
 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MALTA 

SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

MAY 2016 

 

 

 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE 

EXAMINATIONS BOARD 



 SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2016  

2 
 

SEC ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 MAY 2016 SESSION 

 EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 

The table below summarises the distribution of grades of candidates registering for SEC English 

literature. 

Table 1: Distribution of Grades 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 113 199 508 487 282 
  

293 20 1902 

PAPER B 
   

115 72 133 97 129 49 595 

TOTAL 113 199 508 602 354 133 97 422 69 2497 

% OF TOTAL 4.53 7.97 20.34 24.11 14.18 5.33 3.88 16.90 2.76 100 

 

Paper 1 
 
Section A  ̶  Poetry 
 
General Comments 
 
The persona in this year’s unseen poem observes her classmate, Isabel, who always arrives late to 

school. Isabel does not answer back when she is reprimanded by the teacher but instead chooses to 

remain silent.  The persona reports snippets of the teacher’s daily sermon to Isabel. The teacher is 

described as being very distant and cold. Isabel has no choice but to listen to the teacher’s angry 

words; she never speaks about her reality. It turns out that the persona knows the truth behind 

Isabel’s tardiness and s/he respects and understands the girl since her life is far from easy. Isabel’s 

father is absent from her life, her mother is sick, and Isabel has to take care of her brothers and 

sisters. The poem ends with Isabel’s deep seated need for some warmth and understanding.  

The poem given was at the right level and was accessible to the great majority of candidates. Few 

were those who misinterpreted the situation and considered the girl to be at fault. Very few candidates 

failed to answer most of the questions, and the great majority made a visible effort to answer all 

questions fully. 

Specific Comments 

1. The great majority gave the correct answer and very few opted for (ii). 

 

2. Most answered correctly. There were some other replies which were either irrelevant or partially 

correct.  

 

3. Incorrect answers focused on the ‘modern’ situation of a broken family. 

 

4. a. Most gave the correct answer though there were a number of candidates who gave    

‘hyperbole’ and ‘inversion’ (anastrophe) as the answer.  

b. Most candidates managed to score marks by referring to fear and loneliness. The usual 

pitfalls included shallow answers like the fact that she ‘was feeling cold’. 

 

5. Candidates realised that the repeated use of the present tense denoted habitual action – Isabel 

came late daily and the teacher berated her for this negligence every time – but some also made 
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the connection with its universal implication that many children in the present day are also in 

Isabel’s situation. 

 

6. Most candidates emphasized the teacher’s bullying behaviour brought out realistically through 

the direct speech. A number of responses were overlapping and vague. Quite a few candidates 

failed to see the technical aspect and effect of direct speech and focused more on the girl’s 

helpless situation.  

 

7. Many candidates scored marks on this question and emphasized Isabel’s two contrasting worlds 

– her school and family. Some used the word ‘irony’ in that in both worlds, Isabel is faced by a 

cold and negative reality. Incorrect answers referred to the length of the line. 

 

8. Most candidates limited themselves to writing passionately about the hardship that Isabel had to 

face on a daily basis. The best answers focused on the diction and brought out its effectiveness. 

A good number of candidates ignored the question and instead of showing how the poet 

presents the girl's reality, they just paraphrased the poem.  

 
Section B  ̶  Prose 
 
General Comments 

This year’s unseen prose passage is infused with a sense of tension from the very beginning as the 

reader is presented with a group of assassins who are on a mission. The description of the setting 

becomes an integral part of the mood as the city settles down for the night. The contrast between the 

sense of peace and mundane existence in the city and the underlying sense of danger from the 

imminent assassins’ attack adds to the suspense. The passage builds up the tension until almost the 

end of the passage when it reaches an anti-climax as one of the assassins aims his knife at the 

sleeping body of a young boy within the palace chamber but instead misses his target and the knife 

lands in a soft cushion. 

The majority of the candidates had no problem understanding the general gist of the passage. 

Candidates did, however, exhibit various degrees of understanding beyond this basic story line. Many 

missed facts or 'clear' inferences in the passage even at comprehension level. Many others failed to 

engage critically with the text. It cannot be overstressed that in Paper One, questions need responses 

that are primarily concerned with literary devices, effectiveness and author's intention not 

comprehension. 

Specific Comments 

1. The majority of the candidates answered this question correctly.  

 

2. This is one of the questions which shows the candidates’ eagerness and tendency to translate 

the exercise into a comprehension task. The vast majority of candidates got part of this question 

right by writing about the danger of the situation and the intruders' skills. However, few 

commented on the use of syntax, repetition, onomatopoeia and sense of contrast. 

 

3. Candidates correctly underlined how the references to wild animals contribute to: 

 highlighting the predatory nature of the intruders; 

 heightening the sense of tension; 

 demonstrating how skilful the intruders are. 

 

4. As in Question 2, very few pushed themselves beyond comprehension level and wrote about the 

effectiveness of the author's decision to use two short direct questions each followed by answers 
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starting with 'nothing'. Few referred to the economy of words; the directness; or the repeated 

pattern. 

 

5.  

a. Most candidates had no difficulty identifying two examples of personification but too 

many answers were defective in that the quotes given by the candidates lacked key 

words that were necessary so that the answer/ quote given could stand alone as an 

example of personification. For instance, quite a few missed the word 'slathering' and 

only quoted the phrase 'a cold round moon shine down'. 

 

b. Candidates confused 'slathering' with 'slaughtering' drawing often diametrically opposite 

conclusions to what the personification tends to suggest. Many linked 'cold' to the 

impending sense of doom. Some interpreted 'burned its message' as a negative omen 

linked to what is happening in the building rather than a guiding light to seafarers.  

 

6. Most candidates wrote about the intruders' skill and tension. Having acknowledged this, it must 

be said that answers to this question were further proof of candidates' determination (mind set) to 

write answers suggesting a distancing from the author and the author's intention in favour of a 

concern with protagonists and setting. Very few answers actually included the word 'author' or 

words/phrases that indicated an effort to write an answer that clearly linked the device with 

effectiveness. 

 

7. Most of the candidates seem to have skimmed over paragraph nine. Some managed to make the 

link between the lamb and the sacrificial image of the boy. However, many provided answers that 

suggested that the boy realised that the intruders were coming and pretended to be asleep; that 

the boy knew there was no escape and consequently gave up on attempting to avoid the would-

be murderers; that the boy had been sick for a long time; that the intruders were actually like 

shepherds sent to protect the boy, and a few other rather outlandish suggestions. 

 

8. Very few candidates actually gave good answers – again because they were mainly concerned 

with paraphrasing rather than with critical engagement with the text. This question required a 

detailed analysis of the last three paragraphs, focusing mainly on the assassin’s behaviour as he 

prepares to kill the boy thus creating in the readers a sense of tension and expectation until the 

end when the assassin fails his mission.  Most answers, however, bore no relevance to the 

question set. Such answers were mainly based on personal opinion with opinions including: the 

writer wants us to pity the boy; the assassin was filled with remorse so he did not want to kill the 

boy; the boy was spoilt because his room was messy; the assassin hated royalty.   

 

 

PAPER IIA 
 
Section A  ̶  Drama  
 
Specific Comments 

1. Most candidates who chose this question had good and focused answers.  Answers showed 

a good knowledge of the text and the themes of love and foolishness.   

 

2. Few candidates answered this question. Most of the essays were good and focused, dealing 

with specific characters and scenes.  
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3. Very few candidates opted for this question. The best answers focused closely on the text. In 

a number of essays, the theme of cowardice was completely ignored. 

 

4. Most candidates gave valid answers. Some candidates failed to bring out the various facets of 

Justice and Mercy. Sadly, in many cases, Portia’s soliloquy dealing with mercy was almost 

completely set aside.  

 

5. Answers were generally good except in isolated cases where the fairytale-like quality of 

Belmont was not sufficiently developed.   

 

6. This was one of the popular questions with candidates. Many essays were focused and 

showed a good knowledge of both the tragic and comic elements of this play.   

 

7. Many of the essays focused on the witches’ contradictions and not as much on the different 

attitudes to the witches Macbeth and Banquo had. Many candidates also did not widen their 

focus beyond the extract presented.   

 

8. This question was chosen by many candidates. The great majority only focused on the 

characters of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. Many candidates merely mentioned how the 

characters were strong and/or weak but did not go beyond these surface references to the 

messages that Shakespeare imparts through these two themes. 

 

9. This question was also popular among candidates who studied this play.  The best answers 

delved into a deep discussion on the various circumstances that lead to Macbeth’s downfall.  

The weak essays were unfocused and merely summarised some of the play’s scenes.  

 

10. The best answers described Catherine’s character before the advent of Marco and Rodolfo 

and the eventual change in her character and attitude following their arrival, especially in 

relation to Eddie. The candidates who resorted to paraphrase without at least an attempt at 

analysis scored the least marks.  

 

11. This was not a popular choice. Most answers were not satisfactory. Some lacked focus and 

others simply gave a summary of the play. 

 

12. Candidates who selected this play chose this question the most. The best answers focused 

on Eddie as a tragic hero and also referred to his tragic flaw. Weaker answers were 

paraphrases of the play without analytical discussion. 

 

13. This was the most popular question about The Play of Kes. The answers were mostly focused 

on the three settings, and candidates wrote in detail and analysed these settings well. Weaker 

answers failed to bring out the importance of nature in Billy’s education. 

 

14. Many candidates gave adequate answers. The best essays traced Helen’s journey to 

adulthood while the weaker ones left out important details like Helen’s carefree nature and 

Alice’s treatment of her. 

 

15. Essays mainly tackled each character separately and were of an acceptable level. The 

weaker answers focused on narrating episodes rather than on analysis and discussion.  
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Section C - Prose 
 
General Comments 

Over the years, the number of candidates choosing Paper II A has increased so that currently more 

candidates sit for Paper A than Paper B. In a way this is encouraging; however, it also has 

implications and a word of caution may be in place. 

Candidates attempting Paper A need to understand that the essays in this paper are more demanding 

and examiners' expectations are pitched higher. The focus in most of the titles is such that answers 

should not be limited to narrative but need to suggest an effort to produce an argumentative text. 

Writing sketchy, superficial answers limited to paraphrasing is simply not enough. For example, in the 

Prose section, question 9 expected candidates to focus on 'fable techniques', question 5 on 'how 

Roald Dahl creates atmosphere' and question 13 on 'the contrast between innocence and brutality'. 

Answers needed to evidence an acceptable degree of effort to address the focus in the essay 

question. Narrative answers do not answer these questions. Also, questions such as 12, 15 and 17 

that focused on central themes in the novels should not have been addressed exclusively in relation 

to the main character. For example, question 12 on the theme of silence in The Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas is not just about how Bruno does not tell anyone of his friendship with Shmuel. Candidates 

need to understand that in such cases, examiners consider the task as being only partially achieved. 

Specific Comments 

1. Very few candidates attempted this question. Essays were limited in focus. 

 

2. Only a couple of candidates attempted this question.  

 

3. A very small number attempted this question. Answers showed limited focus and lacked 

development. 

 

4. Most of the candidates attempting this question performed acceptably well. The answers 

generally showed an effort to maintain the focus on the clashes between opposites. Given the 

wording of the question, some candidates opted to write about opposites from different stories 

while others wrote about opposites within the same story. Both interpretations were accepted. 

The most popular stories were Mrs Bixby and the Colonel’s coat and Way up to Heaven. 

 

5. This was a popular question. Answers to this question were very encouraging because while 

in most instances candidates tend to ignore addressing the challenging aspect of a question 

by drifting into simple narrative, a good number of candidates attempting this question 

actually tried to show how Dahl creates atmosphere. A very good number of candidates that 

wrote about Man from the South were well prepared and gave very good answers. 

 

6. This question was also quite popular and the chosen stories were in their majority 

appropriately selected. Since the question was quite open ended, most stories lent 

themselves for scrutiny. The candidates’ preferred stories were The Landlady, Neck, and Mrs 

Bixby and the Colonel’s coat. A number of candidates offered basic narrative with little 

personal response. The successful responses provided valid quotes and critical analyses.  

 

7. Most of the answers to this question suggested a proper understanding of the theme of 

religion in the novel; there was also an effort to structure answers in a coherent manner. Most 

answers were not guided by narrative but had separate, focused paragraphs. Candidates 

made reference to Sugarcandy Mountain, Moses the raven, the Commandments as well as 

their historical connotations. This was one of the better answered questions. 
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8. This was by far the most popular question on Animal Farm with more than two thirds of the 

candidates choosing it. Unfortunately, most of the answers did not evidence the breadth and 

focus one would have liked to see because they tended to focus on the behaviour of 

Napoleon, Squealer and Snowball. The question specifically asked candidates to write about 

'the factors that make the animals believe that the humans are the real enemy' and answers 

should have been concerned with propaganda, lying, threatening, manipulation and 

ignorance. Furthermore, a good number of answers did not include any reference to how the 

humans themselves contribute negatively to the attitude the animals manifest towards them. 

A number of good essays reflected a concern with ‘factors' rather than narrative as well as a 

balance between how the animals and humans contribute to the perception of humans as the 

enemy. 

 

9. This was the second most popular question on Animal Farm. Unfortunately, some of the 

essays failed to achieve what the question required because they lacked focus on 'fable 

techniques' and at best were limited to linking specific incidents or characters in the story to 

the Russian Revolution. Often the essays were disjointed. Some answers managed to include 

the fact that at face value the book seems to be an amusing story about animals. Very few 

essays managed to provide a mature analysis. Some answers only focused on propaganda 

as a tool Orwell uses to pass on his message.  

 

10. A number of essays focused on the friendship that the two boys seal in the story; the fact that 

Bruno misses his house in Berlin, and that the new house in Auschwitz is getting farther 

away. Candidates drew comparisons and contrasts between the two houses in the two 

different places. This clearly was not the target set by the question. The better answers 

mentioned the fact that the house symbolises the gap which divides the naïve Bruno from the 

rest of his family, and which ironically draws him closer to his doomed fate. 

 

11. Very few candidates wrote very good answers to this question. The majority wrote about 

Bruno's earlier experiences in Berlin and limited their answer to narrating some of the 

incidents that happen earlier in the novel. The clear references to the grandmother’s death 

and her productions in the title were intended to direct candidates to the notions of 

acting/dressing up and role play. The better answers explored these ideas and made 

reference to the concepts of status and identity in the novel.  

 

12. The weakest answers limited their response to the boys' relationship 'at the fence'. Some also 

included the incidents immediately following Shmuel's visit to Bruno's house. Few candidates 

explored silence as a central theme in the novel, how it concerns different characters and how 

it is manifested in different forms. The candidates that did, however, gave very good answers. 

 

13. This was the second most popular question on Private Peaceful. Most of the answers to this 

question were at best average with candidates simply narrating a couple of separate and 

isolated incidents to underline how innocent or brutal a character is. Answers were essentially 

driven by narrative and often lacked the sense of contrast the question challenged candidates 

to write about. Very few candidates, for example, wrote about how something such as the 

rural setting or the love for Molly could be seen as innocent as well as brutal. 

 

14. The theme of nostalgia was depicted on different levels in the majority of the essays. The 

most common factor was the faithful recalling of the episodes that offer a smile to the 

otherwise loathsome world of war. The more successful responses managed to combine the 

best episodes with analysis.  
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15. The novel includes various incidents where for some reason characters are afraid. This 

abundance of evidence must have contributed to the popularity of this question. One would 

have liked to see answers driven by an effort to identify different forms of fear. Unfortunately, 

this was rarely the case as generally candidates simply opted to narrate incidents.  

 

16. The candidates that opted for this question gave acceptable to good answers because 

overall, there was an increased effort to identify different forms of negative experiences. In a 

good number of answers, paragraph organization was very encouraging. The opening 

sentence in many paragraphs made clear reference to the theme (bullying, dictatorship, lack 

of freedom of expression and betrayal) followed by supporting evidence. This kind of 

paragraphing is closer to what one would have liked to see (but was lacking) in most of the 

other essays. 

 

17. This was the most popular question on this text. Generally speaking, the responses can be 

divided into two groups. The weaker essays kept a clear distinction between truth and lies by 

writing about incidents that clearly manifested one or the other. The better essays went 

beyond this and actually grappled with the grey area between the two. These candidates, for 

example, ventured into exploring the dilemma Sade has in handling both, her understanding 

that she needs to lie as a survival technique, and the notion that in spite of the difficulties truth 

will emerge. 

 

18. A number of answers to this question were limited. Some failed to focus on the fact that the 

answer needed to explore Papa’s importance in his absence; a number of candidates tended 

to limit their answer to what happens in Nigeria. In such cases the task was not considered as 

having been achieved. 

 

PAPER IIB 

Section A - Drama 

  

Specific Comments  
 

1. Answers were of an acceptable standard and the characters that conceal their identity were 

identified. However, answers did not always focus on the complications that arise as a result 

of this concealment. 

 

2. This was the least popular question with regard to this play. Answers were adequate and 

relatively focused. 

 

3. This was the second most popular choice. The relationship between Viola and Sebastian was 

adequately described albeit no particular essay stood out. 

 

4. Very few provided an answer on this text. The candidates correctly focused on Portia and her 

dead father and Jessica and Shylock. Very few referred to Launcelot Gobbo and his father. 

 

5. Most candidates focused on the Prince of Morocco and Bassanio. Most answers were of an 

acceptable standard. However, in most cases there was little or no attempt at an in-depth 

analysis of character by referring to the prospective suitors’ remarks about the inscriptions on 

the caskets.  
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6. The candidates adequately brought out Launcelot Gobbo’s character and his comic role in the 

play. 

 

7. This was the most popular question about this play. Most candidates focused on Macbeth and 

Lady Macbeth. Many chose Banquo as the most patient character. Very few candidates 

brought out the dilemma Macbeth had as to whether he should wait without taking action or 

else do something about it. 

 

8. Weaker answers failed to bring out Macduff’s role and his relationship with Macbeth.  

 

9. Many candidates found it difficult to write about Lady Macduff’s character and role. Sadly, 

only a handful of candidates succeeded in comparing and contrasting the two characters.  

 

10. Many candidates managed to write acceptably detailed essays about the phrase indicated in 

the question and particularly focused on Eddie’s interest in Catherine which leads to his 

downfall. 

 

11. Candidates showed familiarity with the story denoted in the question, but some failed to make 

the connection with its relevance to the play. 

 

12. Most candidates focused on the apartment and the street. Acceptable answers were 

numerous. 

 

13. The candidates narrated episodes in a manner which was not always directly relevant to the 

question.  

 

14. Answers were generally of an acceptable standard. The stories of Alice, Ted, Nan and Joan 

were popular choices. 

 

15. Most answers adequately brought out the idea of being a ‘nobody’ most notably in ‘The Play 

of Kes’ rather than in ‘Dear Nobody’. Very good essays focused on Billy’s life at home and in 

the community as well as on Helen’s initial rejection of her pregnancy and her coming to 

terms with it later on. They also referred to Alice’s and Nan’s acceptance of the baby when 

Amy was born. 

 

 

SECTION C 
 
PROSE 
 
General Comments 

Too many candidates are writing ridiculously short answers. It is very disheartening to find that even 

when asked to write about two main characters in a novel, some candidates can only produce two six 

to eight line paragraphs after months of preparation. Whenever a question is not immediately simple 

or is less direct, candidates tend to fail to address the task properly. Most of the candidates sitting for 

Paper B evidence a serious issue with paragraph and essay structuring. 

Specific Comments 

1. Only a couple of candidates attempted this question.  

 

2. Very few candidates attempted this question. Answers were of an acceptable level. 
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3. Only a small number of candidates attempted this question. Most answers were limited. 

 

4. A handful of candidates opted for this question. The essays managed to identify the story 

‘Katina’ and presented a valid though unimpressive write-up with accurate content but little 

personal response. Some candidates did not score an acceptable mark due to limited writing.  

 

5. This was the second most popular question on the short stories. The answers were limited to 

narration. It needs to be said, however, that the content was generally correct. 

 

6. The candidates generally opted for stories that satisfied the characteristics mentioned in the 

question. Content of plot and characters was generally acceptable. Unfortunately, the 

responses rarely tended to go beyond narration and candidates did not take the cue from the 

question to actually foreground the similarity of the patterns in the selected stories.   

 

7. This was the most popular question on Animal Farm. Answers to this essay showed a very 

good knowledge of the story and a good specific knowledge of the commandments. 

Unfortunately, however, most of the answers were concerned with exhibiting this knowledge 

and were limited to listing how the original commandments read and how these were 

changed. Often very little else was added and essays lacked reference to 'the importance of 

the changes'.  

 

8. The answers evidenced good knowledge of the battles chosen. Generally speaking, the 

answers were limited to narration. The better answers moved beyond narration making 

reference to the implications of the battle chosen. 

 

9. This was the second most popular question on Animal Farm. Most of the answers to this 

question were acceptable. Candidates had no difficulty writing about Snowball and Napoleon, 

highlighting their characteristics and tendency of behaviour. The main differences in most of 

these essays were mainly in expression, writing skills and text organization rather than in 

making the wrong choices as to what should be included in the essay.  

 

10. This was the most popular question on the novel. Unfortunately, although the candidates 

knew the content, quite a number of answers were slightly off. The question was limited to the 

exchange of life stories and not the whole relationship between Bruno and Shmuel. In too 

many answers, specific focus on the 'exchange of life stories' only got an accidental mention 

rather than it being the central point of the essay. 

 

11. In general, the answers were acceptable but quite repetitive and average. The candidates 

were aware of the dichotomy between Bruno’s innocent perception and the crude reality. 

Most managed to mention a number of aspects found in the story to support their answer. 

The most common versions included the innuendos supplied by the writer regarding Ralf’s 

real behaviour and Bruno’s naïve interpretation of this. The majority only mentioned these 

aspects in ordinary narrative with hardly any complex analysis.  

 

12. Answers to this question could be divided into three groups. The weakest essays were those 

by candidates who thought that the title referred to the lessons that the characters should 

have learned in the novel. These candidates wrote about what Ralf should have said to Hitler, 

and/or what the grandmother should have said to her son Ralf. The majority of the answers 

did, however, evidence an understanding that the question was concerned with universal 

lessons and mentioned elements such as respect among people of different races and 

religions and the importance of friendship. The answers which brought out universal lessons 
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but which were written as narratives were acceptable. The good answers focused on the 

universal lessons and also produced texts that foregrounded the argument and presented the 

lessons in properly structured paragraphs. 

 

13. The few that did answer wrote acceptably well on the two characters. The responses were 

mostly basic and limited, focusing on events rather than character traits, emotions and 

thoughts. 

 

14. This was the most popular question on the novel. Candidates seem to have had no difficulty 

identifying and writing about the victimisation of the Peacefuls by bullies. As expected the 

candidates mainly focused on the bullies at school, Sergeant Hanley and the Colonel. A few 

candidates seem to have tried to make an effort to not write about the immediately obvious 

and wrote about Grandma Wolf, Mr Munnings and the lady who encouraged Tommo to join 

the army.  

 

15. This was the least attempted question on the novel. The very few answers were, at best, 

average. Most were limited to narrative and lacked evidence of understanding what the 

relationship between Charlie and Molly meant to Tommo. Most answers were essentially 

sketchy, sterile narratives lacking reference to emotions and internal conflict.  

 

16. Most of the candidates limited their answer to the responsibilities Sade assumes in looking 

after Femi. Undoubtedly, one expects this to be an important part of the answer but the 

question was not limited to this. Very few candidates had an essay with a number of body 

paragraphs focusing on different types of responsibility – those of foster parents, 

governments, education, journalism, etc. 

 

17. Most answers were acceptable but unfortunately some were too sketchy. Some candidates 

seemed enthusiastic about writing on Folarin and Uncle Tunde mostly, and write-ups were 

often valid but unimpressive. The difference between a particularly successful outcome and 

one which is less so tends to broadly depend on the manner in which ideas are expressed 

and structured.  

 

18. Very few candidates attempted this question and the answers were rather lacking. Not 

surprisingly, most of the answers were closer to a summary of what happens in Nigeria and 

what the children expect in England. When candidates did try to write about dreaming of a 

better future in Nigeria and England, most of the answers focused on dreaming of a better 

future in England. Some candidates actually ignored all mention of a better future in Nigeria. 

Most efforts lacked balance and structure overall.  

 

PAPERS II A & B 

Section B  ̶  Poetry 
 

General Comments 

The quality of the candidates’ work ranged from the excellent analyses of texts to the mediocre 

summaries. It is good to point out that many of the introductions to essays dealing with poetry were 

weak, limited and short. A good number of these introductory paragraphs simply consisted of one 

sentence in which candidates mentioned the poems they were going to refer to. Hardly any reference 

was made to the set question.  
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Furthermore, the pitfall in most essays dealing with this section was that a substantial number of 

candidates simply wrote separate paragraphs, mostly paraphrases of the poems without linking their 

ideas to the question and without using any cohesive devices to make the essay coherent. In fact, 

some of the essays consisted of a number of quotations simply put together without any attempt at 

analysis.  

Lastly, another weakness in this year’s essays was the way the conclusion was written. A number of 

candidates chose to omit this paragraph completely while others used it to quickly ‘answer’ the 

question after having paraphrased the poems in the previous paragraphs. 

 

Chairperson 
2016 Examination Panel  


