2018: Budding Rockstars Conference  
The first event on the GEW 2018 programme was ‘Budding Rockstars’. This conference 
introduced top achieving Fifth Form students (15-16 year-olds) from every school in Malta to the 
exciting world of entrepreneurship and innovation. The 2018 edition was held at Grand Hotel 
Excelsior, Floriana, and was attended by over 150 students and 50 educators. The Minister for 
Education and Employment, Hon. Evarist Bartolo, and Parliamentary Secretary for Youths, Sports 
and Voluntary Organisations, Dr Clifton Grima, also attended part of the conference. The 
conference included interactive discussions with emerging and established entrepreneurs, 
followed by group workshops conducted by the Edward de Bono Institute’s academic staff and 
Master in Creativity and Innovation students, where participants learned to use a creative 
thinking technique to generate ideas for innovative products or services related to technology 
and communication. This event was organised by the Malta Communications Authority in 
collaboration with the Edward de Bono Institute and the Directorate for Educational Services, 
and supported by the Secretariat for Catholic Education, and BeSmartOnline.  
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12 November 2018: MBA Business Concept Pitching Event 
Executive MBA final year students taking an entrepreneurship elective study unit presented their 
early stage business concepts to a select panel of experts and practitioners involved in the field 
of entrepreneurship. Project deliverables of the elective programme required students to engage 
in an extended feasibility study assessing potential for their business idea as a prelude to 
potentially pursuing the concept and entrepreneurial opportunity further. This event was 
organised by the University of Malta’s Department of Management in collaboration with The 
Edward de Bono Institute.   
 
13 November 2018: Panel Discussion: Steering your Startup to Success 
During this event, which was organised by The Edward de Bono Institute and held at The 
University of Malta, speakers from different entrepreneurial backgrounds discussed what factors 
play a role in overcoming obstacles in entrepreneurship and steering startups to success. The 
panel members were Simon Azzopardi (President of Silicon Valletta and Founder of Sherpa 
Management Services Ltd.), Monique Chambers (Founder of Indulge Me, and Freelance 
Marketing and PR Consultant), Joseph G. Cutajar (Managing Director of Mediterranean Insurance 
Brokers Ltd.), and Carolin Zeitler (Alchemist at The Impact Collective, Coach and Freelance 
Writer). Dr Leonie Baldacchino moderated the discussion. 
 

 
 
13-15 November 2018: JAYE Company Programme Masterclasses 
The JAYE (Junior Achievement Young Enterprise) Company Programme aims at teaching post-
secondary students how to take a business idea from concept to reality. A number of 
masterclasses are organised as part of this programme throughout the academic year, including 
three which were held during GEW. These masterclasses focused on business planning and 
financial preparations, leadership and HR management, and market research. 
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14 November 2018: Malta Enterprise Role and Activities 
Malta Enterprise is the national development agency responsible for the growth and 
development of Maltese enterprises both locally and beyond our shores. This organisation works 
hand in hand with businesses to help them set up, expand, innovate and access global markets, 
thus sustaining economic growth and retaining and increasing employment. The aim of this 
event, which was held Malta Enterprise Head Office, was to inform University of Malta students 
about the incentives offered by this agency to assist local businesses. The preliminary findings of 
a startup ecosystem mapping exercise that was carried out as part of an EU-funded project called 
InnovFoster were also shared with the students. This event was organised by The Edward de 
Bono Institute and Degree Plus, in collaboration with Malta Enterprise.  
 

    
 
16 November 2018: Unleash Your Ideas 
This interactive workshop introduced students attending MCAST (Malta College of Science and 
Technology) Gozo Campus to a creative thinking tool that may be used to generate ideas for new 
products and services. The workshop was conducted by Dr Leonie Baldacchino with the 
assistance of Ms Shirley Debono and Mr David Xuereb, who were reading for the Institute’s 
Diploma in Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship at the UM Gozo Campus. This was the 
first time that a GEW event was held in Gozo. The workshop was organised by The Edward de 
Bono Institute in collaboration with MCAST Gozo Campus.   
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19 November 2018: Postgraduate Research Seminar  
The Edward de Bono Institute held its fourth Postgraduate Research Seminar as part of GEW 
2018. Academic staff delivered presentations about their research interests and projects, and 
postgraduate students Mr Anton Abela, Ms Kristina Buhagiar and Mr Dalziel Bugeja presented 
their dissertation research during this half-day seminar, which provided a space for scholarly 
debate with peers and mentors.  
 

 
 

22 November 2018: Visit to TAKEOFF Business Incubator 
TAKEOFF is a technology business incubator based at the University of Malta, aimed at helping 
entrepreneurs create successful STEAM (science, technology, engineering, creative media and 
knowledge-based) start-ups. This event, which concluded the GEW 2018 programme, included 
presentations by the Incubator Manager Ing. Joseph Bartolo and CEBI (Centre for 
Entrepreneurship and Business Incubation) Director Professor Russell Smith on the support and 
incentives they offer to start-ups, and by incubatees Ms Deborah Falzon (Centru Tbexbix) and Leli 
Agius (Toma). This event was organised by The Edward de Bono Institute in collaboration with 
TAKEOFF Incubator and CEBI, all at the University of Malta. 
 
 
22 November 2018: Financing Energy Efficiency Workshop 
Dr Lisa Pace attended an event organised by the European Commission in partnership with the 
UN Environment Finance Initiative, the Ministry for Energy and Water Management and the 
Ministry of Transport, Infrastructure and Capital Projects. The principal aim of the event was to 
share best practice from Malta and Italy on how energy efficiency investments can be financed. 
 
26 November 2018: ‘Market of Skills’  
Dr Margaret Mangion delivered a workshop on marketing skills for Form 2 students at Tarxien 
Middle School (St Thomas Moore College). This was part of an initiative by the school’s PSCD 
team to foster entrepreneurship skills among their students. 
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January – February 2019: Critical and Creative Thinking Workshops for Nurses in Mental Health 
Dr Margaret Mangion conducted workshops on critical and creative thinking as part of a research 
project titled ‘Knowledge is Power: Taking Steps towards Nursing Empowerment’. This project 
was coordinated by Dr Josianne Scerri, Head of Department of Mental Health within the Faculty 
of Health Sciences at the University of Malta. It was designed to empower nurses who work in a 
mental health setting to cope with the challenges they face at the workplace, with the aim of 
offsetting burnout, depression, stress and anxiety. 
 
 

 
 
01 February – 30 April 2019: Designing, Delivering and Evaluating Online Study-Units Course 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli and Dr Lisa Pace attended and successfully completed a 9-week training 
course on the development and delivery of e-learning courses led by Professor Colla McDonald 
(Professor Emeritus, University of Ottawa and Senior Researcher in the Vice Rectors Office at the 
University of Malta) and Mr James Cilia (IT Services). The participants were awarded 2ECTS credits 
for the course. The certification awards ceremony was held on the 29 May 2019 and presided by 
Pro-Rector Professor Ing. Saviour Zammit, Chairman of the Distance and e-Learning Committee. 
 
07-08 February 2019: DIFME Project Kick-Off Meeting 
The DIFME kick-off meeting was held at the Malta Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise and 
Industry in Valletta. During this meeting, the coordinator outlined the project timeline and key 
deliverables, and each partner delivered a brief presentation of their organisation and their role 
in the project.  
 
19 February 2019 – Introduction to Blockchain 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli and Dr Lisa Pace attended an ‘Introduction to Blockchain’ session held 
for academic members of staff by the Centre for Distributed Ledger Technologies at the 
University of Malta. During the workshop, Professor Gordon Pace and Dr Joshua Ellul, who lead 
the Blockchain Research Group, provided an overview of blockchain and smart contracts, 
illustrating possible areas of application of this technology. 
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11 March 2019: BPW Careers Day 
Dr Lisa Pace represented the Institute at the BPW (Business and Professional Women) Careers 
Day which was held at MFCC (Malta Fairs and Conventions Centre) in Ta’ Qali. This annual event 
was held under the patronage of H.E. Marie Louise Coleiro Preca, (then) President of Malta, for 
secondary school students. The attendees were exposed to a myriad of jobs at all levels across a 
large number of industries, and had the opportunity to speak directly to the women acting as 
mentors during the event about their career and experiences. 
 

 
 
25 March 2019: Creativity and Entrepreneurship Workshop 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino conducted a workshop on creativity and entrepreneurship for local and 
visiting First Year Bachelor of Engineering students as part of the Carousel Week initiative 
organised by the Faculty of Engineering at the University of Malta. This is an international student 
exchange programme involving Häme University of Applied Sciences (Finland), University of 
Applied Sciences Nancy-Brabois (France), Budapest University of Technology and Economics 
(Hungary) and University of Malta. It gives students the opportunity to collaborate in team-based 
activities and exposes them to practical engineering work. 
 
28 March 2019: St Dorothy’s Secondary School Careers Day  
Dr Leonie Baldacchino represented The Edward de Bono Institute at St Dorothy’s Secondary 
School Careers Day. She shared a space dedicated to the promotion of creativity and 
entrepreneurship with Institute Alumna Elizabeth Pulo, who participated in the event on behalf 
of Junior Achievement Young Enterprise.  
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April 2019: World Creativity and Innovation Week (WCIW) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In April each year, Dr Margaret Mangion coordinates the WCIW events in Malta in collaboration 
with various entities. Locally, the main theme for WCIW 2019 was ‘sustainability’.  This was 
approached through a variety of activities that addressed sustainability from different 
perspectives and helped to raise awareness about the need for creativity and innovation across 
different strata of society.  Events varied in form and content with the aim of attracting different 
audiences.  
 
 
08-12 April 2019: Strategic Decision Making Workshops  
The WCIW 2019 programme kicked off with three interactive game-based workshops delivered 
by visiting lecturer Dr Joanna Radomska from the Strategic Management Department at Wroclaw 
University of Economics, Poland.  One workshop was about aspects of decision making in 
organisations and the other two were about leading strategic change.  These sessions were open 
to students and staff of the University of Malta, and to the general public. 
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11 April 2019: Creative Approaches to Waste Reduction 
This event focused on sustainable practices from a food preparation and fashion perspective. It 
included hands-on activities that raised students’ awareness of consumption practices and their 
implications. It was co-ordinated and supervised by Dr Margaret Mangion in collaboration with 
Dr Lorraine Portelli and Ms Lucienne Barbara from the Department of Health, Physical Education 
and Consumer Studies within the Faculty of Education, and led by BSc in Home Economics 
students for fellow students on other courses.   
 

    
 
 
11 April 2019: Keynote Presentation on 'The Psychology of Being Creative' 
Next on the WCIW programme was a keynote presentation on 'The Psychology of Being Creative' 
by Dr Margaret Mangion at the ‘Undertones: Mental Health and Arts Seminar’. This was 
organised by Dr Alexei Sammut and Dr Josianne Scerri from the University of Malta’s Department 
of Mental Health within the Faculty of Health Sciences. 
 
12 April 2019: Mini Hackathon on Sustainability  
The final activity for WCIW 2019 was a mini hackathon aimed at exploring different approaches 
for sustainable practices in traffic management and food waste.  This event was organised in 
collaboration with the University of Malta’s ICCSD (Institute for Climate Change and Sustainable 
Development) with the support of the Mediterranean Conference Centre.  Dr Therese Bajada and 
Ms Margaret Camilleri Fenech from the ICCSD set the scene, while Master in Creativity and 
Innovation students and alumni facilitated the hackathon.  
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17 May 2019: Workshop on Developing Creative Thinking in Schools 
Dr Margaret Mangion was invited to deliver a workshop on ‘Developing Creative Thinking in 
Schools’ as part of an Erasmus+ In-Service Training initiative entitled ‘Metalearning and Thinking 
Skills’. Over 20 educators from different European Countries participated in this workshop, which 
was organised by Eekhout Academy (Belgium) and held in Gozo. 
 

 
 
22 May 2019: Workshop on Creativity for Designers and Artisans 
Dr Margaret Mangion delivered an interactive workshop on creativity for designers and artisans 
during an event organised by the Ministry for the Economy, Investment and Small Business. 
During this workshop, participants shared ideas in group activities which enhanced networking 
and a collaborative spirit. The workshop was followed by a presentation on funding opportunities 
available for innovative products and collaborative projects through the WORTH Programme. 
 

14 June 2019: EIC Roadshow Moderation 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino moderated the EIC (European Innovation Council) Roadshow event held 
at Esplora, Kalkara organised by the MCST in collaboration with the EC (European Commission) 
Representation in Malta. During this event, representatives of the EC presented the objectives of 
the EIC funding programme and provided practical information related to the submission and 
evaluation of proposals. A panel discussion on EIC-related plans and expectations was also held. 
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02 July 2019: Horizon 2020 Info Day 
Dr Lisa Pace attended an information session on prospects for funding research and innovation 
within the frame of the EU’s Horizon 2020 Programme. The event was organised by MCST. 
 
12 July 2019: ‘100Mirrors Inclusive’ Seminar 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino and Dr Margaret Mangion attended a seminar organised by Across Limits 
as part of Erasmus+ project ‘100Mirrors Inclusive: Tools for the Motivation of Enterprising 
Disabled Women’. This seminar showcased the accomplishments of some of the women involved 
in the project, and unveiled an e-learning platform aimed at women with disabilities to improve 
their entrepreneurial skills.   
 
24 July 2019: Meeting with H.E. The President of Malta 
Members of the ‘Budding Rockstars’ organising team including Dr Leonie Baldacchino were 
invited to meet H.E. The President of Malta Dr George Vella, where they presented the €15,000 
prize money received through the National Enterprise Support Awards (see Section 14 and 17 for 
further details) to the Malta Community Chest Fund.  Dr Baldacchino outlined some of the work 
of the Institute to H.E. The President, who commended all efforts to foster creativity and 
entrepreneurship. 
 

 
 
19 September 2019: Workshop on Big Data Platforms for Future Foresight 
Professor Sandra Dingli delivered a presentation on the Edward de Bono Institute’s courses, 
research and projects during a workshop on the use Big Data platforms in futures studies. This 
workshop was organised by Kazimieras Simonavičius University Vilnius, Lithuania, and held at the 
Plaza Hotel in Sliema. Participants hailed from Finland, France, Lithuania and Malaysia. 
 
25 September 2019: Presentation on Digital Creativity Training  
Professor Sandra Dingli and Dr Leonie Baldacchino delivered a presentation on ‘Digital Creativity 
Training’ at the launch of the new premises of the University of Malta’s Institute of Digital Games. 
They gave an outline of The Edward de Bono Institute’s current and past projects that involved 
serious digital games, such as FEPIC (Female Engineers Pushing Innovation in Companies), 
CREMO (Academy for Creativity) and CURIO. 
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27 September 2019: The Creative Jam at Science in the City 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Professor Sandra Dingli and Dr Margaret Mangion collaborated with jazz 
trio Stretta Swing to run ‘The Creative Jam’, an event held at Palazzo Parisio, Valletta, as part of 
Science in the City 2019. During this event, participants carried out creative thinking tasks and 
learned about jazz improvisation techniques, while Dr Baldacchino, Professor Dingli and 
Margaret Mangion gathered data for a study they are conducting on jazz improvisation and idea 
generation. Prior to the main event, The Creative Jam was piloted at Offbeat in Valletta on 28 
August 2019 in order to refine the research protocol. Both events were widely publicised (see 
press coverage in Section 17) and well attended. 
 

    
 
 

11.  VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute welcomed several visitors from overseas during the academic year 
2018-2019.  These are outlined below. 
 
 
08 April 2019: Students from Denmark 
A group of approximately 30 students and two lecturers from the International Business College 
in Denmark visited the University of Malta for a meeting with Dr Leonie Baldacchino. These 
students learn about Edward de Bono’s Six Thinking Hats in their course and they wanted to find 
out more about what is offered at the Institute. Before their meeting, they were taken on a 
campus tour organised by the University’s Communications and Alumni Office. 
 
08-12 April 2019: Dr Joanna Radomska 
As mentioned earlier in this report, Dr Joanna Radomska from the Strategic Management 
Department at Wroclaw University of Economics, Poland, visited The Edward de Bono Institute 
to conduct workshops as part of WCIW 2019. Additionally, meetings were held with the 
Institute’s academic members of staff to explore research and collaboration ideas related to 
mutual areas of interest. This visit was made possible through the Erasmus+ Mobility programme. 
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12 April 2019: Mr Antoine Musu  
Dr Leonie Baldacchino and Professor Sandra Dingli met Mr Antoine Musu, Educator in Marketing, 
Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Small Business at the University of Western Australia and 
discussed possibilities for future collaboration including projects, research and exchange visits.  
 
06-10 May 2019: Dr Andrea Caputo 
Dr Andrea Caputo from Lincoln University Business School visited The Edward de Bono Institute 
to deliver IOT 5034: Entrepreneurship and Innovation. This is an intensive study-unit that forms 
part of the Institute’s Master in Creativity and Innovation and was delivered by Dr Caputo over 
five intensive days at the Faculty of Media and Knowledge Sciences, University of Malta. 
 

   
 

 
12.  GUEST SPEAKERS AND OFF-CAMPUS VISITS 

 

The Edward de Bono Institute works hard to establish Industry-Academia links and to expose its 
students to the world of work, as this will enable them to better apply theory to practice.  During 
the academic year 2018-2019, the Institute’s academic members of staff organised a number of 
off-campus sessions and invited several guest speakers, as outlined below. 
 
18 December 2018: Guest Lecture by Ms Szofia Borojevity 
Dr Margaret Mangion invited HR Consultant Ms Szofia Borojevity to deliver a presentation on the 
benefits of mindfulness in organisations to the Institute’s Master in Creativity and Innovation 
students as part of the study unit IOT 5032: Leadership and Innovation in Organisations.  

 
08 January 2019: Visit to MITA  
Dr Margaret Mangion organised an off-campus visit for the Institute’s Master in Creativity and 
Innovation students to MITA (Malta Information Technology Agency) as part of IOT5032: 
Leadership and Innovation in Organisations. The students had the opportunity to explore MITA’s 
new Emerging Technologies Lab, which boasts various cutting edge devices including 3D Printers 
and Virtual Reality headsets.  
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12 March 2019: Guest Lecture by Ing. Mireille Muscat 
Ing. Mireille Muscat, Head of Marketing at telecommunications operator Melita, delivered an 
interactive lecture to Master in Creativity and Innovation students and members of staff on ‘Big 
data and its uses’ as part of the study unit IOT5028: Innovation and Digital Technology, following 
an invitation from Professor Sandra Dingli.  
 

 
 
26 March to 21 May 2019: The ‘Mystery Client’ Assignment 
Dr Margaret Mangion organised a visit for the Institute’s Master in Creativity and Innovation 
students to the Head Office of Melita as part of the study unit IOT5039: Integrating Creativity and 
Innovation in Marketing Concepts. Prior to this visit, the students were informed that in order to 
successfully complete this study unit, they would need to formulate a marketing plan for a 
‘mystery client’. Upon arrival, Dr Mangion announced that Melita was the mystery client, who 
outlined and discussed the marketing challenges that the students were required to address. The 
students presented their marketing plans on 21 May 2019 to Dr Margaret Mangion, Dr Franco 
Curmi from the University of Malta’s Department of Marketing who delivers part of this study 
unit, and to the Melita executives who provided the brief. This collaboration between the 
Institute and Melita was featured in several newspapers and news portals (see press coverage in 
Section 17), and a one-minute promotional video clip was produced by Melita and posted on 
social media: www.facebook.com/IoTM.um/videos/578157496285402/ 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/IoTM.um/videos/578157496285402/
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02 April 2019: Visit to Malta Dairy Products  
Dr Margaret Mangion organised a visit for the Master in Creativity and Innovation students to 
Malta Dairy Products Ltd. as part of the study unit IOT5039: Integrating Creativity and Innovation 
in Marketing Concepts. The students were taken on a tour of the production facilities and 
discussed marketing and branding strategies with company executives. 
 

 
 
16 May 2019: Guest Lecture by Professor Noellie Brockdorff 
Professor Noellie Brockdorff, who is the Dean of the Faculty of Knowledge Science and 
Chairperson of the Board of The Edward de Bono Institute, delivered a guest lecture on the 
neuroscience of creativity to the Master in Creativity and Innovation students and academic 
members of staff. This lecture formed part of the study unit IOT 5024: Creativity – Psychological 
Perspectives, coordinated by Dr Leonie Baldacchino. 
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13. STAFF PUBLICATIONS AND ACADEMIC REVIEWING 
 
Publications (Forthcoming)  
 
Caruana Dingli, P. (forthcoming). A Heritage of Beauty: Henry James and the Spoils of Italy. In I. 

Callus et al. (Eds.) Festschrift for Professor Peter Vassallo, University of Malta. 

Hänninen, L.I., Byrge, C., Nunez, P., Tang, C., Brøndum, K., Dingli, S.M., and Pulis Xerxen, S. 

(forthcoming). Digital gamified creativity training: Effects on domain-specific creativity, 
creative self-efficacy, belief in creativity training, and domain-general creativity. Thinking 
Skills and Creativity. 

Pace L. A. (forthcoming). Steering a Sustainability Transition in Tourism: The Role of Policy in 

Greening Hospitality. In P. Laredo and S. Randles (Eds.) Responsible Innovation Governance 

at Stake. Edward Elgar, UK. 

 
Publications 2018/2019 
 
Baldacchino, L. (2018). Inclusive Entrepreneurship Policies, Country Assessment Notes. Malta, 

2017. European Commission, OECD Publishing.  
www.oecd.org/industry/smes/MALTA-country-note-2017.pdf  

 This Country Note was edited by the OECD and published as a Country Profile in The Missing 
Entrepreneurs 2017: Policies for Inclusive Entrepreneurship. OECD and European Commission. 
www.oecd-ilibrary.org/employment/the-missing-entrepreneurs-2017_9789264283602-en 

 
Baldacchino, L. (2018). Inclusive Entrepreneurship Policies, Country Assessment Notes. Malta, 

2018. European Commission, OECD Publishing. 
 www.oecd.org/cfe/smes/MALTA-Country-Note-2018.pdf  

 This Country Note was edited by the OECD and published as a Country Profile in The Missing 
Entrepreneurs 2019: Policies for Inclusive Entrepreneurship. OECD and European Commission. 

 www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/the-missing-entrepreneurs-2019_3ed84801-en  

 

Baldacchino, L. (2019). Creativity, entrepreneurship and innovation. In G. Baldacchino, V. Cassar, 
& J. Azzopardi (Eds.) Malta and its Human Resources: Management and Development 
Perspectives, Malta University Press. 

 

Baldacchino, L. (2019). Intuition in entrepreneurial cognition. In A. Caputo & M. Pellegrini (Eds.) 
The Anatomy of Entrepreneurial Decisions: Past, Present and Future Directions. Cham: Springer 
Nature.  

 

Baldacchino, L. (2019) (Ed.). Proceedings of the Innovation Challenge: Go Green. Aġenzija 
Żgħażagħ and The Edward de Bono Institute for the Design and Development of Thinking, 
University of Malta. 

 www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/401212/GoGreen_Digital_Final.pdf  

http://www.oecd.org/industry/smes/MALTA-country-note-2017.pdf
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/employment/the-missing-entrepreneurs-2017_9789264283602-en
http://www.oecd.org/cfe/smes/MALTA-Country-Note-2018.pdf
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/the-missing-entrepreneurs-2019_3ed84801-en
http://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/401212/GoGreen_Digital_Final.pdf
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Bonello, G., Caruana Dingli, P. & De Lucca, D. (Eds.) (2018). Encounters with Valletta: A Baroque 

City Through the Ages, University of Malta, Malta 
 
Brøndum, K., Hänninen, L.I., Nunez, P., Byrge, C., Tang, C., Dingli, S.M., and Pulis Xerxen, S. (2019). 

Online gamified training for business innovation: Examining an embodied gamified e-
learning module on creativity. Journal of Creativity and Business Innovation, 5.  
www.journalcbi.com/embodied-gamified-elearning-module-on-creativity.html  

 
Caruana Dingli, P. (2018). The 'Culture of Writing' in Late Sixteenth-Century Malta: Oliviero and 

Caterina Vasco's Charitable Deed. Journal of Baroque Studies, 2(2), 47-62. 
 
Caruana Dingli, P. (2018). Life in nineteenth-century Valletta: Maltese and British cross-currents. 

In G. Bonello, P. Caruana Dingli & D. De Lucca (Eds.) Encounters with Valletta: A Baroque 
City Through the Ages, pp. 289-313. University of Malta, Malta. 

 
Caruana Dingli, P. (2018). The Old Valletta Food Market. In G. Bonello, P. Caruana Dingli & D. De 

Lucca (Eds.) Encounters with Valletta: A Baroque City Through the Ages, pp. 265-277. 
University of Malta, Malta. 

 
Caruana Dingli, P. (2018). The Waterside of Valletta: Grand Masters, Travellers and Military Men. 

In G. Bonello, P. Caruana Dingli & D. De Lucca (Eds.) Encounters with Valletta: A Baroque 
City Through the Ages, pp. 213-227. University of Malta, Malta. 

 
Caruana Dingli, P. (2018). Visiting St Peter's Monastery. In P. Caruana Dingli (Ed.) Peter Serracino 

Inglott - Adeodata Pisani: A Mystic Nun in Mdina, pp. 2-12. St Peter's Monastery, Malta. 
 
Dingli, S. M. & Baldacchino, L. (2018). Creativity and digital literacy: Skills for the future. Paper 

presented at the International Conference on Creativity and Innovation, Osaka, Japan. 
 
Dingli, S. M., Pulis Xerxen, S., Byrge, C., Brøndum, K., Nunez, P., Hänninen, L. I., & Tang, C. (2018). 

Learning Perspectives on Digital Embodied Creativity Training. Journal of Creativity and 
Business Innovation, 4, 111-123. 
www.journalcbi.com/uploads/3/1/8/7/31878681/learning_perspectives_on_digital_emb
odied_creativity_training_by_sandra_m_dingli_shirley_pulis_xerxen_christian_byrge_kris
tian_br%C3%B8ndum_patricia_nunez_liisa_irene_h%C3%A4nninen_chaoying_tang.pdf 

 
Hanohov, R. & Baldacchino, L. (2018). Opportunity recognition in sustainable entrepreneurship: 

An exploratory study. International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behavior and Research, 
Special Issue: Advancing Sustainable Entrepreneurship through Substantive Research, 
24(2), 333-358. 

 
Pace L. A., Miles, I. (2019). The influence of KIBS-client interactions on absorptive capacity-

building for environmental innovation. European Journal of Innovation Management, DOI 
10.1108/EJIM-01-2019-0026. 

http://www.journalcbi.com/embodied-gamified-elearning-module-on-creativity.html
http://www.journalcbi.com/uploads/3/1/8/7/31878681/learning_perspectives_on_digital_embodied_creativity_training_by_sandra_m_dingli_shirley_pulis_xerxen_christian_byrge_kristian_br%C3%B8ndum_patricia_nunez_liisa_irene_h%C3%A4nninen_chaoying_tang.pdf
http://www.journalcbi.com/uploads/3/1/8/7/31878681/learning_perspectives_on_digital_embodied_creativity_training_by_sandra_m_dingli_shirley_pulis_xerxen_christian_byrge_kristian_br%C3%B8ndum_patricia_nunez_liisa_irene_h%C3%A4nninen_chaoying_tang.pdf
http://www.journalcbi.com/uploads/3/1/8/7/31878681/learning_perspectives_on_digital_embodied_creativity_training_by_sandra_m_dingli_shirley_pulis_xerxen_christian_byrge_kristian_br%C3%B8ndum_patricia_nunez_liisa_irene_h%C3%A4nninen_chaoying_tang.pdf
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Editorial Board Membership and Academic Peer Reviewing 
 

During the academic year 2018-2019, Dr Leonie Baldacchino carried out academic reviews for 
the Journal of Management Studies (Wiley), the Journal of Business Venturing (Elsevier), Research 
Policy (Elsevier), and for a book under review for publication by Macmillan International Higher 
Education. 
 

Dr Petra Caruana Dingli acted as peer reviewer for the journal Palgrave Communications 
(Palgrave Macmillan). 
 

Professor Sandra Dingli is on the Editorial Board for Philosophical Writings (University of Durham, 
England), International Journal of Creativity and Human Development, Journal of Innovation 
Management, Futures, and Journal of Business Models. Additionally, she is a reviewer for the 
International HETL Association (Higher Education Teaching and Learning Portal), and an 
occasional reviewer for the Journal of Responsible Innovation, Routledge (Taylor & Francis) and 
Cambridge University Press. She is a member of the Editorial Board for the World Open 
Innovation Conference. In October 2018, Professor Dingli was invited to sit on the Editorial Board 
for World Open Innovation Conference 2018. This involved reviewing abstracts and papers 
(remotely) for the 5th Annual World Open Innovation Conference held in San Francisco on 13-14 
December 2018. She was then invited to be a member of the editorial board for the 2019 
conference. 
 
Dr Margaret Mangion acted as a reviewer for a chapter in the third edition of The Psychology of 
Attitudes and Attitude Change by Greg Maio, Geoffrey Haddock, and Bas Verplanken (Sage 
Publishers). 
 

Dr Lisa Pace carried out academic reviews for the journal Technological Forecasting & Social 
Change and for the Journal of Sustainable Tourism. 
 
 

14. OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
Membership on Judging and Evaluation Panels 

 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli formed part of the jury panel for the 2018 edition of the Malta Historical 
Society Award for Scholarly Publications. The prizes were awarded in November 2018. She was 
also appointed juror for the 2019 edition of the Kamra tal-Periti’s Premju Emmanuele Luigi Galizia 
for Architecture and Civil Engineering. She participated in the jury panel for the ‘Urban 
Regeneration Award’. The award ceremony was held on 25 July 2019 at the Phoenicia Hotel. 
 
Professor Sandra Dingli was involved as an Expert (for Social Sciences and Humanities and for ICT) 
for European Funded Project Evaluations in October 2018 (remotely) and February 2019 
(remotely and in Luxembourg). The details of these projects are confidential for ethical reasons. 
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Membership on Boards and Committees 
 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino is a Board Member of the Centre for Entrepreneurship and Business 
Incubation, University of Malta. She is also a member of the University Research Ethics 
Committee (UREC), where she serves as Chairman’s Delegate for Data Protection (UREC-DP). 
 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli is a Council Member of the University of Malta Academic Staff Association 
(UMASA) where she forms part of the Collective Agreement negotiating team. She is also a 
member of the University of Malta Health and Safety Committee, and a Council Member of the 
non-governmental organisation Din l-Art Ħelwa, and forms part of the organisation’s Heritage 
and Environment Protection committee. 
 
Dr Margaret Mangion is a member on the World Creativity and Innovation Day (WCID) Advisory 
Board. 
 
Launch of Global Entrepreneurship Network (GEN) Malta Platform 
 
In the run-up to the 2019 Global Entrepreneurship Congress, The Edward de Bono Institute 
launched the Global Entrepreneurship Network (GEN) Malta online platform 
(www.genglobal.org/malta), which is designed to connect local and international entrepreneurs, 
educators, students, researchers, investors and policy makers. GEN Malta aims to strengthen and 
streamline the growing entrepreneurship ecosystem by minimising overlaps and maximising the 
impact of the numerous initiatives that are now available for start-ups in Malta. Individuals who 
are in any way involved in the Maltese entrepreneurship ecosystem may join GEN for free and 
gain access to an extended network of professionals, programmes and events in over 170 
countries.  
 
Degree Plus: Entrepreneurship  
 

Dr Leonie Baldacchino coordinates the DGP 0103: Entrepreneurship unit on the Degree Plus 
programme at University of Malta.  This is an interactive programme designed to raise awareness 
about entrepreneurship through the sharing of experiences of various guest speakers, without 
the pressure of examinations or assignments at the end.  It aims to inspire students to pursue 
their entrepreneurial aspirations and to develop the mindset necessary to meet the increasingly 
challenging demands of organisational life.   

  

http://www.genglobal.org/malta
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15. AWARDS 
 

June 2019: National Enterprise Support Award (NESA) 

The ‘Budding Rockstars’ Conference received a National Enterprise Support Award (Section A) for 
Promoting the Entrepreneurial Spirit. These awards are organised by the Commerce Department 
within the Ministry for the Economy, Investment and Small Businesses, and aim at recognising 
successful initiatives that promote entrepreneurship, showcasing examples of best 
entrepreneurship policies and practices, raising awareness about the important role of 
entrepreneurs in society, and encouraging and inspiring prospective entrepreneurs 
(https://commerce.gov.mt/en/NESA/Pages/National-Enterprise-Support-Awards-2019.aspx). As 
outlined earlier in this report, ‘Budding Rockstars’ was organised by the Malta Communications 
Authority in collaboration with The Edward de Bono Institute and The Ministry of Education. It 
was held annually in November as part of the GEW Malta programme of events between 2015 
and 2018, and included creative thinking workshops conducted by the Institute’s staff and Master 

students to enable participants to generate ideas for innovative products or services related to 
technology and communication. The award consisted of €15,000 in prize money, which were 
donated to the Malta Community Chest Fund.   
 

 
 
August 2019: Emerald Literati Award – Highly Commended Paper 
A research paper on opportunity identification in sustainable entrepreneurship, published by 
former Master in Creativity and Innovation student Ruven Hanohov and his supervisor Dr Leonie 
Baldacchino in the International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behavior and Research, was named a 
‘Highly Commended Paper’ in the Emerald Literati Awards for Excellence 2019. Papers are 
evaluated by Emerald Publishers’ journal and book series editorial boards, who select award 
recipients based on scholarly excellence and the potential for impact in their field 
(www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/about/news/story.htm?id=8715).  
 

    
 

https://commerce.gov.mt/en/NESA/Pages/National-Enterprise-Support-Awards-2019.aspx
http://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/about/news/story.htm?id=8715
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16. SOCIAL MEDIA  
 

The Institute has a very strong social media presence, with a Facebook page called Edward de 
Bono Institute – University of Malta that has over 6,500 followers.  The page is regularly updated 
with news and photographs related to the Institute’s courses, research and events, as well as 
other newsworthy articles related to the creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship and foresight.  
This page may be accessed at: www.facebook.com/IoTM.um 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  

http://www.facebook.com/IoTM.um
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17. PRESS COVERAGE 
 
During the academic year 2018-2019, the Institute received the following press coverage for its 
various events and initiatives. 
 

The Malta Independent on Thursday 20 May 2019 
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The Times of Malta on Friday 26 July 2019 

 

  



Annual Report 2018-2019: The Edward de Bono Institute, University of Malta 
 

41 

 
The Malta Independent on Sunday 15 September 2019 
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The Sunday Times of Malta on 22 September 2019 
 



Money Magazine – September 2019 
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Money Magazine – September 2019 (Cont.) 
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The Times of Malta and The Malta Independent on Tuesday 29 October 2019 

 
 


