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The Art SEC examination is designed to assess the candidate’s intuitive and reasoning faculties, creativity 
and their artistic skills which leads to the expressive process. The process through which the individual 
develops starts from the initial stimulus and proceeds all the way through to the final realization of the 
created form. 
 
Six hundred and sixty-four (664) candidates registered for SEC Art. Four hundred and fifty-eight (458) 
candidates sat for Paper A and two hundred and six (206) candidates sat for Paper B. The table below 
outlines the distribution of grades of the candidates, who sat for the exam: 
 
Table 1: Distribution of grades  

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 14 56 89 120 83     88 8 458 

PAPER B       31 43 47 36 38 11 206 

TOTAL 14 56 89 151 126 47 36 126 19 664 

% OF TOTAL 2.11 8.43 13.40 22.74 18.98 7.08 5.42 18.98 2.86 100 

 
 
Coursework and final project 
 
Portfolio 
The work was duly submitted in two folders, one for Course-work and another one for the Final Project. The 
folders were clearly labelled and carried the required date and the chosen theme for the Final Project. 
A wide range of responses were presented with evidence of imagination and the development of personal 
interests. 
The candidates with the best portfolios presented a range of works based on selected themes and from in-
depth research from first-hand study on the chosen subjects. Still-life, natural and man-made forms were 
very popular. There were examples of local landscape and the domestic environment.  
Historical buildings were also a popular choice of study. Few candidates based their study on the human 
figure. These artworks proved the candidates’ skill in practicing different techniques especially pencil drawing, 
painting as well as printing and collage. The most presented media included; pencil, charcoal, pastels, poster 
colours, acrylics and coloured paper.  The portfolios presented a selection of imaginative work and 
observation. This is a clear evidence of the artistic development of the candidates. 
 
Project 
The final projects presented a personal and meaningful theme for the candidates.  
There were examples where the research on artists or different cultures had stimulated the candidates’ ideas 
and compositions. The most successful projects consisted of an in-depth analysis of the artist’s subject, 
matter or technique which in turn enlightened their own works of art.  
Nevertheless, there were examples of work including downloaded copies of artists’ biographies and other 
printed material including images. This practice does not contribute to the candidates’ artistic development.  
Some candidates used their media with great sensitivity.  
The weaker candidates presented an insufficient critical understanding and a limited level of achievement.  
Other candidates submitted few works and others submitted a selection of drawings, which were not 
systematically structured and did not show sequential development. A very few number of candidates had 
produced personal studies but of a very poor quality. 
 
The candidates must be instructed to distinguish that first-hand studies are the result of working from 
immediate experience of people, objects or places. Such experience introduces the possibility for the 
candidate to sense much more about the subject and therefore the work becomes more personal and 
exclusive. 
 
Paper 1 
Work from Observation 
 
Most of the candidates presented a mature understanding of linear perspective in their drawing.  In general, 
candidates managed to position the objects as the original composition.  These candidates studied the effect 
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of light on the surface of the bottle and the textures of the fabric, the paper bag and the fruit.  They 
experimented with a variety of media to achieve a natural effect mostly with pencil, in monochrome and a 
few in polychrome by using pencil colours, acrylic or oil pastels. 
 
The quality of the artwork presented in this paper was overall of a very good standard.   
It is more challenging for candidates to execute a work of art from observation in full colour rather than in a 
monochrome medium by using, for instance, pencil as medium. 
 
This component requires candidates’ compositions to include all the objects set before them and not a close-
up of part of the objects.   
Some candidates' showed problems with basic drawing skills and the use of space. Some placed a small 
composition in the middle of the paper and others had problems to reproduce the shape of the bottle and 
others with the proportions of the objects. 
 
Few candidates had left out some objects such as the bottle or the fruit, hence, leaving an incomplete 
composition. Some candidates did not handle the use of perspective of the objects, the use of the media 
control, and eventually the drawing was overall poor. 
There were cases, where candidates made use of a harsh edge as a gimmick instead of depicting the 
natural shape and form of the object. 
 
Few candidates chose to tackle the human figure as an option. Very few candidates had the comprehension 
and ability to draw the human anatomy.  
A number of candidates failed to give a good interpretation of the pose of the model and the execution was 
very poor. A common issue in this paper was the lack of proportions of the human body and the use of space 
on the paper.   
 
Paper II  
Composition from a Theme 
All candidates were given three general themes, three weeks in advance of the examination. The candidates 
were expected to use the three weeks for investigation, research, experimentation and development of forms 
and ideas related to the chosen theme. During these three weeks, most of the candidates prepared sketches 
in different media related to one or more than one of the general themes.  In general, the levels of attainment 
were mostly within the ‘limited’ to ‘competent’ range. 
 
In some cases, the preparatory work was copied directly from the sketches during the examination, not used 
as guidelines to create an original composition about the chosen title.  As happened in previous years, some 
candidates downloaded pictures or photos from the internet, where consequently the same images were 
presented as preparatory work by more than one candidate.  This practice is not acceptable and should not 
be encouraged since while assessing the use of the medium, the examination also assesses creativity, 
originality and imagination.  
  
Paper II A  
 
A good number of candidates treated the selected title and prepared sketches which served as stimulus and 
developed their imagination and creativity.  The said candidates’ examination work showed that the 
candidate had researched and investigated the theme and were able to develop the preparatory research 
into a single work that presents a personal and relevant response to the title. In some cases, the use of the 
medium was used in an appropriate way that suits their intentions. 
 
In other instances, it was noted that the preparatory work and images were repeated by different candidates 
since they were coming from the same source. A number of works were out of point. There were candidates 
who created a composition by putting together all the sketches they prepared with the result of presenting a 
composition not representing the title chosen.  
 
Question 1.  Some candidates managed to create a room or a stage environment in perspective, together 
with the musicians representing a proper proportion regarding the human figure. Other candidates presented 
a composition having only a sequence of musicians in the foreground without having a middle or a 
background.  In other cases, candidates presented a single person or a close-up of a specific instrument and 
the hands. Some candidates could not manage to draw the human figure. 
 
Question 2.   A number of candidates presented a correct idea of the square shape of the CD and used the 
space properly.  There were candidates who emphasized the 3D effect of the CD case. Other candidates 
used only the centre of the paper by presenting a drawing of an actual size of a CD which is small.  Few 
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candidates used the rectangular shape of the paper as a composition. There were different interpretations, 
some candidates presented a semi-abstract painting, some presented the logo of a particular band, others 
presented a band in concert and a few presented designs of musical instruments accompanied with a 
multicolour composition. There were few candidates who showed excellent skill in the use of colour.  In this 
question, there was a lack of graphic interpretation of the CD, without any lettering or information.  In some 
instances, the composition was not appropriate to represent the title chosen.  
 
Questions 3. and 4. These two questions were tackled mostly in the same manner.  Some candidates 
presented a shopping arcade or a wide space in a correct linear perspective together with the two or more 
persons heaving a correct proportion of the human figure.  Other candidates depicted a rigid, one point 
perspective of a shopping space like a corridor.  Other candidates illustrated a flat frontal shop with human 
figures looking to the window and therefore seen from behind. Here again, the human figure was not 
depicted well. In this question, some candidates presented a unique skill in the use of colour by vivid palette.  
 
Question 5.   This question was very popular with candidates. Some candidates approach was common: 
Looking through the windscreen of the car towards the traffic queuing at the traffic lights. It was a good 
exercise in perspective.  Some candidates managed to give the correct mood by using a selected palette. A 
number of candidates tackled the question by representing a series of cars without any perspective. Other 
candidates represented a couple or more persons, waiting at the traffic lights.  Some candidates were not 
capable of drawing properly the human figure. In this question, some candidates presented a unique skill in 
the use of colour and perspective. 
 
Question 6.  ; The ideas developed for this question had a clear message representing parked cars and the 
others full of passengers. Some candidates came up with very creative approaches. Poster design requires 
the knowledge of specific skills such as graphic design layout and appropriate lettering and in some cases, 
these aspects were non-existent.  Some of the basic information was not represented in the posters. For 
some candidates, it was an interesting exercise in layout and interpretation. 
 
Paper 11 B 
 
All questions in this section offered a wide range of opportunities for observation, personal interpretation and 
experimentation. Most candidates used the preparatory work properly whilst there were candidates who 
copied their preliminary sketches and others had no preparatory work at all. The best works were usually  
characterised by good imaginative, personal interpretations and control of media.  Some candidates gave 
some good interpretation of the themes.  Some candidates copied their preparatory work as a series of 
unrelated images.  Some candidates followed a formula and there was a lack of personal interpretation.  In 
some cases, the use of media was acceptable yet the composition was of poor quality. 
 
Question 1.  Most of the candidates who tackled this question presented the Rabbit and the Turtle fable. 
There was a repetition of the same downloaded images of the fable.  In some cases, there was a lack of 
ideas with regard to the book cover layout. Some candidates used their media properly and the composition 
was acceptable. In other cases, the medium was used as fill in the white spaces with colour. There were few 
candidates who managed to create an appealing composition and rendering. 
 
Question 2.  Candidates’ interpretation of this question varied from Aesop's fables to a personal experience. 
Most candidates handled their media correctly and managed to produce a pleasant composition. In some 
cases, the candidates used medium either as washes or as colour filling. Other candidates accomplished an 
attractive composition and colour rendering. 
 
Question 3.  Most candidates who chose this question exercised an adequate one-point perspective drawing 
of a room. Some of the furniture was not projected from the vanishing point (orthogonal lines) and there was 
a lack of depth perception.  The colour rendering was a good attempt and this varied from a bold and less 
bold colour to a flat solid colour.  Some candidates managed to create a balanced composition.  
 
Question 4.  A number of candidates, who chose this question, presented a room full of boxes whilst others 
presented a house from the outside with boxes. In some cases, a moving truck was represented in the 
picture. In both interpretations, the perspective and use of media were sufficient.  Some candidates created 
a pleasant composition. 
 
Question 5 and Question 6.  Candidates who chose to tackle these two questions, had a similar approach. 
These questions were the most popular with the candidates. Most candidates who chose this question 
emphasised the rural landscape, where in some cases this was a naive interpretation of the hills. Some 
compositions depicted a tree and a small person underneath. In other cases, the tree and the person resting 
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underneath, were represented in the foreground. Some candidates lacked observation, and imagination in 
interpreting the theme.  Overall the composition was satisfactory and the use of media was acceptable. It 
was evident that most candidates interpreted the figure in silhouette and from the back to avoid drawing 
details, such as the face and expressions. 

 
Chairperson 
Examination Panel 2017 


