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Ninety candidates registered for the examination. The breakdown of the Grades obtained by the 
candidates was as follows: 
 

GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 

Number of Candidates 2 18 17 21 12 14 6 90 

% of Total 2.22 20.00 18.89 23.33 13.33 15.56 6.67 100 

 

Grade No. of Candidates % of Candidates 

A - C 37 41.1 

A - E 70 77.8 

FAIL 14 15.6 

 
 
In general the candidates adhered to the regulations stipulated in the syllabus.  This was 
observed from the work submitted in relative folders. It has been noted that some candidates, in 
an attempt to abide strictly to the syllabus, present their work in clear-cut sections marked 
“investigation”, “experimentation”, “development” etc. It is quite important that candidates 
demonstrate the ongoing and overlapping processes of investigation and development as an 
integral part of creativity.  
 
Unfortunately, a number of candidates did not show the necessary commitment required at this 
stage.  Consequently, the expected level of completion required at this standard has not been 
reached.   
 
 
Coursework  
 
The greatest majority of candidates submitted the various sections of the coursework duly 
marked and filed in sub-folders within the main folder.  
 
Candidates adhered to the syllabus regulations and material that might have disclosed their 
identity was, in general, not included. Candidates did abide by the rules as far as the medium was 
concerned and did not submit work material which might have created health hazards of some 
sort. A small number of candidates included works on stretched canvas or thick boards which 
goes against the rules stipulated by the syllabus. 
 
Prospective candidates are urged to read the syllabus carefully in order to have a resolute 
understanding and awareness of the regulations involved early on. Candidates working with 
acrylic paints should also avoid presenting work in heavy impasto or executed on the eleventh 
hour as these have a tendency to stick when pressed in the folder, even when dry to the touch. 
 
It is imperative that candidates present original work.   
 
Portfolio 
 
The works presented were of average quality. Some candidate presented work as ‘experimental’ 
and which displayed a lack of technical skills and knowledge.  
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 A number of candidates loaded their portfolio with photographs and other material downloaded 
from the internet. Such a practice falls short of the required sustained personal research and 
development of analytical and technical skills in visual representation, which is an important 
requisite.  
 
Personal Study  
 
The sheets allotted for presentation of the study should to be utilized to the maximum to show the 
candidates’ personal investigation and preparatory work. Downloaded photographs and 
illustrations from the internet can serve as a visual aid and as a springboard for the personal 
creative process of the candidate, but these should be kept to a minimum as intrinsically they do 
not earn the candidate any marks. 
 
In this section, candidates are required to communicate their understanding and thinking process 
through integrated images and annotations.  Some candidates presented a number of finished 
works on the selected theme, which fails to demonstrate a focused investigation and critical 
analysis of the theme selected, which are prime requisites in this section. 
 
Visual Journal 
 
A good number of candidates presented a sketchbook rather than a journal. A well-kept journal 
should reflect a continuous process, recorded by sketches, drawings, cuttings and art-historical 
references accompanied by annotations and personal reflections. 
 
Thematic Project 
 
As with other sections, photographs and illustrations downloaded from internet should be kept to 
the minimum as these do not earn the candidate any marks. The candidate must demonstrate a 
focused investigation and a critical analysis of the theme selected required by the syllabus. 
 
Paper 1 – Extended Thematic Project 
 
In general, candidates who throughout their coursework showed commitment and good practice 
have done well in this paper which is carried out under examination conditions.  
 
In this paper, candidates are required to take a starting point from their thematic project work and 
introduce new ideas and develop them in another direction. A number of candidates kept too 
close to their Thematic Project work, some even went so far as to reproduce the same work.  
 
A good number of candidates failed to bring the Thematic Project Work complete with all their 
work affixed and instead presented the sketches and secondary material loose. Prospective 
candidates are to see that the Thematic Project work is brought into the examination hall for the 
Extended Thematic Project examination ready and complete and no other alteration or removal of 
material may be done after the Extended Thematic Project examination.  
 
Paper 2 - Work from Observation: The Human Figure 
 
With the exception of a handful of candidates who produced excellent work, the majority of work 
produced in this paper was of a low quality. It is felt that work from observation needs to be given 
more importance during the two-year-course of study - many of the candidates showed they lack 
basic drawing skills. 
 
Paper 3 - History of Art 
 
The candidates, in general, showed a very superficial historical knowledge of Art, which does not 
meet the requirements of the syllabus.  
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Section (i) Critical Analysis 
 
This is perhaps the section where most candidates show that they have not been well prepared to 
analyse a work of art in a critical manner. It is of the utmost importance that a critical analysis 
includes the work of art in its socio-historical context and the style of the period in question.  
 
Section (ii) Comparative Essay 
 
The overall standard reached in this section was an average quality even though a few 
candidates handed in excellent work. 
 
Most of the candidates compared and contrasted the subject matter and treated the works by just 
looking at the illustrations. The illustrations are meant to help the candidates refresh their 
knowledge and not compare the visual aspects of the work in a superficial manner. Although the 
subject matter has its importance, the candidate should also focus on art-theories, the historical 
context, the formal qualities of the work and other aspects. 
 
Prospective candidates should be encouraged to write a flowing and articulated essay rather than 
alternating from one work to another as this renders the essay uninteresting and monotonous.  
 
Section (iii) Synoptic Essay 
 
Only a few candidates presented a coherent understanding of the selected questions. Many 
essays exhibited a very limited knowledge of styles, artists and works of art.   
 
It is imperative that the candidate understands the question well and answers according to the 
wording of the question.  Those who attempt essay questions on Art during a particular historical 
need to exhibit their knowledge of this period in Art History.   
 
Furthermore, the discussion of specific examples is of paramount importance in this section.   
 
Chairperson 
Examination Panel 2017 


