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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

 

The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Environmental Studies was 1278. Of these 

registrations, 870 opted for Paper IIA and 408 opted for Paper IIB.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2019 session of the examination 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 40 81 175 247 170 - - 143 14 870 

PAPER B - - - 32 90 57 44 137 48 408 

TOTAL 40 81 175 279 260 57 44 280 62 1278 

% OF TOTAL 3.1 6.3 13.7 21.8 20.3 4.5 3.4 21.9 4.9 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Environmental Studies May 2019 session of the examination 

B. GENERAL REMARKS 

 

The examiners moderated a total of 262 projects in 5 state and church schools. In addition 10 projects 

submitted by private candidates were corrected, and private candidates were called for an interview. 

1. The following remarks reflect comments made by the moderators: 

2. Projects were well planned, providing table of content, a division into chapters, illustrations with 

captions, and a bibliography. 

3. Some projects still lack captions for pictures, references, and graphs. 

4. A number of projects did not have the title clearly indicated on the front page. Candidates should be 

clearly instructed to produce a standard title page including name and surname of candidate, ID 

number, school and class (when applicable) and the title of the project. 

5. Several candidates did on-site research and/or data-collection, which is positive. Candidates should 

be encouraged to conduct research on the field and at the sites. 

6. The marking scheme should be attached to the project, duly filled in by the teacher. This is available 

on the MATSEC website. 

Environmental Studies May 2019 Examination: General Remarks 

1. Some candidates still lack understanding of terms and concepts while others seem to be unaware of 

some topics in the syllabus 

2. Many candidates opted to alternate between English and Maltese when answering the questions. 

However, there seems to be a reducing trend compared to previous years. 

3. Several candidates were unable to express themselves coherently whether in English or in Maltese.  

4. A few candidates still do not follow the rubric of Paper II, resulting in the loss of marks and an overall 

poor performance.  

5. Some candidates did not write the number of the questions answered in the space provided on the 

front page of the scripts. 

6. Some option 2A candidates could produce a well-structured argument and appropriately written 

answers. This was not the case in most option 2B scripts. 
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7. Option 2B candidates often produced one word answers or phrases rendering their answers vague 

and/or incomprehensible. 

8. In Paper 1 Section B, it has become a trend that candidates perform very badly in question 1 of this 

section.  

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

 

PAPER I 

Section A 

Note: Average Marks obtained per question, categorized for Option A and Option B, are shown below. 

Question 1  

Option A: 2.6 / 3 

Option B: 1.6 / 3 

 

The vast majority of Paper A candidates obtained full marks when answering this question. A number of 

Paper B candidates were unable to state the rock ‘family’ Maltese geological formations belong to. 

Question 2 

Option A: 1.0 / 4 

Option B: 0.2 / 4 

 

This question was answered incorrectly by most option 2A candidates, and nearly all option 2B candidates. 

They were unable to describe and outline how gorges and meanders are formed. Quite a number of 

candidates had no idea what gorges and meanders are and simply referred to ‘river gorges’ and ‘river 

meanders’ locating these in the North African continent.  

Question 3 

Option A: 4.7 / 5 

Option B: 3.9 / 5 

 

Most candidates obtained full marks from this question. The Mediterranean region volcano mentioned by 

most was Mt Etna. The majority of candidates successfully mentioned a series of valid beneficial and harmful 

effects relating to volcanic activity. 

Question 4 

Option A: 1.7 / 2 

Option B: 1.3 / 2 

 

Many candidates obtained full marks when answering this question. The most commonly mentioned soil 

protection measure was field terracing and valid explanations were given on why this is a beneficial measure 

for soil conservation. 

Question 5 

Option A: 1.8 / 3 

Option B: 1.2 / 3 
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The majority of option 2A candidates provided valid answers. However, quite a few candidates, of both 2A 

and 2B options, confused Undulant Fever with Cholera and stated that Sette Giugno was a direct result of 

the Royal Commission of 1836. Very few candidates were able to give one effect of the 1836 Royal 

Commission on the state of education.   

Question 6 

Option A: 1.6 / 3 

Option B: 0.7 / 3 

 

Many, mostly option 2A candidates, answered this question correctly and pointed to either the Plague 

and/or Cholera as being an epidemic disease afflicting nineteenth-century Malta. A substantial number of 

Paper B candidates did not understand the meaning of the word ‘epidemic’ and pointed to ‘Sette Giugno’ or 

the ‘Language Question’ as being epidemics influencing Malta.  

Question 7 

Option A: 0.7 / 2 

Option B: 0.2 / 2 

 

The majority of candidates failed to answer this question correctly. There were also a substantial number of 

candidates who left this question unanswered. Most of the candidates gave wrong answers, such as: St 

John’s Co-Cathedral, one of the megalithic temples, Fort St Elmo, Baroque or Neo-Classical architecture, etc. 

Question 8  

Option A: 0.9 / 2 

Option B: 0.5 / 2 

 

The greater majority of candidates failed to make a clear distinction between fortifications of the Grand 

Harbour and the coastal fortifications built by the Order in Malta. Some candidates managed to mention one 

correct feature that is common to the Grand Harbour fortifications, namely that these were made up of a 

complex network of fortifications equipped with numerous cannons intended to withstand a long siege. In 

such cases, candidates were awarded one mark. Most of the candidates however gave vague description 

without providing a clear difference between the two. The most common response of this type was that the 

Grand Harbour fortifications were intended to defend Valletta and/or the Grand Harbour against the enemy 

while the coastal fortifications were to defend Malta from an enemy attack. 

Question 9 

Option A: 1.6 / 3 

Option B: 1.0 / 3 

 

Many students were aware of ways Heritage Malta helps to conserve and protect our heritage. Some 

managed to give the explanation without the example. Most candidates managed to attain at least one mark 

when they mentioned one correct site which was recently restored by Heritage Malta or an NGO. Only a 

small minority of candidates gave a satisfactory answer to justify the full three marks allocated to this 

question. 
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Question 10 

Option A: 1.9 / 2 

Option B: 1.6 / 2 

 

The majority of candidates were able to explain the difference between import and export, although a good 

number of them had trouble communicating the answer. A handful of candidates swapped the meaning of 

the two terms and lost the two marks allocated to this question. 

Question 11  

Option A: 1.8 / 4 

Option B: 1.3 / 4 

 

The majority of candidates mentioned one social benefit, the most common response being the use of 

protection gear in dangerous jobs such as the construction industry. Candidates who expanded their answer 

further by adding safety equipment, training in first aid and how to prevent accidents offered by the 

employers were given the additional marks. 

Question 12  

Option A: 0.7 / 1 

Option B: 0.4 / 1 

 

This question was correctly answered by most option 2A candidates. About half the option 2B candidates 

answered correctly. This basic knowledge is expected at this level. 

Question 13 

Option A: 3.6 / 6 

Option B: 2.6 / 6 

 

Very few candidates obtained the full marks. Most failed to mention six benefits and/or challenges. Some 

candidates stated that multiculturalism was the result of the tourism industry. Some candidates mentioned 

points which were of less importance, then failed to mention the main issues. 

Section B  

Question 1 Text on built heritage 

 

Option A: 13.6 / 25 

Option B: 8.3 / 25 

 

Q1a. 

Most candidates had no idea of what ‘Karstic’ rocks are let alone how these form. Some, however, did 

correlate these to garigue landscapes but did not elaborate further. Overall scoring in this question was a 

very low. 

Q1b. 

Most candidates provided a correct answer. 
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Q1c. 

The majority of the candidates provided a correct answer. Quite a few, however, incorrectly mentioned 

Ġgantija, the Ħal Saflieni Hypogeum or Għar Dalam as being covered by tent structures. 

Q1d. 

Most candidates answered this question correctly and were able to discuss two activities that are causing 

damage to Malta’s rural landscapes. However, many option 2B candidates understood ‘activities causing 

damage to Malta’s rural landscapes’ as being a reference to the processes of natural weathering and erosion. 

Q1e. 

Many candidates understood ‘scheduled’ to be a reference to a site’s opening hours or a site which will 

undergo construction. In spite of this, several candidates correctly mentioned a valid scheduled site. 

Q1f. 

Three valid characteristics for a typical Maltese village were successfully provided by most candidates.  

Overall, scoring in this question was positive.  There were a few candidates who erroneously referred to 

village activities such as the village feast or institutions such as the local council.   

Q1g. 

Most candidates answering this question mentioned the replacement of old town houses with apartment 

blocks, but failed to elaborate further. 

Q1h. 

Many candidates answering this question managed to correlate tourism to the ‘natural’ and/or the ‘built 

heritage’ but only a minority succeeded to directly link tourism to economic income and that well-preserved 

natural and built heritage in a good state of preservation helps sustain tourism. 

Q1i. 

Only a few candidates managed to obtain full marks by making some reference to air, visual, mental and 

recreational-related properties attached to the preservation of Malta’s natural countryside for a good quality 

lifestyle. 

Question 2 Text on Malta’s Development Plans and economic diversification 

 

Option A: 13.2 / 25 

Option B: 8.3 / 25 

 

Q2a  

About half the candidates managed to give a reasonably correct answer. Many answered this question 

without putting contextualizing economic development in the post-World War II era. A good number left it 

unanswered.  

Q2b  

Many candidates answered correctly (or partly correctly), mainly stating that the commercial activity was 

diversified since the post-war situation was no longer economically viable and that the Dockyard was 

privatised by the Admiralty in order to offer her services to commercial shipping as well. Unfortunately, some 
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candidates gave historically incorrect information, such as: “in the 1950s and 1960s the Dockyard stopped 

servicing British military vessels and changed its role into an importing and exporting enterprise”; “since the 

war ended, no military vessels came to Malta”; etc. 

Q2c  

The majority of candidates gave a partially correct answer to this question. Most candidates mentioned that 

these plans continued to work on the targets initiated by the previous plans, implying that some progress 

had been made. A few candidates mentioned that constant efforts were made to develop tourism, 

modernise agriculture and expand the manufacturing industry by setting up industrial estates. 

Q2d  

Most candidates mentioned the absence of natural resources and that the Maltese economy relies on too 

many imports. Only a few candidates mentioned that due to Malta’s small internal market, the 

manufacturing industry in Malta has to target its products for export. 

Q2e  

The majority of candidates attained some marks for this question, although generally failed to obtain the full 

four marks. The reason for this being that candidates tended to give very brief and vague answers, often 

consisting of one word, such as: jobs, over-population, pollution, traffic, without any further explanation.  

Q2f 

The majority of candidates managed to mention two correct examples from each sector. The most common 

responses were ‘factory worker’ for the secondary sector and ‘teacher’ and ‘waiter’ for the tertiary sector.  

Q2g  

Most candidates answered this question correctly. However, there were some relatively frequent instances 

where candidates gave only one benefit and were thus given one mark. 

Q2h  

The majority of candidates gave a partially correct or correct answer to this question by mentioning three 

workers’ rights. The most common responses were ‘the right for a reasonable wage’; ‘the right for vacation 

or sick leave’; and ‘the right for a clean and safe work environment’.  

Q2i  

The majority of candidates mentioned Maltese potatoes. Many candidates scored high marks for this 

question. 

Q2j  

The majority of candidates obtained 3-4 marks from the 6 marks allocated. The reason for this being that 

most candidates mentioned one or two benefits, but then discussed only one in further detail. Some 

candidates mentioned more than two benefits but did not discuss any one of them further.  
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PAPER IIA and PAPER IIB 

Note: The Average Marks obtained per question, categorized for Option A and Option B, are shown below. 

All marks are out of 20 marks. 

 

Section A: The World – Our Home 

         Managment of Resources 

Question 1 

Option A: 12.7 

Option B: 7.1 

 

Almost all candidates opted to answer this question and most candidates were well informed.  

Option 2A candidates answered well, and scored high marks. 

Option 2B candidates generally gave a good definition of climate change, although without using technical 

jargon. Processes of rainfall was many a times confused with the water cycle. 

Question 2 

Option A: 13.5 

Option B: 9.5 

The majority of candidates chose to answer this question and most of them were familiar with the topic of 

marine pollution and what is causing it. There was a clear awareness that marine pollution is the direct effect 

of mismanagement of natural resources, caused by human activity. 

Option 2A candidates answered well, and scored high marks. The responses were well structured. 

Option 2B candidates also did rather well in this question. 

Section B: Human Population 

        Human Communities 

Question 3 

Option A: 9.8 

Option B: 8.1 

 

This question was popular and most of the candidates were generally well informed. It was evident that 

most of them had a good understanding of the subject matter and explained the correlation between 

transport development and the increase in pollution and land degradation (such as air pollution and loss of 

countryside). Most candidates showed good knowledge about transport development in Malta, the different 

modes of transport, and the socio-economic effects of this development on the local population. 

Option 2A candidates concentrated mostly on historical facts, rather than the effects of public transport. 

Still, there were only a handful that ignored the word public in their response. 

Option 2B candidates often ignored the word ‘public’ in the question, which caused them to loose marks. 
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Question 4 

Option A: 10.7 

Option B: 6.5 

 

Several candidates opted to answer this question.  Most candidates focussed on the building of Valletta and 

its grid shape, yet failing to comment on the importance of its bastions as a prime means of fortification.  

Some candidates included the Grand Harbour and the Cottonera fortifications as part of the strategic 

importance of Valletta. As regards the commercial and cultural importance of Valletta, some of the 

candidates mentioned the commercial importance of the Grand Harbour. The most common answers on the 

administrative importance of Valletta focussed on the centre of administration i.e. the Prime Minister’s 

office in Castille and the House of Representatives.  Some also mentioned the Law Courts. Most candidates 

failed to mention other administrative offices belonging to the private sector and the various unions and 

associations. 

Although most Option 2A candidates who chose to answer this question scored at least half of the marks, 

the performance of option 2B candidates was very poor. The difference in performance between the two 

cohorts is very evident in this particular question. 

 

Section C: Work and Leisure 

                    Managing a Nation 

Question 5 

Option A: 9.3 

Option B: 8.0 

 

This was the most popular question from Section C. Most candidates focussed on the most popular leisure 

activities, namely l-Imnarja and the village feasts. Most responses showed superficial knowledge about the 

Imnarja feast, failing to emphasize its historical importance for the agricultural sector.  As regards the village 

feast, there were candidates who mentioned the voluntary work behind the its organisation, but many 

focussed on the social atmosphere prevalent during band marches. Most candidates also mentioned Carnival 

and folk singing (ghana) as being popular leisure activities.  Many candidates seem to have good knowledge 

of Carnival and the fact that it attracts tourists. 

Both option 2A and option 2B candidates showed some knowledge of the subject matter. However, both 

cohorts lacked depth, and addressed the subject superficially. 
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Question 6 

Option A: 9.4 

Option B: 6.6 

 

Most candidates avoided this question. Those candidates who attempted this question performed poorly in 

comparison with other questions. 

Candidates explained where the word democracy is derived from and mentioned elections and referenda as 

expressions of a democratic country. By contrast, they mentioned North Korea as examples where 

democracy does not exist. Some candidates erroneously mentioned the UK as being non-democratic 

because it is ruled by the monarchy. In this regards these candidates mentioned Saudi Arabia as a prime 

example of such a dictatorship.  

While candidates mentioned the involvement of local political parties in the democratic process, they failed 

to dwell on the principles of transparency and accountability in politics to ensure that democracy prevails. 

Most option 2B candidates lacked detail and provided very superficial responses. This resulted in a generally 

poor performance in this question. 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 

 

1. Candidates need to approach the principles and contents of Environmental Studies syllabus in a 

holistic manner. They need to be familiar with, and understand, the terminology, concepts and 

processes emphasised in the syllabus. 

2. Candidates should look at the environment in a comprehensive way to be able to make judgements 

and provide analytical, reflective and critical comments on environmental facts, processes and issues. 

3. Some handwriting is very difficult to decipher, and an effort to write clearly should be made. 

 

 

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2019  


