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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Arabic was 39, which is 32 candidates less than in 

2019. This confirms a trend of decreasing candidate registrations for this subject. Of these registrations, 30 

opted for Paper IIA and 9 opted for Paper IIB.  

 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 2 5 5 7 3 - - 6 2 30 

PAPER B - - - 2 0 0 1 1 5 9 

TOTAL 2 5 5 9 3 0 1 7 7 39 

% OF TOTAL 5.1 12.8 12.8 23.1 7.7 0.0 2.6 17.9 17.9 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for SEC Arabic Special September Session 2020  

B. COMMENTS ON PAPER II  

Paper 2A 

Translation Arabic - English 

Candidates did very well in this section as the message was clearly conveyed. Common mistakes include: 

• translating into the plural when the original text gives the singular and vice versa; 

• incorrect translation of the demonstrative pronouns ‘this’ and ‘that’; 

• leaving the translation of the dual out, using the plural instead; 

• limited vocabulary. 

Translation English - Arabic 

The overall performance in translation was very good and varied vocabulary and creative ideas were used. 

Culture 

Candidates did not do well in this section. Very few candidates got three or more of these questions right 

even though most of them were general knowledge. 

Essay 

Spelling and grammatical mistakes were very frequent. Very few candidates made use of creative ideas in 

their essay and many candidates used limited/repeated vocabulary. Some essays were very short; 

candidates need to develop and structure their essays and flow of ideas. 

Grammar 

Same as in previous years, most candidates failed to recognise the grammatical meaning carried by parts of 

the sentence. Many candidates did not know that they had to apply case markers and simply copied the 

sentences, re-wrote the sentence in another way or left the exercise out. 
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Paper 2B 

Translation Arabic - English 

Most candidates did well in this section. 

Essay 

Spelling and grammatical mistakes were very frequent and many candidates used limited/repeated 

vocabulary. It was also noticed that candidates struggled with the structuring of their essays.  

Culture 

A poor performance here and some candidates skipped this section. 

Grammar 

Keeping in mind that it was a multiple-choice exercise, it is clear that candidates need to have a better 

understanding of basic grammar rules. 

C. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
In general, the level and quality of Arabic language produced in the answers does not reflect the level one 

would expect from candidates at this level.  

 

Chairperson  

Examination Panel 2020   


