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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute for the Design and Development of Thinking was set up at the 
University of Malta in collaboration with Professor Edward de Bono in 1992.  Initially, the 
Institute was concerned primarily with teaching Professor de Bono’s thinking tools at the 
University of Malta.  Over the years, however, the Institute has expanded and diversified its 
remit to cover four interrelated subject areas, namely creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship 
and foresight. 
 
Creativity refers to the generation of ideas that are novel and useful.  In today’s increasingly 
competitive environment, creativity is an indispensable asset which enhances opportunity 
identification and problem solving.  Contrary to popular belief, creativity is a skill, and just like 
any other skill it can be developed with practice through the use of a variety of tools and 
techniques that have been developed for this purpose. 
 
Innovation refers to the successful implementation of creative ideas to produce something of 
value. It relates not only to science and technology, but to the introduction of new products, 
services and processes in any context or industry.  Innovation is a necessary step in the creative 
process, as the benefits of creativity can only emerge if there is a system in place which 
manages the implementation of ideas. 
 
Entrepreneurship is generally associated with starting up and running one’s own business.  It is 
widely considered to be the backbone of the economy as it leads to job creation, innovation 
and economic growth.  However, there is much more to entrepreneurship than business 
ownership.  The European Commission stresses the importance of cultivating an 
entrepreneurial culture or mindset, and has listed “a sense of initiative and entrepreneurship” 
as a key competence for life.  The entrepreneurship key competence involves the knowledge, 
skills and attitudes that enable individuals to generate and implement creative ideas, to be self-
confident, autonomous and proactive, to plan and execute projects, and to act in socially 
responsible ways.  This key competence is important not only for those wishing to start up and 
run their own business, but also for those seeking employment or a professional career. 
 
Foresight involves taking a leap into the distant future to create scenarios and visions of the 
way the world might be.  It is about designing, creating and working towards specific scenarios 
and visions in an attempt to take action in the present, either to arrive at a desirable future or 
to mitigate unfavourable circumstances.  A number of methodologies are available and are 
applied in the areas of policy (ICT, science and technology, environment, health, education and 
energy) and in private organisations (corporate foresight). The design of novel and desirable 
future scenarios draws on the skills of creativity as it involves the generation of novel ideas and 
possibilities. The implementation of policies to arrive at a desirable future requires knowledge 
of innovation management. 
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2. INSTITUTE BOARD 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute is governed by a Board.  During the academic year 2015/2016, it 
was made up of the Chairman, the Vice Chair, and four members.   
 
Up to 30th June 2016, Professor Charles V Sammut served as Chairman of the Board.  Professor 
Noellie Brockdorff was appointed Chairperson as of 1st July 2016.  The Institute thanks 
Professor Sammut for his support and guidance over the years, and welcomes Professor 
Brockdorff to the Board. 
 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino serves as Vice Chair and Director of the Board.  The four members are 
the following: 
 

Professor Saviour Zammit (appointed by the Council of the University) 
Dr Isabelle Calleja Ragonesi (appointed by the Senate of the University) 
Dr Margaret Mangion (Academic Staff) 
Ms Analise Sammut (Student Representative) 

 
Ms Josianne Sciberras acts as secretary to the Board.  
 

 
3. INSTITUTE STAFF 
 
During the academic year 2015-2016, the Edward de Bono Institute was made up of four full-
time academic staff, two part-time residential academic staff, two visiting part-time academic 
staff, one part-time research support officer, and two administrative staff. 
 
 
Full-Time Academic Staff 
 

 
 

Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
B.Psy.(Hons), M.A., 

Ph.D.(Warw.) 

Director and Lecturer 

 
 

Professor Sandra M. Dingli 
B.A., B.A.(Hons), M.A., 

Ph.D.(Dunelm) 

Associate Professor 

 
 

Dr Margaret Mangion 
B.Psy., P.G.C.E.,M.B.A., 

D.Soc.Sci.(Leic.) 

Lecturer 

 
 

Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
B.Ed.(Hons), PG.Dip.Educ. 

(Admin. & Mgt.), M.A. 

Assistant Lecturer 
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Part-time (TR) Academic Staff 
 

 
 

Dr Petra Caruana Dingli 
B.A., B.A.(Hons), M.A.,  

D.Phil.(Oxon), M.B.A.(Maas.) 

Senior Lecturer 

 
 

Dr Lisa Pace 
B.Sc., M.Sc.,  
Ph.D.(Manc.) 

Lecturer 
 
 
Part-time Visiting Academic Staff 
 

 
 

Ms Tania Farrugia 
 B.Ed.(Hons), M.A. 

Visiting Assistant Lecturer 

 
 

Ms Natalie Swaine Nwoko 
B.A.(Hons), M.A., PG Cert. in 
Therapeutic Play Skills (Cant.) 

Visiting Assistant Lecturer 
 
 
Part-time Research Support Staff 
 

 
 

Ms Daniela Azzopardi 
B.Comms.(Hons)(Melit.), 

M.A.(Writing)(B.C.U.) 

Research Support Officer II 
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Administrative Staff 
 

 
 

Ms Josianne Sciberras 
Administrative Assistant  

 
 

Mr Matthew Tonna Gilford 
Clerk 

 
 
The full profiles of all the academic members and research support staff are available on the 
Institute’s website at the following link:  
www.um.edu.mt/create/staff 

 
 

  

http://www.um.edu.mt/create/staff
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4. COURSES 
 

During the academic year 2015/2016, the Edward de Bono Institute offered the well-
established Master in Creativity and Innovation, together with a number of undergraduate 
study units that form part of a variety of courses at the University of Malta.  In June 2016, the 
Institute introduced a new PhD Degree in the areas of Creativity, Innovation, Entrepreneurship 
and Foresight, as well as a new part-time evening Diploma in Creativity, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, to be offered as from the 1st October 2016. 
 
Master in Creativity and Innovation 
 

The Master in Creativity and Innovation is an interdisciplinary programme designed to assist 
participants to expand their perception, employ creative skills, develop ideas individually and in 
teams, sustain a creative climate, manage innovation, and apply foresight methodologies to 
create future scenarios and visions. It offers methods and processes which help to identify 
opportunities and cultivate appropriate skills and attitudes. It promotes imaginative, flexible 
and practical thought and action, and improves the ability to respond practically and creatively 
to problems and opportunities. This programme attracts professionals from a broad base of 
disciplines from the local and international scene.  In October 2015, the Institute welcomed an 
intake of 15 students, three of whom were overseas students from Germany, Ireland and India.  
This Master programme is available both on a full-time and a part-time basis, with all lectures 
being held during the daytime.  The duration for full-time students is 3 semesters while that for 
part-time students is 6 semesters.  The programme comprises a total of 90 ECTS, of which 60 
ECTS are assigned to taught study-units and 30 ECTS assigned to the dissertation.  Students who 
obtain the 60 ECTS assigned to the taught study-units with an average mark of at least 50% and 
who do not proceed with the course, or having proceeded do not successfully complete the 
dissertation, are awarded a Postgraduate Diploma in Creativity and Innovation.   
 

Further information about the Master in Creativity and Innovation, including entry 
requirements and the full programme of studies, is available at the following links: 
www.um.edu.mt/create/courses/masterdegreeprogramme  
www.um.edu.mt/create/cf/list/postgraduate  
 
Undergraduate Study-Units  
 

The Edward de Bono Institute offers the following study-units to a wide variety of Faculties, 
Institutes and Centres at the University of Malta: 
 

Semester I 
IOT 1006: Critical Thinking (2 ECTS) 
IOT 1008: An Introduction to Creativity (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2002: Communication and Innovation (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2003: Foresight – A Tool for Scenarios and Visions (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2005: Leadership and Organisational Innovation (2 ECTS) 
IOT 2301: Ideas and Entrepreneurship (4 ECTS) 

http://www.um.edu.mt/create/courses/masterdegreeprogramme
http://www.um.edu.mt/create/cf/list/postgraduate
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Semester II 
IOT 1002: Psychology of Creativity (4 ECTS) 
IOT 1004: Design and Innovation (2 ECTS) 
IOT 1009: A Toolkit for Thinking out of the Box (4 ECTS) 
IOT 2006: Creativity, Innovation and Digital Technologies (2 ECTS) 
IOT 2008: Innovation and Entrepreneurship: Practical Approaches (4 ECTS) 
IOT 3211: Creative and Critical Thinking for Social Intervention (5 ECTS) 
 
These study-units enable students to develop skills and attitudes that are required in public and 
private organisations where key competences, transferable skills and knowledge concerning 
creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship and foresight are considered to be crucially important.   
These skills and attitudes will enable students to recognise opportunities and will improve their 
future career options. 
 
Further information about the above study units is available at the following link: 
www.um.edu.mt/create/courses/optional_study_units/  
 
 
PhD in Creativity, Innovation, Entrepreneurship or Foresight 
 
In March 2016, the Senate of the University of Malta approved a new Doctor of Philosophy 
(PhD) Degree to be offered by The Edward de Bono Institute as from June 2016 in the areas of 
Creativity, Innovation, Entrepreneurship or Foresight.  The course is aimed at students with a 
substantial background in an area related to creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship or 
foresight and enables them to specialise in one of these areas at Doctoral level. The course is 
offered both on a full-time and a part-time basis. The course duration for full-time students is 3-
4 years, while that for part-time students is 6-8 years. Applications may be submitted at any 
time of the year but prospective students are advised to contact the Institute 
(instituteofthinking@um.edu.mt) in order to discuss their proposal and to identify a suitable 
supervisor prior to submitting their application for the course. 
 
Further information about this PhD Degree, including entry requirements and proposal 
guidelines, is available at the following link: 
www.um.edu.mt/create/courses/phd  
 
  

http://www.um.edu.mt/create/courses/optional_study_units/
mailto:instituteofthinking@um.edu.mt
http://www.um.edu.mt/create/courses/phd
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Diploma in Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
 
In June 2016, the Senate of University of Malta approved a new part-time evening Diploma in 
Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship to be offered by The Edward de Bono Institute as 
from October 2016.  This Diploma is aimed at individuals who would like to further their 
education and improve their career prospects but are not in a position to attend full-time day 
courses due to other commitments. Students shall develop knowledge, transferable skills and 
attitudes concerning creativity and idea generation, innovation (including innovation 
management), and entrepreneurship.  These are vital both for starting up and running a 
business and for enhancing employment prospects and advancing careers, since the demand 
for creative employees who are able to adapt to change, recognise opportunities, solve 
problems, and lead innovation is rising, both locally and overseas.  The programme comprises a 
total of 60 ECTS, offered over a period of four semesters (i.e., two academic years) of part-time 
study.  Lectures are at the University of Malta twice a week from 5pm to 8pm.   
 
Further information about this Diploma, including entry requirements and the full programme 
of studies, is available at the following links: 
www.um.edu.mt/create/courses/diploma  
www.um.edu.mt/create/programme/UDCIEPTE-2016-7-O   
 

 
  

https://www.um.edu.mt/create/courses/diploma
http://www.um.edu.mt/create/programme/UDCIEPTE-2016-7-O
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5. GRADUATIONS 

 
During the graduation ceremony on 20th November 2015, 4 students received their Post-
Graduate Diploma in Creativity and Innovation.  On 4th December 2015, 11 students were 
awarded the Master in Creativity and Innovation.  These students are listed below: 
 
 

PG Diploma in Creativity and Innovation 
 

Master in Creativity and Innovation 

Leanne Stephanie Attard 
Albert Sciberras 
Euchar Sultana 
 

Steven Zammit Briffa 
Athanasios Adrimis 
Marlene Agius 
Gianella Caligari 
Danica Falzon 
Rachel Grima 
Ruven Hanohov 
Petya Ivanova 
David O'Connell 
Roman Repovas 
Oliver Saliba 
Roman Voytovich 
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6. DISSERTATIONS 
 
The following table provides details about the dissertations of students who graduated with the 
degree of Master in Creativity and Innovation on 4th December 2015:   
 
 

Name of Student Dissertation Title Supervisor and  Examiners 
 

Athanasios Adrimis 
 
 
 

The Flow of the Mechanism of the 
Mind: A Conceptual Analysis of 
the Relations Between 
Csikszentmihalyi's and de Bono's 
Notions on Intrapersonal 
Creativity 
 

Supervisor: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
External: Prof Tudor Rickards 
Local:  Prof Sandra M. Dingli 
Local: Dr Margaret Mangion 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Marlene Agius Creativity, Well-Being and 
Leadership: Evaluating Inter-
Relationships in the Workplace 

Supervisor: Dr Vincent Cassar 
External: Dr Li Yiu 
Local:  Dr Margaret Mangion 
Local: Dr Lisa Pace 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino  
 

Gianella Caligari Shades of Pink and Blue: Gender 
Role Innovations 

Supervisor: Dr Brenda Murphy 
External: Prof Geraldine Bloustien 
Local: Dr Petra Caruana Dingli 
Local: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen  
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Danica Falzon Thinking by Design Supervisor: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
External: Prof Deniz Ucbasaran 
Local: Dr Petra Caruana Dingli  
Local: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
Chair: Prof Sandra M. Dingli 
 

Rachel Grima The Application of Creativity 
Theory to Literary Texts: An 
Exploration of the Use of Lateral 
Thinking Techniques in Selected 
Texts 

Supervisor: Prof Sandra M. Dingli 
External: Dr Robert Fisher  
Local:  Dr Petra Caruana Dingli 
Local: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen  
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
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Name of Student Dissertation Title Supervisor and  Examiners 
 

Ruven Hanohov Opportunities for Sustainable 
Entrepreneurship: Berlin as a Case 
Study 

Supervisor: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
External: Prof Andreas Braun 
Local: Dr Margaret Mangion 
Local: Dr Lisa Pace  
Chair: Prof Sandra M. Dingli 
 

Petya Ivanova Exploring User Experience as a 
Driver of Process Innovation 

Supervisor: Dr Margaret Mangion 
External: Prof Andreas Braun 
Local:  Prof Sandra M. Dingli 
Local: Dr Lisa Pace 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

David O'Connell Entrepreneurship Perceptions, 
Training and Opportunities 
among the Skilled Unemployed of 
Ireland: A Pilot Study 

Supervisor: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
External: Dr Jonathan Scott 
Local: Dr Petra Caruana Dingli  
Local: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
Chair: Prof Sandra M. Dingli 
 

Roman Repovas How does Space affect Creativity? 
A Study of the Influence of the 
University of Malta’s Environment 
on Students 

Supervisor: Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen 
External: Prof Andreas Braun 
Local: Prof Sandra M Dingli 
Local: Dr Margaret Mangion 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Oliver Saliba The Interactive Effect of 
Leadership, Climate, and Strategy 
on Innovation 

Supervisor: Dr Vincent Cassar 
External: Local:  Prof Andy Lockett 
Local: Dr Margaret Mangion 
Local: Dr Lisa Pace 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
 

Roman Voytovich Creative Advertising as a Method 
for Increasing the Organisational 
Competitive Advantage in the 
Sphere of Online Gaming 

Supervisor: Dr Brenda Murphy 
External: Dr Giovanni Lunghi 
Local:  Dr Margaret Mangion 
Local: Ms Claire Briffa 
Chair: Dr Leonie Baldacchino 
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7. EXTERNALLY FUNDED PROJECTS 
 
During the academic year 2015/2016, the Edward de Bono Institute participated in the 
following externally funded projects in collaboration with other institutions. 
 
OI-NET Erasmus Network 
 
In October 2013, The Edward de Bono Institute joined OI-NET, European Network for Open 
Innovation, a Lifelong Learning Project funded by the European Union, as a partner.  The three-
year project, with a total value of nearly 900,000 Euros, is being coordinated by Lappeenranta 
University of Technology (LUT), Finland, a university that has been pioneering open innovation 
research in Finland for around fourteen years. OI-NET brings together 52 HE and non-HE 
institutions, including public bodies, enterprises and associations, all active in open innovation 
and in innovation management, either through teaching and research or through practice, 
consulting and training.  On conclusion of the project (end of December 2016), the platform 
with open source materials will be hosted by LUT together with project partners identified for 
this task during the project, and updates will be conducted on a regular basis via contacts with 
network members. Professor Sandra M Dingli is representing The Edward de Bono Institute in 
this project.  
 
Further information about this project is available at the following links: 
www.oi-net.eu/ 
www.um.edu.mt/create/eu_projects/oi-net 
www.um.edu.mt/create/eu_projects/oi-net  

 
‘Best Practices in Teaching Entrepreneurship and Creating Entrepreneurial Ecosystems in 
Europe’ Erasmus+ Project 
 
In January 2015, The Edward de Bono Institute commenced a nine-month Erasmus+ project on 
entrepreneurship education and ecosystems as a partner.  This project, which was coordinated 
by Poland’s Global Entrepreneurship Week Foundation, aimed to provide examples of best 
practice about teaching entrepreneurship to school children and youths and about the best 
ways to foster relations between different actors (schools, universities, NGOs, government, and 
entrepreneurs) to create a more entrepreneurship-friendly ecosystem.  This resulted in a 
publication, which is available in electronic format in six languages (English, Polish, Italian, 
Spanish, French and German) and in hard copy format in English.  Electronic copies may be 
downloaded for free from the Institute’s website (www.um.edu.mt/create/instpublications), 
and hard copies may be obtained from the Institute’s office (43, Esperanto Street, Msida).  This 
project was completed in November 2015. The Institute was represented in this project by Dr 
Leonie Baldacchino and Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen.   
 
Further information about this project is available at the following link: 
www.um.edu.mt/create/eu_projects/entrepreneurship_education_and_ecosystems  

http://www.oi-net.eu/
http://www.um.edu.mt/create/eu_projects/oi-net
http://www.um.edu.mt/create/eu_projects/oi-net
http://www.um.edu.mt/create/instpublications
http://www.um.edu.mt/create/eu_projects/entrepreneurship_education_and_ecosystems
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CIMULACT HORIZON 2020 Project 
 
In June 2015, The Edward de Bono Institute began CIMULACT – Citizen and Multi-Actor 
Consultation on Horizon 2020, which is an EU funded project under the Horizon 2020 platform.  
The aims of this project include promoting the engagement of citizens in the identification of 
desirable sustainable futures through responsible research and innovation, setting a new 
standard for public participation through the development, testing and assessment of methods 
for citizen engagement and making the building of the future more realistic through a wide and 
democratic public conversation with citizens, experts and other stakeholders. The project 
involves 29 partners in 30 European countries and it is coordinated by The Danish Board of 
Technology Foundation, Copenhagen (also known as Fonden Teknologiradet). The academics 
involved in this project are Professor Sandra M Dingli and Dr Lisa Pace. Ms Daniela Azzopardi is 
participating as a Research Support Officer.   
 
Further information about this project is available at the following links: 
www.cimulact.eu/ 
www.um.edu.mt/create/eu_projects/cimulact  
www.facebook.com/cimulactmalta/  
 
CREMO Erasmus+ 2015 Project 
 
In September 2015, The Edward de Bono Institute commenced CREMO – Creativity E-Modules 
in Education, which is an EU funded project under the Erasmus+ 2015 programme.  This project 
is focused on the development of e-modules that are aimed at developing students’ creativity. 
With stronger capabilities in creativity and thinking skills, the students will be better prepared 
for the constantly evolving nature of today’s society, both in their working and private lives. 
Once the e-modules are developed, they will be made available for use across European 
educational institutions. It will be designed to fit into any standard curriculum to complement 
the regular education framework. The project coordinators are University of Aalborg, Aalborg, 
Denmark. The academics involved in this project are Professor Sandra M Dingli and Ms Shirley 
Pulis Xerxen.  Ms Daniela Azzopardi is participating as a Research Support Officer.   

 
  

http://www.cimulact.eu/
http://www.um.edu.mt/create/eu_projects/cimulact
http://www.facebook.com/cimulactmalta/?fref=ts
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8. PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS OVERSEAS 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute’s academic and research support staff participated in a wide 
range of conferences and events outside the Maltese Islands during the academic year 2015-
2016.  These are summarised below. 
 
29 September – 02 October 2015: CIMULACT Kick-Off meeting and Training Seminar – 
Copenhagen, Denmark 
Professor Sandra M Dingli attended the kick-off meeting for CIMULACT which took place in 
Copenhagen from 29th September to 2nd October 2015. After the kick-off meeting, the training 
seminar for Work Package 1 (a citizens’ consultation held in Malta and in 29 other European 
countries in December 2015) was held at the same location on 2nd October. The venue was 
Spejdercenter Holmen, Copenhagen.  
 

    
 
 
02 – 06 November 2015: Learning Outcomes Framework – Train the Trainer – Cork, Ireland 
Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen and Ms Tania Farrugia attended the Train the Trainer on a Learning 
Outcomes Approach programme organised by the Ministry for Education and Employment.  A 
workshop was held in connection with this programme at University College Cork in Ireland 
between the 2nd and the 6th November 2015.  
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16 – 18 November 2015: Erasmus+ Project Final Conference – Warsaw, Poland 
Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen represented the Edward de Bono Institute at the Final Conference of the 
Erasmus+ project on Entrepreneurship Education and Ecosystems from the 16th to the 18th 
November in Warsaw, which kicked off Global Entrepreneurship Week 2015 in Poland.  Ms Pulis 
Xerxen spoke about entrepreneurship education during this conference.  She was interviewed 
and featured in a video clip highlighting the main findings of this Erasmus+ project.  The clip is 
available at the following link:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzsyp34AsxI&feature=youtu.be 
 

 
 
 
19 – 20 November 2015: EU SME Assembly – Luxembourg  
Dr Leonie Baldacchino delivered a Creativity Masterclass during the EU SME Assembly which was 
held in Luxembourg on the 19th and 20th November 2015.  She promoted the Master in Creativity 
and Innovation at this event by handing out posters and explaining the benefits of the 
programme. 
 

    
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzsyp34AsxI&feature=youtu.be
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23 – 26 November 2015: European Conference on Youth Work, Social Innovation and 
Enterprise – Malmö, Sweden 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino delivered a keynote address on Social Innovation and Social 
Entrepreneurship during the European Conference on Youth Work, Social Innovation and 
Enterprise, which was held in Malmö, Sweden, from the 23rd to the 26th November 2015.  During 
this conference, Ms Lara Dougall, who is an alumnus of the Institute, delivered a workshop on 
her current work projects at Junior Achievement Young Enterprise Malta, and Carlos Canas, who 
was the runner up in the Institute’s Innovation Challenge: Go Green in June 2015, delivered a 
presentation about his Go Green entry. 
 
24 – 28 January 2016: Research Visit to the UK  
Professor Sandra M Dingli visited Malcolm Goodman in the UK from the 24th to the 28th January 
2016 to conduct research for the a second edition of their co-authored publication Creativity 
and Strategic Innovation Management which is due to be published by Routledge in 2017. 
 
14 – 17 March 2016: Global Entrepreneurship Congress – Medellin, Colombia 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino attended the Global Entrepreneurship Congress (GEC) which was held in 
Medellin, Colombia from the 14th to the 17th March 2016. The GEC is the annual meeting of the 
Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) National Hosts from over 160 countries, who meet to 
discuss their national campaigns, to celebrate best practice in promoting entrepreneurship, and 
to share ideas for promoting entrepreneurship all over the world.  In addition to the Hosts’ 
meetings, the Congress attracts a broad collection of voices from across the entrepreneurial 
spectrum including entrepreneurs, investors, researchers, thought leaders and policymakers 
who work together to explore the best approaches in helping  to build one global 
entrepreneurial ecosystem.  At the GEC, Dr Baldacchino discussed the Maltese campaign, which 
is coordinated by The Edward de Bono Institute as the National Host for GEW in Malta since its 
inception in 2008. 
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18 – 22 April 2016: CIMULACT Project Meeting and Workshop – Milan, Italy 
Professor Sandra M Dingli and Ms Daniela Azzopardi attended a partners’ meeting and 
workshop from the 18th to the 22nd April 2016 at the Politecnico di Milano, Italy, in connection 
with the Horizon 2020 project CIMULACT.  An expert on Family Studies, Professor Angela Abela 
and Ms Alison Ann Meilak, as a representative citizen of Malta, participated in the workshop. 
The following social needs were discussed during the workshop: Equality, Holistic Health, 
Sustainable Food, Life-long Processes, Strengths-based Education and Experiential Learning, 
Personal Development, Harmony with Nature, Green Habitats, Sustainable Economy, 
Sustainable Energy, Unity and Cohesion, and Citizenship Awareness and Participation. Over 100 
participants made up of project partners, experts and citizens from all over Europe worked 
together on building future research scenarios based on the twelve social needs. 
 

   
 

29 May – 03 June 2016: CREMO Project Meetings and Workshops – Aalborg, Denmark 
Professor Sandra M Dingli and Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen attended a project meeting and a 
workshop in connection with the EU funded project CREMO at the University of Aalborg, 
Denmark, from the 29th May to the 3rd June 2016. They are researching and writing two papers 
– one on Digital Embodied Creativity Training where Professor Dingli is the lead author, and 
another on the theoretical underpinnings of creativity where Ms Pulis Xerxen is the lead author.  
The next CREMO meeting is scheduled for the 15th to the 20th January 2017 at the Complutense 
University of Madrid, Spain. 
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01 – 02 June 2016: Research Visit to Manchester Business School, UK 
Dr Lisa Pace attended a workshop in Manchester organised by Dr Sally Randles and Prof 
Philippe Laredo from the University of Manchester on the 1st and 2nd June 2016. The meeting 
brought together post-doctoral researchers to discuss the book: De Facto Responsible 
Innovation: Governance at Stake that will be published by Edward Elgar, UK. Dr Pace is 
contributing a book chapter entitled Steering a Sustainability Transition in Tourism: The Role of 
Policy in Greening Hospitality. 
 
03 June 2016: Conditional Commitment in Collective Action Workshop – London, UK 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli presented a paper entitled Cash to Conserve: A Case Study on 
Conditional Commitment in Collective Action at the “I Will if You Will, Too"™: Conditional 
Commitment in Collective Action Workshop on the 3rd June 2016 at City University London, UK.  
This paper was co-authored with Dr Marie Briguglio from the University of Malta’s Department 
of Economics. 
 
15 – 17 June 2016: OI NET Seminar and Project Meeting – Porto, Portugal 
Professor Sandra M Dingli attended a seminar and project meeting for OI NET from the 15th to 
the 17th June 2016 at the Instituto de Engenharia de Sistemas e Computadores, Tecnologia e 
Ciência (INESC TEC) in Porto, Portugal. Henry Chesbrough (the ‘father’ of open innovation) and 
Hannes Erler (Director Open Innovation Networks, Innovation and Marketing at Swarovski 
Professional) delivered keynote presentations at the seminar. Professor Dingli was selected to 
be interviewed by the project’s external evaluator, Michelle Botha, a Higher Education 
Professional, during the project meeting. 
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03 – 06 July 2016: R&D Management Conference – University of Cambridge, UK 
Dr Lisa Pace presented a paper at the R&D Management Conference 2016: From Science to 
Society: Innovation and Value Creation held at the University of Cambridge, UK, between the 3rd 
and the 6th July 2016. The paper addressed aspects of Dr Pace’s research on eco-innovation and 
sustainability and was entitled On Form and Function of Intermediaries in Greening Innovation: A 
review of the Literature and Conceptual Analysis.  The R&D Management Conference is an 
international gathering of academics and practitioners with interests in research, development, 
technology management and innovation. It featured keynote speakers from AstraZeneca and 
Rolls Royce and an address by Professor David Teece from the Haas School of Business at UC 
Berkeley; as well as academic and industrial tracks and workshops.  
 

 
 
 

25 July 2016: Visit to the Faculty of Education, University of Khon Kaen, Thailand 
Professor Sandra M Dingli visited the Faculty of Education at the University of Khon Kaen in 
Thailand on the 25th July 2016, where she met Dr Bussabamintra Chalauisaeng who teaches 
English in the faculty. They discussed topics of mutual interest. 
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09 August 2016: Meeting with Thai de Bono Trainer – Bangkok, Thailand 
Professor Sandra M Dingli met Rasmee Tanyathorn, a de Bono certified trainer, in Bangkok, 
Thailand on the 9th August 2016. They discussed issues related to the de Bono training methods 
and other topics of mutual interest. 
 

 
 
 
17 – 18 September 2016: Futurefest – London, UK 
Professor Sandra M Dingli attended Futurefest on the 17th and 18th September 2016 in London, 
UK.  FutureFest is an event organised by NESTA, the UK’s innovation foundation, with the aim of 
challenging perceptions about the future and triggering change and innovation through debates 
and immersive experiences. 
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12 – 13 September 2016: OI-NET Project Meeting – Berlin, Germany  

Professor Sandra M Dingli attended an OI NET meeting at the Charlottenburger Innovations-
Centre (CHIC – part of the Technical University of Berlin) on the 12th and 13th September 2016 
in Berlin, Germany. This meeting was attended by Work Package leaders and by contributors to 
the publication (in press) that is one of the deliverables of the project.  
 

 
 
17 – 20 September 2016: ThinkCIQ – Bangalore, India 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino delivered a keynote presentation entitled Creativity and 
Entrepreneurship Education: A European Perspective, and conducted two workshops – one on 
Fostering Entrepreneurship Through Education, and the other on Tools for Creative Thinking – at 
ThinkCIQ (Creativity and Intelligences Quest), held in Bangalore, India, on Saturday 17th and 
Sunday 18th September 2016. This is an annual conference aimed at enabling educators in India 
to nurture creative and entrepreneurial thinking among their students.  Malta’s High 
Commissioner in India, H. E. Stephen Borg, attended this conference and delivered an opening 
address.  On Tuesday 20th September, Dr Baldacchino visited GEAR Innovative International 
School where she held meetings with teachers and with the Founder and Chairman, Dr M 
Srinivasan, and where she conducted a workshop on creative thinking with students.   Dr 
Baldacchino’s visit was supported by the University of Malta’s International and EU Office and 
by Malta’s High Commission in New Delhi. It further extends the Institute’s long-standing 
collaboration with educational institutions in India, which includes workshops for Indian 
Principals and students in Malta as outlined in Section 10 below. 
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9. PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS IN MALTA 
 

In addition to the conferences and meetings attended overseas, The Edward de Bono Institute’s 
members of staff participated in various events and activities in Malta during the academic year 
2015-2016.  These are summarised below. 
 
11 – 15 October 2015: CREMO Kick-Off Meeting and Workshop  
Professor Sandra M Dingli, Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen and Ms Daniela Azzopardi organised and 
attended the kick-off meeting and a workshop for CREMO in Malta from the 11th to the 15th 
October 2015. Partners from the Complutense University of Madrid, the project coordinators 
from the University of Aalborg, Denmark and a partner from China attended the event. 
 

 
 
21 October 2015: Ideas from Europe Pitching Event 
Dr Baldacchino formed part of the panel of judges for the Ideas from Europe Pitching Event, 
organised by the Ministry for the Economy, Investment and Small Business as part of Malta 
SME Week 2015.  This was held on the 21st October 2015 at Le Meridien, St Julians. The event 
was won by Nathan Farrugia with his Empower project.  He later represented Malta at TedX 
Binnenhof, which was held during the EU SME Assembly in Luxembourg in November 2016, 
where he competed against other participants from all other EU Member States. 
 
22 – 23 October 2015: Cultural Mapping: Debating Spaces and Places 
Professor Sandra M Dingli and Dr Petra Caruana Dingli attended the Valletta 2018 annual 
conference entitled Cultural Mapping – Debating Spaces and Places which was held on the 22nd 
and 23rd October 2015 at the Mediterranean Conference Centre, Valletta. This international 
conference was held as part of the Cultural Mapping Project, an initiative funded by the Valletta 
2018 Foundation, organized in collaboration with the University of Malta and supported by the 
Culture and Audiovisual Unit within the Ministry for Justice, Culture and Local Government.  
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27 October 2015: Foresight Workshop for Students at the Faculty of the Built Environment 
Professor Sandra M Dingli delivered a two hour workshop entitled The Inner Harbour Marsa 
Area in 2050 to Final Year students from the Faculty of the Built Environment at the University 
of Malta on the 27th October 2015.  This workshop was held following an invitation from 
Professor Alex Torpiano, Dean of the Faculty of the Built Environment. The aim was to facilitate 
the generation of new ideas among students related to the future of the Marsa inner harbour 
area as part of the students’ final project. 
 
28 October 2015: JA-YE Entrepreneurship Education Teachers’ Seminar 
Dr Baldacchino delivered a keynote address on Creative Approaches to Entrepreneurship 
Education at a seminar for teachers from Denmark and Malta on the 28th October 2015.  This 
seminar was organised by Junior Achievement Young Enterprise Malta Foundation in 
collaboration with the European Union Programmes Agency (EUPA).  
 

    
 
 
16 – 22 November 2015: Global Entrepreneurship Week 
 

 
 
For the 8th consecutive year, The Edward de Bono Institute was the National Host for the Global 
Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) activities held in Malta. The Institute collaborated with various 
institutions to organise the following events during the week commencing Monday 16 
November 2015: 
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16 November 2015: Euroguidance Conference on Entrepreneurship Education – The 
Waterfront Hotel, Sliema 
Organised by the Malta Career Guidance Association, Euroguidance Malta, European Union 
Programmes Agency and The Edward de Bono Institute for the Design and Development of 
Thinking; supported by the Directorate of Educational Services – Student Services Department  
This conference, which was aimed at Career Guidance Professionals, focused on how 
entrepreneurship can be fostered through education. It included a keynote address by Dr 
Leonie Baldacchino on The A-Z of Entrepreneurship, a panel discussion moderated by Dr 
Baldacchino with the participation of entrepreneurs and employers, and a number of parallel 
workshops focusing on different levels of education. Institute academics Professor Sandra M 
Dingli and Dr Margaret Mangion moderated two of these workshops, while Institute Board 
Member Professor Saviour Zammit moderated another. The Hon. Minister of Education and 
Employment Dr Evarist Bartolo delivered the opening address.  
 

   
 
16 November 2015: 'Great Ideas Funded' Training Workshop focusing on the Creative Sector – 
TAKEOFF Business Incubator, University of Malta. 
Organised by ZAAR Malta in collaboration with Arts Council Malta (ACM), with the support of 
Grant Thornton Malta. 
This workshop provided information about crowdfunding and the preparation required to get 
one’s idea crowdfunded and launched on Malta’s first crowdfunding platform, ZAAR.com.mt. 
The Institute’s Master students enrolled on IOT5038: Creativity, Innovation and Arts attended 
this workshop together with their lecturer Dr Petra Caruana Dingli.  

 

 
 



Annual Report 2015-2016: The Edward de Bono Institute, University of Malta 
 

26 

 
18 November 2015: Malta Enterprise Role and Activities – MCAST Paola and Kordin Business 
Incubation Centre 
Organised by The Edward de Bono Institute in collaboration with Paragon Europe, Malta 
Enterprise, MCAST, and Degree Plus  
The aim of this event was to inform University of Malta students about the current operations 
of Malta Enterprise, its role and incentives to assist local businesses. Students who attended 
this event had the opportunity to visit Kordin Business Incubation Centre, which is managed by 
Malta Enterprise. 
 

 
 
18 November 2015: Entrepreneurship Opportunities: Accelerate Growth and Job Creation – 
MCAST Paola and Kordin Business Incubation Centre 
Organised by Paragon Europe in collaboration with The Edward de Bono Institute, MCAST 
Entrepreneurship Centre and Malta Enterprise. 
This event took place within the margins of SCIENT, a European University-Business Alliance 
aiming to foster young SCIEntists’ ENTrepreneurial spirit, a project funded under Erasmus+ 
which started in 2015. It consisted of a forum, with presentations about Paragon Europe, Malta 
Enterprise, MCAST Entrepreneurship Centre, and The Edward de Bono Institute (delivered by Dr 
Leonie  Baldacchino), followed by two parallel workshops with the participation of stakeholders 
from Malta, Spain, Italy and Latvia. The Institute’s Master in Creativity and Innovation students 
attended this event.  
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18 November: Leading the Way – KSU Common Room, University of Malta 
Organised by Young Entrepreneurs and Leaders (YEL) in collaboration with The Edward de Bono 
Institute, The Centre for Entrepreneurship and Business Incubation, and the Association of 
Students of Commercial Studies (ASCS), all at the University of Malta 
This event featured a number of business leaders who discussed various issues related to 
leadership, entrepreneurship and innovation. It included a keynote address by Professor Russell 
Smith and a panel discussion moderated by Professor Philip Wragg (both from the University of 
Malta’s Centre for Entrepreneurship and Business Incubation), networking and light 
refreshments. Institute academic Dr Margaret Mangion participated in the panel discussion, 
while Dr Leonie Baldacchino delivered an opening and closing address. 

 

     
 

19 November 2015: Budding Rockstars – Intercontinental Hotel, St Julians 
Organised by The Malta Communications Authority in collaboration with The Edward de Bono 
Institute and TAKEOFF Business Incubator (both at the University of Malta), the Directorate for 
Educational Services, the Secretariat for Catholic Education (Church Schools) Junior Achievement 
Young Enterprise Malta, the Malta Information Technology Agency, and BeSmartOnline! 
Budding Rockstars was a conference on entrepreneurship and innovation targeted at Malta’s 
brightest young minds. Top achieving Fifth Form students (15-16 year-olds) from all over Malta 
were introduced to the exciting world of entrepreneurship and innovation through panel 
discussions, presentations and group activities. They took part in interactive sessions with 
emerging and established entrepreneurs, and in workshops that stimulated their creative 
thinking abilities and fostered entrepreneurial mindsets. Dr Baldacchino moderated one of the 
panel discussions, while Dr Mangion and Ms Pulis Xerxen coordinated the creative thinking 
workshops which were in turn facilitated by a number of Master in Creativity and Innovation 
alumni and students. Some highlights from this event are captured in the following video clip: 
https://youtu.be/Zbg3aN1xBwI, and in the following feature by TV show Gadgets: 
https://vimeo.com147964292  
 

   

https://youtu.be/Zbg3aN1xBwI
https://vimeo.com147964292/
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30 November 2015: Postgraduate Research Seminar and de Bono Lecture  
Dr Lisa Pace and Dr Leonie Baldacchino organised the Postgraduate Research Seminar that was 
held on the 30th November at TAKEOFF Incubator, University of Malta. The Seminar 
commenced with an overview of the research interests of the Institute's staff related to the 
four research pillars of the Institute, followed by presentations by five of the Institute’s Masters 
students, namely Owen Bonello, Gianella Caligari, David Demicoli Nathaniel Gatt, and Sandrina 
Spiteri Gonzi, who presented the completed or preliminary findings of their dissertations. 
Professor Edward de Bono then delivered his annual lecture which was followed by a 
networking lunch. 
 

    
 
02 December 2015 – 18 March 2016: Discover University Workshops 
Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen and Dr Margaret Mangion conducted a series of monthly two-hour 
workshops on creative thinking to Fifth Form students from a variety of schools as part of 
Discovery University 2015-2016. The first session was held on 2nd December with Dr Margaret 
Mangion and another three sessions were held on 9th December 2015, 13th January 2016 and 
18th March 2016 with Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen. 
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05 December 2015: CIMULACT Citizen Consultation Workshop 
A citizen consultation workshop was held on Saturday 5th December at the Grand Hotel 
Excelsior, Floriana, as part of the EU-funded Horizon 2020 project CIMULACT. The workshop 
was facilitated by seven of the Institute’s Master students and three members of staff, namely 
Professor Sandra M Dingli (local project coordinator), Dr Lisa Pace, and Ms Daniela Azzopardi.  
The aim of the workshop was to engage citizens in order to co-create research agendas that are 
based on the visions, needs and demands of society. Similar workshops were held in 30 
European countries, which generated over 1,000 visions. These visions, including the six visions 
generated in Malta by the 38 citizens who participated in the workshop, may be accessed at the 
following link:  
www.cimulact.eu/national-reports-on-the-citizen-vision-workshops/    
 

 
 
14 December 2015: Strategy 2020 Conference 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli attended the Strategy 2020 conference held by the Arts Council Malta 
on the 14th Decemer 2015 regarding the strategic focus of the Council for the next five years. 
The conference was held at the Mediterranean Conference Centre, and was addressed by 
former European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth, Androulla 
Vassilou. Culture Minister Dr Owen Bonnici opened the conference. The conference reflected 
upon the Council’s plans for the cultural and creative sectors until 2020. Key stakeholders from 
Malta’s cultural and creative sectors, creative practitioners and artists also formed part of the 
various discussion panels, including the participation of all the artistic directors of Malta’s 
Public Cultural Organisations. 
 
13 January 2016: Entrepreneurship Lecture for Applied Biomedical Sciences Students 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino delivered a lecture and interactive workshop on Entrepreneurship and 
Opportunity Identification to students reading for a Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Applied 
Biomedical Science. This was held on the 13th January 2016 at the University of Malta. 
 
 
 

http://www.cimulact.eu/national-reports-on-the-citizen-vision-workshops/
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19 January 2016: Train the Trainer, NCFHE Accreditation courses   
Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen attended a meeting concerning the design and delivery of accredited 
courses with the NCFHE on the 19th January 2016. This is part of Ms Pulis Xerxen’s appointment 
as a Learning Outcomes Framework Expert in connection with the Train the Trainer 
accreditation and the implementation of the National Curriculum Framework’s Learning 
Outcomes. 
 
23 January 2016: iLead - The Creative Leader Academy – Gozo  
Dr Leonie Baldacchino conducted a workshop on Fostering Creative Leaders on the 23rd January 
2016 at the Oratorio Don Bosco in Gozo.  This workshop was part of a project entitled iLead - 
The Creative Leader Academy, funded by a European Economic Area (EEA) Grant and organised 
by the Gozo Youth Council.  
 
30 January 2016 – 18 May 2016: JA-YE Start-Up Programme Panel of Judges 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino formed part of the panel of judges for Junior Achievement Young 
Enterprise’s Start-Up Programme (tertiary level), which took place over several judging phases 
between January and May 2016. The first judging event was held on Saturday 30th January 2016 
at PWC Academy in Qormi.  A total of 16 teams presented their business ideas and marketing 
plans and received a great deal of constructive feedback from the judges.  This was followed by 
an exhibition at Tigne’ Point on Saturday 16th April 2016, where the teams diplayed and 
distributed samples of their products and discussed aspects of their business with the judges 
and members of the public.  The teams then delivered their “Investors’ Pitch” to the judges on 
Saturday 7th May 2016. The final was held on Wednesday 18th May and was won by ‘Freshy.io’, 
which is a team of four University of Malta students offering a mobile application through 
which cafeterias and restaurants can sell excess food at a discounted price. 
 
January 2016: Continuous Professional Development Programme 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli successfully completed the Continuous Professional Development 
Programme offered by the University of Malta after presenting her action research project. 
 
05 February 2016: Quality Assurance Committee Meeting with Professor Maria Attard 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino attended a meeting for Deans and Directors held on the 5th February 
2016 at the University of Malta by Professor Maria Attard, Chairperson of the University’s 
Quality Assurance Committee, on the work of the Committee including the initial tasks that it 
was required to focus on.   
 
17 February 2016: Quality Assurance Committee Meeting with Mr Sandro Spiteri 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino held a meeting on the 17th February 2016 with Mr Sandro Spiteri, Senior 
Executive of the University’s Quality Assurance Unit, to discuss the Institute’s procedures and 
other matters related to quality assurance.   
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25 February 2016: Culture Matters: Valletta 2018 Initial Findings Conference 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli and Professor Sandra Dingli attended a one day conference entitled 
Culture Matters on the 25th February 2016 as part of the Valleta 2018 initiative.  This was held 
at the ICT Auditorium, University of Malta. This one-day event discussed the initial results from 
Valletta 2018’s five-year Evaluation and Monitoring research process. Through this process, the 
Foundation aimed to explore the legacy of Valletta’s title as European Capital of Culture 
through an analysis of the title’s impacts on different social phenomena, including employment 
and training in the creative industries, identity, cultural participation, use of space and 
accessibility, tourism, and the economy. The seminar was addressed by a number of 
independent researchers and public entities who conducted research within these fields, and 
who presented the initial results of their research carried out throughout 2015.  
 
01 March 2016: Meeting with Representatives of the Ministry of Finance 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Professor Sandra M Dingli and Dr Petra Caruana Dingli held a meeting 
with Mr Kevin Vella and Dr Robert Cachia from the Ministry of Finance on the 1st March 2016 to 
discuss possible avenues for collaboration.  Mr Vella and Dr Cachia presented a number of 
research topics which could be of interest to the Institute’s staff and students. 
 
04 February – 16 March 2016: Training in Creativity and Entrepreneurship Education  
Dr Leonie Baldacchino conducted a short training programme in Creativity and 
Entrepreneurship Education for educators at Maria Regina College Learning Support Centre in 
Naxxar.  The training was delivered over three sessions between the 4th and the 23rd February 
2016.  Dr Baldacchino conducted a similar training programme for educators at St Theresa 
College Learning Support Zone in B’Kara.  Three sessions were held between the 24th February 
and the 4th March 2016. They were followed by two sessions on creativity and 
entrepreneurship for students attending this college on the 11th and the 16th March 2016, 
delivered by Dr Margaret Mangion. 
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04 March 2016: BPW Careers Day 
Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen represented The Edward de Bono Institute at the Business and 
Professional Women’s Careers Day for Fourth Form students, which was held at the National 
Stadium in Ta’ Qali on the 4th March 2016. H. E. the President of Malta Marie Louise Coleiro 
Preca attended the event and interacted with the professional women who were there to 
inspire the young ladies.   
 

 
 
09 – 11 March 2016: 21st Century Performance and Research Conferene 

Professor Sandra M Dingli attended the 21st Centure Performance and Research Conference, 
held at the University of Malta Valletta Campus from the 9th to the 11th March 2016. She 
chaired a session on Performance and Language on the 11th March. This conference was hosted 
by the School of Performing Arts, University of Malta. 
 
08 April 2016: Malta Business Review Conference on the Customer Experience 
Dr Margaret Mangion delivered a keynote presentation during the Malta Business Review 
Conference on the Customer Experience. Dr Mangion spoke about how user experience can be 
used to drive innovation in both products and processes, as well as in addressing business 
model innovation.  Professor Edward de Bono also delivered an address at the event. 
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15 – 21 April 2016: World Creativity and Innovation Week (WCIW) 
 

 
 
Between the 15th and the 21st April 2016, The Edward de Bono Institute hosted and/or 
participated in the following of activities to celebrate World Creativity and Innovation Week 
(WCIW), which was first launched in Canada in 2001 and is now celebrated in 26 countries 
including Malta.  The purpose of WCIW is to inspire new thinking and foster a culture of 
creativity and innovation.   
 

15 April 2016: Launch of Edward de Bono’s Book ‘Bonting: Thinking to Create Value’ 
The launch of Edward de Bono’s latest book Bonting: Thinking to Create Value was held as part 
of WCIW at Auberge de Castille on Friday 15th April 2016. The event was attended by the Prime 
Minister Dr Joseph Muscat, several Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries, and other 
distinguished guests including Institute Board Member Professor Saviour Zammit and Institute 
academics Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Professor Sandra Dingli, Dr Margaret Mangion, Ms Shirley 
Pulis Xerxen and Ms Natalie Swaine Nwoko. Dr Leonie Baldacchino delivered the opening 
address, which was an opportunity to inform the audience about the Institute’s current and 
upcoming courses and initiatives. This was followed by Professor Edward de Bono’s address 
where he outlined the main ideas in his book, and by a closing address delivered by the Prime 
Minister Dr Joseph Muscat.  Light refreshments were served after the speeches while Professor 
de Bono autographed several copies of his book for the guests.  Bonting is Edward de Bono’s 
first locally published book, and the publisher – Mr Gordon Pisani of Kite Group – is one of the 
Institute’s Master in Creativity and Innovation students. 
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20 April 2016: Launch of ‘The Social Innovation Challenge: Enable and Engage’ 
On the 20th April 2016, the Institute launched a new competition called The Social Innovation 
Challenge: Enable and Engage, in collaboration with the Parliamentary Secretariat for Rights of 
Persons with Disability and Active Ageing, with the support of MAPFRE Middlesea and MSV Life. 
It was aimed at individuals or teams who would like to make a contribution in the field of active 
ageing and disability. Participants were required to identify a problem that affects ageing 
individuals or individuals with disabilities, come up with an innovative solution to this problem, 
carry out a feasibility study for this solution, and submit a proposal by the 14th October 2016.  A 
prize of €2,000 shall be awarded to the winning entry while €500 shall be awarded to the 
runner up.  This competition is coordinated by Institute academic Dr Margaret Mangion. 
 

 
 
21 April 2016: ‘The Creative Competence’ Panel Discussion 
A panel discussion entitled The Creative Competence was organised by the Edward de Bono 
Institute on the 21st April 2016 to celebrate WCIW at the University of Malta.  The panel was 
moderated by Dr Margaret Mangion from The Edward de Bono Institute and composed of 
employers Josef Said from Konnekt Search and Selection and Benjamin Borg from Anchovy, 
Master in Creativity and Innovation alumni Lara Gail Dougall from Junior Achievement Young 
Enterprise and Danica Falzon from Shaker Ltd., together with current Master student and 
AIESEC representative Elizabeth Pulo. The panellists discussed the importance of soft skills in 
the workplace, including creativity, flexibility and motivation. 
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15 – 21 April 2016: KidzThink! Exhibition 
Kidz Think! was a project held by The Edward de Bono Institute in collaboration with Birzebbuga 
Primary School. The aim behind the project was to entice parents to work on creative projects 
with their children.  During the course of four sessions, which were conducted by Dr Margaret 
Mangion, the pupils and their parents explored areas of ideation, creative story writing using 
randomly picked words, and elements of creative problem solving. The eight year old pupils 
thoroughly enjoyed the sessions and performed confidently at the creative tasks. An exhibition 
of the creative outputs produced during this project was held from the 15th to the 21st April at 
Birzebbuga Primary School as part of WCIW. 
 
09 April 2016: Valletta Beyond 2020 Seminar 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli attended the Valletta Beyond 2020 Seminar on the 9th April 2016, 
organised by Valletta Allied Foundation.  This seminar addressed concerns regarding the 
changing needs of Valletta and how these needs will be met beyond 2020. Speakers addressed 
issues related to architecture and urban spaces, leisure and entertainment, economic and 
financial activity, arts, culture and heritage, liveability, and regeneration, and discussed what 
actions and initiatives should be taken so that future aspirations for Valletta can be achieved.  
 
03 May 2016: Industrial Relations Programme 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino conducted a workshop on Emotional Intelligence for a group of 
Permanent Secretaries and Senior Heads in the Maltese Public Sector. This workshop, which 
was held on the 3rd May 2016, was part of an intensive, four day training programme in 
Industrial Relations.  The programme aimed at improving skills in dealing with trade union 
affairs, industrial relations issues and disputes. It was organised by the Centre for Labour 
Studies, University of Malta, in association with the Centre for Development, Research and 
Training (CDRT) of the Office of the Prime Minister. 
 

     
 
8 – 13 May 2016: Webinars on Metalearning 
Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen was invited by Eekhoutcentrum In-Service Training Institute, Belgium, to 
deliver three webinars during the Meta-Learning and Thinking Skills Erasmus Plus In-service 
Training course which was held in Reykjavik, Iceland, between the 8th and the 13th May 2016. 
The webinars covered the following topics: The Higher Order Thinking Classroom, Creative 
Thinking Can Be Learned, and Productive Thinking Models and Philosophical Thinking.  
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18 May 2016: 'Please you, draw near: Celebrating Shakespeare, I' Seminar 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli delivered a presentation on Shakespeare and Witchcraft at a seminar  
entitled ‘Please you, draw near’: Celebrating Shakespeare, I. This seminar was organised by the 
Humanities Medicine and Science Programme, and the University of Malta’s Faculties of Arts, 
Medicine and Surgery, and Science.  It was held on the 18th May 2016 in the Auditorium at the 
University of Malta Valletta Campus. 
 
04 May 2016: ‘Social Innovation Challenge – Enable and Engage’ Workshop 
A workshop for prospective participants of the Social Innovation Challenge: Enable and Engage 
was held on the 4th May 2016 at MAPFRE Middlesea, Floriana, to provide further information 
on what was required to participate in the competition.  Dr Margaret Mangion outlined the 
aims of the competition and delivered an interactive presentation on idea generation 
techniques that may be used by the participants to identify innovative solutions for the 
competition.  This was followed by a session with Dr Leonie Baldacchino on how to conduct the 
feasibility study that is required for the competition, and a presentation on Intellectual Property 
delivered by Dr Ing Anton Bartolo, Director of Corporate Research and Knowledge Transfer, 
University of Malta.   
 

 
 
19 – 22 April 2016 and 13 – 16 June 2016: Continuous Professional Development Programme  
In April 2016, Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Dr Margaret Mangion and Dr Lisa Pace commenced the 
Continuous Professional Development course organised by the University of Malta. They 
attended the first block of sessions from the 19th to the 22nd April 2016 and the second block 
from the 13th to the 16th June 2016.  They are due to complete this programme in January 2017. 
 
26 May 2016: Neuroscience of Innovation 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Dr Margaret Mangion and Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen attended the 
Neuroscience of Innovation workshop held on the 26th May 2016 at the Radisson Blu, St Julians.  
This workshop was organised by the Ultimate Performance Academy and conducted by Mr 
Simon Clarkson from the UK. 
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27 – 28 June 2016: ZEST Digital Busines Conference 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino attended ZEST Digital Business Conference on the 27th and 28th June 
2016.  It featured various local and international speakers who discussed issues related to 
technological disruption, innovation and entrepreneurship.  A number of the Institute’s Master 
students, namely Steven Diacono, Deirdre Dolan, Geraldine Sammut and Ruth Schembri, 
assisted at this event, which was organised by the Malta Communications Authority.   
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10. VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute welcomed several visitors from overseas during the academic 
year 2015-2016.  These are outlined below. 
 
10 November 2015: Meeting with Dr Michael Bahles and Dr Alexander Trefz 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino and Professor Sandra M Dingli held a meeting with Dr Michael Bahles 
and Dr Alexander Trefz from Business School Berlin-Potsdam, Germany, on the 10th November 
2015 at the University of Malta.  They discussed collaboration opportunities and agreed to 
establish an Erasmus+ Mobility Agreement between the University of Malta and Business 
School Berlin-Potsdam for students and staff with effect from October 2016.   
 

 
 
03 – 05 December 2015: Slovenian Teachers and Students Delegation 
A Slovenian delegation made up of secondary school students and their teachers visited The 
Edward de Bono Institute from the 3rd to the 5th December 2015.  They joined lectures with Dr 
Margaret Mangion and Ms Tania Farrugia, and held meetings with Ms Pulis Xerxen and 
Professor Edward de Bono. The delegation was led by de Bono certified trainer Nastja Mulej. 
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01 – 08 December 2015: Indian Principals Delegation  
A delegation of eight Indian School Principals visited the University of Malta from the 1st to the 
8th December 2015. Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Professor Sandra M Dingli, Dr Margaret Mangion 
and Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen delivered workshops as part of their training programme entitled 
Schools for the Future: Fostering Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship Through 
Education.  As part of the training programme, the delegation visited St Paul’s Missionary 
College, St Ignatius College Boys' Secondary, and San Anton School, where they observed 
lessons on creative thinking and entrepreneurship, learned about the local education system, 
and discussed projects and initiatives undertaken by these institutions to promote creativity, 
innovation and entrepreneurship through education.  The delegates had the opportunity to 
meet Professor Edward de Bono during a reception at the Indian Consulate’s office on their last 
evening in Malta. Professor de Bono presented each of the delegates with a copy of his latest 
book Bonting: Thinking to Create Value. This delegation’s visit to Malta was organised by the 
University’s International and EU Office and International Collaborative Programmes Office, 
with the support of the High Commission of Malta in New Delhi.  It was a result of the close ties 
that have been built in recent years between the University of Malta and various educational 
institutions in India. 

 

 
  
 
10 December 2015: Meeting with Sally Dunsmore 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli was invited to a meeting by Sally Dunsmore, Chief Executive and 
Director of the FT Weekend Oxford Literary Festival and the Gibunco Gibraltar Literary Festival. 
Her team are thinking of holding an event in Malta in 2017. It was an introductory meeting 
however on their next visit they would like to explore ways in which the Edward de Bono 
Institute could be involved.  
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07 – 11 March 2016: Visit by Professor Andreas Braun 
Professor Andreas Braun, Professor of Business Administration at Business School Berlin 
Potsdam, Germany, visited The Edward de Bono Institute from the 7th to the 11th March 2016 to 
deliver the study-unit IOT 5034 – Entrepreneurship and Innovation.  This is an intensive study-
unit that forms part of the Institute’s Master in Creativity and Innovation and was delivered by 
Professor Braun over five consecutive days. 
 
14 – 21 May 2016: Indian and French Students Delegations 
An intensive training programme in Creativity, Innovation and Entrepreneurship for a group of 
34 high school students aged 15-18 from India and France was held at the University of Malta 
between the 14th and 21st May 2016. The Indian students arrived in Malta on Saturday 14th 
May, and commenced their programme with visits to San Anton School, St Aloysius College, 
Microsoft Innovation Centre, and some sightseeing and cultural activities.  The French students 
joined the programme between Wednesday 18th May and Friday 20th May, when a series of 
interactive workshops were delivered by Dr Leonie Baldacchino, Dr Margaret Mangion, Ms 
Shirley Pulis Xerxen, Dr Lisa Pace, Ms Tania Farrugia and Ms Natalie Swaine Nwoko. These were 
held at the University’s Msida Campus and Valletta Campus.  On the last day, all the students 
delivered presentations with their suggestions on how they could improve their classrooms or 
schools, based on what they had learned during the workshops. They then received certificates 
from Edward de Bono who joined the delegations at the Valletta Campus. This visit was 
organised by the University’s International and EU Office and International Collaborative 
Programmes Office, with the support of the High Commission of Malta in New Delhi.   
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15 July 2016: Visit by David Halabisky and Sandra Hannig 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino coordinated a visit by David Halabisky and Sandra Hannig from The 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)’s Centre for 
Entrepreneurship, SMEs and Local Development / LEED Progamme as part of a multi-year 
European Commission project on inclusive entrepreneurship.  A workshop was held on the 15th 
July 2016 at Jobs Plus Training Centre in Hal Far during which Mr Halabisky and Ms Hannig 
outlined the aims of the project, and Dr Baldacchino presented the findings of a study that she 
carried out concerning inclusive entrepreneurship in Malta with the assistance of Research 
Support Officer Ms Daniela Azzopardi.  These findings were then discussed with the workshop 
participants, who were all key players in the provision of training, support and incentives to 
entrepreneurs, particularly those forming part of the project’s key social target groups, namely 
the unemployed, youths, women, seniors, and immigrants.  This project shall culminate in a 
publication by the OECD containing policy assessment notes from each participating country 
including Malta.   
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11. GUEST SPEAKERS AND OFF-CAMPUS VISITS 
 
The Edward de Bono Institute works hard to establish Industry-Academia links and to expose its 
students to the world of work, as this will enable them to better apply theory to practice.  
During the academic year 2015-2016, the members of staff organised a number of off-campus 
sessions and invited several guest speakers, as outlined below. 
 
03 March 2016: Visit to JP Advertising  
Dr Margaret Mangion organised a visit for the Institute’s Master in Creativity and Innovation 
students to JP Advertising as part of the study unit IOT 5021 – Strategic Marketing and Creative 
Decision Making.  The hosts from JP Advertising gave the students an overview of the creative 
process employed within their organisation and engaged in a lively discussion with the 
students.  

 
 

10 March 2016: Guest Lecture by Architect Mark Abela 
Dr Margaret Mangion invited Architect Mark Abela to deliver a guest lecture as part of the 
study unit IOT 1002 – Psychology of Creativity. He spoke to the students about his own creative 
process and showed several practical examples of his work. 
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14 March 2016: Visit to Adam’s Gourmet Fish Shop  
Dr Margaret Mangion organised a visit for the Institute’s Master students to Adam’s Gourmet 
Fish Shop as part of the study unit IOT 5021 – Strategic Marketing and Creative Decision 
Making.  Prior to this visit, the students were informed that in order to successfully complete 
this study unit, they would need to formulate a marketing plan for a “mystery client”. During 
the visit, Dr Mangion introduced the owner-manager of Adam’s Gourmet Fish Shop, Mr Adam 
Demanuele, as their mystery client. Mr Demanuale discussed different aspects of his business 
with the students, which enabled them to formulate marketing plans that included creative and 
concrete solutions to enhance and explore new ways of bringing his product to market.   
 

    
 
15 March 2016: Guest Lecture by Ms Stephanie Fabri 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino invited Ms Stephanie Fabri from the Centre for Entrepreneurship and 
Business Incubation, University of Malta, to deliver a guest lecture as part of the study unit IOT 
2008 – Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Practical Approaches.  Ms Fabri’s lecture focused on 
planning and conducting market research and included a case study to illustrate the key 
concepts that were discussed. 
 
13 April 2016: Visit to Ms Anna Galea Studio 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino organised a visit for the Institute’s Master students to the art studio of 
Anna Galea as part of the study unit IOT 5024 – Creativity: Psychological Perspectives.  Ms 
Galea is a well-known Maltese artist who graduated with the Master in Creativity and 
Innovation in November 2013.  She discussed the artist’s creative process with the students, 
based on her own personal experience as well as on the research insights she gained through 
her dissertation research with a number of fellow artists. 
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14 April 2016: Visit to Anchovy Marketing Agency 
Dr Margaret Mangion organised a visit for the Institute’s Master students to Anchovy 
Marketing Agency as part of the study unit IOT 5021 – Strategic Marketing and Creative 
Decision Making.  During the visit, Managing Director Benji Borg shared insights into current 
market trends while taking the students on a journey of how business is conducted at Anchovy.  
Practical examples of campaigns run by Anchovy were also shared and discussed. 
 
19 April 2016: Guest Lecture by Professor Russell Smith 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino invited Professor Russell Smith from the Centre for Entrepreneurship 
and Business Incubation, University of Malta, to deliver a guest lecture as part of the study unit 
IOT 2008 – Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Practical Approaches.  Professor Smith’s lecture 
focused on financial planning and preparing a cash flow forecast for a new business. 
 
19 April 2016: Presentation by Adrian Galea 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino invited Mr Adrian Galea from Go Beyond Early Stage Investing to deliver 
a presentation as part of the study unit IOT 2008 – Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Practical 
Approaches.  Mr Galea discussed the notion of angel investing as a potential source of funding 
for start-up entrepreneurs. 
 
19 April 2016: Presentation by Chris Cutugno 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino invited Mr Chris Cutugno from ZAAR to deliver a presentation as part of 
the study unit IOT 2008 – Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Practical Approaches.  Mr Cutugno 
discussed the notion of crowdfunding as a potential source of financing for start-up 
entrepreneurs and told the students about the ZAAR crowdfunding platform, which was 
recently established in Malta. 
 
11 May 2016: Guest Lecture by Nadeģe Renée Cassar 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino invited Nadeģe Renée Cassar, exclusive jewellery designer and founder 
of Nadège.Renée Jewellery, to deliver a guest lecture to the Institute’s Master students as part 
of the study unit IOT 5024 – Creativity: Psychological Perspectives.  Ms Cassar shared her 
experience of the creative process, including what inspires her, how she generates and 
develops ideas and designs, and how she markets her creations.  
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17 May 2016: Guest Lecture by Andy Linnas and Lewis Holland  
Professor Sandra M Dingli invited Andy Linnas and Lewis Holland to deliver a guest lecture to 
the Institute’s Master students as part of the study unit IOT 5028 – Innovation and Digital 
Technology.  Andy Linnas was the Manager of TAKEOFF Business Incubator at the University of 
Malta, and Lewis Holland is the founder of the digital business DiscountIf.  They discussed their 
personal experiences related to entrepreneurship and digital technology and an interesting and 
dynamic Q & A session followed the presentation. 
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12. OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
Degree Plus: Entrepreneurship 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino coordinates the Entrepreneurship stream on the DegreePlus programme 
at University of Malta.  This interactive programme is designed to raise awareness about 
entrepreneurship through the sharing of experiences of various guest speakers, without the 
pressure of examinations or assignments at the end.  It aims to inspire students to pursue their 
entrepreneurial aspirations and to develop the mindset necessary to meet the increasingly 
challenging demands of organisational life.   
 
Membership on Boards and Committees 
Professor Sandra M. Dingli is a council member for Junior Achievement Young Enterprise Malta 
Foundation, and for Philosophy Sharing Malta (the latter until January 2016). 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino is a Board Member of Aġenzija Żgħażagħ and the Centre for 
Entrepreneurship and Business Incubation, University of Malta. 
Dr Petra Caruana Dingli is a member of the Civil Society Committee of the Malta Council for 
Economic and Social Development, a council member of the non-governmental organisation 
Din l-Art Helwa, and a member of the Today Public Policy Institute. 
 
Recognition: Edward de Bono’s Reference Award and Mentor Award 
Institute student Marlene Agius received a Reference Award from Professor Edward de Bono in 
his capacity as International Ambassador of Knowledge. Ms Marlene Agius, who completed a 
Master in Creativity and Innovation in 2015, received this award in recognition of her 
dissertation entitled ‘Creativity, Well-Being and Leadership: Evaluating Inter-Relationships in 
the Workplace’. Ms Agius was nominated along with several other students by Dr Leonie 
Baldacchino, who received a Mentor Award from Dr Stojan Sorcan, Acting Director General of 
the Slovenian Higher Education Directorate, for her role in guiding and supporting young people 
in their studies at the University.   
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CIMULACT Online Survey 
The CIMULACT Horizon 2020 project launched an online survey on the 1st September 2016. The 
survey (part of Work Package 4) allows participants to voice their opinion on the direction of 
research scenarios for the future of Europe. The survey is available until the 19th October 2016 
at the following link: 
http://consultation.cimulact.eu/SelectCountry.aspx  
 
ERASMUS+ Mobility Agreements 
Erasmus+ mobility agreements are in place to enable student and staff mobility between The 
Edward de Bono Institute and the following Universities: 

 Business School Berlin-Potsdam (Germany) 

 Fachhochschule Brandenburg University of Applied Sciences (Germany) 

 University of Potsdam (Germany) 

 University of Turku (Finland) 

 The Upper Austria University of Applied Sciences, Wels Campus (Austria) 
A call for applications is usually issued at the beginning of the year for visits taking place during 
the following academic year.  Further information regarding mobility opportunities for outgoing 
students is available at the following link: 
www.um.edu.mt/int-eu/erasmusplus/outgoing/placements/edwardebono  

 
 
  

http://consultation.cimulact.eu/SelectCountry.aspx
http://www.um.edu.mt/int-eu/erasmusplus/outgoing/placements/edwardebono
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13. STAFF PUBLICATIONS AND ACADEMIC REVIEWING 
 

Publications (Forthcoming / Under Review) 
 
Baldacchino, L. & Azzopardi, D. (forthcoming).  Malta country notes on inclusive 

entrepreneurship policies and programmes. In OECD/European Commission, Country 
Reports on Inclusive Entrepreneurship Policies and Programmes in Member States. 

 
Baldacchino, L. & Hanohov, R. (under review). Opportunity Recognition in Sustainable 

Entrepreneurship: An Exploratory Study.  International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behavior 
and Research. 

 
Dingli, S. M. & Landy, M. (forthcoming) Recommendations for development of Open Innovation 

education: Indicators and progress markers. 
 
Goodman, M. & Dingli, S. M. (forthcoming). Creativity and Strategic Innovation Management 

(2nd edition).  Oxon: Routledge. 
 
Pace, L. (forthcoming).  Steering a sustainability transition in tourism: The role of policy in 

greening hospitality. De Facto Responsible Innovation: Governance at Stake. Edward Elgar, 
UK.  

 

Publications (2016) 
 
Baldacchino, L., Geurts, J., Migón M., Politańska, J., Pulis Xerxen, S., & Weiner, E. (2016). Best 

Practices in Teaching Entrepreneurship and Creating Entrepreneurial Ecosystems in Europe. 
Poland: Fundacja wiatowego Tygodnia Przedsiębiorczości. 

 
Caruana Dingli, P. (2016). A chief secretary in Malta: Henry Lushington and the Italian question. 

In Journal for Anglo-Italian Studies, 13-14, pp. 97-114. 
 
Caruana Dingli, P. (2016). Review of Journal of Anglo-Italian Studies Vol.12 (2013). In Merope, 

24(61-62), pp. 263-265. 
 
Caruana Dingli, P. (2016). Robert Caruana Dingli (1882-1940): A Maltese artist. In G. Bonello 

(Ed.), Robert Caruana Dingli: Letters, Caricatures and other Works, pp. 45-92. Malta: 
Fondazzjoni Patrimonju Malti. 

 
Caruana Dingli, P. (2016). Trends and transformations: natural and cultural heritage in Malta.  
In E. Agius and J. Berry (Eds.), Minn Viżjoni għar-Realta’: Mixja Flimkien b'Ferħ u Impenn. Malta: 

Archdiocese of Malta, 2016, pp. 51-61. 
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Dingli, S.M. (2016). Chapter on ‘Edward de Bono’ in Fifty Major Thinkers in Education Eds. Joy 
Palmer Cooper and David Cooper, Routledge Publishers. 

 
Pace L. A. (2016). How do tourism firms innovate for sustainable energy consumption? A 

capabilities perspective on the adoption of energy efficiency in tourism accommodation 
establishments.  Journal of Cleaner Production Volume 111, Part B, 16 January, Special 
Volume: Sustainable Tourism: Progress, Challenges and Opportunities, pp  409–420. 

 
Pace, L. (2016). On Form and Function of Intermediaries in Greening Innovation: A Review of the 

Literature and Conceptual Analysis. Paper presented at the R&D Management Conference 
2016: From Science to Society: Innovation and Value Creation, University of Cambridge, UK.  

 
Publications (2015) 
 
Baldacchino, L. & Pulis-Xerxen, S. (2015).  Malta Country Notes: The ‘My Wow’ Project.  In 

OECD/European Commission, The Missing Entrepreneurs: Policies for Inclusive 
Entrepreneurship in Europe 2015 (Third OECD-EC Annual Report on Inclusive 
Entrepreneurship). OECD Publishing. 

 Available at:  
www.oecd-ilibrary.org/employment/the-missing-entrepreneurs-2015_9789264226418-en  

  
Baldacchino, L., Ucbasaran, D., Cabantous, L. & Lockett, A. (2015). Entrepreneurship research 

on intuition: A critical analysis and research agenda. International Journal of Management 
Reviews, 17(2), 212-231. 

 
Caruana Dingli, P. (2015). Memories in verse: The travels of Ludwig von Anhalt-Kothen (1579-

1650).  Journal of Baroque Studies, 1(3), 5-20. 
 
Caruana Dingli, P. & Galea, M. (2015). The Future of Nature Parks in Malta: Management and 

Innovation. Malta: Today Public Policy Institute. 
 
Dingli, S. M. and Landy, M. (2015). List of indicators and progress markers characterizing OI 

(Open Innovation), Innovation and Global Innovation management curricula.  
Online Publication Available at:  
http://oi-net.eu/m-public-library-front/oi-net-public-deliverables?limit=30  

 
 
Academic Reviewing 
 
During the academic year 2015-2016, Dr Leonie Baldacchino carried out academic reviews for 
the Journal of Management Studies (UK).  Dr Lisa Pace carried out academic reviews for the 
Journal of Cleaner Production, Ecotourism Journal and Academy of Management. 
 

  

http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/employment/the-missing-entrepreneurs-2015_9789264226418-en
http://oi-net.eu/m-public-library-front/oi-net-public-deliverables?limit=30
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14. MEDIA APPEARANCES AND INTERVIEWS 
 
During the academic year 2015/2016 several members of staff were interviewed for the 
following television programmes, radio shows, newspapers, magazines, blogs and projects, 
both locally and overseas: 
 
09 October and 11 October 2015: In Demand on One TV 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino participated in One TV’s television programme In Demand, hosted by 
Trudy Kerr and Jane-Claire Dennis.  The topic of the programme was Women Academics, and it 
also featured Professor Janet Mifsud from the University of Malta’s Faculty of Medicine and 
Surgery.  Dr Baldacchino gave an overview of the courses offered by The Edward de Bono 
Institute and spoke about her experience as an academic member of staff at the University of 
Malta.  The programme was broadcast in two parts: the first part was aired on the 9th October 
and the second part on the 11th October 2015. 
 

    
 
 
17 November and 20 November 2015: Research Matters on Campus FM 
Professor Sandra M Dingli was interviewed by Ms Patricia Camilleri on Campus FM’s radio 
program Research Matters on the 17th and 20th November 2015. The CIMULACT project was 
discussed with particular emphasis on the citizens’ consultation event held on 5 December. One 
aim was to motivate citizens to attend the workshop as a minimum of 36 citizens were needed 
to participate.   
 
12 January 2016: One Book, A Thousand Stories on Campus FM 
Professor Sandra M Dingli delivered a philosophical intervention as part of a programme on 
Campus FM on the subject of Bildung in January. The rest of the programme, entitled One Book, 
A Thousand Stories was delivered by Patricia Salamone. This was pre-recorded on the 12th 
January 2016 and broadcast twice during the following week on Campus FM. The radio 
programme covered a publication by Edmund De Waal entitled The Hare with Amber Eyes.  
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21 March 2016: Twelveto3 on TVM 
Ms Shirley Pulis Xerxen participated in Twelveto3, a live television programme broadcast on the 
Public Broadcasting Service station TVM on the 21st March 2016. Ms Pulis Xerxen discussed 
what is being done to improve start-ups and entrepreneurship in Malta with the other guest on 
the programme, Mr Alistair Farrugia from the Malta Communications Authority. 
 
20 May 2016: Entrepreneur Clinic on Campus FM  
Dr Leonie Baldacchino was interviewed about creativity and entrepreneurial marketing on the 
Campus FM radio programme Entrepreneur Clinic, hosted by Monique Chambers. Dr 
Baldacchino also discussed the Institute’s current and future courses and initiatives.  This 
programme was broadcast on the 20th May 2016. 
 
30 May 2016: Creativity is at the Heart of Scaling Up on the EC’s Promoting Enterprise Blog 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino was interviewed by Dr Alasdair White, who writes a series of features 
related to entrepreneurship and SMEs on the European Commission’s blog, Promoting 
Enterprise.  This blog forms part of the European Commission’s efforts in supporting SMEs and 
covers a variety of topics of essential interest to entrepreneurs. Dr Baldacchino’s interview 
addressed the need for creativity, especially for scaling up a business. It was published on the 
blog on the 30th May 2016 and may be accessed at the following link: 
http://blogs.ec.europa.eu/promotingenterprise/creativity-is-at-the-heart-of-scaling-up/  
 
31 May 2016: Interview regarding The Social Innovation Challenge: Enable and Engage 
Dr Margaret Mangion was interviewed by Shagana Ehamparam, Communications and Events 
Coordinator at Social Innovation Europe (SIE) regarding the Institute’s Social Innovation 
Challenge: Enable and Engage.  Dr Mangion discussed the aims of the competition and 
provided details about what participation would entail. 
 
03 June 2016: Interview on Youth Entrepreneurship 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino was interviewed by Sérgio Leal from PEEP (Plataforma para a Educação 
do Empreendedorismo em Portugal), a Portuguese NGO that was commissioned by the 
European Commission to conduct a study on youth work and youth entrepreneurship.  Dr 
Baldacchino discussed the courses offered by the Edward de Bono Institute and other academic 
entities at the University of Malta to encourage and prepare young people to become 
entrepreneurs. 
 
18 July 2016: The Importance of Creativity in Business on the EC’s Promoting Enterprise Blog 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino was interviewed once again by Dr Alasdair White, this time for a longer 
and more detailed piece in the Promoting Enterprise blog on The Importance of Creativity in 
Business. In this interview, Dr Baldacchino encouraged readers to develop their creativity as a 
skill set that can be learned and improved through education and training, and outlined the 
courses offered by the Edward de Bono Institute.  The interview was published on the blog on 
the 18th July 2016 and may be accessed at the following link: 
http://blogs.ec.europa.eu/promotingenterprise/the-importance-of-creativity-in-business/ 
 

http://blogs.ec.europa.eu/promotingenterprise/creativity-is-at-the-heart-of-scaling-up/
http://blogs.ec.europa.eu/promotingenterprise/the-importance-of-creativity-in-business/
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11 September 2016: Interview for It-Torċa 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino was interviewed by journalist Omar Seguna for an article he was writing 
about Professor Edward de Bono and his latest book Thinking to Create Value: Bonting.  Dr 
Baldacchino discussed the main ideas in the book and outlined the courses offered by The 
Edward de Bono Institute.  The article was published in It-Torċa on Sunday 11th September 
2016.  A copy of this article is provided in the Appendix to this report. 
 
13 September 2016: Interview for OI NET 
Professor Sandra M Dingli was interviewed by Ger Post, an OI NET project partner, journalist 
and author, on the link between Open Innovation and New Digital Technology. The video is 
expected to be uploaded on the web and used as dissemination for the project and the 
publication (in press) which is one of the project’s deliberables. 
 
September 2016: Interview for BSP Magazin 
Dr Leonie Baldacchino was interviewed by Professor Andreas Braun about creativity and its 
importance for business, and about the courses offered by The Edward de Bono Institute.  This 
interview appeared in BSP Magazin, a magazine published by Business School Berlin Potsdam, 
in September 2016.  This issue is available at the following link: 
www.businessschool-
berlin.de/fileadmin/Daten/BSP/Studium/Flyer_und_Magazine/bsp_magazin_ws16_web.pdf  
 
 
 
  

http://www.businessschool-berlin.de/fileadmin/Daten/BSP/Studium/Flyer_und_Magazine/bsp_magazin_ws16_web.pdf
http://www.businessschool-berlin.de/fileadmin/Daten/BSP/Studium/Flyer_und_Magazine/bsp_magazin_ws16_web.pdf
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15. SOCIAL MEDIA  
 
The Institute has a very strong social media presence, with a Facebook page called Discover the 
Edward de Bono Institute that has nearly 6,000 followers.  The page is regularly updated with 
news and photographs related to the Institute’s courses, research and events, as well as other 
newsworthy articles related to the creativity, innovation, entrepreneurship and foresight.  This 
page may be accessed at the following link:  
www.facebook.com/IoTM.uom 
 

 
 
 
The Institute also has a Facebook page dedicated to the Horizon 2020 project CIMULACT. This 
page is called Cimulact Malta and may be accessed at the following link:  
www.facebook.com/cimulactmalta/  
 

 
 
 
In addition to the above media appearances, interviews and social media efforts, the Institute 
received considerable press coverage for its various events and initiatives, some of which are 
provided in the Appendix to this report. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/IoTM.uom
http://www.facebook.com/cimulactmalta/
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APPENDIX: PRESS COVERAGE 
 

The Sunday Times of Malta on 11th October 2015 
 

 
 



Annual Report 2015-2016: The Edward de Bono Institute, University of Malta 
 

55 

 
 

The Sunday Times of Malta on 22nd November 2015 
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Times of Malta on Friday 27th November 2015 
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The Sunday Times of Malta on 10th January 2016 
 

 
 

The Malta Independent on Sunday 10th January 2016 
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The Sunday Times of Malta on 17th January 2016 
 

 
 

It-Torċa on Sunday 24th April 2016 
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The Malta Independent on Wednesday 27th April 2016 
 

 
 

In-Nazzjon on Wednesday 27th April 2016 
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The Malta Independent on Sunday 21st August 2016 
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It-Torċa on Sunday 11th September 2016 
 

  


