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Statistical Information 
 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 13 16 19 16 12 - - 2 2 80 

PAPER B - - - 2 1 3 4 1 2 13 

TOTAL 13 16 19 18 13 3 4 3 4 93 

% OF TOTAL 14.0 17.2 20.4 19.4 14.0 3.2 4.3 3.2 4.3 100.0 

Paper 1 

Section I – Power and People 

 

1. (a) Candidates were able to identify the three characteristics of democracy. While the 

great majority of candidates who sat for Paper 2A gave a good explanation of the principle 

of subsidiarity, this was not the case with candidates of Paper 2B.  

 (b) The same remarks can be made when it comes to examples of the application of the 

principle of democracy at the local level in European countries.  

2. (a) The great majority of candidates of Paper 2A gave a good explanation of the role of 

the European Court of Human Rights.  

 (b) Similarly, candidates answered correctly on the role of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union.  In both instances, however, responses by candidates in Paper 2B left 

much to be desired since they did not include a comprehension of the proper processes of 

both European institutions 

 (c) This question which referred to the European Court of Auditors, was answered 

incorrectly by a significant number of candidates in Paper A and almost all candidates in 

Paper B.  

3. (a) This question about the four freedoms of the European Union, was answered correctly 

by nearly all candidates.  

 (b) The majority of candidates chose to elaborate on freedom of movement as one of the 

four freedoms in the European Union.  

4. (a) Candidates in Paper A grasped the meaning of the concepts of ‘absolute’ and ‘relative’ 

poverty as was demonstrated by their correct explanation. 

 (b) Most candidates mentioned correct examples of indicators of wealth and poverty.  

However, nearly all responses by candidates in Paper B showed a lack of understanding of 

the concepts of ‘absolute’ and ‘relative’ poverty, and consequently gave irrelevant 

examples.  

5 (a) Nearly all candidates gave good examples of structural violence in Europe, such as: 

war, terrorism and ethnic discrimination.  

 (b) Both processes of ‘dialogue’ and ‘deadlock’ as peace-making strategies were well 

explained by candidates in Paper 2A.  Those who opted for Paper 2B seemed to have 

some vague idea of what dialogue and deadlock imply, but their way of expressing it was 

very superficial and lacked the real meaning of the process.  
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Section II – Economic Development and Changes 

 

6 

(a) A substantial majority of candidates showed their understanding of the difference 

between tertiary and quaternary sectors of production. 

  

 (b) The majority of candidates gave correct examples for each of the economic sectors.

  

7. (a) Candidates in Paper 2A explained correctly what TNCs are as opposed to non-

technical responses by candidates in Paper 2B.  

 (b) The concept of ‘trade gap’ was grasped by candidates in Paper 2A, but very rarely 

by candidates in Paper 2B.  

8. (a) A few of the candidates’ responses were inaccurate  since they only mentioned the 

new developments of  the Maastricht Treaty, without specifically referring to TENs as 

required by the question.  

 (b) Most candidates in Paper A gave correct examples of the benefits of the Maastricht 

Treaty.  Responses by candidates in Paper B were incorrect.  

9. (a) For several candidates EEA stands for European Economic Association when it 

should have been European Economic Area, and therefore, marks were lost.  

 (b) Most candidates were able to pinpoint correct examples of benefits of the EEA for 

non-European Union member states, whereas responses in Paper 2B were incorrect.

  

10. (a) The greater majority of responses correctly identified what rights the European 

Union  gives to online customers.  

 (b) Most candidates gave correct examples of positive and negative effects of online 

shopping.  

 

Section III – Demographic and Social Realities  

 

11. (a) When answering the question on life expectancy, the majority of candidates gave a 

correct answer. However, vague explanations lost marks.  

 (b) Most candidates answered this question correctly, although a good number failed to 

include the phrase ‘per 1000 live births’ in their response, thus losing marks.  

 (c) The question where candidates had to explain the term ‘dependency ratio’ was 

unsuccessfully answered by the greater majority of candidates.   

12. (a) Most candidates explained how the population density of a country is calculated.  

 (b) Most of the candidates’ answers confirm that they knew what is meant by ‘a 

sparsely populated country’.   

 (c) Most answers mentioned Malta as the densely populated country, while many others 

answered correctly the part of sparsely populated countries in Europe, giving examples 

such as Norway and Iceland.   
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13. (a) The majority of candidates gave a correct answer, such as: better education, good 

health services and a better diet.   

 (b) Most candidates either gave one or two implications from the stipulated three, thus 

losing some of the marks.  

14. (a) A substantial number of candidates found it difficult to define an ethnic minority as 

‘a group of people of a particular race or nationality living in a country or area where 

most people are from a different race or nationality’.  

 (b) The majority of candidates mentioned enrichment in food and cuisine, new customs 

and new languages spoken. A very few isolated responses incorrectly mentioned 

possible negative effects instead of positive outcomes  

15. (a) Nearly all candidates gave a correct answer by mentioning one major tourist 

destination and three characteristics that make it popular with tourists.  

 (b)  Some responses included less than three reasons as was stipulated in the question. 

  

 

Section IV – Europeans and their Environment  

 

16. (a) The majority of candidates answered this part of the question correctly, mostly 

identifying a healthy diet, non-smoking and avoiding substance abuse as factors which 

have a positive impact on a person’s health.  

 (b) The majority of candidates gave an incorrect definition of the term ‘prevalent 

diseases’, failing to specify that these are diseases which are present in a population in 

a given time.  

17. (a) A significant number of candidates seemed to be familiar with the term ‘sustainable 

development’, although some of the answers lacked a clear definition. 

 (b) While most of the responses contained adequate knowledge of the issues of 

development and conversion in the Camargue region in France, some of the answers 

lacked detail and consequently, obtained a lower mark.  

18. (a) Although the majority of candidates were able to identify three problems for people 

living in derelict inner-city areas, the explanation given was often too short and short of 

ideas.  

19. A significant number of candidates were able to identify correctly two changes which 

took place in the London Docklands since the 1980s.  

20. (a) While some answers contained adequate knowledge of the Mediterranean Blue Flag, 

others failed to give a clear definition of the term and, therefore, did not attain the full 

marks for this question.  

 (b) The majority of candidates found no difficulty in presenting four factors which pose 

a danger to the Mediterranean Sea.  

21. The answers given to this question showed that a considerable number of candidates 

are not familiar to the main types of climates in Europe.  
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Section V – The Cultural Heritage 

 

22. Most candidates gave correct answers to at least three from the six components that 

made up this question. However, there were instances where candidates mixed up the 

consequences of the Renaissance with the Enlightenment, or the Enlightenment with 

the French Revolution.  

23. (a) The majority of candidates gave a correct answer to this question linking the 

answer to the existence of nation-states, patriotism and the love of one’s country.   

 (b) Nearly all candidates answered correctly by stating as examples of excessive 

nationalism, the drive to set up nation-states in nineteenth-century Europe, the 

partition of Cyprus on ethnic lines, the desire to establish independent nation states 

from the colonial empires, the establishment of the Nazi and Fascist regimes in Europe 

between the Two World Wars.  

24. (a) The majority of candidates faired very well in this question, with answers that 

included three from the following: liberalism, socialism, communism, democracy.  

 (b) The majority of candidates managed to explain briefly the main political aim or 

feature that distinguished the political ideology chosen from the rest. The two most 

chosen by the candidates were socialism and communism.  

25. (a) When answering this question, the candidates stated that Voltaire was one of the 

most influential philosophers of the Enlightenment who emphasised on religious 

toleration and freedom of expression and conscience in his works.  

 (b) When explaining why the Enlightenment is also referred to as the ‘Age of Reason’ 

and to give an example from history to prove this point, most candidates gave some 

explanation about the main characteristics of the age such as the preceding Scientific 

Revolution, how people started to question established dogmas, tradition and 

superstitions and that there was a drive for learning, discovery and invention.  

Candidates however were less successful in mentioning a concrete example to prove 

the previous explanation. No candidate for example mentioned the publication of the 

first Encyclopédie by Diderot.  

26. (a) The greater majority of candidates answered correctly to the definition of ‘mass 

media’ and obtained the allocated marks. 

 (b) Similarly, nearly all candidates gave correct examples of mass media, such as the 

Internet, television, radio and newspapers.  

 (c) Most candidates answered the question correctly by stating one of the following 

points: the media influences people’s choices and ideas; it brings people of different 

cultures closer together; it increases international commerce; it make people more 

aware about the current world issues.  
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Paper 2A 
 

Section I – Power and People 

 

1. Answers by the great majority of candidates showed that respondents have mastered 

the contents in the European Studies Syllabus, and consequently they could explain 

concepts and processes involved.  This was clearly demonstrated by candidates’ ability 

to explain with good examples the concepts of pluralism and freedom of expression.  

2. A substantial majority of candidates gave a correct definition of the principle of 

decentralisation and how it is linked to the practice of democracy in Europe by 

mentioning and elaborating on the role of local councils, non-governmental 

organisations and pressure groups, and decision-taking at the local level, sometimes 

mentioning also examples from Malta.  

 

Section II – Economic Development and Changes 

  

3 Although the vast majority of candidates showed a clear understanding of the four 

sectors of work and production, some failed to give adequate examples of regions 

across Europe for each sector and, thus, did not obtain a high mark for this question.

  

4. While some of the candidates gave a detailed description of the relations between the 

EU and the other world trading blocs, several others lacked to present adequate 

arguments and to give the in-depth information required in order to attain full marks to 

this question.  

 

Section III – Demographic and Social Realities  

 

5. A number of essays lacked the necessary structure and presentation lacking separate 

paragraphs or a logical sequence. At times punctuation was missing or wrongly placed 

and sentence construction or meaning was at times faulty. Marks were lost due to the 

fact that some candidates focused either on the positive or on the negative impacts of 

the countries involved. Lower marks were given to those candidates who focused their 

answer on the first part of the question, i.e. on pull or push factors of migration.   

6. This was less popular than other questions. The problem with this question was that 

candidates failed to focus on the technological changes which in turn led to 

urbanisation, such as: railways, iron bridges across rivers, factory mills, industrial 

cities, and slum areas for the working class.  
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Section IV – Europeans and their Environment  

 

7.  The vast majority of candidates showed good knowledge and sensitivity to the issue of 

climate change, successfully identifying a number of measures taken at national level 

which aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. However some of the answers lacked 

an adequate overview of the initiatives taken by the EU to tackle this problem.  

8. A significant number of candidates showed sound knowledge of the importance of a 

combination of diet and exercise as the best strategy for optimal health. Meanwhile, the 

answers given by some candidates were not elaborate enough to qualify for a high 

mark.  

 

Section V – The Cultural Heritage 

 

9. This question was attempted by only four candidates from a total of 91. The candidates 

who attempted this question dedicated the greater share of their answer to discuss the 

Ancient Greek and Roman cultural and historical heritage but offered little or no 

mention of the Middle Ages. Instead, the answer included some of the cultural and 

artistic achievements of the Renaissance, which were not relevant to the question. The 

average mark of the candidates who attempted this question was 11 out of 20.  

10. This question was attempted by twenty five candidates from a total of 91. Most 

candidates managed to discuss between three to four main causes for the outbreak of 

the Two World Wars. The most mentioned causes for World War I were: the economic 

and colonial rivalry between the Great Powers, the arms and naval race, the two rival 

alliances, and the assassination in Sarajevo in 1914. The most mentioned causes for 

World War II were: the rise of Hitler and the Nazis to power in Germany, the ambition 

of Mussolini in creating a Mediterranean Italian Empire, Hitler’s determination to undo 

the Treaty of Versailles, and the invasion of Poland by Nazi Germany in 1939. The 

average mark of the candidates who attempted this question was 15 out of 20.  

  



EXAMINERS’ REPORT: SEC EUROPEAN STUDIES (MAIN SESSION 2018) 

  

 

Page 7 of 9 

 

Paper 2B 

Section I – Power and People 

 

1. (a) The answers to this question lacked depth and analysis as could be seen in the 

manner that pluralism was defined and explained.  

 (b) Some of the candidates offered a relatively good answer in explaining freedom of 

expression. However, some of the responses did not offer concrete examples of how 

freedom of expression is experienced and practiced by European citizens.   

 (c) A few responses mixed the Four Freedoms in the European Union with freedoms 

enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.  

However the majority succeeded to give a brief outline of each of the four freedoms.

  

2. (a) Candidates managed to identify good examples of non-violent and violent peace-

keeping processes in Europe. 

 (b) Most responses only offered a superficial commentary on the advantages of non-

violent peace-making processes. 

 (c)Most candidates mentioned ETA as a separatist terrorist organisation operating in 

Spain and mentioned bombings and assassination of high profile military and 

government officials in their modus operandi. However, a significant majority of 

candidates did not discuss the consequences of this terrorist movement on the Basque 

region and on Spanish citizens in general. 

 

Section II – Economic Development and Changes 

  

3 (a) (i) The majority of candidates gave a clear description of quaternary industries. 

             (ii) The vast majority of candidates have a sound knowledge of what is meant by ‘e- 

commerce’.  

 (b) A considerable number of candidates failed to explain how quaternary industries 

and e-commerce complement each other, although they could outline the difference 

between the traditional primary and secondary sectors and the quaternary sector.  

 (c) The answers given to this question were greatly lacking in detail and not enough 

arguments were presented to show the benefits of the quaternary industry and e-

commerce to the economy of European countries.  

4. (a) The vast majority of candidates answered this question correctly in mentionining 

four types of transport systems in Europe.  

 (b) Answers to this question showed that a significant number of candidates found it 

difficult to identify two transport challenges and two energy challenges faced by 

European citizens.  

 (c) Since this question is a continuation to the previous question, a considerable 

number of candidates failed to adequately discuss the strategies adopted by Malta and 

other European countries to address such challenges.  
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Section III – Demographic and Social Realities  

 

5. (a) The vast majority answered correctly when defining the word ‘migration’.  

 (b) The vast majority answered this correctly and also gave correct examples of push 

and pull factors of migration.  

 (c) Some candidates did not answer this question correctly since they mentioned 

examples of non-environmental push factors.  

 (d) As with previous question, there were some who failed to mention ‘social’ pull 

factors of migration as stipulated in the question.  

 (e) Most candidates answered this question correctly but some others did not elaborate 

or offer enough content.   

6. (a) Most candidates gave a correct explanation why the Industrial Revolution is referred 

to an era of revolution.   

 (b) Most candidates managed to outline the differences between the manufacturing of 

textiles before and during the Industrial Revolution.  

 (c) Some candidates lost marks because they did not focus on children’s hardships as 

specified in the question, but rather on the population as a whole.  

 (d) Some candidates went out of point and instead of discussing the negative impact of 

mass migration to industrial cities, they focused on migration in general.  

 

Section IV – Europeans and their Environment  

 

7. (a) The majority of candidates were able to clearly identify two human activities which 

influence the earth’s temperature.  

 (b) Almost all candidates showed sound knowledge of the impact of climate change on 

agriculture and food production.   

 (c) The majority of candidates found no difficulty in identifying four other effects of 

global climate change, mainly making reference to rising sea levels and extreme 

weather conditions.  

 (d) Although this question focused principally on climate change as one of the key 

areas of The Europe 2020 strategy, only a few candidates seemed to be familiar to this 

EU initiative and most found difficulty in elaborating on the topic.  

8. (a) The majority of candidates were capable of identifying the main characteristics of 

the Mediterranean diet which make it one of the most beneficial diets for a person’s 

health.    

 (b) A significant number of candidates were able to name and discuss five benefits of 

exercise for a person’s health and wellbeing.  



EXAMINERS’ REPORT: SEC EUROPEAN STUDIES (MAIN SESSION 2018) 

  

 

Page 9 of 9 

 

 (c) Most of the candidates answered this question successfully, mainly making 

reference to educating children on the importance of a healthy lifestyle and organising 

activities in the community promoting physical exercise and health awareness.  

 

Section V – The Cultural Heritage 

 

9. This question was not attempted by any candidates who sat for Paper 2B.  

10. This question was not attempted by any candidates who sat for Paper 2B. 

 

Chairperson 

Examiners’ Panel 2018 

 


