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IM ART 
MAY 2016 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 
Thirty-three candidates registered for the examination. The breakdown of the grades obtained by 
the candidates was as follows: 
 

Table 1: Number of candidates per grade 

Grade A B C D E F Abs Reg 

No 3 3 8 6 5 6 2 33 

% 9.1 9.1 24.2 18.2 15.2 18.2 6.1 100.0 
 

Table 2: Further comparisons 

Grade No. of Candidates % of Candidates 

A – C 14 42.4 

A – E 25 75.8 

FAIL 6 18.2 
 

Part I A – Coursework 
 
The examination panel noticed with satisfaction that in general candidates are now following the 
recommendations of Examiners’ reports more. 
 

The improvement in the way candidates presented their folders, noted in the 2015 examination 
session, was once again evident this year. The great majority of the candidates submitted the 
various sections of the coursework duly marked and filed in sub-folders within the main folder.    
 

Candidates abided by the syllabus in terms of the number of sheets submitted in the various 
sections. In general the regulation regarding avoiding material that might disclose the candidates’ 
identity was adhered to. 
 

Most candidates also abided by the syllabus with regard to the support and media used in the 
work presented. A small number of candidates, however, included works on canvas stretchers or 
thick boards; these should not be included.  
 

Prospective candidates are urged to read the syllabus carefully earlier on during their course of 
studies so that they can plan their work accordingly. 
 

As in previous sessions there were candidates who presented work executed at the eleventh 
hour or included work in heavy impasto. As a consequence some works attached to each other 
and could not be separated without damaging the work. Although dry to the touch, works with 
excessive impasto, even in acrylic paints, tend to stick together when pressed against each other 
in the folder.  
 
A(i) Portfolio  
 

In general the work was well presented. A very small number of works were of outstanding quality 
but the great majority of candidates presented works that were of average quality. It was 
positively noted that the number of candidates loading their portfolio with images from the internet 
has partly declined from the previous year. Still a number of candidates presented works which 
were outright copies from photographs or even from works of art without any personal 
interpretation; such practices devoid of any creativity should be strongly discouraged. Well 
planned coursework should show sustained personal research and development of analytical and 
technical skills in visual representation.  
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Candidates are required to show more focused work and commitment throughout the two year 
course. 
 

A(ii) Personal Study 
 

A number of candidates piled their Personal Study with downloads from the internet. This section 
is mainly concerned with testing the candidate’s ability to conduct a personal investigation and to 
develop a theme of the candidate’s own choice; therefore photographs, illustrations and other 
secondary source material should only be included if it has a bearing on the development of the 
work.  
 

In this section a final work is not compulsory, but candidates must show focused investigation, 
development, critical analysis and realization of the selected theme. A number of candidates 
presented a series of one-off finished works on the theme and failed to demonstrate a focused 
investigation and critical analysis. In this study, candidates are further required to communicate 
their understanding and thinking process through integrated images and annotations; this 
requirement is not being given its due importance. An afterthought explanation in essay form is 
not what the syllabus calls for. 
 

A(iii) Visual Journal 
 

As in previous sessions, the majority of the candidates presented work that may qualify as a 
scrapbook or a sketchbook, but not as a journal. A well-kept journal should reflect a continuous 
process that includes sketches, drawings, cuttings, art-historical references, annotations and 
personal reflections.  
 

Candidates need to learn the importance and function of a visual journal. 
 

Part I B Thematic Project Work 
 

In this section candidates are required to submit one final piece along with the preparatory work 
showing the candidates’ focused investigation, development, and a critical analysis of the 
selected theme.  
 

A good number of candidates packed the allotted four A2 sheets with downloaded illustrations 
and photographs with very scanty investigation and personal preparatory work. Others presented 
a number of finished works that failed to demonstrate a focused investigation and a critical 
analysis of the theme.  
 

Part II – Section A – Work from Observation 
 

A good number of candidates produced work of a high standard in this paper. While the majority 
of the work was of a satisfactory level, there were a few candidates that produced work which 
was not of an acceptable standard. 
 

Part II – Section B – History of Art 
 

As in previous years, in general there were very little attempts at critical analysis.  Essays were 
largely descriptive and there was little attempt to tackle and analyse the context of the works. In 
some instances, candidates demonstrated very poor knowledge of the historical period of the 
work of art. For example, those who chose to write about Goya's Shootings of 3rd May 1808, 
rarely placed it within the Romantic period, while Turner's Rain, Steam and Speed was confused 
with Impressionism. Also those attempting Dali's Persistence of Memory rarely talked about 
Surrealism and its place within the development of Modern Art.   
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