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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

 

The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Environmental Studies was 120, of these 

registrations, 93 opted for Paper IIA and 27 opted for Paper IIB.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Main 2019 session of the examination 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 13 11 31 17 13 - - 7 1 93 

PAPER B - - - 7 3 3 4 6 4 27 

TOTAL 13 11 31 24 16 3 4 13 5 120 

% OF TOTAL 10.8 9.2 25.8 20.0 13.3 2.5 3.3 10.8 4.2 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for European Studies 2019 Main Session  

B. GENERAL REMARKS 

General Remarks on Coursework 

The examiners moderated a total of 23 projects in 2 state and church schools. In addition 2 projects 

submitted by private candidates were corrected, and private candidates were called for an interview. 

The following remarks reflect comments made by the moderators: 

1. Projects were well planned, providing table of content, a division into chapters, illustrations with captions, 

and a bibliography. 

2. In general, most projects were of a high quality and shows a degree of preparation from the candidates’ 

part. 

3. Most projects were presented. Only 9 candidates failed to provide the coursework required.  

General Remarks on the Written Examination 

1. Many candidates were very well prepared for their exam and high grades were achieved. 

2. The level shown in the written examination was of good. 

3. In Paper 2, few candidates chose Question 1 and Question 10. 

4. In Paper 2, Questions 5 and 6  were very popular with the candidates. 

 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

Paper I 

Question 1  

a. Many candidates did well in this question. A significant number of candidates gave an incorrect 

definition of the term ‘universal suffrage’, failing to associate it with the right to vote of all adult 

citizens. 

b. Candidates know what freedom of expression is. Many answers used also an example of expressing 

your opinion on Facebook. The majority of candidates were able to highlight the importance of 
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freedom of expression in a democratic society.  When answering this question, they mostly made 

reference to the media.       

c. Candidates described various ways in which citizens can be active participants of their society, 

ranging from going to vote, giving feedback to local councils and government to other examples in 

their immediate environment like taking part in the school council, being part of interest groups, 

attending activities organised in their community and engaging in voluntary work. Most of the 

candidates described how a person can actively participate in his community by voting, taking part in 

the activities organised within his town or village and participating in fund-raising activities and other 

types of voluntary work. 

Question 2  

a. Many candidates reproduced information from the main text book. Majority of candidates answered 

correctly. While a good number of candidates succeeded to recall knowledge about the structure of 

the European Court of Human Rights, others failed to specify its composition and the number of 

judges involved in the court’s proceedings.  

b. Although a number claimed that it is situated in Brussels, the majority answering this answered 

correctly - Strasbourg, France. This question was answered correctly by most of the candidates. 

Question 3 

a. While the majority of candidates answered this question correctly, others gave an example of a social 

right instead. 

b. Most of the candidates answered this question correctly, identified the right to work as an example 

of an economic right.  

c. Examples given were correct. 

 Question 4 

a. Most candidates were able to define the term ‘standard of living’. Some candidates used the same 

words to explain the term. A considerable number of candidates found difficulty in clearly defining 

the term ‘standard of living’ although they seemed somewhat familiar to the concept. 

b. Candidates presented valid arguments when identifying the factors determining the standard of 

living of a country. Education, housing and health were the most popular answers. The majority of 

candidates answered this question correctly, identifying education and health as factors which 

determine the standard of living of a country. 

c. The majority of candidates answered this question correctly while others confused the word 

‘product’ with ‘profit’. 

Question 5  

a. Many candidates were unable to identify three of the causes of regional conflict in Northern Ireland 

giving vague answers. 

b. Candidates were able to name and explain two of the non-violent peace-making processes. Answers 

to this question show that most candidates have sound knowledge of non-violent peace-making 

processes. 
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Question 6 

a. The majority were able to answer this correctly with the primary sector of production referring to the 

extraction of raw materials while the secondary sector of production involves the transformation of 

raw materials into manufactured goods.   

b. The vast majority of candidates were able to mention an example of an industry in the primary sector 

and one example of an industry in the secondary sector, but a good number mentioned examples 

not from the local but from the foreign scene, thus losing the marks allotted. While some candidates 

made reference to an industry from each sector, others mentioned a job related to the primary and 

secondary sectors of production. 

Question 7  

Examples given were valid. A number of candidates were unable to identify two main external trading 

partners of the EU. 

Question 8  

Most answers were correct. The majority of candidates were able to identify three advantages of each means 

of transport. 

Question 9  

Many candidates got this question wrong. Some candidates were able to give valid answers of the Lomé 

Convention being a trade and aid agreement between the EU and African, Caribbean and Pacific countries 

(ACP). A significant number of candidates failed to describe the relationship between the EU and the Lomé 

Convention.  

Question 10  

a. The majority of candidates were able to identify the advantages of e-commerce. 

b. The majority of candidates could positively comment on how E-commerce has revolutionised 

consumers’ shopping habits and greatly affected traditional retail shopping. There was an element 

of uncertainty with regards to the negative impact of e-commerce on traditional trading. 

Question 11  

a. Candidates answering this question answered correctly with few errors.   

b. Candidates were confident in this question, though more candidates got this wrong than the previous 

question. Some failed to give a clear definition of the term ‘sparsely populated’.  

Question 12  

a. Almost all candidates showed familiarity with the ‘push and pull factors’ of migration.                                           

b. Many candidates were able to list five valid examples of pull factors of migration. The majority of 

candidates found no difficulty in answering this question.  Most of the candidates identified job 

opportunities and the element of safety in a country as pull factors of migration. 

Question 13  

Candidates were able to identify effects of the Industrial Revolution, both positive and negative ones. The 

majority of candidates showed familiarity with the effects of the Industrial Revolution and attained good 

marks for this question. 
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Question 14  

a. Candidates were able to explain what a trade union is. Some gave examples of Maltese unions.   

b. Many candidates answered correctly.   

c. The majority answered the question related to freedom of association correctly. 

d. Candidates answered correctly the question related to the Working conditions.  

Question 15  

Candidates explained correctly the reasons why the Costa del Sol is so popular.  

Question 16  

a. Candidates were able to identify islands, although a few included Malta, Gozo or Comino as well. 

b. The majority of candidates answering this section were able to identify three mountain chains. 

Question 17    

a. Candidates were able to identify examples which account for a shortage of water supply in some 

countries in the Mediterranean region.  

b. Candidates were able to name measures being taken by governments to ensure an adequate water 

supply.  Examples given were good.  

Question 18  

Candidates were prepared and could discuss the negative impacts of modern farming practices on the 

environment. The majority of candidates showed a clear understanding of the negative impacts of modern 

farming practices on the environment.  However, some of the answers lacked a clear description of these 

impacts. 

Question 19  

Candidates answering this section were able to list various characteristics when discussing what gives the 

Lapland its popularity amongst tourists.  

Question 20  

The majority of candidates could list various ways in which European governments promote a healthy 

lifestyle amongst their citizens, mainly mentioning by developing and implementing health promotion 

policies and ensuring that schools promote healthy eating and physical activity. 

Question 21  

Candidates answered in various ways with some discussing the various characteristics which gave these 

bands their popularity while others just answered out of context.  

Question 22  

Candidates managed to list factors shaping the national identity and gave an example of each.  

Question 23  

a. Candidates were able to give one effect of the printing press, mainly that it was now possible to 

spread information very quickly and more accurately.   

b. Candidates answered this correctly as well  

c. Candidates answered this correctly and even gave valid reasons.  
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Question 24 

Majority of candidates named two valid distinctive features of the political thoughts presented.  

Question 25  

Candidates were able to mention, few to discuss as well which areas of contemporary Europe were highly 

influenced by North America. 

 

Paper IIA and Paper IIB 

 

PAPER 2A 

 

Question 1  

When answering this question, candidates included a number of landmarks in the history of the EEC and the 

EU. The majority mentioned the founding fathers including Robert Schuman, Jean Monnet and Winston 

Churchill, amongst others. Treaties of Rome, of Maastricht and of Lisbon were the most mentioned. While 

the majority of the candidates gave a detailed description of the major landmarks in the history of the EEC 

and the EU, mentioning important aspects such as the treaties and the accession of Member States, others 

failed to present an adequate description and, thus, did not obtain high marks for this question. 

 

Question 2 

When answering this question, candidates discussed various valid points, varying from how members of the 

European Parliament (MEPs) represent the citizens, the total number of MEPs and that its role is that of 

debating and passing EU laws together with the Council of the European Union. While a number of 

candidates showed adequate knowledge of the evolution, structure and role of the European Parliament 

when it comes to MEPs, its legislative powers etc., most of the answers lacked the in-depth information 

required in order to obtain full marks to this question.  

                

Question 3  

When answering this question, the majority of candidates gave a brief description of the Corinthia Group as 

an example of a local TNC in the leisure industry or that of another relevant TNC. Various candidates 

mentioned the story how the group started, how it expanded to various other countries and related 

information. Although the majority of candidates seemed to be familiar with the term ‘transnational 

companies’, they failed to discuss in detail the growth story of a local transnational company from the leisure 

industry and, thus, attained a lower mark.  

 

Question 4  

Very few candidates answered this question. Arguments when discussing protectionism included economic 

policy that countries and institutions implement in order to  protect local businesses and jobs from foreign 

competition and why it sometimes helps local industry to flourish. Although the majority of candidates 

seemed to understand the function of protectionism in restraining imports from other countries, they failed 
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to identify ways in which protectionist policies can be implemented.  This resulted in low marks being given 

for the answers to this question.  

 

Question 5 

Candidates presented various valid arguments when discussing the effects of a longer life span on the life of 

Europeans, mainly the definition of life expectancy. The majority of candidates are aware that life expectancy 

has increased due to an improvement in medical facilities, more vaccines and an increase in awareness on 

the importance of healthy eating, physical exercise and hygiene.  However, only a few candidates were able 

to critically discuss the effects of a longer life span on the life of Europeans. 

 

Question 6 

This question was one of the most popular. Candidates identified the challenges of a multicultural society. 

This included problems with racism, which can easily result in conflict. Some mentioned that locals may 

experience the fear of losing national identity in societies that are increasingly diverse. Many mentioned 

advantages such as learning about other cultures and traditions, and experiencing different cuisines and 

types of music. Although candidates were familiar with the term ‘multicultural society’, some failed to give 

an adequate overview of the challenges of a multicultural society.  

 

Question 7 

While discussing water pollution in European rivers and seas, candidates mentioned that water is becoming 

scarce and the quality is deteriorating due to urbanisation, industrialisation, deforestation and land 

degradation, global warming, increase in the population and diversified domestic uses.  Candidates 

mentioned also man-made pollutants such as pesticides, herbicides, chemical fertilisers, detergents, sewage, 

plastics and sewage and the solid waste dumped into the oceans from the land or ships at sea is frequently 

consumed by marine mammals, fish and birds that mistake it for food. While some of the candidates showed 

sound knowledge of the causes of water pollution in European rivers and seas, the majority of the answers 

lacked detail. 

 

Question 8  

A handful of candidates mentioned that the World Health Organisation defines health as the ‘complete state 

of physical, mental, spiritual and social well-being, not merely the absence of disease’. Some candidates 

argued for the need of vaccines, exercise and healthy living. Most of the answers to this question were too 

general and lacked an insight into the current situation of health standards in Europe.  Not enough valid 

arguments were presented and answers were too short.  Only a few candidates managed to obtain good 

marks for this question. 

 

Question 9  

Only a few candidates attempted this question.  Some candidates provided various aspects impacted by 

Islamic influences. Candidates mentioned the development of medicine in Europe and in the rest of the 

world, mathematics and Islamic influences on Medieval Europe seen in architecture for example.  

 



Examiners’ Report (2019): SEC European Studies 

Page 8 of 9 

 

Question 10  

Various candidates answered this question mentioning and discussing effects of globalisation on Europe 

caused by the media mainly  that people are now more aware of what is happening around the world and 

that the internet has greatly revolutionised the impact of globalisation on the media. Although a good 

number of candidates attempted this question, only a few were able to identify the ways in which the media 

has impacted globalisation in Europe.  These candidates discussed how the media has helped to spread 

information, transform human behaviour and enable people to connect together.   

 

Paper 2B 

  

Question 1  

a. Many candidates answered this giving a basic idea that it started after Second World War to secure 

peace.   

b. Candidates mistook the founding fathers of the EU with the founding countries.         

c. Candidates mainly named the Treaty of Paris of 1951, the Treaty of Rome of 1957 and the Treaty of 

Maastricht of 1992.   

d. The majority of candidates knew that Malta joined the EU in 2004, but were not able to mention 

three  other countries which joined the EU in the same year.  

 

Question 2  

Few attempted this question. Only a handful of candidates managed to answer all the 4 parts correctly.  

 

Question 3  

a. The definition given by the majority of candidates was mainly correct.  

b. Candidates were able to provide various valid examples of transnational companies operating both 

in Malta and overseas such as Corinthia Group, Hotels, HSBC, Vodafone, McDonald’s, Playmobil, 

Methode and Burger King to mention a few. 

c. Candidates mentioned valid points as advantages of transnational companies. 

d. Candidates were able to mention the five negative effects of transnational companies mainly 

exploitation of workers through cheap labour and that profits generated will be sent to the home 

country.  

e. Candidates mentioned valid points. Some tried to answer by stating that this company produces 

microelectronics.  

 

Question 4  

Few candidates answering this answered correctly all the five sections. Many candidates were unable to 

explain (let alone discuss) Protectionism, a cartel and subsidies.  

  

Question 5  

a. Many studnets attempting this question were able to answer this part correctly although a handful 

claimed that Life expectancy can be defined as what you expect from life.    
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b. Candidates were able to discuss factors contributing to an increase in life expectancy mainly by 

mentioning more awareness of the importance of healthy eating and hygiene, more education and 

an increase in vaccines.   

c. Candidates discussed effects of the increase in life expectancy mainly the increase in the demand for 

pensions, resulting in a financial strain on governments.    

Question 6  

Candidates were able to answer this question in a positive manner by mentioning how xenophobia interferes 

with the possibility of peaceful integration between people of different cultures and giving definitions of 

terms mentioned in b.  

  

Question 7  

Candidates discuss valid causes of water pollution in Europe and what the EU is doing to minimise the impact 

of water pollution mainly that EU law encourages the sustainable use of water.   

 

Question 8  

Candidates were able to answer parts of this question. Candidates were mostly able to identify benefits of a 

healthy diet for a better quality of life.  

 

Question 9  

Candidates were able to explain basic Islamic influence on Europe. Elaborating on the points raised was 

lacking. 

 

Question 10 

Candidates identified ways in which the media has played a major role towards globalisation, and effects of 

globalisation on Europe mainly due to Facebook and eBay.  

 

 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 

 

The examiners note that candidates need further familiarisation with topics related to Cultural Heritage. 

Many candidates fail to make the connection between what they study in European Studies and topics they 

study for other subjects which could be intertwined.  

 

 

 

Chairperson 

Examiners Panel 2019  

 


