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IM ITALIAN 
MAY 2014 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 
Statistics 
 
 May 

2011 
 
% 

May 
2012 

 
% 

May 
2013 

 
% 

 
May 2014 

 
% 

No. of Candidates 205 100 188 100 173 100 116 100 
Grades A - C 125 61 115 61.2 101 58.4 53 45.7 
Grades A - E 180 87.8 167 88.8 150 86.7 96 82.8 
         
Grade A 12 5.9 13 6.9 9 5.2 7 6 
Grade B 34 16.6 31 16.5 27 15.6 17 14.7 
Grade C 79 38.5 71 37.8 65 37.6 29 25 
Grade D 24 11.7 32 17 33 19.1 26 22.4 
Grade E 31 15.1 20 10.6 16 9.2 17 14.7 
Failed 21 10.2 17 9 21 12.1 20 17.2 
Absent 4 2 4 2.1 2 1.2 0 0.00 
 
 
The figures above show that the decline in the number of candidates sitting for the Intermediate 
examination in Italian has become even stronger. This year there was a 33% decline in the number of 
candidates, which does not bode well for the future of the subject at this level.  
 
 
General Performance 
 
Overall performance has slightly decreased, with a slight increase recorded in the Oral exercise. As in the 
May 2013 session, the most significant decrease was registered in the Literature question.  
 
 
Remarks 
 
Oral :    The candidates’ performance was generally satisfactory in the oral exercise, and some showed a 

very good command of Italian. Weaker candidates require more practice in expressing 
themselves in the language, and the Board reaffirms the need to dedicate adequate time to oral 
practice, keeping in mind that the candidates should be able to speak on various topics. The 
Board also recommends that topics chosen for discussion are not limited to school life, social 
networking and entertainment. 

 
Listening précis :  Despite the fact that most candidates demonstrated that they were able to grasp the 

main points of the passage, a considerable number showed lack of coherence and 
were unable to produce a flowing summary. Too many candidates reproduced key 
sentences, possibly changing a few words or slightly modifying a phrase. A number of 
candidates also included their own comments and remarks on the topic; it must be 
stressed that this is not permissible in a précis exercise. Elementary grammatical 
mistakes were widespread, and included errors in pronouns, prepositions, articles, 
tenses and complex sentence structure. Finally, it is highly recommended that 



IM EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2014 

3 

 

candidates write neatly and clearly, avoiding interlinear cramming as much as 
possible, as this hinders comprehension and possibly leads to loss of marks. 

 
Comprehension :  As in past sessions, answers given in the comprehension exercise were plagued by a 

very low level of language which made them incomprehensible at times. Candidates 
showed a very scant knowledge of the subjunctive; those who understood that certain 
questions required an answer in the subjunctive (e.g. ‘Perché credi che...’) were very 
few. The same occurred in the case of questions such as: “per quale ragione credi che 
l’autore sia....” Almost invariably, the answer was always “l’autore sia....”, etc. 
Wherever the question required fine thinking, various candidates limited themselves to 
copying whole chunks from the text despite being asked to answer in their own words. 

 
Essay :   A great variety in the written competence of candidates was observed, with some of them 

possessing an excellent command of the standard written variety of Italian and others who 
managed to distinguish between forms pertaining mainly to colloquial language and those that are 
more appropriate in writing. Marks were lost, on several occasions, because of spelling mistakes. 
In some instances these led to the loss of many marks, even though the essay was quite well 
organised and candidates showed an adequate competence of their written expression in Italian. 
Errors in grammar were mainly found in the choice of verbs (e.g. an illogical alternation between 
present and past forms) and the use of pronouns. Furthermore, a number of candidates did not 
obtain a satisfactory mark in their essay because of poor sentence construction: in this specific 
case, quite a few candidates found difficulties in syntax, and a number of them were incapable of 
writing complex sentences and limited their work to very basic constructions. Overall, many 
candidates wrote an adequate essay and possess good writing skills. They were capable of 
developing coherent ideas and presented them in an orderly manner. The main difference 
between those who obtained a satisfactory mark and those who did not was related to attention to 
spelling and grammar, and the capability of using sentence structures that demonstrate the ability 
to go beyond basic levels of writing in Italian. 

 
Literature : The literature component is the only one in the examination that required the studying of 

content. Consequently, the candidates who studied the text performed well. However, as in 
previous sessions, it was noted that a considerable number of candidates clearly did not 
bother to study the text. Most candidates found it extremely difficult to express themselves in 
Italian. Very few students showed they were capable enough to read and understand the 
questions asked. A worrying number of candidates ignored the questions and simply put 
down any information they knew about the characters and the story in general. Moreover, in 
certain questions that referred to particular episodes in the novel, various candidates opted 
to leave them unanswered or imagine/invent their own version of the plot. This indicates that 
the candidates took a very superficial approach to this section of the paper which carries 
almost one third of the global weighting. A worrying confirmation of this trend was observed 
in the number of candidates who opted not to attempt the literature question altogether, 
thereby losing 30 marks despite not doing badly in the other exercises. Considering that the 
novel is studied throughout the two-year course, much more is expected from the 
candidates. 
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