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SECTION 1: STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

1.1 Total Number of candidates: 

 

A total of 228 candidates registered to sit for the Intermediate examination in Sociology in May 

2018, 21 more than in May 2017 (207). The number of absentees in May 2018 was 27. This 

absentee rate of 11.8% is slightly higher than the May 2017 rate of 9.2% and echoes the 

increasing trend noted last year.  

1.2 Distribution of grades in Intermediate level Sociology May, 2018 

 

The number of candidates who obtained grade A, B or C in May 2018 was, in absolute numbers, 

102 and therefore 9 more than in May 2017 (93). The relative weight in percentage terms for 

the two years remained stable : 44.7% in 2018 as compared to 44.9% in 2017. 

The number of candidates who obtained grade D or E in May 2018 was, in absolute numbers, 

62 and therefore 3 more than in May 2017 (59). This is less in relative weight (27.2%) than in 

2017 where 28.5% of candidates scored D or E.  

 

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 

No of candidates 18 24 51 34 25 36 19 207 

Total %  8.7 11.6 24.6 16.4 12 17.4 9.2 100 

 

Table 1 MATSEC Intermediate Level Sociology, May 2017 distribution of Grades 

 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 18 27 57 36 26 37 27 228 

% OF TOTAL 7.9 11.8 25.0 15.8 11.4 16.2 11.8 100 

 

Table 2 MATSEC Intermediate Level Sociology, May 2018 distribution of Grades 

 

In May 2018 the number of failures (Grade F) was, in absolute numbers, 37. This is 1 more 

than last year (36), which however translates to a reduction in relative terms with 16.2% of 

total candidates failing, compared to 17.4% in May 2017. 
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SECTION 2:  EXAMINERS’ COMMENTS ON CANDIDATES’ 

PERFORMANCE 

2.1 General Comments 

Question 1 was compulsory and focused on the core thematic area of Culture and Identity. This 

was split into five components with marks allocated to reflect the expected detail in the 

responses, totalling to 33. The candidates were then presented with four other questions 

focusing on the thematic areas of Family, Religion, Media and Communication, Welfare and 

Social Policy. Candidates were required to answer two of these four questions. All had a 

maximum total of 33 marks.  

2.1.2 Descriptive summary of marks allocated 

 

 
 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 

TOTAL submitted scripts:  201      

Total responses for Q 201 177 113 68 40 

% Of total scripts  100% 88% 56% 34% 20% 

MEDIAN mark for question 22 22 22 20 23 

MODE  for question 24 23 22 23 25 

 

2.2 General Overview of responses to compulsory question 1 

 

Question 1 focused on the topic of ‘Culture and Identity’ which is the core thematic area of the 

MATSEC syllabus. This question was compulsory and divided into 5 sections, each with a 

different mark allocation which offered students an indicative guideline of the length and depth 

expected in their response.  

 

The questions were designed to test candidates’ knowledge and understanding of basic aspects 

of culture and identity that are addressed at Intermediate level. In terms of analytical 

requirements, the questions focused primarily on demonstrating knowledge and comprehension 

which fall within the lower levels of cognitive thinking of Bloom’s Taxonomy (by listing examples 

and briefly describing and discussing main sociological aspects) and did not specifically request 

students to evaluate, critically appraise, compare or carry out in-depth analysis of the subject 

matter.  

 

The distribution of marks under Questions 1(a), 1(b) and 1(c) demonstrate that most 

candidates have a good grasp of the foundations of sociological analysis in terms of culture and 

identity. The majority of candidates managed to successfully respond to all the questions posed. 

It was positively noted that a good number of candidates went beyond the expected response 

offered in the model answers. A good number of candidates also went beyond the descriptive by 

presenting an analytical and critical reflection and complementing response through theoretical 

material. A good number of candidates were also able to contextualize their response through 

the application of concrete and practical examples. As was the case last year, the length and 

detail offered by some of the candidates, went beyond the allocated marks for each question. 

Some candidates even presented an essay type response.  
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Question 1a: Very briefly describe what is meant by the term ‘culture’. (max 6 

marks) 

This question was answered correctly by the large majority of candidates who provided a 

comprehensive and in-depth definition of culture. Most candidates demonstrated good 

knowledge of the different components of culture and also made reference to different types of 

cultural and sub-cultural categorizations. Most candidates also referred to how culture is 

transmitted inter-generationally through socialization. 

 

Question 1b: Briefly discuss why sociologists argue that identity is socially 

constructed.  (max 10 marks) 

The large majority of candidates presented a highly detailed explanation and discussion of how 

identity is socially constructed through the socialization process. Most candidates made 

reference to both primary and secondary socialization processes and agencies. A significant 

number of candidates also made reference to theoretical work on identity formation by for 

example referring to the works of Goffman and Cooley. However, in general, further reference 

could have been made to highlight the nature vs nurture debate and the relevance of both 

structure and action theories. 

 

Question 1.c: List 3 types of identity. (max 3 marks)   

Being a relatively easy question, almost all candidates responded correctly by mentioning 3 

types of identity. A good number of candidates did not only list these types of identity but also 

gave an explanation of the types of identities mentioned. The majority of responses referred to 

personal, social and collective identity; as well as to primary, secondary and tertiary identity. 

Some candidates also referred to more specific types of identities such as national identity, 

gender identity, ethnic identity, working class identity and sub-cultural identity. A few others 

referred to factors that impact on identity such as nationality, age, gender and religious beliefs.      

 

Question 1d. What is meant by the term ‘hegemonic gender identity’? (max 6 

marks) 

Candidates who presented a good quality response demonstrated a good understanding of the 

term ‘hegemonic gender identity’. These candidates explained how the differences between 

genders are socially constructed by the agencies of socialisation. Moreover these candidates 

made reference to the hegemonic masculine characteristics and the hegemonic feminine 

characteristics and to the gender stereotypes which are constructed by society. Moreover those 

who scored lower marks misunderstood the term ‘hegemonic gender identity’ and confused it 

with ‘homosexuality’.  

 

Question 1e: Describe how living in a media-saturated society impacts on an 

individual’s identity (max 8 marks)  

The candidates briefly explained how the media has an impact on one’s identity. Reference was 

made to Bauman’s theory on ‘shopping identities’ and Baudrillard’s work on globalised popular 

culture.  

  



EXAMINERS’ REPORT: IM SOCIOLOGY (FIRST SESSION 2018) 

  

 

Page 4 of 5 

 

2.3 Overview of responses to questions 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Candidates were required to answer 2 out of the remaining 4 questions. Q2 was, by far the one 

most frequently answered (88%), and Q5 the least frequent (28%). 56% of candidates 

responded to Q3 and 34% to Q4.  The lowest median mark was 20 (for Q3) and the highest was 

23 for the question with the least responses - Q5. Q2 and Q4 had medians of 22. 

 

Question 2: Why do Feminist sociologists consider the traditional nuclear family 

as being patriarchal?  

This was by far the most frequently selected question. Most of the responses demonstrated 

knowledge and understanding of main tenets of feminist theory within the context of the family. 

There was generally good evidence of familiarity with the literature, with a good number of 

candidates providing a good quality response by referring in detail to the different strands of 

Feminist theories, including Liberal, Marxist, Radical and Difference Feminism. Some of the 

better quality responses included some critical input by comparing and contrasting the Feminist 

perspective to the Functionalist perspective of the family. In contrast, there were some poor 

responses based on general knowledge of patriarchal families with no reference to any 

Sociological theories.  

 

Question 3: Describe and briefly compare the Functionalist and Marxist 

perspectives on religion 

This was the second most frequently selected question and was generally well tackled.  Most of 

the candidates who answered this question demonstrated a good understanding of the 

Functionalist and Marxist perspectives on Religion. The better responses were offered by 

candidates who were able to compare and contrast the difference in perspectives and who also 

added a critical viewpoint to their answer. The poorer responses were characterised by 

descriptive accounts of the two perspectives, with little or no engagement in comparative 

argument.  

 

Question 4: In what ways is the media an influential aspect of contemporary 

societies? Refer to sociological theories in your answer. 

The candidates who presented good quality responses to this question offered a critical 

argument on the impact that the media is having on our contemporary society. Most of these 

candidates made reference to Mc Quail’s theory on the media and to the Marxist perspective of 

the media. On the other hand those who scored lower marks generally gave a descriptive 

account on how the media is influencing our society, without any reference to sociological 

theories.  
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Question 5. Explain what Esping-Anderson meant by the ‘three worlds of welfare’ 

This question was the least frequently selected by candidates, however students who did, 

performed above the average when compared with responses to other questions. The good 

quality responses clearly explained the ‘three worlds of welfare’ referring to the relevant 

literature, highlighting the issues of Decommodification, Social Stratification and Private-public 

mix.  On the other hand there were candidates who offered their own views about the concept 

of welfare without making any reference to Esping-Anderson’s theory, and the low marks 

allocated to these responses reflected this.  

 

Chairperson 
Examiners’ Panel 2018 

 

 


