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AM GERMAN 

MAY 2017 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

Eighteen (18) candidates registered for the Advanced German examination. The examination consists 
of three papers (I-III) and an oral component. One candidate was absent for all examinations. The 
table below outlines the candidates’ results:  

GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 

Number of Candidates 5 6 2 2 1 1 1 18 

% of Total 27.78 33.33 11.11 11.11 5.56 5.56 5.56 100 

Table 1: Candidates’ distribution of grades  

The majority of the candidates have a good command of German at this level, with more than a 
quarter having a very good command of the subject. Compared to the candidates’ performance in the 
previous year, there is an increase in the achievement of B grades. 

The following is an assessment of the candidates’ overall performance in the different sections of the 
written examination:  

Paper I consists of two parts, Essay and Communicative Writing. This paper requires skills in free 
writing.  

As regards the Essay, the questions mostly chosen were question 2, which was a narrative question 
closely related to everyday life, followed by question 6, which was an argumentative question also 
closely related to everyday life and specifically asking about today’s youth. All other questions were 
also chosen by at least one candidate, which indicates that the topics were all suitable for developing 
ideas for the essay writing required. However, fewer candidates opted for the more imaginative 
narrative and descriptive questions. Perhaps creative writing could be used more as a tool for 
language practice so that candidates gain more experience in such forms of writing as well.  

With respect to Communicative Writing, the two questions (letter and article) were chosen by an 
almost equal number of candidates. In both instances, the candidates were able to relate to the 
content of the short text to which they had to write a reaction.  

In this paper, common mistakes can be explained by interferences of Maltese and English in sentence 
constructions and expressions used. Whilst writing practice is, of course, important in avoiding such 
mistakes, it could also be helpful if candidates read more German texts in preparation for the exam.  

Paper II also consists of two parts, Listening Comprehension and Reading Comprehension.  

Part I: Listening Comprehension was tackled well to very well by a majority of the candidates. As in 
previous years, Section A of the Reading Comprehension (Vocabulary and Understanding), proved 
difficult for many candidates. To prepare for this section, paraphrasing German texts has to be 
practiced so that the candidates gain more experience in replacing phrases with other phrases or 
synonyms and the essential skill of rewriting a text in one’s own words is practiced. This is also 
important for the final section of the paper (D: Précis), which asks for a summary of the set text 
Although this section was generally tackled quite well, it posed some difficulties for a number of 
candidates. Section B: Questions on the Text was also generally well done, showing that candidates 
were able to understand the text and answer questions on it correctly. In Section C: Structures most of 
the candidates achieved slightly lower marks than in Section B, but still generally demonstrated 
sufficient knowledge of the grammatical structures examined.   

Paper III is designed to test knowledge on Landeskunde i.e culture of Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland, and knowledge on Literatur. In part I, questions are set on the geographical aspects of 
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Germany, Austria and Switzerland, feasts and traditions in Germany, modern history of Germany and 
German-speaking personalities. In part II questions on the literature texts listed in the syllabus are set.  

Candidates’ knowledge of German Landeskunde generally tended to be on the level required; 
nevertheless, some basic historical facts were not always presented in a clear or coherent way. This 
component of the paper examines fundamental knowledge about German-speaking countries, which 
is necessary to develop a higher level of communicative skills in German. Being aware of basic issues 
of German history and culture enhances the potential to communicate effectively with German 
speakers and to understand the German-language media. A minimal understanding of some crucial 
turning points in German history which continue to shape the country today (e.g. Nationalsozialismus, 
2. Weltkrieg, Holocaust; Nachkriegszeit; DDR; ‘Wende’) and a command of some basic terms relating 
to German history and culture is an important part of language learning on a higher level, which could 
perhaps be encouraged more.  

In the literature section most candidates chose to tackle the novel “Ich fühl mich so fifty-fifty” by Karin 
König, closely followed by “Maya und Domenico” by Susanne Wittpennig. “Drei Männer im Schnee” by 
Erich Kästner was chosen by two candidates, while “Fast ein bisschen Frühling” by Alex Capus was 
chosen by none of the candidates. All candidates were able to demonstrate some knowledge of the 
novels; however, higher marks could be gained by improving the ability to discuss central issues 
raised by the literary texts based on an active knowledge of the novels, their main characters and plot.   
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