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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

In this session’s examination, 873 candidates applied for the examination, 139 applicants were absent.  

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 50 71 202 130 84 197 139 873 

% OF TOTAL 5.7 8.1 23.1 14.9 9.6 22.6 15.9 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Intermediate Psychology, First session 2019 

B. GENERAL REMARKS  

Overall, the number of candidates sitting for the exam has now stabilised at 873 candidates. However, there 

was a marked increase in the number of absent candidates with the number going from 11% in 2018 to 16% 

in 2019. This year, 22.7% failed the exam compared to the 18.2% of 2018. The number of candidates in the 

A to C range were 36.9% which is similar to the 37.9% of the previous year.  

Recall questions yielded better results with candidates struggling when asked to apply their knowledge to 

real life contexts such as in 2 & 4. In addition, the examiners noted that at times, candidates mentioned all 

they knew about a particular topic without directly answering the question. 

C. COMMENTS ON CANDIDATE PERFORMANCE: 

Question 1 

In questions 1a & 1b, the most common mistake was confusion of the dependent and independent variables 

and vice versa.  Candidates gave the definition of the dependent variable for the independent variable and 

vice versa. 

With regards to 1c, very few candidates understood that sampling for an experiment is random sampling. 

Most candidates either chose purposive sampling [of which they confused the meaning – erroneously 

defining it as sampling for the purposes of the experiment], or went through a description of all sampling 

methods possible. 

In answering 1d, most candidates gave the correct answer by giving examples of confounding variables.   

Most candidates fared well in question 1e. The most common answer being questionnaires or interviews 

and a few candidates wrote focus groups. The most common mistake was that of proposing an observation 

study. This choice was clearly inappropriate since the aims of this research was to investigate views and 

opinions. The research method chosen needed to fulfil the aims proposed in the question. 

Question 2 

While a few candidates provided correct answers to 2a, most candidates only gave partially correct answers. 

Most candidates only said that the theory proposes that people imitate the behaviour of ‘significant others’ 

from their early childhood years and such observation has a deep impact upon their own behaviour later in 

life.  

In 2b, candidates gave a good definition of observational learning, and applied it to examples from daily life; 

most commonly to exposure to social media and observation of parents. Many candidates gave satisfactory 

examples of how gender roles are influenced by observational learning, however these were only 
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superficially explained. Others gave examples of observational learning that were not related to gender roles 

as requested by the question. 

In 2c, candidates were able to show sound knowledge of reinforcement, mentioning positive and negative 

reinforcement and even punishment. However, the examples they provided were in no way related to 

gender roles. They could not apply the concept of both positive and negative reinforcement to gender roles 

and ways in which these are manifested in everyday life.   

Question 3 

In 3a the approach that was mentioned the most was the behavioural approach. There were also a few who 

mentioned the social and the biological approaches.  While many candidates incorrectly mentioned a 

psychological approach, quite a few others could not distinguish between an approach and a theory or 

hypothesis that has been proposed, and in the case of the latter, tested over time.  

Also, of those who chose a particular approach, some did not outline and describe the main principles and 

concepts, but described a theory pertaining to that approach. For example, some of those who specified the 

psychoanalytic approach went on to say all they knew about Freud’s theories of the structure and 

development of personality. In the process of doing so, they might have mentioned one or more principle/s 

and/or concept/s that characterize the psychological approach.  

In answering 3b, candidates evaluated further by giving examples from everyday life; most commonly 

classical/operant conditioning and observational learning and Freud’s psychosexual stages. In fact, most of 

the candidates who answered this part of the question correctly or satisfactorily had chosen the behaviourist 

approach in psychology. The few who chose the social approach also tended to mention good examples from 

everyday life. But, in general, those who chose the psychoanalytic and biological approaches gave more 

unclear, speculative and vague examples.    

Question 4 

Overall, the examiners note that the candidates did not fare well in this case study  

In answering 4ai, whilst most candidates recognized that Alex was in Erickson’s stage of Generativity vs. 

Stagnation, however most did not link it to the midlife crisis which is what we were looking for. In fact, most 

candidates did not specifically mention the stage of MID-LIFE and the CRISIS that accompanies this stage in 

one’s life. Some erroneously mentioned the integrity vs despair stage, and others made reference to other 

stages as well (e.g. identity vs confusion in adolescence, or the intimacy vs isolation in early adulthood).  

On the other hand, for question 4aii, there were few candidates who answered satisfactorily, specifying 

some of the characteristics and features of the midlife crisis and trying to understand how Alex was 

experiencing them and reacting to them, as well as how this affected other people who lived with or had a 

close relationship with Alex.   

However, since most candidates did not provide very satisfactory answers to the first part of this question, 

they could not provide a good explanation of what Alex is going through by applying knowledge of the midlife 

crisis stage to his particular case. Most candidates superficially explained, the crisis of Erikson’s stage of 

development that they believed Alex was in. Others just repeated phrases from the case study and wrote 
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about the emotions that they thought Alex was experiencing, and the thoughts that were affecting the way 

he behaves  

In answering 4b, quite a few candidates showed superficial knowledge and only mentioned the emotions or 

behaviours that Joan and the children might be feeling or showing. Most often, the answers provided 

focused solely on the emotions or on the behaviours, but not both. Some answers were also quite superficial 

and only specified the emotion of sadness and/or anger. Many also used the word ‘heartbroken’ from the 

text itself. It was quite difficult for some candidates to distinguish between the experienced emotions and 

the corresponding manifested behaviours.  

Quite a variety of psychological theories were mentioned in answering question 4c, but the most commonly 

mentioned were the concepts/theories of the unconscious, defence mechanisms and the psychosexual 

stages of development, that all stem from the school of psychoanalysis. Other theories that were mentioned 

were Erikson’s psychosocial theory of development, Bandura’s concept of observational learning and 

Maslow’s hierarchy of needs.  

However, many candidates could not provide an appropriate application of their selected theory to Alex’s 

behaviour. This application was either completely missing, partially missing, or else inaccurate.  In addition, 

some candidates chose the nature vs. nurture debate for this question however this was not correct.  

Most candidates did quite well in Question 4d as it was a straightforward one. They gave a good description 

of techniques that are used in psychoanalysis, most commonly mentioning the unconscious, working on 

ego/ID/superego and using Freudian slips and dream analysis. The difficulty was that the candidates did not 

explain why and how these could have been applied to Alex in this particular case (especially dream analysis, 

hypnosis and free association). Other candidates mentioned empathy as the principal psychotherapeutic 

skill to be applied, and others talked about what kind of counsel and encouragement Alex would need to get 

from the therapist. These answers got very few marks or none at all.    

Question 5 

Candidates on average fared quite well in this question. 

Question 5a was the part of the question that received the weakest answers which showed a lack of 

knowledge of what biofeedback is. Most candidates focused on methods like meditation, but failed to 

explain that one needs to start by getting one’s own psychological reading. 

In answering 5b most candidates answered correctly by writing about the direct and indirect effects of stress. 

However, some only gave a basic answer responding with how stress can affect the body by lowering the 

functions of the immune system.  

In answering 5c, the most common answers were to use therapy and medication to help reduce stress. Only 

a few candidates wrote about the stress inoculation training.  

In 5d, on average, candidates gave quite good ideas when proposing policies to diminish noise pollution.  
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Question 6 

Candidates on average fared poorly in this question. 

In 6a, the candidates who answered correctly chose histrionic, narcissistic and antisocial personality 

disorders as their answer. However, many candidates failed this question and the most common error was 

that of misidentifying other psychological disorders such as OCD, Bipolar disorder or schizophrenia for 

personality disorders. This affected how they then fared in the rest of the question as they then proceeded 

to give the description of the disorder they chose which was incorrect. Of those that answered correctly, 

some had difficulty in explaining the impact such personality disorders have on others. 

In answering 6b, most candidates gave a good basic answer to this question although only a few gave all the 

necessary details. Many candidates did not explain all three perspectives and their interaction: some 

identified only two, and some did not mention the interaction. Some also showed they did not know what 

this approach was all about. Those who got the highest marks managed to apply it well to a disorder of their 

choice. 
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