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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Advanced History was 72, which is 3 candidates less 

than in 2019.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Special September Session of the examination 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 4 11 26 10 1 2 18 72 
% OF TOTAL 5.6 15.3 36.1 13.9 1.4 2.8 25.0 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Advanced History, Special September Session 2020  

A. GENERAL REMARKS 

General Remarks on the Written Examination 

The History Advanced Level exam consists of three papers of three hours each, namely Paper 1: Maltese 

History, Paper 2: European and International History, and Paper 3: Mediterranean History. Each paper carries 

33% of the total marks of the exam. To complete each paper, candidates have to answer two essay questions 

and one document-based question. All questions are compulsory, and carry equal weighting. All questions 

are set and answered in English. 

The Board noted that several candidates found it difficult to express themselves effectively and coherently 

in English. This continues to be a matter of concern. Factual mistakes relating to main historical events and 

figures, as well as a degree of chronological confusion were evident. Moreover, candidates are instructed to 

clearly write each question number at the beginning of their answer, as well as on the front cover of the 

booklet. The Board noted that several candidates did not write the question numbers on the front cover, or 

wrote them in misleading ways. 

B. COMMENTS ON PAPER I, PAPER II AND PAPER III 

Paper I - Maltese History 

Question 1  

This question tested knowledge of nineteenth-century Maltese history through a choice of three essay 

questions. Question 1 (a) was attempted by the majority of candidates, followed by question 1 (b). Question 

1 (c) was hardly attempted.  

Question 1 (a) tested knowledge of Maltese constitutional demands and the government of the British 

fortress colony in the nineteenth century. The majority of answers showed good familiarity with the timeline 

of constitutional demands and concessions, as well as the main factors conditioning this development.  

Question 1 (b) tested knowledge of the partnership between the British authorities and the local Catholic 

Church, and the extent to which this could be seen at the levels of the Maltese bishops and clergymen. A 

good number of answers did not include any discussion of the role of clergymen, while some candidates 

clearly had limited knowledge of the bishops of the Maltese dioceses.  

Few candidates attempted question 1 (c) on migration in nineteenth century Maltese history.  
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Question 2  

This question tested knowledge of twentieth century Maltese history through a choice of three essay 

questions. Question 2 (c) was answered by the majority of candidates, while the other two questions 

attracted a small number of respondents.  

Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of the role of the working class in Maltese party politics in the first period 

of Self-Government. A number of candidates answering this question showed limited knowledge of working 

class conditions affecting the response of workers to party politics. This question required good familiarity 

with the way in which the franchise was expanded from 1921 to include the vote of the working class.  

Question 2 (b) tested knowledge of the formal agreements between Malta and the Holy See. As noted above, 

few candidates attempted this question.  

Question 2 (c) tested knowledge of the main challenges involved in Malta’s post-World War II reconstruction. 

The majority of candidates attempting this question showed good familiarity with the social and economic 

conditions of Malta. Nevertheless, a number of candidates presented a political narrative of the period, 

when the question centred on the theme of reconstruction.  

Question 3  

This question offered a choice between two text-based questions.  

Question 3 (a) tested knowledge of early Maltese political and constitutional development with a question 

on the ‘Language Question’ and the constitutional setback of 1903, based on a newspaper editorial. Most 

candidates answered this question. Candidates showed good knowledge of the historical background on the 

so-called Language Question and the policy of ‘anglicising the people’ (i). The discussion of the statement on 

the people’s ‘struggle’ (ii) was frequently incoherent. Candidates were generally able to answer well 

question (iii) on the significance of the elected members in the Council of Government. Question (iv) on the 

arguments of the opponents of the British government in the Language Question, required knowledge of 

the factors guiding the rival sides supporting English and Italian respectively.  Not all candidates were able 

to answer properly question (v) and explain the significance of the reference to Mr Chamberlain in the 

passage. 

Question 3 (b) tested knowledge of Maltese social and economic history with a question on agricultural 

practices based on a passage from G. Percy Badger’s description of the Maltese islands published in 1838. 

Few candidates attempted this option.  

Paper II - European and International History 

Question 1  

This question tested knowledge of nineteenth-century European history through a choice of three essay 

questions. The most popular option was Question 1(a), which tested knowledge of the consequences of the 

French Revolution of 1789. The majority of candidates answering this question showed good familiarity with 

the main facts and timeline. Nevertheless, some candidates overlooked the fact that the question addressed 

the consequences of the French Revolution, and not the causes. Question 1 (b) tested knowledge of the Paris 

Commune. Few candidates attempted this question. Question 1 (c) which focused on the principal challenges 

faced by the working class in nineteenth century Britain was attempted by a small number of candidates.  
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Question 2  

This question tested knowledge of twentieth-century European history through a choice of three essay 

questions. Relatively similar numbers of candidates answered any of the three options.  

Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of Adolf Hitler’s rise to power. The majority of candidates answering this 

question generally showed a good grasp of the facts. A number of answers partly or completely missed the 

part of the question asking why.  

Question 2 (b) tested knowledge of the relationship between the USA and Western Europe since 1945. The 

majority of answers presented a good overview of the main features.  

Question 2 (c), focusing on the main factors leading to the Treaty of Rome, was answered relatively well by 

the majority of the respondents. However, further elaboration on the role of European leaders was 

expected. 

Question 3  

This question offered a choice between two text-based questions. Question 3 (a) was answered by the 

majority of candidates.  

Question 3 (a) was based on the decree issued by Giuseppe Garibaldi on 14 May 1860 to assume the 

dictatorship of Italy. Candidates were asked to explain the significance of the Second War of Italian 

Independence (i), and Garibaldi’s leadership in the process of Italian unification (ii). The majority of 

respondents answered well, demonstrating familiarity with the facts.  A number of candidates found some 

difficulty in answering question (iv), on the opposition of certain foreign powers to Italian unification, 

particularly with reference to Napoleon III. Question (v) on the hurdles in the months following this 

declaration, proved difficult for a number of candidates, revealing a limited knowledge of the main timeline 

of events from May 1860 to March 1861. 

Question 3 (b) tested knowledge of the Industrial Revolution in France, with reference to a passage from a 

report of 1855 on the health of workmen in French cotton factories. A small number of candidates chose 

this option. Question (i) concerned the factors in the growth of the Industrial Revolution in France.  The 

question required more background knowledge than that demonstrated. Question (ii) asked about the role 

of textile manufacturing in the early stages of industrialisation. As with the first question, a lack of 

background knowledge was evident. Question (iii) which dealt with the significance of worker health and 

conditions, the answer could be partly derived from the passage. However, a number of answers did not 

interpret these elements in the passage and place them in context. Question (iv) on the other sectors 

witnessing expansion in France, required a general familiarity which was shown by some of the respondents. 

The responses provided for Question (v) on the social consequences showed limited knowledge of the 

subject.  

  



Examiners’ Report (2020): AM History 

Page 5 of 7 
 

Paper III - Mediterranean History 

Question 1  

This question tested knowledge of nineteenth-century Mediterranean history with a choice of three essay 

questions. The most popular choice was question 1 (a). A small number of candidates attempted question 1 

(c), while very few candidates chose question 1 (b).  

Question 1 (a) required knowledge of the Greek War of Independence. Candidates were required to explain 

its significance in the context of Mediterranean history, but a number of answers did not include this part of 

the question.  

Question 1 (b) tested knowledge of Nationalism as a cause of the Balkan conflicts. Very few candidates opted 

for this question. 

Question 1 (c) tested knowledge of the British occupation of Egypt in 1882, and its consequences. Some 

answers omitted the latter part of the question.  

Question 2  

This question tested knowledge of twentieth-century Mediterranean history with a choice of three essay 

questions.  

The most popular choice was question 2 (a), which required candidates to identify the main arguments for 

an ‘Italian’ Malta, and to discuss those who put forward such arguments.  

Few candidates attempted question 2 (b), which presented a statement on the paths followed to 

independence by the two former British colonies of Malta and Cyprus respectively. Candidates were required 

to compare the two cases.  

Very few candidates attempted question 2 (c) on the role of the USA and USSR in the Arab-Israeli conflict.  

Question 3  

This question offered a choice between two text-based questions.  

Question 3 (a) presented a passage from a report to the Colonial Office on Malta in 1817.  The majority of 

candidates attempted this question. Candidates were generally able to indicate Malta’s role in the British 

response to the Continental System (i), but a number of answers showed limited skill in extracting the 

important information provided in the extract itself.  

Question 3 (b) was based on a passage from a Serbian account of the conflict with the Turkish troops written 

in 1876. In general, answers were more descriptive than explantory in nature even when required to.  
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C. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
The Board noted that candidates sitting for the Advanced Level History exam need to be in possession of 

good essay writing skills and able to present their own analysis and explanation for the document questions. 

In addition, candidates are urged to improve their English proficiency, as this is fundamental to both their 

level of understanding as well as their communication. Moreover, candidates are urged to undertake their 

own further reading and research, to connect themes, further develop their historical knowledge and to be 

able to determine their own conclusions.  

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020  

 


