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IM GERMAN 
MAY 2012 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT  

 
Of the 29 candidates registered for the German Intermediate Level Examination, all 
were present for the written exam, and one was absent for the oral exam. The results 
achieved by the candidates are indicated below: 
 
 

Grade A B C D E F Total 
No. of candidates 7 2 6 9 5 0 29 
Percentage 24.1% 6.9% 20.7% 31.0% 17.2% 0 100.0% 

 
 
All scripts were seen by three markers. A marking scheme was used. Both the new 
and the old orthography were accepted. 
 
The overall level of the Intermediate Paper shows basically the same tendencies as in 
previous years. Although, according to the new syllabus, the number of questions on 
“Landeskunde” (geography, history, civilisation) were approximately halved, some 
candidates still had problems when giving answers. The following two questions 
might serve as an example: 
 
 “In welcher Stadt liegt das Schloss Sanssouci?” 
 (In which city is the castle of Sanssouci situated?) 
 
This castle in Potsdam had an important cultural and political role in Germany as is 
also pointed out in the prescribed books. Of the 29 candidates, only six gave the 
correct answer; all other candidates mentioned areas over the entire geographical 
Germany. 
 
One of the answers given to the question:  
 
 “Nennen Sie zwei deutsche Schriftsteller.” 

(State the names of two German writers.) 
 
was “Mozart” which shows a shameful lack of knowledge of European culture in 
general. 
 
For many candidates, the concept of the German language seems to be a bit vague as 
is demonstrated in this statement taken from a letter: 
 
 “Ich möchte viele Sehenwurdigkeiten machen in Deutschland.” 
             (I like to make many places of interest in Germany.) 
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For many candidates, it seems to be very difficult to grasp what a city is and what a 
landscape or federal state of Germany is. For example, with regard to the question: 
 
 “Nennen Sie zwei deutsche Städte, die für ihren Karneval berühmt sind.“ 
  (Name two German cities famous for their carnival celebrations.) 
 
answers like 
 

 „Sachsen, Rheinland, Bayern“ were offered. 
 
Mistakes concerning spelling and grammar, including expression skills as the one 
above, are unfortunately the main cause for concern especially for those candidates 
achieving lower grades. Some of the candidates who achieved an A Grade indicate a 
German speaking background. 
 
Of the three essay titles, all were chosen as follows: 
 
19 Candidates:          Meine letzten Ferien. 
                                  (My last holidays)  
7 Candidates:          Studieren im Ausland. 
                                  (Studying abroad) 
3 Candidates:           Feste in Malta. 
                                  (Feasts in Malta) 
 
The essay needed to be approximately 200 words long. Although most candidates 
wrote near enough to this figure, not everyone fulfilled the task with the result that 
marks were deducted in such cases. 
 
In this context, two further shortcomings need to be emphasised, the first being 
handwriting. Apart from the fact that any handwriting reveals a lot about the character 
of the (in this case unknown) writer, the writing should be clear enough that in an 
examination paper, spelling and endings can be easily recognised. In one script, the 
answers were written with the small letters being 1 mm high. Others simply rendered 
slovenly forms. It is obvious that this can easily lead to misinterpretations. 
 
The Listening Comprehension was a new item in the Intermediate Examination, 
stipulated by the new syllabus and weighted 15 marks. Except for two candidates, all 
others achieved between 10 and 15 marks which is a good result.  
 
Candidates achieved slightly lower results in the Oral Examination weighted 20 
marks: 16 candidates gained between 12 and 20 marks whereas the rest obtained 11 
marks and less. 
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The following points are of a general nature and apply to Advanced Level as well as 
Intermediate Level May 2012 examinations: 
  
a)  Candidates should be encouraged to double check that they replied to all the 
questions to avoid getting a zero mark for questions they would have known the 
answer to. Candidates should also write the correct numbers of the questions 
answered.  
       
b)  As the booklets provided for the candidates to write their answers in contain an 
ample number of pages, students should leave some lines of spacing between the 
individual sections as well as just one line between the different questions.  
 
c)  Candidates should write their answers in ball point taking care it is not the “bold” 
type which renders the text on the reverse side nearly illegible. It is acceptable for 
candidates to draft some points, i.e. for essays, in pencil and cross them out in one 
neat line after having made use of them. No other colours should be used. 
                                                                                       
d) Students should be made aware of the fact that the phrase “usw” (and so on) is not 
considered to be a sign of knowledge and is thus unacceptable as part of an answer in 
any examination. The marker is aware of the buildings, festivities … that exist in a 
particular city or time and it is the student who needs to name them.  
 
e) When writing letters and e-mails, students are advised not to use their own names 
and addresses or e-mail addresses as sender. The universal “XX” is quite sufficient.  
 
 
Chairperson  
Board of Examiners 
 
July 2012 


