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1. Statistics 

Table 1: MATSEC Advanced Level Religion, May 2011 
   Distribution of Grades 

 

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 

No. of candidates 14 24 45 32 25 38 16 184 

 

2. General Remarks 

2.1 184 candidates registered for Religious Knowledge at Advanced Level, of whom 14 
(7.6%) did not turn up. 

2.2 An overall review of the marks shows a very low standard of Religious Knowledge which 
is deemed required at Advanced Level. Going through the answers one gets the impression 
that most candidates opt to take this exam relying solely on general knowledge rather than a 
sustained study of the subject matter. Students at Advanced Level need to demonstrate that 
their study has been based on sound Biblical Knowledge, The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church and on a clear view of the historical development of the Church throughout the ages. 
In the absence and neglect of this knowledge, confusion of ideas are apt to take place. 

2.3 Clear and appropriate references to the Bible are frequently omitted, and thus marks 
specifically allocated to such references are easily lost. Without these important references, 
the answers could become just repetition of pious religious beliefs.  

2.4 In this session only three candidates opted to answer in English; all the rest answered in 
Maltese, with some students having very bad spelling.  

2.5 One final remark: a number of students omit to write the number of the questions 
answered in the table provided at the bottom of the examination’s  jacket.   

3. Remarks on Paper 1 

3.1 Question 1a was preferred to 1b by the greater part of candidates. Yet many were unable 
to describe and comment on the human and divine aspect of faith, and some wrote 
exclusively or nearly exclusively on one aspect only. Very few confused three characteristics 
of faith with the three theological virtues. The knowledge and grasp on this subject was rather 
weak. Question 1b regarding typology in Scripture was the least popular question in the 
whole paper. Some were original in explaining the continuity between Old and New 
Testaments in the light of salvation history and the covenants therein. The very few that 
answered this question were rather on the spot and explained well the continuity between the 
Old and New and the centrality of the Paschal Mystery.  

3.2 Those who replied to 2a regarding God’s providence were rather well prepared to speak 
of providence as such, but many were unable to explain the nature of evil and how God 
works with evil and good. The superiority of Jesus’ plan over evil was explained rather 
devotionally. Gross lack of knowledge of the teachings of the Magisterium, such as the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, was quite evident. On the other hand, those who opted for 
2b about the human and divine titles of Jesus in Scripture were well prepared, although some 



just commented on his natures with no reference to the New Testament, and some provided 
two titles which express his divinity only.  

3.3 The answers to 3a where the candidates had to recount three miracles were exceptionally 
well and did present miracles contained in Luke’s Gospel. Some mistakenly included 
miracles which are enumerated in other Gospels only. Narration, as expected, was very well, 
but the teaching behind them at times was, to say the least, the fruit of fantasy and creative 
imagination. The relevance of two topics from the three given in 3b reflected only 
occasionally serious study and research. The favourite topics were women and the Holy 
Spirit, and very few prayer. Rarely were the topics treated deeply enough as one would 
expect at this level of examination.  

4. Remarks on Paper II 

4.1 With respect to question 1a, most candidates who scored a low mark missed the whole 
point of  the question set, either by referring to and explaining the baptismal rite and symbols, 
or by explaining the four characteristics/marks of the Church, or by saying that the Church 
was instituted on the day of Pentecost. They failed to refer to the very important text: “You 
are Peter and on this rock...” What is worse is that some produced sweeping statements like: 
“Kristu waqqaf il-Knisja permezz tas-salvazzjoni”, “Kristu waqqaf il-Knisja taht is-salib”, 
and “Alla halaq il-Knisja.” Furthermore, one should have stressed and explained the Church’s 
mission in today’s world by fostering the welfare of man as a whole: spiritual and temporal. 
Candidates who attempted 1b indulged more on what we believe in the afterlife: Heaven, 
Purgatory, Hell rather than on why we do believe in the life to come. Obviously such a belief 
rests on Biblical statements, without which all answers would be frivolous and worthless. 
Indeed, the doctrine of the life to come has come down to us progressively until it was 
proclaimed and rendered possible and evident in the Resurrection of Christ himself:  “I am 
the Resurrection and the Life”. Unfortunately some candidates preferred to speak on the 
Creed in general and not on the issue of belief in life everlasting. 

4.2 Students who answered 4a should have understood that Baptism instils in the soul an 
indelible  and everlasting mark which gives the Christian proper dignity through its double 
effect (a) of the forgiveness of original sin; and (b) by becoming a new creature as an adopted 
son of God. As regards responsibility, the newly baptised shares in the priesthood of Christ 
and in his prophetic and royal mission. It is sad to read such sweeping statements like: “Alla 
waqqaf il-maghmudija”. 

The majority of students attempting 2b produced satisfactory answers by referring to the 
Paschal Mystery and especially to the Resurrection of Christ on the first day of the week 
which came to be called Dies Dominica. However, one should have emphasised more the 
central position Sunday holds in the liturgical year with reference to the other main 
Christological feast like the Annunciation, Christmas and the Epiphany. 

4.3 One gets the impression that most students seemed unaware of the social, political and 
religious setup of the Roman World under Augustus. The Pax Romana was never heard of by 
a good number of candidates who chose 3a. Very few mentioned the legal and administrative 
unity, the communications, the koine language, the safe travelling from one end to the other 
of the Empire.  All this was an ideal framework for the spreading of Christianity. The 
Apostles, especially Paul, made ample use of these opportunities; he was proud of being:  
Civis Romanus. Instead of explaining the real meaning of Pax Romana some preferred to 
give details of the Christian life during and after the persecutions and the ushering in of 
Constantine’s Edict of Milan. All this was out of point. 



Again most candidates opting for 3b failed to put Benedict and Gregory in the right historical 
scenario of their times. After the fall of the Roman Empire the whole Greco-Roman 
civilization would have been wiped out by the hordes of barbarians that invaded the cultured 
Roman territories. The monasteries, built like small fortresses and castles, saved the cultural 
treasures of the Ancient World and bequeathed them, in various ways and at various epochs 
to future generations. Biographical notes on Benedict and Gregory were often scanty and 
flimsy.  

5. Remarks on Paper III 

5.1 While most students answering 1a correctly underlined the fact that freedom is ultimately 
related to being created in the image of God, and that the bad use of freedom will lead to sin, 
a number of students saw freedom being limited by law (the law as restraint) rather that 
freedom being limited by the effects of sin which limits the one’s ordering one’s life towards 
the truth. Nearly none, in fact, could relate the question to the statement: “The truth will set 
you free.”  

A number of students who answered 1b confused the New Law with the Ten 
Commandments, or natural law. A few went out of point by discussing the importance of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Some even thought that the new Law was the commandment to 
love God with all one’s heart (etc.) and one’s neighbour as oneself, when this is in fact a 
summary of the Old Law. Few could relate to the new Law as a fatherly instruction, perfected 
through Christ’s teaching in the Sermon of the Mount and in his ‘new commandment’, and 
made possible through the work of the Holy Spirit in us which would have been evident had 
students read the Catechism of the Catholic Church (see 1965ff). Most students failed to gain 
marks allocated to biblical references, such as “I will establish a New Covenant with the 
house of Israel ... I will put my laws into their hands, and write them on their hearts, and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  

5.2 Students who attempted 2a were not always clear about what virtue is, with some holding 
that virtues are guides and other confusing the theological with the cardinal virtues. While 
most students were aware that Christians hope for an afterlife, this was based on rather 
general notions of “immorru ngawdu ‘l Alla fil-genna”, with only a few identifying hope in 
the resurrection as the object of Christian hope. Once again, familiarity with the Catechism 
was very scarce. 

While students who preferred to answer 2b were generally aware of the morality of sexuality 
in marriage, a number of errors have to be pointed out. First, the recklessness of certain 
quotations which were cited wrongly, such as “Kristu qal: Nisslu u oktru u imlew l-art”, or 
“dak li ma jhassarx Alla, ma jistax ihassru l-bniedem”; or that through marriage, a couple 
become “one person” rather than “one body”. Such incorrect references and reckless 
paraphrasing lead to questions about the seriousness with which students approach the subject 
matter. Perhaps even more worrying is incorrect ideas about facts or Church teaching. With 
respect to the former, for example, the idea that contraceptives “stop” life. While this is true 
in some cases, the idea behind contraception is to impede conception. With respect to the 
latter, some students held that sex is to be used only for procreation, whereas the church 
teaches only that procreation should not be ruled out from sex; others think that the Church 
teaches that separated persons cannot receive communion, whereas this is only the case when 
separated persons enter into another sexual relationship. 

5.3 Students seem to have tried to make an extra effort with respect to the Catholic Social 
Teaching as evidenced by a number of students who mentioned a number of encyclicals on 
the subject. Misspelling of the name of cited encyclicals was, however, quite common, and 



some even thought that Paul VI’s encyclical was part of Vatican Council II. Notwithstanding 
this effort, however,  students attempting 3a where not quite clear in their answers on what 
constitutes authentic human development. 

Students who answered 3b were generally quite clear on the prohibition of stealing, but it is 
not clear that the majority of students understand what the universal destination of goods 
mean. While it certainly implies being charitable with others, it also necessitates the respect 
for the integrity of creation and the common stewardship of the earth’s resources, including 
the use of one’s property for the benefit of others, allowing a natural solidarity to develop 
between people.  
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