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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute for the Design and Development of Thinking was set up at the 
University of Malta in collaboration with Professor Edward de Bono in 1992.  Initially, the 
Institute was concerned primarily with teaching Professor de Bono’s thinking tools at the 
University of Malta.  Over the years, however, the Institute has expanded and diversified its 
remit to cover four interrelated subject areas, namely creativity, innovation management, 
entrepreneurship and foresight. 
 
Creativity refers to the generation of ideas that are novel and useful.  In today’s increasingly 
competitive environment, creativity is an indispensable asset which enhances opportunity 
identification and problem solving.  Contrary to popular belief, creativity is a skill, and just like 
any other skill it can be developed with practice through the use of a variety of tools and 
techniques that have been developed for this purpose. 
 
Innovation refers to the successful implementation of creative ideas to produce something of 
value. It relates not only to science and technology, but to the introduction of new products, 
services and processes in any context or industry.  Innovation is a necessary step in the creative 
process, as the benefits of creativity can only emerge if there is a system in place which 
manages the implementation of ideas. 
 
Entrepreneurship is generally associated with starting up and running one’s own business.  It is 
widely considered to be the backbone of the economy as it leads to job creation, innovation and 
economic growth.  However, there is much more to entrepreneurship that business ownership.  
The European Commission stresses the importance of cultivating an entrepreneurial culture or 
mindset, and has listed “a sense of initiative and entrepreneurship” as a key competence for 
life.  The entrepreneurship key competence involves the knowledge, skills and attitudes that 
enable individuals to generate and implement creative ideas, to be self-confident, autonomous 
and proactive, to plan and execute projects, and to act in socially responsible ways.  This key 
competence is important not only for those wishing to start up and run their own business, but 
also for those seeking employment or a professional career. 
 
Foresight involves taking a leap into the distant future to create scenarios and visions of the 
way the world might be.  It is about designing, creating and working towards specific scenarios 
and visions in an attempt to take action in the present, either to arrive at a desirable future or 
to mitigate unfavourable circumstances.  A number of methodologies are available and are 
applied in the areas of policy (ICT, science and technology, environment and energy) and in 
private organisations (corporate foresight). The design of novel and desirable future scenarios 
draws on the skills of creativity as it involves the generation of novel ideas and possibilities. The 
implementation of policies to arrive at a desirable future requires knowledge of innovation 
management. 
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2. BOARD OF THE INSTITUTE 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute is governed by a Board made up of the following:  
 
Chairman: Professor Charles V. Sammut 
 
Vice Chair and Director: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 
Members: 

Dr Saviour Zammit (appointed by the Council of the University) 
Dr Isabelle Calleja Ragonesi (appointed by the Senate of the University) 
Dr Margaret Mangion (Academic Staff) 

Ms Analise Sammut (Student Representative) 

 
Ms Josianne Sciberras acts as secretary to the Board.  
 

 
3. ACADEMIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
 
During the academic year 2014-2015, the Edward de Bono Institute was made up of four full-
time academic staff, two part-time residential academic staff, two visiting part-time academic 
staff, and two administrative staff. 
 
 
Full-Time Academic Staff 
 

 
 

Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
B.Psy.(Hons), M.A., 

Ph.D.(Warw.) 

Director and Lecturer 

 
 

Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
B.A.(Hons), M.A., 

Ph.D.(Dunelm) 

Associate Professor 

 
 

Dr Margaret Mangion 
B.Psy., P.G.C.E.,M.B.A., 

D.SocSci.(Leic.) 

Lecturer 

 
 

Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
B.Ed.(Hons), PG.Dip.Educ. 

(Admin. & Mgt.), M.A. 

Assistant Lecturer 
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Part-time (TR) Academic Staff 
 

 
 

Dr Petra Caruana Dingli 
B.A., B.A.(Hons), M.A.,  

D.Phil.(Oxon), M.B.A.(Maas.) 

Lecturer (TR6)  

 
 

Dr Lisa Pace 
B.Sc., M.Sc.,  
Ph.D.(Manc.) 

Lecturer (TR4) 
 
Part-time Visiting Academic Staff 
 

 
 

Ms Tania Farrugia 
 B.Ed.(Hons), M.A. 

Visiting Assistant Lecturer 

 
 

Ms Natalie Swaine Nwoko 
B.A.(Hons), M.A., PG Cert. in 
Therapeutic Play Skills (Cant.) 

Visiting Assistant Lecturer 
 
The full profiles of all the academic members of staff are available on the Institute’s website at 
the following link: http://www.um.edu.mt/create/staff  
 
Administrative Staff 

 
 

Ms Josianne Sciberras 
Administrative Assistant  

 
 

Mr Matthew Tonna Gilford 
Clerk 

http://www.um.edu.mt/create/staff
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4. COURSES 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute offers a Master in Creativity and Innovation, as well as a variety of 
optional study-units for undergraduate students at University of Malta. 
 
Master in Creativity and Innovation 
 
The Master in Creativity and Innovation is an interdisciplinary programme designed to assist 
participants to expand their perception, employ creative skills, develop ideas individually and in 
teams, sustain a creative climate and manage innovation. It offers methods and processes 
which help to identify opportunities and cultivate appropriate skills and attitudes. It promotes 
imaginative, flexible and practical thought and action, and improves the ability to respond 
practically and creatively to problems and opportunities. This programme attracts professionals 
from a broad base of disciplines from the local and international scene.  In October 2014, the 
Institute welcomed an intake of 21 students, 4 of whom were from overseas.  This Master 
programme is available both on a full-time and a part-time basis, with all lectures being held 
during the daytime.  The duration for full-time students is 3 semesters while that for part-time 
students is 6 semesters.  The programme comprises a total of 90 ECTS, of which 60 ECTS are 
assigned to taught study-units and 30 ECTS assigned to a dissertation.  Students who obtain the 
60 ECTS assigned to the taught study-units with an average mark of at least 50% and do not 
proceed with the course, or having proceeded do not successfully complete the dissertation, are 
awarded a Postgraduate Diploma in Creativity and Innovation.   
 
This Master programme now forms part of the 'Get Qualified' Scheme' offered by Malta 
Enterprise. Upon successful completion, eligible students will benefit from a tax credit of up to 
70% of the course fees, thus recovering most of the costs incurred 
 
Further information about the Master in Creativity and Innovation, including entry requirements 
and the full programme of studies, is available on the Institute website at the following link: 
 
http://www.um.edu.mt/create/courses/masterdegreeprogramme  
 
Undergraduate Study-Units  
 
The Edward de Bono Institute offers the following study-units to a wide variety of faculties, 
institutes and centres at the University of Malta: 
 
Semester I 
IOT 1006: Critical Thinking (2 ECTS) 
IOT 1008: An Introduction to Creativity (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2002: Communication and Innovation (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2003: Foresight – A Tool for Scenarios and Visions (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2005: Leadership and Organisational Innovation (2 ECTS) 
IOT 2007: Innovation and Entrepreneurship: Theoretical Perspectives (4 ECTS) 

http://www.um.edu.mt/create/courses/masterdegreeprogramme
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Semester II 
IOT 1002: Psychology of Creativity (4 ECTS) 
IOT 1004: Design and Innovation (2 ECTS) 
IOT 1009: A Toolkit for Thinking out of the Box (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2006: Creativity, Innovation and Digital Technologies (2 ECTS) 
IOT 2008: Innovation and Entrepreneurship: Practical Approaches (4 ECTS) 
IOT 3211: Creative and Critical Thinking for Social Intervention (6 ECTS) 
 
These study-units help students develop skills and attitudes that are required in public and 
private organisations where key competencies, transferable skills and knowledge concerning 
creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship and foresight are considered to be crucially important.   
These skills and attitudes will enable students to recognise opportunities and will improve their 
future career options. 
 
In addition to the above, the Institute also services other faculties with lectures, supervision and 
examination of dissertations. 
 
 

 
5. GRADUATIONS 

 
On 17th November 2014, Dr Baldacchino had the honour to deliver the Academics’ Oration 
during the Graduation Ceremony in which 13 of the Institute’s students graduated with a 
Master in Creativity and Innovation.  On 9th December 2014, 2 students graduated with the 
Postgraduate Diploma in Creativity and Innovation.  These students are listed below: 
 

Master in Creativity and Innovation PG Diploma in Creativity and Innovation 
 

Bugeja Matthew Alfred 
Cachia Mario 
Cassar Lisa 
Cremona Abigail 
Dougall Lara Gail 
Ellul David 
Esnerova Helena 
Gauci Sherrylene 
Grech Graziella 
Lawlor Cathy Therese 
Mizzi Marina Gennadyevna 
Savescu Mihai 
Sedelnikova Anna 

Azzopardi Tiziana 
Yunusova Aygul 
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6. DISSERTATIONS 
 
The following table provides details about the dissertations of students who graduated with the 
degree of Master in Creativity and Innovation on 17 November 2014:   
 

Name of Student Dissertation Title Supervisor and  Examiners 
 

Bugeja Matthew Alfred 
 
 
 
 

How does the media manipulate 
its audiences? Exploring linguistic 
creativity in political speeches 

Supervisor: Dr Brenda Murphy 
External: Professor Deborah Epstein 
Local:  Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
Local: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
Chair: Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
 

Cachia Mario Innovation in strategic political 
campaigning: A study of the use 
and effect of new technologies in 
political campaigns and their 
impact on Malta 

Supervisor: Prof Sandra M. Dingli 
External: Dr Malcolm Goodman 
Local:  Dr Brenda Murphy 
Local: Dr Vincent Cassar 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Cassar Lisa The transition from entrepreneur 
to employee: An exploratory 
study 

Supervisor: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
External: Professor Deniz Ucbasaran  
Local: Dr Margaret Mangion  
Local: Dr Vincent Cassar 
Chair: Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
 

Cremona Abigal Cybercrime in organisations 2030: 
A strategic foresight exercise 

Supervisor: Professor Sandra M. 
Dingli  
External:  
Dr Burkhard Auffermann 
Local:   
Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
Local:  Ms Melanie Mizzi 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Dougall Lara Gail Female managers’ need for an 
intrapreneurial flair: Identifying 
perceptual stereotypes 

Supervisor: Dr Vincent Cassar 
External: Dr Elizabeth Miles 
Local:  Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
Local: Dr Brenda Murphy 
Chair: Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
 

Ellul David Valletta after its title of European 
Capital of Culture 2018: Will it be 
a creative city? 

Supervisor: Prof Sandra M. Dingli  
External: Professor Ted Fuller 
Local:  Dr Margaret Mangion 
Local: Ms Melanie Mizzi 
Chair: Dr Brenda Murphy 
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Esnerova Helena Relationships between global 
measures of creativity and 
happiness as indicators of 
national performance: A fact or a 
myth? 

Supervisor: Dr Vincent Cassar 
External: Professor Ted Fuller 
Local:  Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
Local: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
Chair: Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
 

Gauci Sherrylene The effect of audience feedback 
on journalists’ creativity in a local 
context 

Supervisor:  Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
External: Professor Rebecca Boden 
Local:  Dr Brenda Murphy 
Local: Dr Carmen Sammut 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Grech Graziella The creative thinking process in a 
Maltese organisation. A case 
study 

Supervisor: Dr Margaret Mangion 
External: Professor Riccardo Chiva 
Local: Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
Local: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Lawlor Cathy Therese An exploration of strategy 
formulation in a Maltese 
organisational context: An 
exercise in foresight and 
innovation 

Supervisor: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
External: Professor Luke Georghiou 
Local:  Dr Margaret Mangion 
Local: Dr Brenda Murphy 
Chair: Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
 

Mizzi Marina 
Gennadyevna 

Creativity enhancement through 
‘visual exploration search’ 

Supervisor: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
External: Dr Tim Schweizer 
Local:  Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
Local: Dr Margaret Mangion 
Chair: Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
 

Savescu Mihai The role of creativity in viral 
marketing 

Supervisor: Dr Brenda Murphy 
External: Professor Sotirios Paroutis 
Local:  Dr Margaret Mangion 
Local: Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Sedelnikova Anna The use of crowdsource testing 
and its role in innovation within 
an organisation  

Supervisor: Ms Claire Briffa 
External: Professor Rebecca Boden 
Local:  Dr Brenda Murphy 
Local: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
Chair: Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
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7. PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES, MEETINGS AND EVENTS OVERSEAS 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute’s academic members of staff participated in a wide range of 
conferences and events outside the Maltese Islands during the academic year 2014-2015.  
These are summarised below. 
 
12 – 14 November: ‘Innovation for Excellence’ Career Development Roundtable – Oslo, Norway 
Dr Margaret Mangion addressed an International Organisations’ Career Development 
Roundtable in Oslo, Norway, entitled ‘Innovation for Excellence’. This roundtable, which took 
place at the Gamle Logen in Oslo, brought together international organisations across the multi-
lateral sector, in particular from the United Nations System, the European Union, the 
International Financial Institutions, and other entities from the public and the private sector.  Dr 
Mangion delivered a keynote speech and facilitated a workshop aimed at HR Managers from the 
various institutions represented.  Awards were also presented at the event for two categories; 
namely innovation in recruitment and innovation in talent management.  Dr Mangion was invited 
to be on the judging panel to assess the fifteen entries including UNICEF and EPSO, and the ILO 
amongst others.   
 

 
 
13 – 14 November 2014: OI-NET (The European Academic Network for Open Innovation – A 
European Commission - Erasmus Network funded Project) – Warsaw, Poland 
Prof Sandra Dingli attended the Partners’ and WP4 Meeting of the OI-Net project in Warsaw, 
Poland. During the WP4 meeting, Prof Dingli delivered a presentation (together with Ms 
Monique Landy from Actif-Europe) on Indicators and Progress Markers for Open Education in 
Higher Education. The paper addressed indicators and success markers in an attempt to develop 
and eventually pilot and later implement a curriculum based on Open Innovation in higher 
education curricula (see http://oi-net.eu/). 
 
 

http://oi-net.eu/
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20 – 21 November 2014: Thematic University-Business Forum: Driving Competitiveness, 
Employability and Prosperity – Berlin, Germany  
Prof Sandra Dingli attended the Thematic University-Business Forum: Driving Competitiveness, 
Employability and Prosperity, Berlin 2014. This was organised by the European Commission in 
partnership with the German Rectors’ Conference (HRK) and the Confederation of German 
Employers’ Associations (BDA) and held at the Café Moskaw, Berlin. The conference provided an 
opportunity to discuss common issues and to share examples of good practice. The main theme 
was that HE institutions and business partners should work together more closely to promote 
entrepreneurship, mobility (between business and academia) and Lifelong Learning (see 
http://www.ubforum-berlin.eu/). 
 
27 – 28 November 2014: The 5th International Conference on Future-Oriented Technology 
Analysis (FTA): Engage today to shape tomorrow – Brussels, Belgium 
Prof Sandra Dingli attended the 5th International Conference on Future Oriented Technology 
Analysis 2014 conference: Engage today to shape tomorrow. This was organised by JRC Science 
Hub / European Commission and held at the EC’s Charlemagne Building in Brussels. The 
conference brought together practitioners, researchers and decision makers to engage in 
discussing the use and impacts of FTA approaches and to identify and explore possible synergies 
and future developments (see https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/event/conference/engage-today-
shape-tomorrow). 
 
11 – 14 February 2015: Erasmus+ Partners’ Meeting – Warsaw, Poland 
In February 2015, Dr Baldacchino and Ms Pulis Xerxen attended the first partners’ meeting of a 
new Erasmus+ project in Warsaw. The aim of this project, which is called ‘Best Practices in 
Teaching Entrepreneurship and Creating Entrepreneurial Ecosystems in Europe’, is to highlight 
examples of best practice in entrepreneurship education and ecosystems in Poland, UK and 
Malta, and shall result in an online publication translated into six different languages.  During 
this kick-off meeting, representatives of the four partner institutions from Poland, Malta and 
the United Kingdom discussed projects and activities related to entrepreneurship that they 
carry out in their countries. They held meetings with a variety of stakeholders in the Polish 
entrepreneurship ecosystem and visited a number of business incubators. 
 

 

http://www.ubforum-berlin.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/event/conference/engage-today-shape-tomorrow
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/event/conference/engage-today-shape-tomorrow
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09 – 12 March 2015: Erasmus+ Partners’ Meeting – Cambridge and London, UK 
In March 2015, Dr Baldacchino and Ms Pulis Xerxen attended the second partners’ meeting of 
the 'Best Practices in Teaching Entrepreneurship and Creating Entrepreneurial Ecosystems in 
Europe' Erasmus+ project. Representatives from the four partner institutions visited nine unique 
British enterprise initiatives in Cambridge and London including Cambridge University Judge 
Business School Centre for Social Innovation, The Peter Jones Enterprise Academy, Enabling 
Enterprise, and Rockstar Mentors. 
 

 
 
14 – 15 March 2015: Futurefest: Shaping Things to Come 
Professor Sandra Dingli attended Futurefest, which was organized by NESTA (National 
Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts, UK) as a weekend festival comprising of talks, 
immersive experiences and the exchange of ideas with the aim of changing perceptions of the 
future. This was held at Vinopolis, London. The aim of NESTA is to increase innovation capacity 
in the UK. Professor Dingli was also invited to attend the pre-Futurefest networking event held 
on the 13 March in London (see http://futurefest.org/). 
 

 
 
 
 

http://futurefest.org/
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16 – 19 March 2015: Global Entrepreneurship Congress – Milan, Italy 
In March 2015, a delegation from Malta joined business leaders from 150 countries for the 
Global Entrepreneurship Congress (GEC) 2015 in Milan, Italy.  Now in its seventh year, the GEC 
draws together a broad collection of voices from across the entrepreneurial spectrum including 
entrepreneurs, investors, researchers, thought leaders and policymakers who work together to 
explore the best approaches in helping  to build one global entrepreneurial ecosystem.  The 
delegation was led by Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Director of The Edward de Bono Institute for the 
Design and Development of Thinking at the University of Malta, which has been the National 
Host for GEW since its inception in 2008.  She was accompanied by University of Malta 
academics Professor Sandra Dingli and Dr Nathaniel Massa, Malta Association of Women in 
Business President Doris Sammut Bonnici, AIESEC representative Elizabeth Pulo, and ICT Student 
Association President and officials Etienne Buttigieg, Matthew Cassar, Rebecca Kai Cassar and 
Roberto Mangion.  At the GEC, Dr Baldacchino discussed the Maltese campaign with the other 
GEW hosts, celebrated best practice in promoting entrepreneurship, and shared ideas for 
advancing the GEW campaign in Malta and beyond.   
 

 
 
26 May – 02 June 2015: Workshops and Conference on Spiritual Leadership and Doctoral 
Conference for Organisation Studies – Exeter, UK 
Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen visited the University of Exeter for a PhD visit. While she was there she 
attended a conference and workshop on spiritual leadership and the annual doctoral 
conference for organization studies.  
 
14 – 17 June 2015: ISPIM Conference: Shaping the Frontiers of Innovation Management 
Professor Sandra Dingli attended the XXVI ISPIM Innovation Conference held in Budapest, 
Hungary (http://conference.ispim.org/). Members of the OI NET Project attended this meeting 
which was a pre-project meeting conference and an excellent opportunity for networking 
amongst experts in the Innovation Community worldwide. 

http://conference.ispim.org/
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17 – 19 June 2015: OI-NET Project Meeting, Hungary 
Professor Sandra Dingli attended the third full partnership OI-NET (Erasmus Network) Project 
Meeting in Hungary which followed the ISPIM Conference. She presented a paper (co-authored 
with Monique Landy) to WP4 participants on ‘Indicators and Progress Markers for Open 
Innovation in Higher Education’.  
 
13 – 30 July 2015: Manchester Institute of Innovation Research, University of Manchester, UK 
Professor Sandra Dingli visited the MIoIR, University of Manchester, as a Visiting Researcher 
supervised by Professor Luke Georghiou (Vice President for Research and Innovation and 
professor of science and technology policy and management at the University of Manchester). 
During this period of time Professor Dingli conducted research on the future of cybercrime and 
on innovation and new digital technology (work in progress). 
 

 
 
11 – 14 August 2015: E. Paul Torrance International Roundtable on Creative Thinking and 
International Conference on Knowledge, Innovation and Enterprise, Istanbul, Turkey 
On the 11 August 2015 Professor Sandra Dingli participated as a Lead Discussant in the first 
edition of the E. Paul Torrance International Roundtable on Creative Thinking. The Keynote was 
delivered by Professor Fredricka K. Reisman (Professor and Founding Director of Drexel’s School 
of Education and Professor in the School of Education at Drexel). The aim of the Roundtable is 
to acknowledge and retain the legacy of Dr. Torrance and to stretch the boundaries of 
knowledge on creative thinking. Professor Dingli also presented a paper on ‘Creativity as a key 
skill for the Future’ at the International Conference on Knowledge, Innovation and Enterprise. 
Both events were held at the Eresin Taxim Hotel, Istanbul, Turkey. 
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25 – 28 August 2015: International Sustainability Transitions Conference, University of Sussex, 
Brighton, United Kingdom 
Dr Lisa Pace attended the Sixth International Sustainability Transitions Conference organised by 
the Science Policy Research Unit at the University of Sussex. The conference brought together 
leading researchers in the field and provided a space for dialogue about future research into 
transitions at city, region and global levels. 
 

 
 
 
24 – 25 September 2015: OI-NET Project Meeting, Athens, Greece 
Professor Sandra Dingli attended an OI-NET (Erasmus Network) project and WP4 meeting in 
Athens, where she presented the final version of the paper on ‘Indicators and Progress Markers 
for Open Innovation in Higher Education’. 
 
29 September – 2 October 2015: CIMULACT Kick-Off Meeting and Workshop, Copenhagen, 
Denmark 
Professor Sandra Dingli attended the kick-off meeting and workshop of the new EU-funded 
project ‘CIMULACT’ in Copenhagen. The project coordinator is The Danish Board of Technology 
Foundation, Copenhagen. 
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8. PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES, MEETINGS AND EVENTS IN MALTA 
 
In addition to the conferences and meetings attended overseas, The Edward de Bono Institute’s 
academic members of staff participated in various events and activities in Malta during the 
academic year 2014-2015.  These are summarised below. 
 
26 – 31 October 2014: Discover University (University of Malta)  
For the second consecutive year, the Edward de Bono Institute participated in the annual 
Discover University Open Week which was held between the 26th and 31st October 2014 at the 
University of Malta. On Sunday, visitors to the Institute’s stand had the opportunity to learn 
more about the Institute by interacting with the academic members of staff and the students 
presently following the Master in Creativity and Innovation.  

  

   
 

During the rest of the week, daily workshops on creative thinking were conducted by Ms Shirley 
Pulis Xerxen and Dr Margaret Mangion. 
 

 
 
 
07 November 2014: The 3rd Horatio European Festival of Psychiatric Nursing 
The 3rd Horatio European Festival of Psychiatric Nursing was held in Malta in November 2014. Dr 
Margaret Mangion addressed delegates in a key note speech on ‘Creativity and Mental Health’. 
During her speech Dr Mangion focused on the impending need for a creative society while 
briefly exploring its relationship with mental health and well-being 
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17 – 23 November 2014: Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) 
From the 17th to the 23rd November 2014, millions of young people around the world celebrated 
Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW). This is an initative designed to connect aspiring and 
inspiring entrepreneurs, helping them embrace originality, imagination and ingenuity through 
local and global activities.  Since GEW's inception in 2008, The Edward de Bono Institute has 
proudly been the official National Host for this event in Malta, and collaborates with various 
partner organisations to put together exciting programmes of activities to join this global 
celebration of entrepreneurship.  In 2014, the programme comprised the following ten events: 
 
18 November 2014: Interview the Founders of Recured Clothing 
The founders of Recured Clothing took part in a Q&A session at the University of Malta where 
they shared their experiences as young entrepreneurs and offered insights on creative 
marketing strategies.  This event was organised by the Association of Students of Commercial 
Studies (ASCS) in collaboration with the Edward de Bono Institute. 
 

     
 
19 November 2014: Women’s Entrepreneurship Day – Panel Discussion on Female 
Entrepreneurship  
For the first time in 2014, GEW featured a Women's Entrepreneurship Day.  To celebrate this 
event, a number of successful female entrepreneurs participated in a panel discussion on the 
challenges and opportunities they have encountered in business, with the aim of raising 
awareness about women's potential in entrepreneurship and to encourage more women to 
consider entrepreneurship as a career option.  This event was held in collaboration with 
the Foundation for Women Entrepreneurs, the Malta Association of Women in Business, Degree 
Plus, and TAKEOFF Business Incubator.  The Hon. Dr Chris Cardona - Minister for the Economy, 
Investment and Small Business - delivered a closing address.   
 

   

http://www.women.org.mt/
http://www.mawb.eu/
http://www.um.edu.mt/degplus
http://www.um.edu.mt/degplus
http://takeoff.org.mt/
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19 November 2014: Women’s Entrepreneurship Day – Presentations by Budding Female 
Entrepreneurs 
In a second event to celebrate Women’s Entrepreneurship Day, a number of budding female 
entrepreneurs delivered a brief presentation about their business ideas to The Hon. Dr Chris 
Cardona - Minister for the Economy, Investment and Small Business.  This event was held in 
collaboration with the Centre for Business Incubation and TAKEOFF Business Incubator.  
 

    
 
19 November 2014: Women’s Entrepreneurship Day – Presentations by Experienced Female 
Entrepreneurs 
In a third event to celebrate Women’s Entrepreneurship Day, two successful female 
entrepreneurs delivered brief presentations during a number of lectures at the University of 
Malta.  During these presentations, the entrepreneurs shared their experiences with the 
students with the aim of raising awareness about the important role that women play in 
entrepreneurship and to encourage more women to consider entrepreneurship as a career 
option.  This event was held in collaboration with the Foundation for Women Entrepreneurs. 
 

     
 
19 November 2014: ASCS Entrepreneurship Talk by Alter Domus 
A representative from Alter Domus (sponsors of ASCS) delivered a presentation about 
entrepreneurship to members of ASCS and other students at the University of Malta.  This event 
was organised by ASCS in collaboration with the Edward de Bono Institute. 
 
 
 
 

http://takeoff.org.mt/
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20 November 2014: Launch of the ‘Innovative Challenge Go Green’   
The 'Innovation Challenge: Go Green' was a competition for young people aged between 17 and 
30.  Participants were invited to identify an environmental problem that affects Malta, and to 
come up with a green innovation solution to this problem.  This competition, which was a joint 
initiative between Aġenzija Żgħażagħ and The Edward de Bono Institute, was launched officially 
during Global Entrepreneurship Week and ran for several months. During the launch, the Hon. 
Dr Chris Agius - Parliamentary Secretary for Research, Innovation Youth and Sport - delivered a 
closing address. 
 

   
 
20 November 2014: Malta Enterprise Role and Activities 
The aim of this event was to inform University of Malta students about the current operations 
of Malta Enterprise, its role and incentives to assist local businesses.  Malta Enterprise is the 
national development agency responsible for promoting and facilitating international 
investment in the Maltese Islands by offering investors excellent business opportunities and 
tailored services. Malta Enterprise is also responsible for the growth and development of 
Maltese enterprises both locally and beyond our shores. This organisation works hand in hand 
with businesses to help them set up, expand, innovate and access global markets, thus 
sustaining economic growth and retaining and increasing employment.  This event was 
organised by the Edward de Bono Institute in collaboration with Malta Enterprise. 
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20 November 2014: AIESEC and Entrepreneurship 
AIESEC is a student organisation that promotes entrepreneurship and leadership development 
experiences. This event provided further details about the aims and activities of AIESEC and 
discussed avenues of collaboration between AIESEC and tertiary education institutions. 
 
20 November 2014: JCI Best Business Plan Competition Final Judging Night 
The JCI BBP Competition aims at fostering an entrepreneurial spirit among members and the 
community. Participants were invited to develop their business ideas (either as an individual or 
as a group of up to four persons) and to turn them into a concrete business plan, while standing 
the chance of winning up to €2,500 and potential access to the necessary finance for 
implementing the business plan. As part of the programme, a number of training sessions were 
held by leading experts from various industries, and a number of one-to-one guidance sessions 
were provided to the participants by KPMG. The final judging of the business plans took place as 
part of GEW. At this event, participants presented their business plans to a panel of expert 
judges who selected the winner. 
 

       
 
Further information about the Global Entrepreneurship Week events is available on the 
Institute’s website at: http://www.um.edu.mt/create/Events/GEW/2014 
 
 
21 November 2014: Half-day Conference: ‘A Strategy for the Prevention and Reduction of 
Food Waste’ 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli attended a half day conference entitled ‘A Strategy for the Prevention 
and Reduction of Food Waste’, organized by the National Council of Women (NCW) in 
collaboration with the Association for Consumer Rights (ACR). The conference was supported by 
Hon Leo Brincat, Minister for Sustainable Development, the Environment and Climate Change, 
and aimed to take steps towards engaging various stakeholders of civil society to address food 
waste and its impact on society and to make recommendations to government towards a 
national strategy. Food waste is of high priority to the European Union, and at a global level the 
United Nations post-2015 is also addressing this issue as part of the overall Sustainable 
Development Programme.   
 
 

http://www.um.edu.mt/create/Events/GEW/2014
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16 January 2015: Turnitin training session 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli attended a half-day workshop on the University of Malta’s Turnitin IT 
facility, organised by the UoM IT services. 
 
20 – 23 January 2015: Continuous Professional Development Programme and Micro Teaching 
Project (University of Malta) 
Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen participated in the second session of the Continuous Professional 
Development Programme and Micro Teaching Project at the University of Malta.   
 
21 January 2015: Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) training session 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli attended a half-day workshop on the University of Malta’s Virtual 
Learning Environment facility, organised by the UoM IT services. 
 
28 January 2015: Both Practitioner and Researcher: Ethical Issues Raised by Conflicts of Roles 
in Research (University of Malta) 
Dr Margaret Mangion attended a workshop entitled 'Both Practitioner and Researcher: Ethical 
Issues Raised by Conflicts of Roles in Research' on 28th January at the University of Malta.  This 
workshop was organized by the University Research Ethics Committee. 
 
28 January 2015: The Need for Market Research, Intelligence and Innovation.  
Dr Mangion facilitated a workshop as part of the Go Global initiative launched by Malta 
Enterprise.  During the workshop Dr Mangion elaborated on the need for change and 
adaptability in the current economic scenario in view of tapping on potential niches in different 
markets.   The importance of making time for thinking creatively was a critical element of this 
workshop encouraging delegates to embed creative thinking in the organisations’ operations.  
 
28 January 2015: Open Access Resources (OAR) training session 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli attended a half-day workshop on the University of Malta library’s Open 
Access Resource facility, organised by the UoM IT services. 
 
06 February 2015: Panel Discussion on Youth Entrepreneurship (University of Malta) 
Dr Baldacchino participated in a panel discussion on Youth Entrepreneurship organised by 
AEGEE-Valletta in collaboration with MEP Dr Miriam Dalli’s office. The Minister for Education 
and Employment, Hon. Evarist Bartolo, also participated in this event, which was designed to 
encourage youth entrepreneurship. 
 
12 March 2015: Business Breakfast – Malta Business Weekly 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli attended a Business Breakfast organised by the Malta Business Weekly 
at the Spinola Suite, Hilton Hotel, St Julian’s. The title of the event was ‘Business in Malta: can it 
continue to be a success story?’  
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19 – 21 March 2015: International Home Economics Conference  
An international conference entitled ‘Action for Family and Consumer 
Wellbeing: Home Economics Literacy Bringing Skills to Life’ was held at the Valletta Campus of 
the University of Maltain March 2015. The Edward de Bono Institute was represented by Ms 
Shirley Pulis Xerxen and Dr Margaret Mangion who delivered an interactive workshop on 
‘Instilling Everyday Creativity’.  The conference was organised by the Department of Health, 
Physical Education and Consumer Studies within the Faculty of Education at the University of 
Malta entitled Action for family and Consumer Wellbeing. 
 

22 March 2015: The Million Dollar Idea Competition (Microsoft Innovation Centre) 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino formed part of the judging panel for this business idea competition, 
organised by the University of Malta’s ICT Student Association. 
 

08 April 2015: Innovation Challenge: Go Green Workshop 
The Innovation Challenge: Go Green, which was launched during GEW (see above) included a 
workshop in April in which ten young people received training on green innovation, idea 
generation, feasibility studies and intellectual property rights.  The aim of this workshop was to 
help participants identify relevant environmental problems, generate innovative solutions, and 
prepare their submissions for the competition.  
 
15 – 21 April 2015: World Creativity and Innovation Week (WCIW) 
The Edward de Bono Institute hosted a number of activities to celebrate World Creativity and 
Innovation Week (WCIW) in April 2015.  WCIW was first launched in Canada in 2001 and is now 
celebrated in 26 countries including Malta, with the purpose of inspiring new thinking and 
fostering a culture of creativity and innovation.  As a build-up to WCIW, students enrolled on 
the Institute’s Master in Creativity and Innovation shot brief videos highlighting the 
requirements for creative thinking from their perspective, and uploaded them onto various 
social media including the Institute’s Facebook page.  The activities then kicked off with a 
number of lessons on creative thinking for Year 5 and Year 6 pupils at Birzebbuga Primary 
School within St Benedict College, and for Year 5 pupils at St Edward’s college. The ideas 
generated by the pupils were exhibited in a collage at their respective schools.  Later in the 
week, a group of employees of the Malta Information Technology Agency (MITA) attended an 
interactive workshop on creative thinking, where they practiced tools and techniques that can 
foster creative effort.  The events organised during WCIW were coordinated by Dr Margaret 
Mangion and were the result of collaboration with other entities including St James Cavalier 
Centre for Creativity, MITA and Birzebbuga Primary School.     
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30 April 2015: Lecture on Creativity during VISCONTI Training Project Meeting 
Professor Sandra Dingli delivered a lecture on ‘Can Creativity and Innovation be Assessed?’ to 
international participants during a VISCONTI training project meeting held at the Preluna Hotel 
in Malta. 
 
19 May 2015: ‘Web of Science’ Training Workshop  
Dr Lisa Pace attended a training workshop entitled ‘Web of Science’ organised by IT Services, 
University of Malta in collaboration with Thomson Reuters. The workshop reviewed the role of 
citation indices in guiding the researchers’ publication efforts and provided a step-by-step guide 
on how to generate publication profiles by country and/or subject areas.  
 
29 May 2015: ‘Open Access Publishing’ Workshop 
Dr Lisa Pace attended a seminar on ‘Open Access Publishing’ at the Dolmen Hotel, organised by 
the University of Malta. Academics and practitioners from a number of universities in Europe 
shared their experience with providing different levels of access to academic publications and 
the challenges that researchers face vis-à-vis recognition, visibility and protection of data. The 
event also served to launch the Open Access tool available at the university of Malta library. 
 
03 June 2015: Innovation Challenge: Go Green Finals 
The final judging event and award ceremony of the Innovation Challenge: Go Green was held on 
Wednesday 3rd June at TAKEOFF Incubator, University of Malta. During this event, three finalists 
delivered a 10-minute presentation about their proposals, followed by 10 minutes of 
questioning from the judges and the audience.  The competition was won by University of Malta 
student Antoine Galea, who developed an eco-friendly water purification system.   In second 
place was Carlos Cañas with his ‘BUTTerfly Project’ and in third place was David Sciberras for his 
‘Energy from Sewage’ proposal.  The results were announced by Jochen Lenders, who had come 
up with the idea for this competition while reading for his Master in Creativity and Innovation at 
the Edward de Bono Institute.  The awards were presented by the Hon. Chris Agius – 
Parliamentary Secretary for Research, Innovation Youth and Sport, who delivered a closing 
address.  The top prize awarded to Mr Galea was a trip to the European Conference on 
Sustainability, Energy and the Environment which was held in Brighton (UK) in July 2015.  All 
three proposals will be featured in a publication sponsored by APS Bank. 
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08 June 2015: ‘Trends and Transformations: Natural and Cultural Heritage in Malta’ 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli delivered a lecture on ‘Trends and Transformations: Natural and 
Cultural Heritage in Malta’, at the Archbishop’s Seminary at Tal-Virtu, Rabat, as part of the 
annual ‘Kors ta’ Aggornament Pastorali/Teologiku’ organised by the Archdiocese of Malta. The 
aim of the event was to review the conclusions of the Diocesan Synod held in 2003 in view of 
the cultural, political and socio-economic changes which have taken place in Malta over the last 
12 years. The discussion was entitled ‘Tibdiliet Kulturali, Politici u Socjo-ekonomici f’Malta llum’. 
The panel was chaired by Rev. Prof. Emmanuel Agius, and the other members of the panel were 
Fr Joe Borg and Ranier Fsadni. The proceedings of the event will be published. 
 
22 June 2015: Postgraduate Research Seminar and Six Thinking Hats Interactive Workshop 
The Edward de Bono Institute held a Postgraduate Research Seminar at University of Malta 
where four of the Institute’s past postgraduate students, namely Danica Falzon, Oliver Saliba, 
Vanessa Borg and Ruven Hanohov, delivered presentations about the research projects that 
they carried out as part of their Master in Creativity and Innovation.  
 

       
 
The presentations were followed by an interactive workshop based on Edward de Bono’s Six 
Thinking Hats. This workshop was conducted by Christian Pleijel, who is an author and strategy 
consultant from Sweden. 
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June 2015: Continuous Professional Development Programme and Micro Teaching Project  
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli commenced the Continuous Professional Development course 
organised by the University of Malta, attending the sessions held from 14-17 April 2015 and 
from 8-11 June 2015.  Ms Pulis Xerxen successfully completed this CPD course after presenting 
her action research project entitled 'How to use assessment to enhance learning'. 
 
16 June 2015: Meeting with H.E. The President of Malta 
The President of Malta, H.E. Marie Louise Coleiro Preca, visited the University of Malta’s 
TAKEOFF Business Incubator where the Rector, Professor Juanito Camilleri, explained the vision 
of the University for the Incubator.  H.E. was also given an overview of the Edward de Bono 
Institute by Dr Leonie Baldacchino and the Centre for Entrepreneurship and Business Incubation 
by Dr Saviour Zammit. 
 

 
 
19 June 2015: Meeting with MEP Dr Miriam Dalli 
MEP Dr Miriam Dalli visited the University of Malta’s TAKEOFF Business Incubator to discuss 
entrepreneurship and innovation initiatives at the University of Malta.  She was given an 
overview of the Incubator as well as of the Edward de Bono Institute by Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
and the Centre for Entrepreneurship and Business Incubation by Dr Saviour Zammit.  
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22 – 24 June 2015: NCFHE Seminar on Peer Evaluation of Further and Higher Education 
Institutions 
Professor Sandra Dingli attended a three-day training seminar organised by the NCFHE, Malta, 
on Peer Evaluation of Further and Higher Education Institutions (ESF1.227) at the Dolmen Hotel, 
Qawra, Malta. 
 
01 July 2015: NCFHE Closing Conference – Making Quality Visible 
Professor Sandra Dingli attended a conference on (ESFI.227) Making Quality Visible – Closing 
Conference organised by the NCFHE, Malta, at the Dolmen Hotel, Qawra.  
 
03 July 2015: Meeting with MEP Dr Therese Comodini Cachia 
MEP Dr Therese Comodini Cachia visited the University of Malta’s TAKEOFF Business Incubator 
to discuss entrepreneurship and innovation initiatives at the University of Malta.  She was given 
an overview of the Incubator as well as of the Edward de Bono Institute by Dr Leonie 
Baldacchino and the Centre for Entrepreneurship and Business Incubation by Dr Saviour 
Zammit. 
 
14 July 2015:  Meeting with Mr Winston Zahra and Mr Alfred Fabri from the President’s Trust 
Mr Winston Zahra and Mr Alfred Fabri, who have recently been entrusted to run the newly set-
up President’s Trust, visited the University of Malta’s TAKEOFF Business Incubator to discuss 
how possible synergies and collaborations could be created between the different entities at 
the University of Malta and the President’s Trust, particularly regarding one of their initiative 
which will centre around entrepreneurship and business creation as a tool to help children who 
are struggling in school find their place in mainstream society.  They were given an overview of 
the Incubator as well as of the Edward de Bono Institute by Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen and the 
Centre for Entrepreneurship and Business Incubation by Dr Saviour Zammit. 
 
30 July 2015: Web CMS (Content Management System) Workshop 
Dr Lisa Pace attended a training session organised by IT Services University of Malta on the use 
and design of web content on the university of Malta web interface. 
 
31 July 2015: ClimateLaunchpad Maltese National Final Judging Panel  
Dr Lisa Pace was one of three judges on the ClimateLaunchpad Maltese National Final, 
organized by TakeOff Incubator at the University of Malta. ClimateLaunchpad is Europe’s largest 
cleantech idea competition that aims to identify and channel Europe’s best start-ups into the 
Climate-KIC Accelerator Programme. There were five startups pitching their idea to the judges in 
a very competitive final, with three making it through. The first, Biosave, designed a compact 
modular wastewater treatment unit based on a natural purification process that is well-suited 
for developing countries. The second startup, SmartMicroCHP presented a prototype combined 
heat and power unit for use in a domestic setting delivering high efficiency and cleaner energy. 
The third startup, Fluorisense, designed a water monitoring kit that makes use of smart 
molecules to detect ocean parameters that can be transmitted directly to digital devices using 
smart applications. The three finalists represented Malta in the European final on the 4th 
September in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 



Annual Report 2014-2015: The Edward de Bono Institute, University of Malta  

27 

11 August 2015: Launch of the National Youth Policy 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino attended the launch of Agenzija Zghazagh’s National Youth Policy which 
includes a section on entrepreneurship.  
 
16 September 2015 – Round Table Debate ‘Business, Development and Sustainability: 
Compatible Bedfellows?’ 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli was a panel member of the Round Table debate ‘Business, Development 
and Sustainability: Compatible Bedfellows?’, organised by the Chamber of Commerce, 
Enterprise and Industry and Din l-Art Helwa, and held on the 16th September 2015 at the 
Chamber of Commerce premises in Valletta. The other members of the panel included Professor 
Simon Molesworth (INTO), Prof Alan Deidun, Tony Zahra (MHRA) and Sandro Chetcuti (MDA). 
 
29 September 2015: Publication Launch 
The Edward de Bono Institute launched a new publication entitled ‘Best Practices in Teaching 
Entrepreneurship and Creating Entrepreneurial Ecosystems in Europe’ during a dissemination 
meeting at the Grand Hotel Excelsior, Floriana.  The publication was developed as part of an 
international project funded by the European Commission under the Erasmus+ programme and 
is the result of a collaborative effort by four partners from Poland, the UK and Malta, namely 
Global Entrepreneurship Week Foundation Poland (Fundacja Światowego Tygodnia 
Przedsiębiorczości), Youth Business Poland (Fundacja Inkubator Technologiczny), British NGO 
Peace Child International, and the University of Malta’s Edward de Bono Institute. The 
publication is available in six languages (English, Polish, German, Italian, Spanish and French) to 
achieve broad international dissemination. It is made up of four parts, as follows: Part One 
provides the social, economic, historic and legal background of the three participating countries; 
Part Two presents examples of partnerships between the government, private and non-
governmental sectors and discusses the challenges being faced in this regard; Part Three 
showcases tools and methods of teaching entrepreneurship in formal and non-formal 
education; and  Part Four provides recommendations on potential further actions in the field of 
entrepreneurship education and the creation of positive entrepreneurial ecosystems.  The 
publication can be downloaded for free from: http://www.um.edu.mt/create/instpublications  
 

 
 

http://www.um.edu.mt/create/instpublications
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9. VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS 
 

The Edward de Bono Institute welcomed several visitors from overseas during the academic 
year 2014-2015.  These are outlined below. 
 
03 – 07 November 2014: Delegation of Indian Principals and Heads of School 
During the first week of November 2014, a delegation of school principals from different States 
in India attended a short course at the University of Malta entitled Schools for the Future: 
Fostering Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Education. The interactive training 
programme was prepared and delivered by the Edward de Bono Institute’s academics Professor 
Sandra Dingli, Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Dr Margaret Mangion and Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen. As part 
of the training programme, the delegation visited St Paul’s Missionary College, St Nicholas 
College and San Anton School, where they observed lessons on creative thinking and 
entrepreneurship, learned about the local education system, and discussed projects and 
initiatives undertaken by these institutions to promote creativity, innovation and 
entrepreneurship through education in Malta. Discussions are now being held to explore further 
collaborative projects, including follow-up workshops by the Edward de Bono Institute for 
teachers in India. 
 

 
 
11 November 2014: Two visiting Japanese scholars 
Two visiting scholars from Japan – Professor Susumu Kunifuji and Dr Takeo Higuchi – conducted 
a seminar on creativity for University of Malta students.  The Institute’s Master students 
attended this seminar as part of their ‘Idea Generation’ study unit (IOT 5019). They also 
attended a workshop on the ‘Idea Marathon’ conducted especially for them by Dr Higuchi. 
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09 – 16 May 2015: Delegation of Indian Secondary School Students  
A group of secondary school students from three different schools in India attended a training 
programme in creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship at the University of Malta.  This 
programme was prepared and delivered by The Edward de Bono Institute’s academics Professor 
Sandra Dingli, Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Dr Margaret Mangion, Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen, Ms Tania 
Farrugia and Ms Natalie Swaine Nwoko, and held at the University’s Valletta Campus.  The 
students learned various tools and techniques that they can use to generate creative ideas, 
foster innovation, develop an entrepreneurial mindset and design strategies for a better future.   
As part of this training programme, the Indian students visited St Paul’s Missionary College and 
San Anton School, where they engaged in interactive lessons together with local students.  They 
also visited TAKEOFF Business Incubator at the University of Malta, Microsoft Innovation Centre, 
and Aurobindo Pharma, where they learned more about creativity, innovation and 
entrepreneurship outside the classroom setting.  On their last day, the students were awarded 
certificates by the Director of the Edward de Bono Institute, Dr Leonie Baldacchino, who praised 
them for their exemplary behaviour, hard work and creative ideas.  This delegation’s visit to 
Malta was organised by the University’s International and EU Office with the support of the High 
Commission of Malta in New Delhi, and was a result of the close ties that have been built in 
recent years between the University of Malta and various educational institutions in India.  The 
Principal of Maria's Public School in Assam (India), Ms Alpana Phukan, described this visit as “a 
milestone in the lives of our young students”.  She added that “the harvest reaped by our 
students from this trip is unimaginable” and looks forward to many such visits in the future. 
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11 – 14 May 2015: Erasmus+ Partners’ Meeting in Malta 
The Erasmus+ Project ‘Practices in Teaching Entrepreneurship and Creating Entrepreneurial 
Ecosystems in Europe' held its third international meeting in Malta in May 2015. A total of nine 
representatives from this project’s four partner institutions attended meetings with twelve 
different organisations, all of which are involved in teaching and/or supporting 
entrepreneurship in Malta.  Some of the meetings were held at the University of Malta’s 
TAKEOFF Business Incubator, while others were held at the premises of the respective 
organisations.  The partners are from Poland (Global Entrepreneurship Week Poland and Youth 
Business International) and the UK (Peace Child International). 
 

 
 
 

10.   GUEST SPEAKERS AND OFF-CAMPUS VISITS 
 

The Edward de Bono Institute works hard to establish Industry-Academia links and to expose its 
students to the world of work, as this will enable them to better apply theory to practice.  
During the academic year 2014-2015, the members of staff organised a number of off-campus 
sessions and invited several guest speakers, as outlined below. 
 
02 December 2014: Visit to Green Skips Ltd. 
Professor Sandra Dingli accompanied the Institute’s Master students to Green Skips Ltd., a re-
cycling organisation in Maghtab Malta, to discuss the level of innovation in that particular 
organisation. 
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05 December 2014: Visit to Tas-Salut Orchard 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino and Dr Petra Caruana Dingli accompanied the Institute’s Master students 
to a Tas-Salut Orchard in Gnejna to learn about sustainable entrepreneurship with the local 
sustainable start-up enterprise ‘Merill’. 
 

    
 
16 December 2014: Guest Speaker on Sustainable Entrepreneurship 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino invited Ms Jeanette Borg from ‘Merill’ to share her experience in 
sustainable entrepreneurship with the students enrolled for the undergraduate 
‘Entrepreneurship and Innovation’ study unit. 
 
17 December 2014: Visit to MITA Innovation Hub (Smart City) 
Dr Margaret Mangion accompanied the Institute’s Master students to MITA Innovation Hub at 
Smart City to learn about leadership styles and innovation. The Innovation Hub manager Mr 
Alex Borg delivered a detailed presentation related to the study-unit’s subject matter. 
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09 February 2015: Lecture by Professor Edward de Bono 
Professor Edward de Bono delivered a lecture to the Institute’s Master students and some 
guests. Following the session, Professor de Bono was pleased to take some interesting 
questions from the audience. He then met with the students and discussed their research 
interests over a light lunch.  
 

     
 

    
 
16 – 20 February 2015: Visiting Lecturer from Coventry University (UK) 
Dr Elizabeth Miles, Senior Lecturer in Industrial Product Management at Coventry University 
(UK), delivered a study-unit entitled ‘Entrepreneurship and Innovation’ as part of the Institute’s 
Master in Creativity and Innovation.  This was an intensive study-unit delivered over five 
consecutive days. 
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15 April 2015 – Guest Speaker on Valletta 2018 
Professor Sandra Dingli invited Mr Neville Borg from the Valletta 2018 Foundation to deliver a 
lecture to the Institute’s Master students as part of the ‘Foresight’ study unit. 
 
16 April 2015 – Visit to JP Advertising 
Dr Margaret Mangion accompanied the Institute’s Master students to the offices of JP 
Advertising.  At this meeting the students could appreciate how creative elements and 
addressing customer needs come together in the field of marketing. 
 
14 May 2015 – Visit to Anna Galea’s Art Studio 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino accompanied the Institute’s Master students to the art studio of Anna 
Galea, a well-known Maltese artist who graduated with the Master in Creativity and Innovation 
in November 2013.  Ms Galea discussed the creative process with the students, based on her 
own personal experience as an artist as well as on the research insights she gained through her 
dissertation research with a number of fellow artists. 
 

 
 
21 May 2015 – Visit to Nadege Rene’ Cassar’s Jewellery Exhibition 
Dr Baldacchino accompanied the Institute’s Master students to Nadege Rene Cassar’s 
‘Un/Burnished’ Jewellery Exhibition at The Malta Society of Arts in Valletta.  Ms Cassar shared 
her experience of the creative process including what inspires her, how she generates and 
develops ideas and designs, and how she markets her creations. 
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May 2015 – Guest Speaker Ms Emily Grimaud 
Ms Emily Grimaud, the young female entrepreneur behind Oh So Yummy, visited the students 
enrolled on the Master in Creativity and Innovation on two occasions with the aim of applying 
marketing concepts introduced during the ‘Strategic Marketing and Creative Decision Making’ 
study unit.  During the first visit, Ms Grimaud introduced her business and outlined her plans.  
The students then analysed any marketing activities and the organisations’ social media 
exposure amongst others in an effort to formulate potential improvements for the success of 
the small business involved.  During her second visit, the students delivered group presentations 
which included useful recommendations on how Ms Grimaud could apply marketing concepts 
and creative thinking methods in her business. 

 
 
11. STAFF PUBLICATIONS AND ACADEMIC REVIEWING 

 
Publications (Forthcoming) 
 
Baldacchino, L. & Pulis-Xerxen, S. (forthcoming).  Malta Country Notes: The ‘My Wow’ Project.  

In The Missing Entrepreneurs: Policies for Inclusive Entrepreneurship in Europe (Third OECD-
EC Annual Report on Inclusive Entrepreneurship). OECD Publishing. 

 
Caruana Dingli, P. (forthcoming). Robert Caruana Dingli, a Maltese artist (1882-1940). In 

Giovanni Bonello (ed), Robert Caruana Dingli. Fondazzjoni Patrimonju Malti. 
 
Caruana Dingli, P. (forthcoming). A chief secretary in Malta: Henry Lushington and the Italian 

question. In Journal for Anglo-Italian Studies Vol. 13. 
 
Caruana Dingli, P. (forthcoming). Trends and transformations: natural and cultural heritage in 

Malta. In Proceedings of the Kors ta Aggornament June 2015. Archdiocese of Malta. 
 
Dingli, S.M. (forthcoming). Chapter on ‘Edward de Bono’ in Fifty Major Thinkers in Education 

Eds. Joy Palmer Cooper and David Cooper, Routledge Publishers. 
 
Publications (2015) 
 
Baldacchino, L. & Pulis-Xerxen, S. (2015).  Malta Country Notes: The ‘Hands On’ Project.  In The 

Missing Entrepreneurs: Policies for Inclusive Entrepreneurship in Europe (Second OECD-EC 
Annual Report on Inclusive Entrepreneurship). OECD Publishing. 

 
Baldacchino, L., Ucbasaran, D., Cabantous, L. & Lockett, A. (2015). Entrepreneurship research on 

intuition: A critical analysis and research agenda. International Journal of Management 
Reviews, 17(2), 212-231. 
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Caruana Dingli, P. (2015). Memories in verse: The travels of Ludwig von Anhalt-Kothen (1579-
1650).  Journal of Baroque Studies, 1(3), 5-20. 

 
Pace L. A. (2015). How do tourism firms innovate for sustainable energy consumption? A 

capabilities perspective on the adoption of energy efficiency in tourism accommodation 
establishments.  Journal of Cleaner Production DOI: 10.1016/j.jclepro.2015.01.095. 

 
Publications (2014) 
 
Baldacchino, L., Ucbasaran, D., Lockett, A. & Cabantous, L. (2014).  Capturing intuition through 

concurrent protocol analysis.  In Sinclair, M. (Ed). Handbook of research methods on intuition.  
MA: Edward Elgar.  

 
Caruana Dingli, P. & Vassallo, C. (2014). Confronting the challenge: Innovation in broadcasting in 

Malta.  Today Public Policy Institute, Malta. 
 
Dingli, S. M. (2014) ‘The Role of Philosophy: Questions Rorty Raises’ in My Teaching, My 

Philosophy: Kenneth Wain and the Lifelong Engagement with Education, Eds. J. Baldacchino, 
S. Galea and D.P. Mercieca, Peter Lang Publications. 

 
Gatchair S., Bortagaray I. & Pace L. A. (2014). Strong champions, strong regulations: The 
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Innovation and Inequality: Emerging Technologies in an Unequal World. Edward Elgar, UK. 
ebook ISBN 978 1 78195 167 5. 

 
Pace L. A. (2014). The diffusion of emerging technologies in a Micro-Economy: Implications for 

Malta.  In S. Cozzens & D. Thakur (Eds.). Innovation and Inequality: Emerging Technologies in 
an Unequal World. Edward Elgar, UK. ebook ISBN 978 1 78195 167 5 

 
Ucbasaran, D., Baldacchino, L. & Lockett, A. (2014).  Do it again! Recent developments in the 

study of habitual entrepreneurship and a look to the future.  In F. Welter & T. Baker (Eds).  
Routledge Companion to Entrepreneurship. 

 
 
 
Academic Reviewing 
 
During the academic year 2014-2015, Dr Leonie Baldacchino carried out academic reviews for 
the International Journal of Management Reviews, the Journal of Management Studies, and the 
Academy of Mangement.  Professor Sandra Dingli carried out academic reviews for Routledge 
Publishers, Cambridge University Press, and the Journal of Responsible Innovation.  Dr Lisa Pace 
carried out academic reviews for the Journal of Cleaner Production and the Foresight Journal. 
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12. EXTERNALLY FUNDED PROJECTS 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute participated in a number of externally funded projects in 
collaboration with other institutions. 
 
OI-NET Erasmus Network 
In October 2013, The Edward de Bono Institute joined OI-NET, European Network for Open 
Innovation, a Lifelong Learning Project funded by the European Union, as a partner.  The three-
year project, with a total value of nearly 900,000 Euros, is being coordinated by Lappeenranta 
University of Technology (LUT), Finland, a university that has been pioneering open innovation 
research in Finland for around fourteen years. OI-NET brings together 52 HE and non-HE 
institutions, including public bodies, enterprises and associations, all active in innovation 
management, either through teaching and research or through practice, consulting and training.  
On conclusion of the project, the platform with open source materials will be hosted by LUT 
together with project partners identified for this task during the project, and updates will be 
conducted on a regular basis via contacts with network members. Professor Sandra M. Dingli is 
representing the Edward de Bono Institute in this project, as part of which she has attended a 
number of events as outlined earlier in this report. 
 
‘Best Practices in Teaching Entrepreneurship and Creating Entrepreneurial Ecosystems in 
Europe’ Erasmus+ Project 
In January 2015, The Edward de Bono Institute commenced an Erasmus+ project on 
entrepreneurship education and ecosystems as a partner.  This project, which is coordinated by 
Poland’s Global Entrepreneurship Week Foundation, aims to provide examples of best practice 
about teaching entrepreneurship to school children and youths and about the best ways to 
foster relations between different actors (schools, universities, NGOs, government, and 
entrepreneurs) to create a more entrepreneurship-friendly ecosystem.  Furthermore, it aims to 
share this knowledge with teachers, trainers, city and government officials, public institutions 
and organizations working with children and youths, by preparing an internet publication and by 
organizing a series of seminars and workshops in the participating countries (as outlined earlier 
in this report), and an international conference in Poland.  This project is expected to be 
completed in November 2015. The Institute is represented in this project by Dr Leonie 
Baldacchino and Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen. 
 
CIMULACT HORIZON2020 Project 
CIMULACT – Citizen and Multi-Actor Consultation on Horizon 2020 – is an EU funded project 
under the HORIZON2020 programme.  It commenced on 01 June 2015 with the first project 
meeting and workshop being held in Copenhagen from 29 September 2015 to 02 October 2015.  
The academics involved in this project are Professor Sandra Dingli and Dr Lisa Pace.  The project 
coordinators are The Danish Board of Technology Foundation, Copenhagen, Denmark (also 
known as Fonden Teknologiradet). 
 
 
 



Annual Report 2014-2015: The Edward de Bono Institute, University of Malta  

37 

CREMO Erasmus+ 2015 Project 
CREMO – Creativity E-Modules in Education – is an EU funded project under the Erasmus+ 2015 
programme that commenced on 01 September 2015.  The kick off meeting and a workshop will 
be held in Malta from 11 - 16 October 2015.  The academics involved in this project are 
Professor Sandra Dingli and Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen.  The project coordinators are University of 
Aalborg, Aalborg, Denmark. 
 

 
13. OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
Degree Plus: Entrepreneurship 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino coordinates the Entrepreneurship stream on the DegreePlus programme 
at University of Malta.  This interactive programme is designed to raise awareness about 
entrepreneurship through the sharing of experiences of various guest speakers, without the 
pressure of examinations or assignments at the end.  It aims to inspire students to pursue their 
entrepreneurial aspirations and to develop the mindset necessary to meet the increasingly 
challenging demands of organisational life.   
 
Local Curriculum Development Experts on Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
In August 2014, Dr Margaret Mangion and Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen were engaged as Local 
Curriculum Development Experts on Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship regarding the 
Learning Outcomes as outlined in the National Curriculum Framework. The work was completed 
in August 2015. 
 
Membership on other Boards and Committees 
Professor Sandra M. Dingli is the Director or a Committee Member of Rotary Club La Valette 
Malta, JA-YE Malta Foundation (Junior Achievement-Young Enterprise Malta Foundation), and 
Philosophy Sharing Malta. 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino is a Board Member of Agenzija Zghazagh and the Centre for 
Entrepreneurship and Business Incubation (University of Malta). 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli is a member of the Civil Society Committee of the Malta Council for 
Economic and Social Development, a council member of the non-governmental organisation Din 
l-Art Helwa, and a member of the Today Public Policy Institute. 
 
Contributions to Exhibitions 
 
06 March 2015: Critical Review of ‘The Overlooked Performance’ 
Professor Sandra M Dingli wrote a critical piece for an art exhibition for Mr Alex Attard, which 
was launched on 6th March, which was entitled ‘The overlooked performance: review for the 
exhibition’. 
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02 May 2015: Inauguration of Art Exhibition 
Dr Baldacchino delivered an opening address at the inauguration of Anton Abela’s Art Exhibition 
at the Cavalieri Hotel, St Julians.  Mr Abela is one of the Institute’s Master students and a highly 
prolific artist. 
 
12 May 2015: Inauguration of Contemporary Jewellery Exhibition  
Dr Baldacchino delivered an opening address at the inauguration of Nadège Renée Cassar’s 
‘Un/Burnshed’ Jewellery Exhibition at the Society of Arts, Valletta.  Ms Cassar is a creative artist 
who’s speciality is in designing and producing exclusive contemporary jewellery. 
 
Media Appearances 
During the academic year 2014/2015 Dr Leonie Baldacchino appeared on two television 
programmes, both of which were excellent opportunities to promote the work of the Institute:  
On 10 March 2015, she was interviewed about the role of creativity and innovation in 
entrepreneurship on the Malta Employers Association’s TV programme ‘MEA’; and on 19 
September 2015, she was interviewed about the Edward de Bono Institute’s courses and 
initiatives on ‘Kelmtejn’. 
In addition to the above, the Institute received considerable press coverage for its various 
events and initiatives, some of which are provided in the appendix to this report. 
 
Social Media  
The Institute has a very strong social media presence, with a Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/IoTM.uom) that has nearly 5,500 followers.  The page is regularly updated 
with news and photographs related to the Institute’s courses, research and events, as well as 
other newsworthy articles related to the creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship and foresight.   
 

 
 
Recognition 
The Edward de Bono Institute has been featured on the Innovation Library's Innovation 
Academy platform as a leading institution that is teaching, researching and debating innovation 
as an evolutionary concept and essential practice:  
www.exago.com/innovation-resources/thought-leadership/innovation-academy   

https://www.facebook.com/IoTM.uom
http://www.exago.com/innovation-resources/thought-leadership/innovation-academy
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Appendix: Press Coverage 
 
 

The Sunday Times of Malta on 23rd November 2014 
 

 
 

 
The Malta Independent on Sunday 4th January 2015 
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The Malta Independent on Tuesday 31st March 2015 
 

 
 

 
The Sunday Times of Malta on 17th May 2015 
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The Sunday Times of Malta on 31st May 2015 
 

 
 
 

The Sunday Times of Malta on 14th June 2015 
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The Malta Independent on Sunday 21st June 2015 
 

 
 
 
 


