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General Performance 
 
 May 2009 % May 2010 % May 2011 % 
Candidates 289 100 256 100 266 100 
Grades A-E 218   75.4 193 75.4 190 71.4 
Grades A-C 146   50.5 130 50.8 131 49.2 
Failed   56   19.4   53 20.7 64 24.1 
Grade A   24   08.3   22   8.6   21   7.9 
Grade B   38   13.1   39 15.2 37 13.9 
Grade C   84   29.1   69 27.0 73 27.4 
Grade D   42   14.5   34 13.3   36 13.5 
Grade E   30   10.4   29 11.3   23 8.6 
absent   15   05.2   10   3.9   12 4.5 
 
 
 After the encouraging increase in the number of candidates registered in 2009, 289 (44 
more students than 2008), last year there was a drop of 33 candidates but this year there were 10 
more than in 2010. Teachers who wish to compare these figures with those for other languages 
may find this table helpful: 
 
Language      Advanced   2011   (2010) Intermediate 2011    (2010) 
Italian                 266        (256)                      205         (207) 
Maltese                 471        (465)                        623         (626) 
English                 545        (547)                    1572       (1624) 
French                   85        (118)                      121         (122) 
 
 
 Percentages in grades were more or less equal, with a slightly better performance at 
grade C compared to last year. This compensates for the loss of one point each at grades A and 
B. However, the Examiners repeat that, this year too, they consider the number of Failures and 
Grades D and E (although less than last year) to be too high, considering that the candidates 
have had the opportunity of studying Italian for two whole years.  
 
 The average mark for the 256 candidates was 99.29 which is just under 50% of the 
available marks. Although the average for candidates obtaining over 45% of the marks is +9.29, 
the examiners expect a better performance from candidates studying only two subjects at 
Advanced Level for two years. 
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The different sections of the examination 
 
Paper section average 2010 average 

2011 
maximum 
(+/- half of        
max) 

I Oral   10.01 10.79 15      (+3.29) 
 Listening Précis     7.92   8.13 15      (+0.63) 
II Essay   17.67 19.52 40       (-0.48) 
 Lang Exercises   11.63   9.42 20       (-0.58) 
III Wr Comprehension   13.94 11.79 25       (-0.71) 
 Written Précis   13.83 11.66 25       (-0.84) 
IV Cultura     8.57   9.33 20       (-0.67) 
 Antologia     8.47   9.63 20       (-0.37) 
 Romanzo   10.14   9.03 20       (-0.97) 
TOTAL  102.18 99.29 200     (-0.71) 
 
 
Paper I: Oral and Listening Précis  
 
 The oral part of the exam is where candidates obtain the best result, 3.29 marks above 
the half-way mark. Reasons for this vary, and are difficult to prove. In the listening comprehension 
they also pass the half-way mark, albeit slightly, but in all the other parts of the exam the average 
is slightly below it.  
 
Papers II and III: Essay, Language Exercises, Writt en Comprehension and Written précis  
 
 This part of the exam carries most marks, 110, because it reflects the candidates’ 
linguistic competence. Performance in the essay was slightly better than last year’s but in the 
language exercises, in the written precis and, surprisingly, in the written comprehension it was 
consistently two points below last year’s averages. This means that the candidates’ exposure to 
the language, through television and reading, was not strong enough because previously 
candidates used to do quite well in the passive skills. The detailed comments made in last year’s 
report are still valid, because the main flaws remain carelessness in spelling, in elementary 
grammar and sentence structure. More practice in essay-writing, précis and answering 
comprehension is needed for candidates to obtain higher grades and a strict attitude by teachers 
will be the only way to achieve all-round improvement. Teachers in schools must stress this point 
to obtain authorization to hold more frequent tutorials in smaller groups. The examiners expect 
more correct answers to the grammatical and lexical exercises because the candidates’ 
performance showed that not enough importance is given to this section which offers students a 
maximum of 20 points for very short answers. 
 
 Performance in the written comprehension exercise was lower than expected because 
most candidates showed they were not trained well enough in intensive reading; they tended to 
give very hurried answers because they had not read the questions carefully enough. One 
examiner remarked that the writing skills of several candidates, even in their short answers to the 
written comprehension, proved to be below SEC level; even well below. There seems to be a 
misconception that in a comprehension exercise what counts is the content not the form: 
candidates believe that for questions that require short answers and award few points, no marks 
are deducted for spelling and grammar mistakes. In actual fact all candidates are expected to 
observe spelling and grammar rules in all the papers (they either know the language or they 
don’t). Writing correctly is the foundation of the whole examination. 
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 Performance in the précis can improve only if candidates become fully aware of the few 
obvious rules: keep to the word limit (one fourth wrote more than 220 words, some reached 280); 
do not copy chunks of the original; write a draft and create a coherent paragraph based on the 
salient points; re-read and correct any slips. 
 
 
Paper IV: Europa e Italia, Antologia and the Novel  
 
 Performance in the content sections of the exam has been better than last year’s in the 
answers to the Europa - Italia topics and the Antologia, but not in the novel. This is disappointing 
because Andrea Camilleri’s is not a difficult novel and is backed by a filmed version. Of course, 
language competence and writing skills are as important in questions that require longer answers 
as in the general essay and the précis. 
 
Conclusion 
 
 A certificate in Italian at Advanced level should guarantee a good knowledge of the basic 
rules of grammar and a considerable command of vocabulary. After all it is sought by employers 
who need employees who are fluent in speech and confident in writing correspondence, emails 
and reports. Besides, a grade C is required at University for registration in courses leading to a 
B.A., B.A. Hons. and B. Ed. Hons. in Italian. Moreover, nowadays various faculties provide 
opportunities for students to further their studies in Italian universities, through the Erasmus 
scheme at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels. Students must be aware that serious 
study for the Advanced level in Italian can be very useful at University, whatever their choice of 
degree courses. 
 
 The Examiners expect that most students aspiring to a certificate in Italian at Advanced 
Level MUST be aware that elementary errors should be avoided at all costs. A good knowledge 
of the set texts is important but it is often ruined by an imperfect knowledge of, or a careless 
attitude to, the basic rules of grammar and spelling. The examiners recommend that teachers 
should make a special effort to eliminate elementary errors during the first year, and then build up 
style and content in the second year. Students should also be trained to revise and correct their 
own work. 
 
Chairman, 
Board of Examiners, 
 
September 2011 
 


