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A. GENERAL 

Registration for Examination 

181 candidates sat for SEC French: 98 candidates registered for Paper A and 83 candidates registered for 

Paper B. 

Attendance for Examination 

In Paper A, 20 (out of 98) candidates failed to attend for all or part of the examination, whereas for Paper B, 

the number of candidates absent was 21 (out of 83).  This amounts to a total of 41 candidates (22.7%) of the 

whole cohort who registered for the examination. 

Overall Performance 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the oral and aural components were not assessed and candidates were 

awarded full marks. 

Grades awarded were distributed as indicated in the table below.   

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 37 6 15 9 7 0 0 4 20 98 

PAPER B 0 0 0 10 9 19 23 1 21 83 

NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 37 6 15 19 16 19 23 5 41 181 

% OF TOTAL 20.44 3.31 8.29 10.50 8.84 10.50 12.71 2.76 22.65 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for SEC French Special September Session 2020 

 

B. ANALYSIS OF TASKS SET 

Paper 1 

Message à rédiger 

The task consisted of sending an SMS to someone who had lost their wallet, informing them that it had been 

found and making arrangements to give it back to its rightful owner. The 5 marks of this exercise were divided 

among respecting the consigne, the ideas included, the vocabulary employed and the correct use of 

grammar. 

 

Unfortunately, one can still notice a considerable amount of candidates who, in order to complete their 

message and manage to accrue the requested 50 words, copy phrases directly from the title, thus indicating 

very limited vocabulary.  Phrases like “il y a toujours ses documents et l’argent”, “vous pouvez le rencontrer” 

and “rendre son portefeuille” were often encountered.  It must be emphasized among candidates that 

copying from the title does not always amount to writing good sentences and would instantly result in a 

deduction of marks. Some messages were too short and misunderstanding of the consigne was rampant. A 

number of candidates also forgot to include where and when they could meet to give the wallet back.  

Messages were not always intelligible. Many were presented in raw form indicating lack of planning and 

carelessness with many crossed out sentences and pieces of information scattered all over the page. The 
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correct use of punctuation especially that of capital letters, was not always followed.  This seems to be a 

common problem among candidates year after year. Grammatical and syntactic mistakes were often 

encountered: tu perdu le portefeuille, ta portefeuille  and j’écris toi pour dire toi. Once again, some 

candidates had difficulty with using the correct form of Cher for the masculine and Chère for the feminine. 

Some mistook cher with the preposition chez (Chez Victor) or added accents to the masculine form of the 

word - chèr. An inappropriate use of the tu/vous register was recurrent. 

The overall performance in this exercise was weak although there were also some excellent messages that 

show a good mastery of the language, especially of the use of the past tense: Tu l’avais laissé dans mon salon 

la dernière fois que tu es venu chez moi and Chère Sophie, je suis Jean. J’ai le plaisir de t’informer que j’ai 

trouvé ton portefeuille. Je l’ai trouvé juste à la gauche quand on sort de la salle d’examens. 

Culture et civilisation 

Most candidates showed very good knowledge of this aspect of the syllabus and there was no consistently 

wrong answer although in exercise 2, questions f and i proved to be problematic. This exercise also required 

the use of Roman numbers.  Unfortunately, some of our candidates are not familiar with this concept. The 

overall performance in this exercise was satisfactory.  

 

Paper 2 

Tâche à accomplir 

Two identical titles were proposed for Papers 2A and 2B, with Paper 2B candidates given support to 

understand the task and to write better. The marking was carried out on two different levels: the 

communicative aspect and the linguistic aspect. 

The most popular option was Tâche Numéro 1 in which candidates had to write an email about their new 

lodging.  Unfortunately, some candidates, especially those sitting for Paper B, tried to reach the number of 

words by copying from the title. Others opting for Tâche Numéro 2 tried to copy from the Compréhension 

de l’écrit so phrases like “Si vous voulez découvrir la richesse artistique”, “qui datent du Moyen Age” and 

words like “architecture” and “médievales” were sometimes encountered.  

The performance in this exercise ranged from those who made a very strong effort to use grammar and 

vocabulary appropriately and candidates who did not obtain a pass mark or who chose to leave out this task 

completely, especially in Paper B. 

One could notice that a number of candidates still struggle with the format of an email in French including 

the required De/À/Objet.  Some wrote them at the very top margin of the page in the corner and marked 

them with an arrow or an asterisk showing that these were an afterthought.  Many candidates forgot to 

close their email with an adequate formula such as Bises/Bisous and to sign their name, thus leaving it 

unfinished.  When Tâche Numéro 2 was chosen, this was often not presented in the format of an article.   

The usual grammatical mistakes were present once again in this year’s written tasks. Some examples are: 

confusion between tu and vous; the conjugation of the verb avoir; the expression of quantity written as 

beaucoup des; agreement of adjectives; the use of the demonstrative article such as Ce e-mail/Cette e-mail…; 
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the possessive adjective - ma experience, mon culture; mon maison; the prepositions preceding the name of 

a country or city: dans France/dans Sliema; the use of the passé compose - J’ai allé habiter …/Je suis participé 

à un quiz…; vocabulary related to lodging; unconjugated verbs: Je habiter Fgura. Some candidates’ writing 

tasks were also influenced from English, Italian and Spanish – in quest quiz; incontrar, glasse de caffe, 

appliquer à la competition. Others used the English verb or word with a French structure: nous avons starté, 

j’ai attendu à un quiz or wrote down words they did not know in French in English and put them in inverted 

commas.  

On the other hand, a number of candidates, especially those sitting for Paper A, showed mastery of more 

complex structures and knowledge of other expressions which they successfully included in their writing 

task. The use of the COD/COI, the Passé Composé and the Imparfait, the Conditionnel and the 

Comparative/Superlative could be occasionally noted. Some good examples are J’habitais dans un 

appartement à Birkirkara et cet appartement était très petit et il n’était pas confortable ; Mes parents ont 

décidé de changer de logement… ; Excuse-moi de n’avoir pas écrit plus tôt mais je suis en train de m’installer 

dans ma nouvelle habitation ; Avant, je partageais la chambre avec mon frère.  Finalement, j’ai une chambre 

à moi avec une table et un joli miroir où je peux passer des heures à me maquiller ; Comme prix, j’ai gagné 

un portable et mille euros que j’ai donné à un hôpital des animaux ; J’ai décidé de participer à ce quiz car mes 

profs et mes parents m’ont beaucoup encouragé et motivé.  En plus, l’histoire-géo est ma matière préférée ; 

Mon oncle est mon inspiration parce qu’il est un homme très intelligent et il est l’auteur d’un livre d’histoire. 

Some candidates also went beyond the simple conjunctions et/mais and made use of others such as tout 

d’abord, puis, finalement, en plus, alors, donc and cependant. 

Compréhension de l’écrit 

The same text was set for Papers A and B, with the questions for paper B adapted to the level of difficulty 

expected of this paper. Questions tested a varied amount of skills including skimming, vocabulary and 

inference.  

When answering the questions, some frequent mistakes were noticed: 

Question 1b (Paper A) - When asked to give another word for internationale, culturellement riche, candidates 

often answered richesse naturelle or d’étrangers instead of cosmopolite. 

Question 1e (Paper A) – for le contraire de « moderne », most gave médiévale instead of vieille. 

Question 1f (Paper A) – for remarquer, noter, candidates often gave remarquable as an answer.  

Question 2c (Paper 2A) was problematic.  

Questions 3a and b (Paper 2B) were generally answered wrongly. 

In Question 4 (Paper 2A) a good number of candidates seemed to have difficulty with understanding the 

words mauvaises perceptions. 

Questions 7 and 9 (Paper 2B) seem to indicate that candidates do not know the meaning of Qu’est-ce que 

and Où. Candidates are encouraged to read the questions carefully because when a question is made up of 

two parts, a good number of them tend to leave out the second part. 

Question 11a (Paper 2A) asked candidates to find un verbe à l’impératif that was often answered wrongly. 
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Many candidates struggled with having to find a suitable title for the text (Question 12 Paper A). Many just 

wrote a basic title like Zurich or La ville de Zurich. However, a couple of good titles could be noticed: Zurich, 

la destination touristique idéale ; Un voyage amusant à Zurich ; La beauté incroyable de Zurich and N’oubliez 

pas de visiter Zurich !  

Exercices de Langue 

This year, there were three grammar exercises with one of them being a cloze text (exercise 2). Exercise 1 

Faites l’association logique is still posing a problem especially to Paper B candidates.   

In Exercise 2, the main mistake seems to have been la fumée vert where candidates failed to notice the 

gender discrepancy between the noun and the adjective. Another word often copied wrongly was inquiétés. 

In Exercice 3 (Paper A), some candidates mixed up the Imparfait and the Conditionnel of the verb devoir 

whereas Paper B candidates still find this exercise very difficult.  

 

C. GENERAL COMMENT 
The results illustrate extremes, with some candidates scoring very high marks and others performing very 

poorly. The Message, Tâche and some Comprehension questions are still proving to be extremely challenging 

to some candidates who need to consolidate their comprehension and writing skills for a better linguistic 

performance. 

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020 


