
 

 

 

Referencing Guide 
 

 
In higher education, students are expected to develop skills in independent research and to 
acknowledge the sources of their information. Accurate referencing of sources consulted 
within one’s academic and artistic work is an essential part of this process. 
 
Dance Studies follows the ‘Citation by the Author–Date System’ in the MHRA Style Guide 
(2015) in Section 11.4, page 78 of the online handbook which is free to download. This 
system requires all bibliographical references to be placed at the end of an essay or logbook 
in alphabetical order by names of author(s) or editor(s), followed by date of publication. The 
form recommended is as in the following examples: 
 
Crystal, David. 1992. An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Language and Languages (Oxford: 
Blackwell) [This applies to books.] 
 
Rouse, John. 2005. ‘Brecht and the Contradictory Actor’, in Phillip B. Zarrilli (ed.), Acting 
Re-Considered: A Theoretical and Practical Guide, sec. ed. (London: Routledge), pp. 
248–59 [This applies to chapters in books.] 
 
Bales, Melanie and Rebeca Nettl-Fiol. (eds.) 2008. The Body Eclectic: Evolving Practices in 
Dance Training, (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press) [This applies to 
edited books.] 
 
Shaw, Brandon. 2014. ‘Phantom limbs and the weight of grief in Sasha Waltz’s noBody’, 
Theatre Journal, 67 (1): 21–42 [This applies to journal articles. Do not include 
‘pp.’ for journal articles.] 
 
Mackrell, Judith. 2015. ‘Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch: a new era begins with energy 
and laughter’ The Guardian, 20 September 
<http://www.theguardian.com/stage/2015/sep/20/tanztheater-wuppertal-pina-
bauschreview> 
[accessed 24 September 2015] [This applies to online newspaper/magazine 
articles.] 
 
Mackrell, Judith. 2015. ‘Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch: a new era begins with energy 
and laughter’ The Guardian, 20 September, Section G, pp. 10-11 [This applies to 
paper newspaper/magazine articles.] 
 



Camilleri, Frank. 2009. ‘Tilting at Windmills: A Case Study’, Icarus Performance Project, 
<http://www.icarusproject.info/tilting-at-windmills/> [accessed 30 July 2014] [This 
applies to online articles.] 
 
Scerri, Rebecca. 2014. ‘Redefining the female body: shifts in representation of gender as 
identifiable on stage, with special reference to Swan Lake’. (BA dissertation, 
University of Malta) [This applies to theses and dissertations.] 
 
Wethal, Torgeir (dir.). 1972. Training at the Teatr Laboratorium in Wrocław (Holstebro: 
Odin Teatret Film) [This applies to films. If you are citing a film on the internet 
(e.g. YouTube) you should reference the original film as well as the YouTube 
site.] 
 
Frantic Assembly. 2014. < http://www.franticassembly.co.uk/> [accessed 06 September 
2014] [This applies to websites. The date refers to when you last accessed it.] 
 
Debono, Joe. 2011. ‘Programme 10’, Platea – Series III, Campus FM – University of Malta, 
<http://campusfm.um.edu.mt/pages/webcastspages/Autumn_14/platea_mainpage.html 
#series _3> [accessed 16 August 2014] [This applies to broadcasts, podcasts, 
webcasts.] 
 
Modern Humanities Research Association. 2015. MHRA Style Guide. 3rd edn 
<http://www.mhra.org.uk/Publications/Books/StyleGuide/StyleGuideV3_2.pdf> 
[accessed 22 September 2015] [This applies to online downloadable documents.] 
 
Pace, Reuben; Tranter, Francesa; Flores, Charles & Inguanez, Simone (dirs). 2014. Il- 
Kantilena Karba ta’ 500 sena, Karba ta’ Żmienna. [Performance viewed 05 
December, Teatru Manuel, Valletta, Malta] [This applies to performances. You need 
to identify the playwright or choreographer, the date of the premiere performance, the 
title of the work and details of where and when it was seen.] 
 
Patterson, I. 2003. Personal interview with Joanne Butterworth (memories of Nureyev), 14 
May, Vienna [This applies to interviews. Keep audio tapes, notes and transcripts 
ready to produce on demand, or list them as appendices. Cite the surname and initials 
of the person interviewed using the title ‘Personal interview’ and the interviewer. 
Indicate subject matter (in brackets), the interview date(s) and location.] 
 
 

Further Notes About Bibliographic Entries 
 
(1) Note the use of capital letters, numbering, and punctuation in the bibliographic 
examples 
listed above (including no full stop at the end of each item). 
 
(2) Where there are two or more authors, use: ‘Ogden, C. K., and I. A. Richards’ rather 
than ‘Ogden, C. K. and I. A. Richards’ or ‘Ogden, C. K. and (or &) Richards, I. A.’. Editors 
should be referred to by the abbreviations ‘(ed.)’ or ‘(eds)’. 



 
(3) If the list includes more than one work by the same author, a long dash should be 
substituted for the name after the first appearance and works should be listed in date order, 
e.g.: 
 
Posner, Rebecca. 1996. The Romance Languages (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press) 
—— 1997. Linguistic Change in French (Oxford: Clarendon Press) 
 
(4) If two or more works by the same author(s) have the same publication date, they 
should be arranged in alphabetical order of title and distinguished by adding letters after 
the 
date (e.g. ‘1998a’, ‘1998b’). 
 
 
 

In-Text References 
 
Do not use footnotes for referencing purposes; footnotes should be used to make additional 
comments. All references should be placed in the text as in the following: 
 
References in the text should give in parentheses the surname of the author, the publication 
date of the work, and, where necessary, a page reference, e.g.: 
Pidgins contrast with creoles, which are created when pidgins acquire native speakers 
(Crystal 1992: 302). 
 
Note the spacing and punctuation of the format: (Surname year: number) – (Crystal 1993: 
302) 
 
When the author’s name is given in the text, it should not be repeated in the reference. In 
such cases, the reference either follows the name or, if this seems stylistically preferable, 
may come at some other point in the same sentence: 
 
Smith (1977: 66) argues that [...] 
 
Smith, who was known for his contentious views, replied (1977: 66) that [...] 
 
Smith regards this interpretation as ‘wholly unacceptable’ (1977: 66). 
 
 

Bibliography 
 

Your bibliography should be labeled as such, and should include sources consulted within 
your research and cited in your academic work. Bibliographies should be presented 
alphabetically according to author surname, and with a hanging indentation for each 
reference. Do not separate out books, journal articles, performances within your 
bibliography. 



Make sure that each in-text citation corresponds to a full entry within your bibliography. 
 

Plagiarism And Collusion 
 

Under no circumstances should students knowingly include work that is not their own 
without reference to the author. Failure to accurately reference your work can affect your 
assessment, and in some cases may be grounds for an investigation into plagiarism and 
collusion. Plagiarism and collusion are serious academic offenses warranting disciplinary 
action through the University’s procedures. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of 
the implications of plagiarism and of the University’s policy on the matter. 
See the University of Malta’s ‘Plagiarism and Collusion Guidelines’ at: 
 
https://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/109476/University_Guidelines_on_Pl
agiarism_2010.pdf . 
 
See also ‘How to Avoid Plagiarism” at: 
https://www.um.edu.mt/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/95568/how_to_avoid_plagiarism.pdf 
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