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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Intermediate History was 99, which is 31 candidates 

more than in 2019.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Special September Session of the examination 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 
7 17 31 14 6 4 20 99 

% OF TOTAL 
7.1 17.2 31.3 14.1 6.1 4.0 20.2 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Intermediate History, Special September Session 2020  

B. GENERAL REMARKS 
The paper is composed of four compulsory questions with inbuilt choices, carrying an equal number of 

marks. It tests knowledge of Maltese and European History within the chronological parameters set by the 

syllabus. Questions are set according to the main historical themes indicated. Candidates need to acquire 

the right set of skills and subject knowledge to do well in the exam. Essay writing skills are essential for 

Section A which is made up of essay questions. Furthermore, analytical reading and writing skills are essential 

to tackle the document questions in Section B. 

The Board noted that a number of candidates did not write down properly the question numbers as 

instructed on the front cover of their examination booklet. Candidates are encouraged to read the 

instructions carefully and to clearly note down the question numbers attempted in the space provided.  

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER  

Section A 

Question 1  

Question 1 offered a choice of three essay questions on Maltese history, within the theme of ‘Fortress 

Politics and Economics, 1800-1921’.  

Question 1 (a) tested knowledge of the British response to Maltese constitutional demands in the nineteenth 

century. Only a small number of candidates chose this question.  

Question 1 (b) asked why the ‘Language Question’ became one of the main divisive issues of early Maltese 

party politics. The majority of students chose this question. The ‘Language Question’ remains an all-time 

favourite among candidates, but it should be underlined that question 1 (b) was also about the emergence 

of early party politics. It was not only the ‘Language Question’, which led to this new chapter in Maltese 

political life, however candidates restricted their answer only to this. 

Question 1 (c) asked about the impact of World War I on Malta. A small number of candidates chose this 

question.   

 



Examiners’ Report (2020): IM History 

Page 3 of 5 
 

Question 2  

Question 2 offered a choice of three essay questions on European history, within the theme of ‘Revolutions 

and Nationalism in Europe, 1800-1921’.  

Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of the ‘Concert of Europe’ and it was the second most popular choice. 

Question 2 (b) asked students to write about Bismarck’s famous reference to the achievement of German 

unification ‘by blood and iron’. Only a small number of students attempted this question. 

Question 2 (c) tested knowledge of the causes of World War I and it was the most popular choice.  Candidates 

generally showed a good grasp of the causes of the outbreak of war in 1914, notably the effect of European 

rivalries and nationalism.  

 

Section B 

Question 3 

Question 3 offered a choice between two text-based questions.  

Question 3 (a) was based on an extract from a House of Commons debate in 1869, on a Maltese petition to 

correct constitutional anomalies. The majority of students answered this question. Candidates generally 

showed a good grasp of Maltese constitutional development but a better use of the text provided was 

required. 

Question 3 (b) was based on an extract from the report by Sir Patrick Keenan in 1880, commenting on the 

preceding work of the commissioners Austin and Lewis. Only a small number of candidates attempted this 

question and candidates seemed not to understand why Keenan should be referring back to the work carried 

out by Austin and Lewis.  

Question 4 

 Question 4 offered a choice between two text-based questions. The more popular choice was 4 (b).  

Question 4 (a) was based on an American eyewitness account of events in Vienna in 1848. Despite the 

importance of the topic in the syllabus, a number of responses showed limited knowledge on the events of 

1848 in Europe.  

Question 4 (b) was based on an extract of Otto von Bismarck’s speech addressed to the people of Holstein 

in 1867. Among candidates, Bismarck remains one of the popular choices in European history, and this 

question was no exception. Candidates attempting this question generally showed a good grasp of the facts, 

although the more specific circumstances as to why Bismarck was addressing the population of Holstein in 

1867 were overlooked. 
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D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
The study of History at Intermediate Level is an opportunity to acquire a sound knowledge of basic themes 

of modern European and Maltese history. Candidates are encouraged to acquire the necessary skills of essay 

writing as well as analysis and criticism in document-based questions. While the History Intermediate exam 

is not an English Language exam, a sound proficiency in English is essential for understanding and 

communication. Candidates are encouraged to give due importance to building their factual knowledge such 

as the people and places, dates and events needed for understanding historical phenomena .  

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020  


