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Part 1: Statistical Information

Two hundred and twenty-eight (228) candidates registered for the May Intermediate examination in
Religious Knowledge. When compared to the examination conducted in the previous year, there was a
decrease of 39 Candidates.

Table 1: MATSEC Intermediate Level Religious Knowledge, May 2017
Distribution of Grades

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 11 13 49 45 31 57 21 227

% OF TOTAL 4.8 5.7 21.6 19.8 13.7 25.1 9.3 100
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Part 2: Comments regarding Candidates’ Performance

Although the examiners are fairly satisfied with the performance of the candidates, they still feel that there
is room for more improvement by the candidates sitting for this examination. The improvement can be
achieved if candidates do not simply reproduce the notes they have taken in class, but try and work
things out in a clear and logically coherent way. Candidates need to be more critical and argue towards
the desired point of view in a more convincing way.

Block answers for questions which are divided into two or more sub-questions should be avoided.
Candidates should answer each part of the question marked differently in a clear way, while
distinguishing their answers by clearly stating which part of the question they are answering, thus
avoiding leaving such a task to the discretion of the marker of the script.

Candidates must read the questions well before attempting an answer. Taking time to read questions well
will surely help Candidates focus more on what is being asked and give only essential information which
is required.

Remarks on Specific Questions

Candidates had to answer all 10 questions in Section A and choose another 3 questions from 5 in Section
B. The questions in Section A carry 4 marks each, to a total of 40% of the entire weight of the marks.
Each question in Section B carried 20 marks, thus Section B had a weight of 60% of the entire marks. An
analysis of the frequencies of responses to the questions and the average score obtained for each
question is revealing.

Table 2: Analysis of candidates’ performance on each question

N % of total
candidates
answering

the
question

Maximum
possible

mark

Lowest
mark

obtained

Highest
mark

obtained

Average
mark

Standard
Deviation

Section A 206 40 4 37 18.4 6.6
Section B

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4
Q5

90
99

115
138
171

43.7%
48%

55.8%
67%
83%

20
20
20
20
20

1
1
0
1
1

19
19
20
20
18

9.5
9.3
9.7
7.7
8.5

4.8
4.1
5.1
4.7
3.6

Section A

This section was divided into 10 short questions where candidates were asked to answer in brief,
paragraph form. The following is an in-depth analysis of how the Candidates answered each question in
this section, and some general comments on this section at the very end.

Question 1:  In what way did miracles make the Kingdom of God real?

Most answers to this question were only partially correct. Most Candidates mentioned the fact that the
miracles manifested clearly the Divine nature of Jesus, but they did not specify the significance of healing
and salvation and the relationship between the two. Also, only a few Candidates understood the concept
of the ‘Kingdom of God’ and spoke about the implications of the miracles of Jesus for humanity, and for
every human being.
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Question 2:  Jesus is the Anointed one of God, the Messiah. By whose power was He anointed?

Most answers to this question were correct in that they mentioned the Holy Spirit, but there were others
who just said that the power of Jesus came from God, thus repeating a detail mentioned already in the
question.

Question 3: What is the Docetist heresy about?

The great majority of the Candidates failed to answer this question correctly. They wrote many things that
have nothing to do with the question. They simply did not have an idea of what the Docetist heresy is all
about. Other answers got it wrong as they said that the heresy consisted in the belief that Jesus was only
human, and not divine, and not the other way round.

Question 4: What is exorcism?

Most Candidates had partially correct answers for this question. They knew that exorcism has to do with
the devil or with evil spirits but they did not mention the Church’s prayers in Christ’s name, and the
importance of prayer to protect the possessed person from threats, and freeing him or her from the power
of evil and the devil. For some Candidates exorcism means the act of diabolic possession itself, and not
the act of freeing the person from evil by the Church through a priest, in the name of Christ.

Question 5:  What is absolution?

A considerable number of Candidates answered this question correctly, defining absolution as the
forgiveness of sins. However, there were others who did not. Of these, some think that absolution is when
the Church excommunicates someone, and others simply associate it with something negative and not
with the forgiveness of sins.

Question 6: In the Old Testament, which tribe was called to the priesthood, and what was the role of
priests?

Most Candidates answered this question incorrectly. They did not have an idea of the answer to the first
part, and in fact many of them skipped it. As to the second part they wrote about the role of the priests in
administering the sacraments, thus not making a distinction between priesthood in the Old and the New
Testament.

Question 7:  Which attitudes are required by children towards their parents?

Most Candidates answered this question correctly, many of them in full way. They mentioned the respect,
gratitude and obedience that children owe their parents, as well as their moral duty to contribute to the
growth in harmony and holiness in family life. Most of them even mentioned the adult children’s duty to
give their parents material and moral support whenever they find themselves in situations of distress,
sickness, loneliness, or old age.

Question 8: How is Abraham a model of prayer?

The majority of Candidates gave incorrect or only partially correct answers to this question. They were
aware of who Abraham is, and many of them even mentioned his faith in God, but they were unable to
speak about the way Abraham used to pray and his attitude towards prayer, and how this revealed his
faith in God. For example, only a few Candidates mentioned intercession as a type of prayer which
Abraham used to intercede for sinners in front of God.

Question 9:  What does intercession consist of? Give ONE example from the Old Testament.

Most Candidates do not have an idea of what the word ‘intercession’ means. Some of them think that it
implies prayers of petition or forgiveness. Only a few provided correct answers.
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Question 10: Explain the prayer ‘Deliver us from Evil’.

Very few Candidates understand that the word ‘Evil’ refers to the devil in this case, and that in this part of
the Our Father we always pray to be freed from the devil and his traps. Most of those Candidates who
gave partially correct answers to this question only said that we pray to God so that he does not let or
permit anything bad to happen to us.

General Comments on Section A:

Most Candidates were well prepared. Still, there were a few questions which many candidates did not
answer well because they did not have any idea of the meaning of the words or the terms used. Others
confused terms. A considerable number of candidates are selective as to what they read and study, and
most of them rely too much on studying by heart.

It is quite disappointing to note the lack of candidates’ skills in evaluating, analyzing and applying what
they have learnt to different contexts. Most of them could not provide answers with a certain level of depth
thus demonstrating a low level of maturity, in the sense that they study in a mechanical way, without
really reflecting upon and assimilating what they would have covered in the syllabus.

Section B

Question 1

Question 1 was a question with a variety of sub-questions ranging from the proof of God’s existence, to
the existence of evil, and to a number of terms which needed to be explained by the candidates.
A good number of candidates attempted this question but very few knew all the five ways which St
Thomas Aquinas gave us to prove the existence of God. Those who did not know the five ways gave
various others ways which can be used to prove the existence of God which are good in themselves, but
which are not those which St Thomas Aquinas gave us.
The majority of Candidates attempting this question explained the existence of how evil entered the
human race, that is through Adam and Eve, rather than how one explains the existence of evil.
The third part of this question, where candidates were asked to explain some terms, was well answered.
Candidates knew how to explain the terms.

Question 2

This question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the Eucharist, with reference to the Eucharist in the
Bible.
In the first part of the question, candidates were asked to mention three references to the Eucharist in the
Bible. The most common answers included the Last Supper, the death of Jesus on the cross, and
freedom from bondage in Egypt. Others referred to the Emmaus narrative and the story of the loaves and
of the fish.

In the second part, candidates were asked to explain two sentences Jesus said about the Eucharist.
Many referred to the sentences Jesus said while instituting this sacrament. It was only a few who referred
to sentences we find in the Gospel of Saint John, which include “I am the bread of life … I am the living
bread … those who eat my flesh and drink my blood…”.
With reference to the last part of this question, candidates lost marks because when defining the
Eucharist, most only mentioned thanksgiving, but left out praise. Most fared well in explaining the
memorial of Christ’s Passover sacrifice and the four parts of the Eucharistic rite.
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Question 3

Question 3 was on Natural Law, the Old Law and the New Law.
Most candidates knew what we mean by the Natural Law. However only few of the candidates knew that
it does not depend on any religion. The most common example cited by the candidates came from the
fifth commandment.
With regards to the New Law given to us by Jesus, most candidates knew that it helps us to live the 10
commandments and that it is the law of love but only a few knew that it was given to us by Jesus after
having setting us an example.
The third part of the question presented the least difficulty to the candidates since most of them were
correct in their answers.

Question 4

This question tested various aspects about the Church.
The first part was about the scriptural images of the Church. Although the majority mentioned the three
correct answers (People of God, Body of Christ, Temple of the Holy Spirit), others gave the following
wrong answers: Bride of Christ, field, sty, several parables, and family.
With regards to the biblical foundations and the four marks of the Church, most answers were correct.
In the last part of this question, candidates were asked to explain a quote from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. Candidates knew the definition of salvation and sign, however correct answers were
lacking when defining sacrament, instrument and communion. Only a few candidates wrote quotations
from the Bible.

Question 5:

In question 5, the candidates were assessed on the commandments and in particular on the seventh and
the tenth commandments.
The seventh commandment states that “You shall not steal”, while the tenth commandment states that
“You shall not covet anything that is your neighbour’s”. Almost two thirds of the candidates did not know
the answer.
Since question 5 (b) was related to (a), most candidates gave answers that were practically out of point.
Some still managed to earn some marks.
Alternatively, candidates managed to earn marks on question 5 (c) and (d). Given that (d) carried 6
marks, candidates were expected to give more than just a short answer of what the tenth commandment
forbids.

Chairperson
Examination Panel 2017


