
 

  

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 

SEC GEOGRAPHY 
 

MAIN SESSION 2018 
 

 
 
 



EXAMINERS’ REPORT: SEC GEOGRAPHY (MAIN SESSION 2018) 

  

 

Page 1 of 9 

 

STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
Paper I consisted of ten compulsory structured questions covering the whole syllabus content 

including a range of geographical skills. Questions 1 and 2 carried 16 marks each and the 

remainder a total of 48 marks distributed as shown in Table 1. The paper was marked out of a 

total of 80 marks and the marks awarded to the field reports were added to it for a maximum of 

a 100 marks. Papers IIA and IIB were divided into two sections each with candidates having to 

answer two questions out of the four set in each of two sections - section A dealt with topics in 

physical geography and section B with themes in human and environmental  geography. Each 

question answered in Paper II carried a maximum of 25 marks with the four questions totalling 

100 marks. 

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2018 session of the examination. 

 

Table 1: Distribution of grades 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 8 22 29 19 13 - - 13 3 107 

PAPER B - - - 5 4 13 3 8 20 53 

TOTAL 8 22 29 24 17 13 3 21 23 160 

% OF TOTAL 5.0 13.8 18.1 15.0 10.6 8.1 1.9 13.1 14.4 100.0 

 

The overall breakdown and the distribution for each paper and the average marks obtained 

overall are given in Tables 2 to 4. This is worked out considering the number of scripts received, 

therefore excluding the absentees.  

 

Table 2: Paper 1 – Average mark obtained by candidates for each question 

PAPER I 

Question No, 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  

Max. Marks 16 16 8 7 6 6 3 4 8 6 Total 

80 

PAPER A 9.37 9.15 6.18 5.76 3.15 4.25 2.46 3.08 4.56 4.67 52.6 

PAPER B 4.71 4.74 3.9 4.47 1.23 2.61 1.13 1.32 2.18 2.97 29.2 

Percentage 
difference 

between Paper 
A and B 

 

49.7 

 

48.2 

 

36.9 

 

22.4 

 

60.9 

 

38.6 

 

54.1 

 

57.1 

 

52.2 

 

36.4 

 

44.4 
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Table 2 shows that overall candidates answering to Paper A obtained forty-four percentage 

points above those opting for Paper B with question 5 dealing with the interpretation of a simple 

synoptic chart showing the broader difference of over 60 per cent. Questions 7, 8 and 9 asking 

about the classification of industry, river processes and the trans-Alaskan Pipeline respectively 

also had a high discrepancy range of over 50 percent between the candidates. Questions 3 and 

10 that asked candidates about climate and vegetation, and the causes and effects of acid rain 

respectively had the least difference between answers given by Paper A and Paper B students. 

 

As indicated above the Papers in part II of the examination were subject to choice by 

candidates. The main strand that emerges from these tables is that for candidates sitting Paper 

IIA a more even spread of choices in section A (physical geography) is apparent than there is in 

section B (human geography).  Still in Section A of Paper IIA there was emphasis at answering 

question 3 on volcanic activity. As in previous years the number of candidates preferring 

population geography in Section B was high. In fact more than two-thirds of the candidates 

answered the question on the transition demographic model and population pyramids. Another 

popular question in Section B of Paper II A was on energy sources. Practically the same 

situation could be traced for candidates opting for Paper B. However the question on glacial 

processes in Section A proved to be by far the least popular choice for these candidates. 

 

Table 3: Paper IIA – Main theme, number of candidates opting for each question and average mark 

obtained 

Paper IIA (total no. of candidates 103) 

Theme River 
Processes 

Tropical 
Storms 

Volcanic 
Activity 

Glacial 
Processes 

Farming 
Practices 

Urban 
zones 

Demography Energy 
Sources 

Question No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Max. 

Marks 

25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 

No. of 
candidates 

42 49 67 41 14 46 76 66 

Average 
Mark 

12.7 10.4 17.2 14.9 16.9 13.8 15.2 17.2 
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Table 4: Paper IIB – Main theme, number of candidates opting for each question and average mark 

obtained 

Paper IIB (total no. of candidates 31) 

Theme 
 
Glacial 

Processes 

 
River 

Processes 

Weather 
and 

Climate 

Earthquakes 
and 

Volcanoes 

Demo-
graphy 

Farming 
Practices 

Urban-
isation 

Energy 
Sources 

Question 
No. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Max. 

Marks 

25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 

No. of 
candidates 

1 19 17 21 20 4 13 24 

Average  

Mark 

16.0 18.1 12.9 18.9 13.7 16.0 17.7 19.0 

 

The overall impression one obtains from this year’s performance in the examination is a marked 

difference between candidates who set for paper IIA and IIB. This was evident both in Paper I 

which was a common paper and even in paper II. Paper A students obtained a total average for 

Paper I of 52.6 marks whereas Paper B students obtained an average of just 29.3 marks.   

There was however a less marked difference between the candidates who set for paper A and 

those that set for paper B in the fieldwork report. In fact the average mark obtained by Paper A 

candidates was 16/20 whereas Paper B candidates obtained an average of 13/20 marks. 

There were 3 absentees in Paper A, while in Paper B there were 20 absentees. Eight fieldwork 

reports were not presented by Paper A students whilst thirty-one reports were not presented by 

students applying for Paper B. Three students on the other hand submitted their project but 

reported absent for both examination papers. However, the examination board is very 

disappointed to see many candidates applying for both papers who do not present their 

fieldwork and do not sit for the examinations. In Paper A, eight candidates did not present their 

report and out of these five sat for the examination. Only one of these managed to pass with a 

grade 5, the rest obtained an unclassified mark.  In Paper B thirty-one candidates did not 

present any fieldwork report and out of these eleven attended the examination. Four managed 

to get a pass mark, the remaining seven candidates failed the examination. 
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Specific Comments 

Paper I 

Question 1 

The majority of candidates gave the correct grid references in part (a) and (b). The 

measurement of the straight-line distance in part (d) was correctly done by the majority of 

candidates. Most candidates found it difficult to calculate the gradient between the two given 

points, in fact several candidates did not even attempt to answer part (e). Marks were allotted 

according to the extent of the working done, however only a few candidates got full marks for 

this question. In the descriptive part (g), the majority of the candidates described the headland-

bay configuration of the coastline, and did not go into detail in accounting for the relief along 

the coast. 

Question 2 

A better knowledge of the spatial location of countries, rivers, volcanoes and ocean currents is 

to be expected for Part (a), (b), (c) and (e), considering that these are all listed in the syllabus. 

Some responses could not differentiate between a country and a continent. The majority of the 

candidates drew the approximate location of the equator correctly for part (d). Very few 

candidates responded part (f) correctly involving the calculation of time by working out the 

difference in longitude between Greenwich and the city marked on the map. 

Question 3 

The majority of candidates knew how to read and interpret the climate graph, however only a 

few managed to mention four different characteristics of the climate graph shown. Several 

candidates discussed either rainfall or temperatures, rather than both. The adaptations of plants 

and wildlife were known well by the candidates and in fact a variety of adaptation methods were 

mentioned including that plants have waxy, thin and glossy leaves to prevent water loss and 

large root systems to tap water.     

Question 4 

Overall answers to traffic congestion indicate good knowledge on the theme and in fact most of 

the candidates managed to provide a variety of valid reasons to explain congestion in city 

centres. Most of the answers to part (c) of this question were correct and students mentioned a 

variety of schemes to reduce traffic congestion in towns.    

Question 5 

This question dealt with a weather chart. Whilst isobars were often understood and described 

correctly by the majority of candidates, more knowledge on identifying fronts is to be expected. 

In fact in part (c), most candidates failed to draw the symbols of a warm and a cold front on the 

map provided. 

Question 6   

Overall answers to the first part of the question were good and most candidates were correct in 

labelling the diagram of the glaciated valley. However not all candidates were able to explain 

clearly the process how two glaciated features were formed.   

Question 7 

The majority of candidates, especially Paper A candidates, obtained full marks for this question 

dealing with defining primary, secondary and tertiary industries. Moreover, the answer was 

most often supported with examples of the types of industries. However, a good number of 

candidates sitting for Paper B failed in this question. 
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Question 8 

Question 8 dealt with rivers and their features. The majority of candidates were familiar with 

the features indicated, namely meanders and the formation of an ox-bow lake. Explanation of 

the formation of ox-bow lakes was generally good. 

Question 9 

Question 9 was on the trans-Alaska oil pipeline and the Exxon-Valdez oil spill. The answers for 

part (a) indicated that both Paper A and Paper B candidates were in general, not familiar with 

the case studies, despite the fact that they are both indicated in the syllabus. Overall, when 

candidates discussed the effects of the oil spill, they repeated the same concept, hence marks 

were lost. Few candidates mentioned the corresponding solution to each problem encountered 

during the construction of the pipeline. 

Question 10 

Few candidates correctly named the two gases responsible for acid rain. Several candidates 

confused the gases responsible for acid rain with greenhouse gases. Many candidates failed to 

provide ways how to reduce the levels of acid rain. 

 

Paper IIA 

Question 1 

Although most candidates showed that they are aware that a drainage basin is the area of land 

drained by a river, most had difficulty expressing this clearly. Some candidates described 

transport processes (saltation, suspension, traction and solution) found in a river instead of 

erosion processes. A number of candidates mixed up corrosion and corrasion. Quite a number of 

candidates had difficulty explaining how interlocking spurs were formed. 

Question 2 

Quite a number of candidates thought that a tropical storm is a storm that occurs over the 

Amazon forest. It seems they were not familiar with the term. Some candidates explained their 

formation as a result of warm air meeting cold air and moved on to describe the formation of 

frontal rainfall. Only a few described that the origin is a result of very warm ocean surfaces. 

The effects described were, in most answers, very basic lacking detail necessary for the marks 

allotted such as damage to property and deaths. Only two candidates mentioned storm surges. 

Question 3 

Most candidates provided correct examples of composite cones. Some candidates described the 

formation of composite volcanoes at constructive plate boundaries instead of destructive plate 

boundaries. Most candidates limited themselves to describing very simple hazards such as 

damage to property and injured people or deaths and lacked appropriate geographical 

terminology. Hardly any candidates mentioned and explained mudflows, lahars and pyroclastic 

flows.  

Question 4 

Most candidates named and described the processes of glacial erosion correctly. A number of 

candidates confused the names of different types of moraines. Most candidates mentioned 

rather than discussed one advantage and one disadvantage of tourism in glaciated areas.   
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Question 5 

Most candidates claimed that one of the aims of the CAP was to increase food production 

instead of matching supply with demand to stabilise prices and to make the EU self-sufficient in 

agricultural production. Most candidates provided exhaustive answers when describing the 

environmental impacts of farming using correct geographical terminology and were aware of the 

physical inputs needed for rice cultivation. 

Question 6 

Most candidates were not aware that the term “Residential suburbs” referred to the three 

residential zones described in Burgess’ and Hoyt’s models. Few candidates described the most 

common characteristics of a CBD, namely high rise buildings and traffic congestion. Hardly any 

candidates mentioned the high land prices of the CBD and its impact on some high rise 

buildings, the lack of open spaces and the presence of commercial services in the CBD. 

Question 7 

Most candidates are aware of what the demographic transition model shows but in section (a) 

(ii) limited themselves to describing the changes in birth rate, death rate and total population 

rather than explaining why these changes are taking place as requested by the question. Most 

answers to part (b) of this question were exhaustive.  

 

Question 8 

Most candidates are aware that global energy consumption is rising as a result of an increase in 

the world’s population and advancements in technology. Most candidates provided correct and 

exhaustive answers to part (b) ‘What are fossil fuels?’ and part (c) of this question. Most 

answers to part (d), benefits and disadvantages of the Aswan High Dam, were mostly correct 

but some lacked the necessary detail. 

 

Paper IIB 

Question 1 

This question regarded glacial erosional and depositional processes including the drawing of 

labelled diagrams. The answers to this question did not include a definition and a labelled 

diagram of freeze thaw weathering, a leading process in glacial areas. However the types of 

moraines and land uses in glacial areas were adequately described.   

Question 2 

Most of the candidates were able to list and explain why rivers are important for people. With 

regards to question (b), some candidates defined the four transportation processes accurately. 

Yet, several students could not clearly distinguish between traction and saltation; and 

suspension and solution, even though the candidates were provided with a helpful diagram.  

Several candidates were able to list what the negative impacts of a river are, however few 

candidates were able to write clear explanations. 

Question 3 

Almost all candidates could articulate the difference between weather and climate. However, in 

question (b), some candidates failed to define clearly how these factors affect temperature.  

Some candidates were not able to identify the difference between latitude and longitude.  

Moreover, several candidates did not complete question (c) while a number of candidates 

sketched a diagram only, without explaining the complete process. 
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Question 4 

Most of the candidates chose this question which focused on the topic of volcanoes.  Candidates 

managed to interpret the map provided to describe the location and distribution of volcanoes 

and earthquakes referring to plate boundaries. The cross-section diagram of a volcano was well 

drawn by most candidates and features indicated in the question were also labelled correctly. 

However only a few candidates managed to explain clearly how a volcano is formed.  In 

question (c) students were asked to discuss four benefits of living next to a volcano, however 

most students opted to list only the benefits without any form of discussion. Others did not 

even manage to list four different advantages. 

Question 5 

Although the majority of the candidates chose this question, a number of students failed to 

answer accurately all answers.  Few candidates were able to give an accurate definition of the 

birth rate, death rate in question (a).  In question (b) the majority of the candidates were able 

to read the demographic transition model and were able to provide a correct answer.  However, 

in question (c), the majority of the candidates were not able to give any reason why at stage 2 

of the Demographic Transition Model the death rate falls.  Several candidates were able to list 

and explain the problems of an ageing population. 

 

Question 6 

This question dealt with farming and its impact on the environment.  The few candidates that 

opted for this question knew very well the meaning of extensive, shifting, subsistence, 

commercial and organic farming. At times candidates were not exhaustive in their answers to 

part (d) where they were supposed to explain the negative environmental impacts of farming. 

Regarding question (e) most students mentioned the increase in crop yields and that crops are 

more resistant to disease as advantages of the Green Revolution. As disadvantages most 

candidates mentioned that the new machinery employed replaced manual labour leading to 

unemployment in rural areas.  

Question 7 

Candidates were quite confident in answering this question on rural to urban migration leading 

to urbanisation. However some candidates did not give a clear and detailed explanation of the 

push and pull factors. They focused on a few factors namely the lack of supply of jobs, high or 

poor wages and services. For the last part of the question candidates mentioned various 

problems likely to occur in large cities as a result of urbanisation, namely lack of housing, the 

development of shanty towns, severe traffic congestion and the increase in waste. However 

most candidates just mentioned these problems without going into much detail.  

Question 8 

Almost all candidates chose this question and they succeeded to answer this question on energy 

sources correctly.  This shows that the candidates have a good grasp of this topic. However 

some candidates still cannot differentiate between renewable and non-renewable energy 

resources.  The definition of global warming was well explained by most candidates.  Candidates 

were able to discuss well also two advantages of a renewable source of energy and managed to 

explain various ways how to increase energy efficiency in our homes and lifestyles by the use of 

public transport, cycling, energy efficient cars, recycling, use of solar panels, etc. 
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Fieldwork Reports 

Examiners moderated over 50 fieldwork reports on visits in 8 different schools. Generally 

speaking there was a good performance by most candidates and reports presented reached a 

compatible standard with that expected at the SEC level especially those who sat for Paper A. 

The average mark awarded for these candidates was 16/20, with eight candidates not 

presenting their project. Thirty-one candidates who registered for Paper B did not submit their 

project, with 11 of these sitting for the exam and twenty being absent. The overall mark for the 

remaining candidates was 12.5/20. The assessment marks awarded by teachers were also very 

satisfactory and most of them made good use of the assessment criteria provided. 

Reports presented were well related to one physical and one human aspect of the syllabus 

undertaken in two different locations. In fact a very positive factor observed was the overall 

range of appropriate sites selected to conduct the fieldwork and the range of topics presented, 

including coastal geomorphology, investigation of the ria Harbour, urban problems in selected 

localities, local manufacturing industries, weather observation and data collection, farming 

methods, urban sprawl etc.  

The good quality of work presented reflects a high commitment by most teachers and students. 

From the work presented it is clear that teachers are guiding and supporting students through 

adequate preparation, organisation and follow-up activities in class. Very often a first draft is 

discussed and feedback on how to improve the product is provided by the teacher before the 

final report is submitted for marking in line with the assessment for learning strategies.  

A variety of data collection methods were used including observation, drawing of sketches and 

cross-section diagrams, surveys, interviews, questionnaires, pedestrian counts, floor surveys, 

quadrat analysis, soil testing etc. These methods to collect data were adequately described and 

appropriate for the aim of the fieldwork. In some cases the scientific method was used to test 

the initial hypothesis and when this was not proven correct, possible and valid reasons were 

suggested. 

Data collected by students was also adequately presented through the use of a variety of forms 

using graphs, pie charts, diagrams, maps, photographs and tables. In most cases these were 

clearly labelled and relevant keys provided. However there were instances were illustrations and 

diagrams were not satisfactorily integrated and linked to the text and even not appropriately 

placed. 

In one school different aspects of physical and human geography were tackled in each of the 

two reports. This instilled in the candidates a sense of interconnectedness between different 

themes of geographical enquiry, including natural processes and human aspects. 

When considering certain topics such as the study of local weather conditions, or the 

microclimate within an area, it is necessary that the school has the necessary equipment and 

instruments so that the students will be able to record the data required. 

Whilst there was evidence of the candidates’ authentic work, especially through data collection, 

individual analysis of results and conclusions, there were some cases where the text of the 

introduction section was very similar between candidates. 

Fieldwork is considered as an integral part of this syllabus and as such students must be 

encouraged to participate in fieldwork activities as stipulated within the three year course. It is 

being observed that the number of students opting not to present the fieldwork report is 

gradually increasing.  This year 39 students failed to present the written fieldwork reports. 

The standard of the field reports presented could improve by encouraging candidates to include 

their own reflections and recommendations in the conclusion. 
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