
1 

 

 
 
 

UNIVERSITY OF MALTA 
 
 
 
 

THE MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 
ADVANCED LEVEL  

 
 
 
 
 

HISTORY 
 

May 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
CERTIFICATE EXAMINATIONS BOARD 

 
 
 
 



2 

 

Statistics 
 
Table 1: MATSEC Advanced Level History, May 2011 

   Distribution of Grades 
 

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 
No. of candidates 3 18 22 13 10 18 4 88 

Total % 3.4 20.1 25 14.8 11.4 20.5 4.5 100.0 
 

 
General Remarks 

 
The History Advanced Level examination consists of three papers, each carrying 33% of the 
total marks.   In Papers I and II students are required to write four essay-type answers to 
questions which are related to themes set in the syllabus. Several of the shortcomings noted in 
previous sessions, including limited reading and writing skills were also evident this year. In 
general the Panel noticed declining levels of reading, and a persisting tendency to rely on the 
same or similar class notes with a limited attempt to obtain a good personal overall 
understanding of historical developments and their significance. In the lower grades serious gaps 
in factual knowledge were also noted. The limited essay-writing skills and limited proficiency in 
English shown by many candidates is also worrying.  In general, candidates are advised to 
dedicate time and energy to train more in historical essay writing, and to acquire critical skills.  
More attention should also be paid to factual accuracy. Misplaced or mistaken dates and 
confused references to events, as well as repeated incorrect spelling of names of key people, are 
frequently a sign that not enough study has taken place. 
 
Paper I Maltese History 
Candidates were required to answer questions 1 and 6 and to answer two other questions, one 
from Section A and one from Section B.  Question offered an either/or choice between a 
question on the effects of freedom of the press on Maltese political development, and a 
discussion of the limitations of the 1849 and 1887 constitutions. The other questions in Section A 
tested knowledge of the Church’s political role in British Malta at the end of the nineteenth 
century, the role of Malta as a naval base in the period to 1921, the island’s economic 
dependence on British military spending, and the inter-war phase of the Language Question. In 
Section B, the compulsory question 6 offered an either/or choice between discussing a statement 
on moderation and intransigence in local political relations with Britain, and discussing the 
effects of the   military and defense agreements between Malta and Britain down to 1979. Other 
questions in Section B tested knowledge of the social and economic developments taking place 
in the period 1921-1933, the effects of politico-religious disputes on political parties, Maltese 
emigration, and the effects of the Second World War on political parties in Malta. While the 
level of knowledge revealed in topics such as Maltese constitutional development,   the politico-
religious crises, and the Language Question, was relatively satisfactory, other topics, such as the 
subject of British military spending, and the political role of the Church in the nineteenth 
century, revealed several shortcomings. It should also be noted that evidence of reading on the 
social and economic developments in the inter-war period proved particularly meager. 
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Paper II International History 
In general the Board noticed the same trends already commented on in the case of Paper I. 
Candidates were required to answer questions 1 and 6 and to answer two other questions, one 
from Section A and one from Section B. Question 1 offered an either/or choice between a 
question on the revolutions and political changes in France from 1830 to 1871, and the reasons 
that led to the Russian Revolution of 1917. The other questions in Section A tested knowledge of 
Britain’s role as industrial leader in the nineteenth century, the declining Ottoman empire, the 
international balance of power through alliances and alignments, and the origins of Fascism and 
Nazism. In section B the compulsory question 6 offered an either/or choice between a question 
on the Cold War as a war without armed conflict, and a question on the Cold War division of 
Germany. Other questions in Section B concerned decolonization in the Mediterranean after 
1945, the role played by the superpowers in the Arab-Israeli conflict, a question on economic  
integration as part of European integration, and the role of Europe in East-West relations. While 
some topics, such as revolutions in France and the Cold War division of Germany, revealed a 
relatively good understanding in the better-performing candidates, it was evident that other 
topics, such Mediterranean decolonization, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the internal history of 
the Ottoman Empire, had not been sufficiently studied.  It was disappointing to note that several 
candidates seemed to be mainly reproducing class notes memorized by heart. 
 
Paper III Source, Analysis and Interpretation 
The main objective of this paper is to enable the candidate to show his or her ability to read 
critically, analyze and place in context the passages from ‘unseen texts’. Several candidates 
found it evidently difficult to fulfill this test of historical critical reading and interpretation in this 
session. Candidates were required to answer two questions, one from Section A and one from 
Section B. Section A offered an either/or choice between question 1 on political development 
from 1800 to 1921, which was based on excerpts from letters by Charles Cameron to the British 
Government dated 1801, and question 2 on Anglo-Maltese relations from 1945 to 1979, based on 
a letter from Dom Mintoff to Robert Laycock dated 1958.  In Section B candidates were to 
choose between question 3, on socialism, liberalism and nationalism from 1789 to 1917, which 
was based on an excerpt from Prince Metternich’s ‘Political Creed’ of 1820, and question 4 on 
the Cold War, based on a telegram from the Romanian embassy in Berlin in 1989. Candidates 
are advised that sufficient time and energy should be reserved for training on documents so that 
these critical skills of historical analysis and interpretation are acquired.  
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