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Sec Textiles & Design 
May 2009 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 

Part 1: Statistical Information 

Twenty nine candidates registered for Textiles and Design in 2009. This year there has been a slight increase in the 
number of candidates who registered for Textiles and Design.   
 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2009 session of the examination. 
 

Table 1:  Distribution of grades 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 
PAPER A 2 3 7 3 1     0 0 16 
PAPER B       3 2 3 2 2 1 13 
TOTAL 2 3 7 6 3 3 2 2 1 29 
% OF 
TOTAL 6.90 10.34 24.14 20.69 10.34 10.34 6.90 6.90 3.45 100 
 

Part 2: Comments on the candidates’ answers 
 
2.1 General comments 

The examination consisted of two parts: 

• Part 1: Written papers consisting of Paper I (Garment making) and Paper IIA/ Paper IIB 

• Part 2: Coursework consisting of prepared practical work (one simple garment and an item from the chosen 

option), investigation, portfolio and a practical assignment.  It should be noted that the written papers’ minimum 

mark required was 45% of 60%, that is 27, as Paper I and Paper IIA/Paper IIB each carry 30% of the total mark of 

the examination. The coursework minimum mark required was 45%, which is 18. 

 

2.2 General Comments on the candidates’ answers in Paper I, IIA and IIB  

The candidates sitting for this session showed a slight improvement in the language they used to answer the 

questions. As usually occurs, a number of questions were answered incorrectly due to misunderstanding or 

misinterpretation of the question. Very few candidates resorted to Maltese when answering questions.  

 

2.3 Candidates’ answers in Paper I 

Candidates were required to answer all eleven questions. Most candidates attempted all questions. 

Question 1:  This question was related to a knee-length trench coat with belt. 

1(a) and (b): These questions were answered well by the majority of the candidates. 

(ci):  Many candidates, correctly referred to the effect that princess lines have on the figure. 

(cii):  Some candidates totally disregarded the word ‘use’ and gave an example of a stitch that is used for 

overstitching or where it could be worked on a garment. 
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(ciii): Some candidates failed to understand the question well and mentioned what could be used as an 

interfacing.  

Question 2:  This question was related to patch pockets. 

a: All candidates ignored that interfacing has to be used at the top opening of the patch pocket. This 

will give the patch pocket a neat and stiff finish.  All the other sections of this question were 

answered correctly by the majority.  Some candidates lost marks for writing too briefly and 

without providing adequate information. 

b:   Only few candidates were awarded full marks.  The majority of the candidates gave wrong 

answers by either drawing a belt as seen when ready, instead of its pattern.  Others drew the 

pattern pieces of the whole jacket and others disregarded the ‘fold’ marked on the diagram.  Few 

others did not attempt the question. 

c: Most candidates answered this question correctly.  

d: Most answers were out of point.   

Question 3:  This question was about the fabric that can be used for the trench coat. 

a: The majority answered this question well.  Few chose lightweight fabric and with unsuitable 

weaves.  In this case durability was an important aspect when choosing the correct fabric for the 

coat. 

b (i): Some answers were out of point.  A considerable number of candidates ignored the statement and 

that the fabric had a pile.  Nobody mentioned that more fabric needs to be purchased.  

b (ii): Very few candidates mentioned that extra care has to be taken so as not to mark the fabric with 

pins. 

Question 4:    The lining of the coat was the main theme of this question. 

a and b Few candidates answered correctly. Most ignored the key words ‘suitable for lining’. Wrong 

answers given by the candidates were wool, silk, linen, cotton, striped and checked. 

c Only few candidates gave correct answers. The majority failed to understand the question. 

d(i) and (ii) Most ignored that the question referred to the hem of the lining.  Those candidates who gave a 

wrong answer for the first part, failed to achieve any marks for the second part of the question.  

Some marks were awarded for those who drew clear diagrams and described how to work out the 

stitch but failed to correctly name it. 

Question 5: This question related to seams. 

a: The majority gave incorrect answers as they failed to understand the question. Some thought that 

they were asked to choose among the three seams. 

b: Most candidates gave correct names for seams A and C.  Some failed to identify the blindstitch 

seam (seam B) 

c and d: Both were correctly answered by the majority of the candidates. 

Question 6: This question was about buttonholes. 

a:  Answered correctly by most candidates. 
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b:  Few candidates were out of point. 

c:  Very few candidates gave a good reason for securing the buttonholes well. 

Question 7: This question was related to commercial patterns. 

a: The majority listed valid points regarding the choice of commercial patterns for home-sewing. 

b: Only few candidates identified all the pattern marking correctly.  Most candidates were not able to 

describe the functions of each pattern marking. 

c: Most candidates answered this part of the question correctly.  The diagrams were drawn correctly 

by the majority; however the labeling was not clear and often too scanty. 

 

Question 8: This question was about sleeve openings. 

a and b:  Correctly answered by the majority. Only a few failed to identify the type of opening used 

on the lower part of the sleeve and the cuff. 

c: Only a few candidates answered this part of the question correctly.  Most candidates were unable 

to clearly describe the processes. 

Question 9: Pleats and tucks were the main themes of this question.   

a:  Answered correctly by the majority. 

b(i): Candidates found it difficult to identify the difference between tucks and pleats. 

b(ii): Diagrams drawn by the candidates were clear. 

Question 10: This question was about zip-fasteners. 

a: Some candidates repeated the same factors.  Others failed to state that a front opening of an anorak 

required a separating zipper. 

b and c: Answered correctly by the majority. 

Question 11: Pressing was the main theme of this question. 

a and b: Few candidates failed to give a correct reason for pressing during sewing. 

c:  Answered well by most candidates.   

 

2.4 Candidates’ answers in Paper IIA. 

In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B. 

Question 1:   This question was related to the different parts of the sewing machine. 

 Most candidates gave correct uses for the different parts of the sewing machine. 

Question 2: This question was about denim.  

a: Only few candidates identified the correct type of weave used on denim.  Some who gave a correct 

answer failed to draw a good diagram. 

b and c:  The majority answered these questions correctly. 

d: Only few candidates gave a correct reason for denim to be tumble dried on low setting.  

e: Candidates gave interesting answers to this question.  The sketching was also very good.  

However, few failed to describe correctly how the item they mentioned could be used. 
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Question 3: This question was about wardrobe planning. 

 Most candidates gave good advice on how to choose clothes and accessories for a student who lost 

some weight. 

Question 4: This question was about the rules to follow when removing stains. 

 Only half of the candidates answered this question correctly. 

Question 5:   This question was related to the identification of different fibres. 

a and b: Part (a) was answered correctly by most candidates.   Only a few candidates successfully 

described the method of conducting a burning test. 

c.  Very few candidates were able to give a correct description of what happens when 100% cotton 

and 100% silk are burnt. 

d:  Only a couple of candidates answered this question correctly.  Candidates need to be familiar with 

this type of regenerated fibre. 

Question 6: This question was about consumer education. 

a and b: Answered correctly by nearly all candidates. 

c, d and e: As above. 

f and g: These parts of the question were very well answered by the majority. 

Question 7:   This question was related to textiles and the environment. 

a: Most candidates mentioned a suitable fabric, mostly cotton, and gave valid reasons for their 

choice. 

b: Most candidates gave good explanations of how the advertisements could influence consumers 

positively. 

c(i): Few candidates managed to define the appliqué.   

c(ii) Some candidates failed to answer this question, while others gave wrong answers as they were 

unable to explain how this technique can be used in an environmentally friendly way. 

c(iii) and (iv) Answered correctly by the majority. 

d: Some candidates were unable to choose the correct needle for appliqué. 

e: Answered correctly by almost all candidates.  

f: Most candidates failed to choose only two options.  Correct answers were given by most 

candidates. 

 

Question 8: This question was about the choice and care of clothes. 

a: Most candidates sketched suitable outfits.  However a few sketched outfits were inappropriate, 

such as an extremely short and skimpy dresses.  Dress sense needs to be addressed when choosing 

outfits for particular situations. 

b and c: Most candidates answered these parts of the question correctly.  However, most candidates tend to 

suggest cotton for all answers that require a name of fabric. 
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d: The majority of the candidates gave correct answers. 

 

2.5 Candidates’ answers in Paper IIB 

In this Paper candidates had to answer all questions both in section A and section B. 

Question 1:   This question was related to the different parts of the sewing machine. 

 The candidates were given an extra mark for a misprint. Most candidates managed to match the 

part of the sewing machine with its uses. 

Question 2: This question was about denim.  

a: Only few candidates managed to draw the correct twill weave. 

b: The majority failed to give a correct reason why the twill weave is stronger than the plain weave. 

c:  The majority chose the correct fibre. 

d: Only few candidates gave a correct reason for the use of a special needle when sewing denim 

fabric. 

e: Most candidates answered correctly parts (i) and (ii). 

f: Most candidates gave interesting answers to this question.  The sketching was not always good 

and very few succeeded to describe correctly how the item they mentioned could be used. 

Question 3: This question was related to the identification of different fibres. 

a and b: Part (a) was incorrectly answered by most candidates.  The majority successfully answered part 

(b) of the question. 

c.  Very few candidates were able to give a correct description of what happens when 100% cotton is 

burnt.  

d: Only few candidates answered this question correctly.   

 

Question 4:     This question was about wardrobe planning. 

Most candidates gave good advice on how to choose clothes and accessories for a student who lost 

some weight. 

Question 5:   This question was about the rules to follow when removing stains. 

The majority of the candidates answered the question correctly. 

Question 6: This question was about consumer education.  

a and b: Answered correctly by nearly all candidates. 

c, d and e: As above. 

f and g: These parts of the question were very well answered by the majority. 

Question 7:   This question was related to textiles and the environment. 

a(i): Most candidates mentioned a suitable fabric, mostly cotton and denim. 

a(ii): The majority gave correct answers to this question.  

b: All the candidates, except for one, failed to answer this question correctly. 

c(i): Most candidates failed to provide a correct answer. 
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c(ii) and (iii): Some candidates gave vague answers in part (ii).  However, a good number answered part (iii) 

correctly. 

c(vi): Some candidates gave good examples. 

d: Answered correctly by almost all candidates.  

e: Some candidates mixed up the answers ‘true/false’. 

f: Only a few candidates managed to answer this question correctly. 

Question 8: This question was about the choice and the care of clothes. 

a(i): Some candidates sketched suitable outfits.  However a few sketched outfits were inappropriate for 

a receptionist. Dress sense needs to be addressed when choosing outfits for particular situations. 

a(ii): Most candidates found this question difficult.  Only a few managed to obtain some marks for this 

part. 

a(iii): Most candidates suggested cotton and linen. Some gave valid reasons for their choice of fabric. 

 a(iv) and b: The majority of the candidates gave correct answers. 

 

 

Part 3:  Coursework 

The moderation of coursework was conducted in five schools.  The creative component presented by most schools 

was of a very high standard and in many cases original.  A few candidates presented work that was partly 

unfinished. Various techniques were used in the creative component, such as the use of acrylic paints and glitter 

glues, beading and appliqué, and creative embroidery stitches.  Most investigations were of a very high standard, 

and included table of contents, analysis, history, questionnaires, experiments, various sketches leading to the final 

design, conclusions and evaluations.  Books and other documentary sources need to be referenced in the correct 

way.  The level of the practical work was good and in some cases extremely good. However, candidates should be 

encouraged to vary the types of garments they make. It is important that teachers present a detailed breakdown of 

marks so that the moderation process can be conducted in an appropriate manner.  There were no private candidates 

who registered for the Textiles and Design SEC exam.  

 

Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
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