
1

UNIVERSITY OF MALTA

THE MATRICULATION EXAMINATION

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

RELIGION

MAY 2013

EXAMINERS’ REPORT

MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

CERTIFICATE  EXAMINATIONS BOARD



IM RELIGION
MAY 2013 SESSION

EXAMINERS’ REPORT

2

A total of 405 students registered for the May 2013 Intermediate examination in Religious Knowledge.
When compared to the examination conducted in the previous year, there was a decrease of 43 students
who registered for this exam.

Part 1:    Statistical Information

Table 1:  Distribution of the candidates’ grades for IM Religion May 2013

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL
No. of candidates 20 53 108 103 63 47 11 405

Total % 4.9 13.1 26.7 25.4 15.6 11.6 2.7 100.0

General Comments

When analysing the data, one can conclude that there is a good distributed. However, the examiners still
feel that there is still much room for improvement by the candidates sitting for this examination at this
level. This improvement can be achieved if students are able to delve deeper into the themes covered in
the syllabus. The scripts produced by the students demonstrate that many reproduce the notes which
they have taken during lessons nearly word for word. In this situation, it is unfortunate to see that some
students could not go beyond what they had studied by off heart in order to give a more focussed answer
to the question/s asked by the examiners. This poses very serious questions regarding the candidates’
ability to analyse and evaluate the information which they acquire during the lectures, both of which form
part of the examinable content of this examination. Candidates need to be critical of what they learn, and
to form their own opinion about the subject matter being discussed. This requires that they read more
opinions and be able to express themselves on a subject matter, also giving the points of view of others
and of the Church respectively.

When one takes a look at the scripts, one also notes the lack of essay writing skills. Candidates express
their ideas in a haphazard way, disregarding continuity. Moreover, the questions given in Section A of the
paper, which required paragraph answers were answered in even lesser details, and at times leaving
much to be desired. This section takes a cross section of the entire syllabus with short questions from
every part and section of the syllabus. However, from the answers given, it seems that most of the
students have overlooked the significance of this section which is of utmost importance.

One of the frequent problems encountered in marking the scripts was the use of block answers, where
candidates did not mark the sections of the questions they answered. Block answers for whole questions
should be avoided by the candidates. In order to help candidates produce better focussed answers, the
examiners divide questions into sub-questions. These are aimed at helping the candidate give more
focussed answer. From the scripts, one notes that candidates disregard these divisions, thus making it
harder for themselves to give the answer which the examiners are expecting without losing a lot of time
and energy on unnecessary information, which although may be correct, may be irrelevant.

Candidates are encourages to read the questions well before attempting at giving an answer. There are
several instances where something particular was asked and the candidates answered about something
which similar. This may be the case where the candidates did not focus their study and thus could not
answer the questions in detail. Pre-fabricated answers are not good answers for any question. Such
practices are discouraged.
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Remarks on Specific Questions

Candidates had to answer all questions in Section A and choose 3 questions out of 5 from Section B. An
analysis of the frequencies of responses to the questions and the mean score obtained for each question
is revealing.

Table 2: Analysis of candidates’ performance on each question

N % of total candidates
answering the question

Maximum
possible mark

Lowest mark
obtained

Highest mark
obtained

Mean

Section A 435 100% 40 1 39 25
Section B

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4
Q5

274
273
133
292
324

63%
63%
31%
67%
75%

20
20
20
20
20

1
3
1
5
5

20
20
18
20
20

15
12
7

13
15

Section A

Descriptive Statistics for Section A

Amount of answers % who answered Mean Minimum mark obtained Maximum mark obtained

Section A 395 100% 22.47 6 40

This section was divided into 10 short questions where candidates were asked to answer in brief
paragraph form. 395 candidates (excluding those who were absent) answered this question. As the table
shows, the minimum mark which could be obtained was 0 and the maximum was 40. When one takes the
mean of all candidates who answered, one sees that the mean is just above the pass mark, standing at
22.47 marks. The lowest mark scored was 6, while the highest mark scored was 40.

The following is an in-depth analysis of each question in this section:

Question 1: Which are the first stages of God’s Revelation?
There were quite a good number of candidates who mentioned the account of creation followed by that of
man’s original sin and God’s promise to send a Saviour Messiah to save humanity from sin. There were
some others who mentioned the names of Noah, Abraham, Moses and the commandments that he
received from God, David and Jesus Himself, the Son of God who saved humanity from the chains of sin
and evil. However, there were also a considerable number of candidates who only mentioned one
episode from the Old Testament together with what Jesus accomplished for humanity. There were even
others who showed no understanding whatsoever of the concept of Revelation.

Question 2:   What are the Sacraments?
A considerable number of candidates said that the sacraments are channels of God’s grace and/or ways
through which God communicates his life/Spirit to human beings. However, there were quite a few
candidates who misunderstood the question and only gave a list of the seven sacraments, and some of
these even explained briefly the theology and scope of each and every sacrament.
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Question 3:   What is virtue?
The majority of candidates answered this question incorrectly as they showed no understanding of the
concept of ‘virtue’. Some equated it with religious life and quite a good number defined it as ‘vizzju tajjeb’
(good vice), which is in itself a contradiction in terms. Those who came the nearest to a good definition
stated that virtue is a good quality that a person or a group of persons might have. There were also some
who answered correctly or partially so, defining virtue as a disposition to do what is good and possessing
the right attitude to faith that allows you to be a good and pious person.

Question 4:   What is perjury?
Many did not give a correct answer to this question. The majority of students equated perjury with a kind
of lie. And there were even some who used the same words used in the question to formulate an answer.

Question 5:   From whom did Jesus learn to pray?
The large majority of candidates answered in a partially correct way to this question. They either
mentioned God who taught Jesus how to pray or the fact that Jesus was the Son of God, or else they
only mentioned Mary and Joseph (or in a general sense ‘Jesus’ family’) as the primary caregivers of
Jesus who were his first models of how to have a personal relationshiop with God through prayer. Only a
few mentioned both sources in their answer.

Question 6:   What are the effects of Baptism?
The most commonly mentioned points to this question were that Baptism makes us adopted sons and
daughters of God the Father, brethren of Jesus, temples of the Holy Spirit and full members of the
Catholic Church. Few said that Baptism gives justification, gives the new Christian participation in Jesus’
priestly, prophetic and servant roles and bestows upon the newly baptized the Holy Spirit who plants in us
the seed of faith, hope and charity (the theological virtues).

Question 7:   What does the Church prays for when it says “Thy Kingdom come”?
A partially correct answer was given to this question by a considerable number of candidates. These only
mentioned Jesus Christ’s Second Coming in Glory at the end of time. Of the few who mentioned the
reality of God’s Kingdom in the here and now of our earthly life, most did not say how this could tangibly
be lived in the here and now of everyday life.

Question 8:   What is the Canon of Scripture?
Approximately half the candidates answered correctly. They knew that the Canon of Scripture is the
official list of books that we find in the Bible and that were inspired by the Holy Spirit, meaning that they
they contain God’s message to humanity through which it will be saved. However, there were other
students who thought that the Canon are the apocryphal books or other books that were not included in
the Scripture or even declared erroneous by the Catholic Church’s official tecahing.

Question 9:   Mention the seven Sacraments.
The great majority of candidates got a right answer for this. They wrote down the seven sacraments,
using different terms that refer to the same Sacraments: e.g. Sacrament of Penance or of Reconciliation,
Sacrament of the Eucharist or the First Holy Communion, the Sacrament of Marriage or Matrimony, the
Sacrament of Extreme Unction or Anointing of the Sick.

Question 10:   What is the Liturgy of the Hours, and what is it made up of?
Very few candidates answered this question correctly and said that the Liturgy of the Hours is a public,
official and universally standardized prayer of the whole Church that is prayed by both religious people
and the laity. Even fewer candidates specified the reasons for the importance and relevance of such a
prayer, namely to sanctify those who pray it with faith and to sanctify and transform the Church in Christ.
Many students still assosciate it with a prayer that is only prayed by priests and/or the religious by
vocation (patrijiet u sorijiet) but not by lay people. Still, others think that it is the Eucharist or part of it (e.g.
the Eucharistic prayer).
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General Comments on Section A:

Most of the candidates seemed to be quite prepared for the exam and most of these must have dedicated
quite some time to study. However, there were also a considerable number who did not have the foggiest
of ideas to the answer of some questions. It was also observed that many answers were similar and
studied by heart. It seems that many candidates memorize the notes that are provided by their teachers
and just reproduce them on the examination script. It is quite disappointing to note the lack of students’
skills in evaluating, analyzing and applying what they’ve learnt to different contexts. It is also
disappointing to note that many of the questions ask for knowledge that need not be processed
intelligently by the students. Also, most candidates could not provide answers with a certain level of depth
and what they write is sometimes not logical and sequential. Some even demonstrate a low level of
maturity.

Section B

Question 1:

Descriptive Statistics for Section B Question 1
Amount of
answers

% who
answered

Mean Minimum mark
obtained

Maximum mark
obtained

Std.
Deviation

Section B
Question 1 288 71.1 11.59 2 20 3.104

In this first question candidates were asked about the Church, its mission, its divisions and the Church’s
relationship with Christ. Although many brought out the day to day mission of the church in helping, caring
and teaching, only a few gave the correct mission that is of preaching the good news, of gathering as one
the People of God, and administering the sacraments. Many omitted the Church’s mission of salvation.

Quite a good number of candidates know that the Church is the People of God and many resorted to
explain this by describing the various moments of God’s calling in the Old and New Testament. However,
very few brought out the idea that as the People of God the Church has a priestly, prophetic and royal
vocation.

With regards to the second scriptural theme most candidates described the relation between the Church
as the body of Christ with the human body. Few knew about the relation of the Church with the Holy
Spirit.

The third part of the question regarded the relationship of Christ with the Church. Most candidates
brought out the idea that Christ is the Head of the Church, its founder but not that Christ is the one who
leads the Church.
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Question 2:

Descriptive Statistics for Section B Question 2
Amount of
answers

% who
answered

Mean Minimum mark
obtained

Maximum mark
obtained

Std.
Deviation

Section B
Question 2

200 49.4 13.27 4 20 2.513

This question dealt with the human being as a moral subject. It was divided into three parts, asking about
freedom which makes the human being a moral subject, the sources of Christian morality which help us
to identify acts as morally good or bad, and the formation of conscience respectively. Most of the students
emphasised personal responsibility, while on the other hand, god and the Grace of god did not feature
much in personal choices made by the human being. In answering this question few students made
reference to the guiding light which Christ has provided us with through his Word and through the
teaching of the Church.

One can also attest that the candidates still do not clearly understand what Natural Law actually is.
However, most of the students scored good marks when speaking about how and why the conscience
needs to be well-formed. Besides, most of the students understand quite well the three elements which
make an act morally good or bad: the object, the intention and the circumstances in which it occurs.

Question 3:

Descriptive Statistics for Section B Question 3
Amount of
answers

% who
answered

Mean Minimum mark
obtained

Maximum mark
obtained

Std.
Deviation

Section B
Question 3 51 12.6 11.9 2 20 4.041

Question 3 dealt with the theme of Christian prayer, covering the last part of the syllabus (chapters 31-
37). Only a few students attempted this question. Students were able to describe how prayer is a gift from
God, a covenant and communion with Him. They pointed out that prayer, together with faith, is man's
answer to God's call to be in relationship with Him. Other relevant answers included the raising of one's
soul to God, God is always the initiator, our adoption through Baptism, and the union with Christ through
his Mystical Body, the Church.

Candidates seemed well prepared in answering the three major expressions of the life of prayer: vocal
prayer, meditation, and contemplative prayer. However, some confused them with the Lectio Divina's
steps: lectio, meditatio, oratio, contemplatio and actio.

In the last part of the essay, students were able to explain the role of the Holy Spirit in Christian prayer.
Many mentioned the fact that as Sanctifier, the Holy Spirit guides us.
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Question 4:

Descriptive Statistics for Section B Question 4
Amount of
answers

% who
answered

Mean Minimum mark
obtained

Maximum mark
obtained

Std.
Deviation

Section B
Question 4 344 84.9 13.8 4 20 2.785

This question was about the Sacrament of Marriage. Many candidates opted for this question. In
explaining the indissolubility of marriage, the vast majority linked it to the other two characteristics of Holy
Matrimony, unity and fidelity. In this way, they were able to present a full explanation of this sacrament,
and put forward examples including sins against it. This was something positive that was present in many
essays.

Many candidates were able to explain the two aims of marriage, describing how the unitive act leads to
the procreative act. Although they were not expected to discuss moral issues such as contraceptives and
IVF, many explained how both offend the aims of marriage and are against the fact that marriage should
be open to human life.

Candidates found it difficult to explain how Jesus changed the meaning of marriage when He gave it the
dignity of a Sacrament, and how it helps the couple to become holy. They failed to explain that the fact
that Jesus is present in every marriage, helps couples face difficulties, and sanctifies them through this
sacrament.

Question 5:

Descriptive Statistics for Section B Question 5

Amount of
answers

% who
answered

Mean Minimum mark
obtained

Maximum mark
obtained

Std.
Deviation

Section B
Question 5 299 73.8 12.93 8 20 2.262

The last question in Section B was about the Last Things. Candidates were asked to explain what
believing in everlasting life means, to describe death, judgement, heaven and hell, and to describe
Christ’s role as the Judge. From the scripts, one can easily conclude that candidates consider the Last
Things as concepts and physical places and not as actual realities. They barely made any reference to
the Bible or to Jesus’ words on everlasting life, and nearly nobody referred to Christ as the Alpha and the
Omega.

Moreover, one can clearly note that the Trinity is totally missing in the students’ concept of the Last
Things; the Trinity does not feature, and references to the Redemptive Cross of Chist were missing. As a
result, candidates were speaking about ideas rather than a personal union with God.

Conclusion
More emphasises should be given to the immortallity of the human soul, which is God’s image in us.

Chairperson

2013 Examination Panel.


