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AM SPANISH 
MAY 2012 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 
The following statistical Table outlines the results of the last five years for comparative 
purposes. It represents the number and percentage of candidates obtaining each grade.  
 

No. and % of candidates obtaining 
each grade 

YEAR A B C D E F ABSENT TOTAL  
2008 6 13 6 0 2 0 2 29 

  20.7 44.8 20.7 0.0 6.9 0.0 6.9 100.0 
                  

2009 5 15 14 4 0 0 4 42 
  11.9 35.7 33.3 9.5 0.0 0.0 9.5 100.0 
                  

2010 11 14 10 1 3 2 2 43 
  25.6 32.6 23.3 2.3 7.0 4.7 4.7 100.0 
                  

2011 4 10 7 7 3 2 5 38 
  10.5 26.3 18.4 18.4 7.9 5.3 13.2 100.0 
                  

2012 3 8 4 10 2 3 5 35 
  8.6 22.9 11.4 28.6 5.7 8.6 14.3 100.0 

 
 
General Comments 
The number of candidates applying for the exam has once again decreased slightly this year, 
with a total of 35 candidates applying for the examination. All scripts were seen by three 
markers and a marking scheme was used for all papers. The distribution of marks this year 
reflects a poorer quality of performance when compared to previous years. Only 43% 
obtained a grade C or higher while the majority of the candidates (28%) got a grade D. The 
average mark for each paper was the following: 
 

 
Total 
marks 

per paper 

Average 
mark 

per paper 
PAPER 1 (Redacción) 30 19  
PAPER 2 (Comprensión, Resumen y Oral) 40 23  
PAPER 3 (3 Temas de Cultura / Literatura) 30 18 

 
As can be observed from the Table above, it seems that candidates are still performing better 
in the first Paper which requires candidates to express themselves more freely and actively 
through their productive writing skills. Further observations on the general performance of 
the candidates for each exercise are being documented below. 
 
Focused remarks 
 
Paper 1: Essay writing (Redacción) 
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This year’s choice of topics presented everyday, familiar situations and themes enabling the 
candidate to respond to common needs of communication and expression in a more realistic 
manner, resulting in better quality of language use at the writing task at hand.  Since most 
candidates, last year, preferred to talk about personal issues in a descriptive way rather than 
to argue in favour or against an issue, this year it was decided to provide more choice in this 
respect. Thus, the themes given were the following:  relating a problem to neighbours, being 
the victim of a joke by a friend or family member, imagining oneself as a famous historical 
character, and recollecting a special moment from a childhood or youth birthday. This last 
theme was the most widely chosen. One argumentative topic was also given - that of 
choosing between losing for a good cause and winning for an unjust one. Of the few 
candidates who chose this topic, a few seem to not have completely understood the title and 
either digressed or gave an incomplete answer. As regards the general writing abilities of this 
year’s candidates, there were several who showed strong interferences from other languages 
in their writing, particularly interferences from Italian, such as the recurrent erroneous 
grammatical structure of ‘un otro’. Other common mistakes, similar to observations in 
previous years, involved confusing verb conjugations and usages, particularly with respect to 
past tenses.  
 
Paper 2: Reading Comprehension (Comprensión lectora) 
 
The text presented in this section was an adaptation of a Nicaraguan newspaper article about 
the common social habit of paying compliments to one another. The candidates had to answer 
a series of closed, multiple-choice questions. The overall performance was exactly the same 
as last year’s, with an average mark of 80% obtained and with the last question, dealing with 
the finding of synonyms from the text, resulting in being the hardest task of the whole 
exercise. This leads to the conclusion that candidates need to work harder on past-papers and 
to enrich their lexical knowledge further.  
 
Paper 2: Summary (Resumen) 
 
The text set for this section was an adaptation of a news article from a Spanish newspaper, 
‘El País Semanal’. Such an exercise does not only test one’s linguistic competencies but also 
the summarizing techniques necessary for such a task. This year, the average mark obtained 
lowered to 70%. In addition to last year’s difficulties, this year it was noted that several 
candidates did not respect the word limit; many exceeded the maximum total of 250 words, 
thus summarizing the text in more than 1/3 of its length. Also, the fact that several candidates 
did not express the main ideas in their own words but rather elevated chunks of words 
directly from the original text, sustains the conclusion that candidates, this year, lacked a 
wide range of lexical skills and knowledge. 
  
 
 
 
Paper 2: Oral - Conversation (Conversación) 
 
In this part of the examination, pronunciation, lexical and grammatical competence as well as 
fluency were examined. Six themes were given to the candidates to choose from and to 
interact with the examiner/interviewer. Care was taken for the titles to be relevant to the 
candidates’ lives and to their immediate surroundings and included recollecting a pleasant 
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trip abroad, narrating one’s experiences as a player or spectator during an important sport 
event, expressing one’s opinion on digital versus printed photos, and discussing the pros and 
cons of the recent phenomenon of online dating.  Candidates were free to choose one theme 
or more. The average mark obtained was the same as last year’s, 70%. This year, a higher 
amount of interferences from other languages was noted and, as in other sections of the 
examination paper, Italian interference was predominant. 
 
Paper 3: Literary texts and cultural themes (Textos literarios y temas culturales) 
 
In this paper, the candidate is asked to attempt either the section dealing with Literature or the 
one which tackles Cultural topics, writing three essays, each from a different area of study. 
As in previous years, the vast majority preferred writing about Literature than Culture. 
Amongst the set literary works to study, the most popular were once again: La casa de 
Bernarda Alba by Federico García Lorca, Rimas by Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer and La familia 
de Pascual Duarte by Camilo José Cela, reflecting an ideal balance between drama, poetry 
and prose. Several candidates, this year, limited themselves to giving a summary of the 
literary piece instead of a critical or interpretative analysis as was required. This was 
especially noticeable when tackling questions regarding García Lorca’s theatrical work. A 
small group of candidates did not answer the literary question directly but simply reproduced 
the story’s plot and in such similar wording that generates doubts as to whether they had 
actually read the texts themselves or whether they were simply reproducing class notes and 
summaries instead. This year’s essays were definitely poorer in terms of being literary 
critical. It was also observed that in one of the questions about La familia de Pascual Duarte, 
where the term matricidio appears, several candidates mistook it for homicidio instead.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Compared to previous years, the candidates’ general performance this year was surprisingly 
poor. In particular, a limited range of vocabulary was demonstrated, there were many 
interferences of other languages, especially of Italian, as a result, and the need was evident to 
brush up certain grammatical points and structures, such as tense usage and conjugation 
which should not crop up so often at this level.   
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