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SEC Religious Knowledge 
May 2008 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
A total of 4573 candidates sat for the SEC Religious Knowledge examination in May 
2008. The table below summarizes the general performance in the examination. 
 
Table 1: Distribution of candidates’ grades for SEC Religious Knowledge May 2008 
 
GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS  TOTAL 
PAPER A 170 538 703 467 251     225 29 2383 
PAPER B       191 461 349 467 528 194 2190 
TOTAL 170 538 703 658 712 349 467 753 223 4573 
% OF TOTAL 3.72 11.76 15.37 14.39 15.57 7.63 10.21 16.47 4.88 100 
 
Part 2:  Comments regarding the candidates’ performance 
 
General comments 
 
For paper I most candidates answered all the questions and on the whole gave 
satisfactory answers. A more careful reading of questions would have benefited some 
candidates, who failed to distinguish between ‘describe’, ‘mention’, ‘narrate’ and 
‘explain’ and did not recognize the different demands of these key words. A number 
of candidates simply repeated the question using different words, instead of giving an 
answer. 
 
The level of Paper IIA essays is more satisfactory. Some phrases from the textbook 
were quoted by students. This shows that students do in fact read and study from their 
textbook. Paper IIA candidates also seem to have moved away from memorized 
material. Their style of writing is more personal, spontaneous and creative than that of 
candidates in previous years 
 
The general standard of the essays in Paper IIB has remained disappointingly low. 
Quite a high number of students don’t possess the necessary skills of essay writing. 
They answer each of the essay questions in one or two sentences. Consequently, their 
whole essay is a paragraph long. One gets the impression that they had never written a 
proper essay.  These students seem to lack a firm basis of religious knowledge and as 
a result find it difficult to express conceptual understanding of religious beliefs. Their 
ideas also lack continuity and depth. Some students still use the terms God and Jesus 
inappropriately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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2.1  Comments regarding Paper 1 
 
Question 1 :  
 
Most answers were correct. Very few candidates referred to episodes related to 
Moses’ faith instead of those related to Abraham.  
 
Question 2 : 
 
Overall candidates know the meaning of ‘superstition’ and gave examples of 
superstitious beliefs. Most candidates however had no idea about the meaning of 
‘atheism’ and ‘monotheism’. A considerable number confused the latter with the word 
‘monotonous’.   
 
Question 3 : 
 
Mentioning two world non-Christian religions did not prove to be difficult for most 
candidates. However, their knowledge about these religions seems to be very 
superficial because they did not mention essential core beliefs but rather wrote about 
unimportant elements, which are not very important, like for example that the Buddha 
was overweight or that Islamic women wear veils. This might indicate that teachers of 
religious knowledge do not go in enough depth when they tackle the topic about the 
world religions. Some confused one religion with another. For example they 
associated the belief in ‘Nirvana’ with Islam instead of with Buddhism.  
 
Question 4 : 
 
On the whole, candidates were correct. They gave good explanations regarding the 
inerrancy of the Bible explaining that it is ‘the word of God’.  
 
Question 5 : 
 
The majority knew the correct answer.  
 
Question 6 : 
 
The absolute majority have given good answers.  
 
Question 7 : 
 
Most respondents have shown that they are familiar with this phrase in the book of 
Genesis and in fact got this answer correct. 
 
Question 8 : 
 
Most answers were correct, although not everyone understood the question well.  
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Question 9 : 
 
On the whole candidates gave a satisfactory answer.  
 
Question 10: 
 
(a) The majority mentioned the slavery of the Jews and were not specific about the 

work they were ordered to do.  
(b) Mostly correct answers. It is bewildering that not everyone got this answer 

correct.   
 

Question 11: 
 
(a)  On the whole, a good answer. 
(b) Some mentioned a commandment instead and others mentioned the wrong 
sacrament.  
 
Question 12: 
 
(b) Whereas most got the correct answer, some mentioned that the commandments 
take and give us freedom simultaneously.  
 
Question 13: 
 
Most gave the meaning of reincarnation.  This shows that many candidates are 
familiar with the concept of reincarnation.  
  
Question 14: 
 
A good answer, in general.  
 
Question 15: 
 
Some candidates invented and added information and details related to episodes in 
Jesus’ life, which are not found in the Gospels. Quite a number of correct answers 
referred to the episode of Lazarus, whom Jesus rose from death, the narrative about 
Jesus praying in the garden of olives prior to his arrest by soldiers and the episode of 
the wedding of Kana.   
 
Question 16: 
 
In general, most gave an incorrect or missing answer. Most answers referred to the 
episode when Jesus was lost in the temple.    
 
Question 17: 
 
In general a correct answer. The most common answers referred to the miracles of 
Jesus.    
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Question 18: 
 
The most common answers were related to the prayer ‘Our Father’, when Jesus 
prayed in the garden of olives and when he was on the cross. Some candidates 
referred to Jesus’ sayings by giving direct gospel quotes. 
 
Question 19: 
 
(a) Not all got this answer correct and many failed to demonstrate their knowledge of 
the full meaning of the pentecostal episode. 
(b) A satisfactory answer in general.  
 
Question 20: 
 
A considerable number of candidates narrated parables of Jesus, which are not 
directly related to the kingdom of God like that of the Prodigal son and failed to 
explain their eschatological meaning. Others narrated episodes from Jesus’ actual life.  
 
Question 21: 
 
Whereas many candidates seemed to know the answer, they did not mention the 
distinguishing characteristic that marks the difference between the lay people and the 
priests; namely the sacrament of holy orders. Their answer was therefore incomplete.   
 
Question 22: 
 
The most common mistake was that the candidates did not specify the difference 
between celibacy and virginity. Some have merely described celibacy and virginity as 
simply ‘not getting married’ or as ‘not having sexual relations’ without bringing out 
their value in the lives of priests and in the life of the Church. Others attributed 
celibacy to males and virginity to females. Others did not understand the question and 
wrote about the importance of abstaining from sexual acts before marriage. 
 
Question 23:  
 
On the whole good answers were given and some referred to the ecumenical 
movement. Some misunderstood the question and mentioned the pique and fights in 
village feasts celebrated in honour of patron saints and the polarization related to 
them.  
 
Question 24: 
 
Some students didn't give a full answer, as they only mentioned either Jesus’ or the 
Pharisees’ attitude toward sinners.  
 
Question 25: 
 
Whereas most students mentioned the sacraments of reconcilation, anointing of the 
sick and baptism, many failed to mention the eucharistic sacrament.  
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Question 26: 
 
Apart from those candidates, who mentioned food such as Easter eggs, turkey and 
chicken, a considerable number of paper A students got the answer correct.    
 
Question 27: 
 
Most students gave a correct answer. 
 
Question 28: 
 
These questions proved to be easy for the majority of candidates. However, a few 
only gave two or three reasons or merely repeated the same point by using different 
words. Very few candidates did not understand the question as they referred to the 
sacraments.  
 
Question 29: 
 
This question did not prove to be difficult for most candidates.  
 
Question 30: 
 
Most answers were  correct. A variety of answers were given. 
 
Question 31: 
 
In general, good answers were given.  
 
Question 32 : 
 
(a) Some candidates merely explained the meaning of these two sacraments without 
describing the link between them.  
(b) On the whole candidates knew the correct answer.  
 
Question 33 : 
 
Mary’s immaculate conception and her status as the mother of God were the most 
common answers.   
 
Question 34 : 
 
Nearly everyone got this answer correct. This topic is also studied in other subjects 
such as Social Studies and environmetal education and students were familiar with it. 
   
Question 35a and 35 b:  
 
There was quite a considerable number of candidates who did not attempt this 
question. Few candidates referred to the Vatican II document Gaudium Et Spes. 
However the majority of those who answered mentioned ‘Rerum Novarum’.   
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Question 36 : 
 
Very few highlighted the main distinguishing feature of a Christian marriage, namely 
that it is a sagrament, encompassing Christ’s presence. Many candidates mentioned 
the three types of love: agape, eros and filia. Some mentioned the same points by 
using different words. Others deviated and mentioned the idea of abstinence from 
sexual relations before marriage.   
 
Question 37 : 
 
This question did not prove to be difficult for the majority of candidates.  
 
 
2.2  Comments regarding Paper 2 
 
Question 1 
 
(a) The spiritual aspect of work was mentioned by many candidates of Paper IIA, 
although not all explanations were satisfactory. Most Paper IIA candidates wrote 
about the meaning which work gives to one’s life and about the importance of 
personal faith in combating work’s daily hardships. The idea of work, as a means of 
earning a living and of self-development and fulfilment, was mentioned by the 
majority in Paper IIB. Other multiple purposes of work were put forward.  
 
(b) In both Papers IIA and IIB candidates identified a number of diverse rights, which 
need to be employed in relation to work conditions. Abuse and lack of these rights 
and how they inflict problems on workers’ lives, especially those, which have a direct 
influence on family life, were discussed in good essays. Candidates wrote about the 
tension that exists between the demands of work and personal needs. In Paper IIA, 
whereas many candidates produced pertinent descriptions of situations related to the 
rights of workers at their workplace, they failed to explain the Christian perspective 
on these situations and did not refer or explain the ideas that the human person is 
‘created in God’s image’. Most answers lacked specific reference to the social 
encyclicals, although very few from Paper IIA mentioned Rerum Novarum, Laborem 
Exercens and Gaudium Et Spes. In general Vartican II documents were hardly ever 
mentioned in essays.  
 
(c) In many cases in both Papers, there was an overlap of the same ideas presented in 
(a) and (b). Quite a considerable number emphasised the importance of being 
detached from excessive materialism and regard personal fulfillment and self 
development through work as being more important than material gain. Some 
mentioned that one should not accept to work in environments, which clearly allow 
practices which go against the teaching of Christ, such as in hospitals/clinics which 
perform abortion. In Paper IIB some answers were very much related to the students’ 
own personal life, and narrated in the first person.  
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Question 2 
 
(a) In Paper IIA not all students brought out the link between the sacrament of 
reconciliation and the death and resurrection of Jesus. Very few mentioned that this 
sacrament was established on Easter Sunday. The comparative element in the question 
tended to be ignored as most candidates simply described the meaning of this 
sacrament and the meaning of the death and resurrection without stating how they are 
related. Paper IIB answers about Zaccheus were generally correct and emphasis on 
Jesus’ forgiveness was made.   
 
(b) Most Paper IIA answers mentioned how a change of heart affects relationships 
with other people and with God. The communal dimension of sin and reconciliation 
was emphasized by some candidates. They referred to good deeds that Christians do 
in their everyday life. Most respondents mentioned prayer and voluntary work in the 
parish and with people in need. Some good essays also described the idea of 
conversion from sin as a vital human need. Some mentioned examples from the 
Gospel characters such as Mary Magdalene, Zaccheus the publican and the good thief. 
In paper IIB many answers described three of the five steps about the preparation for 
confession, which are usually learnt in catechism lessons. A number of respondents 
deviated and wrote about the practice of private repentance and reconciliation and 
ignored the sacramental aspect.  
 
(c) In Paper IIA some answers were not convincing and candidates did not give 
satisfactory answers, since they did not show how priests act in the name of God. 
Some however were able to refer to Jesus’ granting of authority to the apostles to 
forgive sins. Few discussed the communitarian aspect of reconciliation. Most 
respondents of Paper IIB have shown that they are familiar with the Christian concept 
of repentance in everyday life as well as about how faith contributes to the continuous 
process of conversion. 
                              
Question 3 
 
(a) Most Paper IIA students got full marks for outlining this narrative. Not all 
however explained its importance. 
 
(b) Most Paper IIB answers were rather vague. They simply outlined the story of 
Exodus without any reference to its fulfilment in Jesus. Students preferred to describe 
this Old Testament narrative without referring to what was asked of them in the 
question. Most Paper IIA candidates on the contrary gave a satisfactory explanation 
and made the connection between the Old and the New Testament.   
 
(c) In Paper IIB many candidates wrote about the fact that Christians read the 
Testament narrative during mass and failed to mention the Eucharist. Paper IIA 
answers were also rather vague.  
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Question 4 
 
The most common persons mentioned here were Zaccheus the Tax Collector and the 
Sinful Woman. A few others mentioned the Centurion, Jairus (and his daughter) and 
other persons helped by Jesus Christ.  Students narrated their stories in great detail 
and at length. In 4b, students showed the ability to highlight the effect of the Jesus’ 
Resurrection with the Apostles, the Early Church and our personal life.  A variety of 
answers were given for the last part, almost all correct. 
 
Question 5 
 
Paper  IIA  students  failed  to  link  our  victory  over  death  to  that  of  Jesus  in  his 
Resurrection.  With  regards  to  paper  IIB  when  it  comes  to  quoting  Jesus’words 
in the gospel, most candidates fall short.  
 
In the second part of this question some Paper IIA students misinterpreted the 
question  completely, implying that we suffer no longer after Jesus suffered in our 
stead. For Paper IIB there were too many instances where light was given to indicate 
what is good and salt to indicate what is bad – for others it simply implied the 
‘environment’. 
  
With regards to Christian hope  most put an effort to answer the first part (hope in 
eternal life in heaven), most missed the duty implied that we earn heaven by 
improving life on earth for the brethren. For paper IIB students this was an easy 
question, and many gave the right answer, but often in too short an answer. 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2008 
 


