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Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2016 session of the examination.

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 6 12 26 16 6 9 4 79

% OF TOTAL 7.6 15.2 32.9 20.3 7.6 11.4 5.1 100

Part 2: Comments regarding candidates' performance

General Comments

The three-hour exam paper is divided into two sections. Section A consists of two essay questions and Section
B consists of two document-based questions. All four questions are compulsory and carry equal weighting.

The Board noted a general positive effort in essay-writing and comprehension skills demonstrated by candidates
in grades A to C. The overall importance of acquiring a sound knowledge of the factual basis and chronological
framework of history at an Intermediate level is once more emphasized. It is recommended that further reading
and writing should form an essential aspect of each candidate’s preparation. In particular, the document-based
questions, which represent half the total weighting of the exam, require analytical skills which can be best
acquired through reading and practice.  Additionally, limited or poor linguistic skills generally affect the
performance of candidates in the lower grades.

The Paper

Question 1 tested knowledge of Maltese history to 1921. It offered a choice between question 1 (a) on Maltese
constitutional history, question 1 (b) on the development of Maltese political parties between 1880 and 1921, and
question 1 (c) on the recommendations of the royal commissioners of 1878, and local reactions to them.
Question 1 (a) proved to be the most popular question, while questions 1 (b) and 1 (c) attracted relatively similar
numbers of respondents. The statement in 1 (a) included reference to ‘very slow progress’ and ‘periodic
setbacks’, which not all candidates addressed in their discussion. Several candidates tackling question 1 (b),
which enquired about the factors assisting in the formation of Maltese political parties, were only able to list the
main events, without attempting to answer the question properly. In question 1 (c) candidates were required to
discuss the principal recommendations of the royal commissioners, as well as local reactions to them, but the
latter part of the question was overlooked in several answers.

Question 2 tested knowledge of European history from 1789 to the late nineteenth century. Candidates were
offered a choice between question 2 (a) on Italian unification, question 2 (b) on the 1848 revolutions in the
Austrian empire, and question 2 (c) on Bismarck’s strategy versus rival powers on the way to German
unification. The most popular choice was question 2 (a), followed by question 2 (c). Surprisingly in view of the
central topic of the 1848 revolutions, few candidates chose question 2 (b). Question 2 (a) provided a broad
essay question on the obstacles which were overcome in order to reach the unification of Italy. Several students
were able to show a good grasp of the historical facts. Answers to question 2 (b) on the revolutions of 1848 in
the Austrian empire were reasonably well-informed, although somewhat weak where the part of the question
dealing with the consequences was concerned. Question 2 (c) on the way Bismarck dealt with potential rival
powers in his plans for German unification was mainly answered in terms of the series of wars fought up to 1871.



IM EXAMINERS' REPORT MAY 2016

3

Question 3 tested knowledge of nineteenth century Maltese history. It offered a choice between 3 (a) based on
a passage from a House of Commons debate held on 8 May 1848, on Maltese demands for representation, and
3 (b) an extract from a nineteenth century ‘Dictionary of Political Economy’ which commented on the role of
Malta in the imperial route to India. Question 3 (b) proved to be more popular. Candidates attempting 3 (a) were
generally able to identify the principal Maltese constitutional demands (i), and explain British reluctance at
granting them (ii). The measures adopted by the British, including the constitution of 1849, were generally
identified (v). Several candidates were unable to comment on the international events providing the background
to the document (iii). A number of candidates could not identify Governor More O’Ferrall and write a short
paragraph on what distinguished his governorship. (iv). Question 3 (b) tested knowledge of Malta’s strategic
value as a fortress and a base along the route to India (i, ii). These aspects were generally identified well. The
importance of the opening of the Suez Canal for Malta (iii) and the transit trade for the Maltese economy (iv)
were also underlined in a good number of answers. A number of candidates were unable to write a short
paragraph on the main activities characterizing the Maltese economy in the late 1800s (v).

Question 4 tested knowledge of nineteenth century European history. It offered a choice between 4 (a) based
on an extract from writings of Giuseppe Mazzini in 1832, and 4 (b) based on an extract from the Constitution of
King Louis Philippe in 1830. Comparatively equal numbers of candidates attempted question 4 (a) and 4 (b).
Question 4 (a) was based on a passage written by Mazzini in 1832, in which he outlined the principles of Young
Italy. Candidates generally answered (i) on the role of Mazzini in Italian nationalism well. They also showed a
good understanding of Mazzini’s emphasis on Italian unity (ii), and his reference to Italy’s neighbours (iii).
Several candidates found it difficult to explain the general reference to transformations in Europe (iv), and to
explain why Mazzini and others were critical of the path taken by a unified Italy (v).  Question 4 (b), based on the
Constitution of the King of the French in 1830, tested knowledge of the transformation of France as a result of
the 1830 revolution. Candidates were generally able to write a paragraph on Louis Philippe (i) and identify the
principles behind the Constitution (ii). Some candidates found it difficult to explain the reference to ‘the right to
publish’ (iii). Most candidates showed a good knowledge of the events of 1830 (iv and v).

Chairperson
Examination Panel 2016


