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AM Religious Knowledge 

MAY 2008 SESSION 
EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 

Part 1: Statistical Information  

 
Table 1: Distribution of grades awarded in May 2008 
 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 14 29 46 16 11 11 22 149 
% of Total 9.40 19.46 30.87 10.74 7.38 7.38 14.77 100 

 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance  
 
General Comments 
 
2.1 For the 2008 May session, 149 candidates registered for Religious Knowledge at Advanced 
level. A significant 14.76% of all candidates, 22 in all, did not turn up for the exam. 2 candidates sat 
for Paper I only and 7 for Paper I and II. 
 
2.2 The majority of the answers fail to reveal a sufficient and critical grasp of the topics set in the 
syllabus and in the examination papers.  Very often candidates refer to pious explanations and 
traditions rather than to the sound teaching of the Church.  Some answers sounded more like a 
Sunday Sermon.  The content of some answers, especially in Paper III, was that of a standard type 
learned by rote.  Only a few candidates performed exceptionally well. 
 
2.3 One cannot emphasize the need for an academic preparation that this examination demands.  
One needs to engage more the Bible and official documents of the Church, especially those of the 
Second Vatican Council, in a critical way and illustrate one’s answers with references to these 
significant sources.   
 
2.4 Almost all candidates preferred to answer in Maltese.  Only 4 candidates wrote all answers in 
English.  Four candidates answered one or two papers in Maltese and the other(s) in English. 
 
2.5 The handwriting of some of the candidates was extremely difficult to read. 
 
3. Comments regarding Paper 1 
 
3.1 Almost all candidates, 109 out of 127, answered question 1b which concerned the canon, 
authority, inspiration and interpretation of the Bible.  Many candidates presented a mixed up answer 
and only a few addressed these issues clearly as required by the question.  The other 18 answered 
question 1a which dealt with the formulation of the Church’s belief in the mystery of the Holy 
Trinity.  
 
3.2   Equal number of candidates answered question 2a and 2b.  Question 2a was about the 
importance of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church as well as of the individual Christian.  Most 
of the answers to this question disclose a lack of knowledge about the third Person of the Holy 
Trinity.  Consequently, they were quite unsatisfactory.  The other question was about the 
phenomenon of evil.  Most of the answers were uncritical and sounded more like a homily.  
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3.3 Both questions were about the Gospel according to St. Luke.  A great number of candidates 
answered question 3a that dealt with the sources behind this Gospel and St. Luke’s main theological 
ideas.  Many candidates answered this question well.  A very small number of candidates answered 
question 3b that asked for a discussion of one of the birth and infancy narratives.  Many of these 
candidates were not attentive to the three main issues set by the question. 
 
4.  Comments regarding Paper 2 
 
4.1 The majority of candidates (101) answered question 1a regarding the four marks of the Church.  
While the answers given were satisfactory when discussing the Church as Apostolic, Catholic and 
Holy, they were rather confusing when dealing with the issue of the Church as One.  Question 1b 
was about the Christian belief in the afterlife.  Only 25 candidates answered it.  Some candidates 
failed completely to explain why.  No reference was made to the Bible and to Christ’s resurrection. 
 
4.2   Equal number of candidates answered question 2a and 2b.  Most answers to question 2a 
regarding the participation in liturgical celebrations and especially the celebration of Sunday focused 
on the material ways of involvement.  It is sad to note that some candidates were unaware of the 
reason why Christians chose Sunday as the holy day. Question 2b was about the structure and the 
spiritual fruits of the Eucharist as the sacrament of fullness of Christian initiation.  Some candidates 
failed to understand the importance of the main structure of the Eucharist.  The answers regarding 
the Eucharist as the fullness of Christian initiation were not that very good.   
 
4.3 Some candidates completely omitted this section on Church history. Most candidates answering 
question 3a regarding the importance of the Second Vatican Council were unable to put this council 
in the right historical perspective.  Most candidates who answered question 3b about Charlemagne’s 
influence on the medieval Church and society described in details the sufferings of the early 
Christians in the amphitheatres of Rome! 
 
5.  Comments regarding Paper 3 
 
5.1 Out of 120 candidates who sat for Paper III only 18 answered question 1a about the right of 
religious liberty.  Some candidates lost track completely of the topic under discussion.  Others wrote 
extensively on the meaning of the rights of the human person underlying the freedom and liberty 
which persons naturally possess.  Quite a good number of the answers referred to the local current 
political and religious scenario.  A good number of answers to question 1b on mortal and venial sin 
and forgiveness were pre-prepared essays.  Very few were creative. 
 
5.2 Two-thirds of the candidates answered question 2a regarding the theological virtues.  The 
answers were quite standard ones.  However, they lacked sound doctrinal reflections on these 
virtues.  Question 2b was about the dignity of human life.  Very few candidates gave sound reasons 
for the respect that the human person has by natural right. 
 
5.3 Question 3a was the most popular question.  The question regarding the Church’s social teaching 
on the responsibilities of Civil Authorities and those of citizens demanded quite some reading.  The 
discussion of some of the more engaging issues of civil rights was of the standard type and with 
rather naïve examples from daily life.  Question 3b asked for an outline of the important events and 
documents in the development of the Church’s social teachings.  The answers were extremely poor.   
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2008 


