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IM Geography 
May 2009 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
A total of 116 candidates sat for the Geography Intermediate. This year the examiners have noticed 
clear improvement in the average marks obtained by candidates in Module 1: Physical Geographical 
Processes. More candidates than in previous years have chosen the fifth optional question from Module 
1. This year all candidates answered a total of five questions. It is hoped that this improvement will 
prove to be consistent.  
 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2009 session. 
 
Table 1: Distribution of Grades awarded in May 2009 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 9 19 31 23 16 12 6 116 
% of Total 7.76 16.38 26.72 19.83 13.79 10.34 5.17 100 

 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance 
 
Section 1: Physical Geographical Processes 
 
Question 1 
Most answers to part (a) were satisfactory although most candidates failed to mention that the trigger 
mechanism for mass movement is the gravitational pull of the earth on soil, rocks, and mud. Answers 
to part (b) were less satisfactory as most candidates had difficulty explaining the geological structure 
on which the mass movements shown in the diagram occur. Most candidates failed to explain the role 
of the steepness and instability of slopes and the amount of water in the material. 
 
Question 2 
Most answers to part (a) of this question were satisfactory with most answers including detailed 
description of the characteristics of constructive and destructive waves. Most answers to part (b) 
however often only included a description of the succession of landforms resulting from erosion on a 
headland starting from a crack, moving on to a cave, arch, stack and stump. Very few candidates 
explained the weathering and erosion processes that lead to the formation of these features. Similarly 
very few candidates who attempted to explain the formation of bays and headlands explained the 
process of wave refraction. The examiners also noted that the term cliff recession was not mentioned 
by any candidate who explained this process. It is important to point out that when a question requires 
candidates to answer “with the help of diagrams” it does not mean that they can answer through the use 
of labelled diagrams only. A written answer is also required. 
 
Question 3 
This was a very popular question amongst candidates. For part (a) of this question, some candidates 
limited their answers to describing the uses of each rock. Very few candidates mentioned the type of 
predominant fossils present in each rock type. For part (b) of this question most candidates are aware of 
the difference between permeable and impermeable rocks. Most could also distinguish between 
permeability in pervious rocks and porous rocks. Some candidates mistakenly consider impermeable 
rocks as synonymous with non-porous rocks. 
 
Section 2: Human Geographical Processes 
 
Question 4 
This was a very popular question. Some answers included excellent interpretation of the population 
pyramids with most answers including very good knowledge of the demographic mechanisms that 
shape the pyramids. The candidates obtaining the best marks also presented case studies as an 
elaboration to the answer. The DTM was also interpreted well and placed into each context properly. 
Some candidates also wrote an introduction and a conclusion combining all four examples. 
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Question 5 
Very few candidates selected this rather straight-forward question. Average answers were given with 
the seasonality of fishing and legislative control and enforcement of laws hardly mentioned in the 
answers. 
 
Question 6 
Most of the answers presented were overall correct with a clear demonstration of the differences 
between site and situation being given. However the factors of nodal point, for site and natural defence 
mechanisms were missing. Elaborate answers were given to the environmental aspects and the 
shrinkage of the natural environment with its implications being tackled prominently in most answers.  
 
Section 3: The Man-Environment Relationship 
 
Question 7 
Candidates answering this question had a good grasp of the erosion theories. In fact some answers 
given went into details pertaining to correct agricultural practices to avoid soil erosion. Answers to part 
(b) combining demographic pressures and soil erosion were excellent showing that candidates are well 
aware of the man-environment relations. 
 
Question 8 
The distinction between all four city types was well understood by most candidates. The better marks 
were obtained by those who attempted to integrate the types of cities to one another although more 
knowledge about foreign cities was expected by the examiners.  
 
Question 9 
This question about intermediate technology was popular and most of the answers given were creative. 
Answers ranged from the standard 'gobal warming' type to the practical use of the bicycle or parts of it 
when not in use as an ambulance. The reasons given for Nepal's demographic situation were also 
properly expressed. Fifty-seven candidates answered this question. 
 
 
Section 4: Fieldwork and Mapwork 
 
Question 10 
For part (a) of this question few candidates gave the correct name of the map. A common wrong 
answer was “contour map”. Answers were more satisfactory for part (b). However many candidates 
wrote that height is shown by numbers rather than contour lines. Many candidates also failed to 
mention that contour lines join places with the same height. Most candidates had difficulty in 
expressing themselves to describe topography and drainage pattern of the area shown on the map. In 
fact, very few candidates made use of the compass points to describe the location of features in relation 
to each other. However most candidates did recognise the topographical features present by observing 
the spacing and shape of the contours. 
 
Question 11 
Most candidates could distinguish clearly between random and systematic sampling for part (a) of this 
question. Most candidates also provided adequate examples of investigations that require either random 
or systematic sampling in part (b). Answers to part (c) were also satisfactory indicating that candidates 
are aware of both the strengths and weaknesses of these sampling techniques described. 
 
Question 12   
Quite a number of candidates had difficulties in formulating a satisfactory null hypothesis. However 
most candidates worked out the Spearman’s Rank Correlation correctly and could explain the meaning 
of the answer obtained.  
 
 
Chairperson 
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