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Language Use September 2009 Mark Scheme 
 
1. Match the spoken item on the left with the most suitable response on the right.  The first 

one has been done for you.                                                             (5 marks: ½ mark each item) 
 
(a) Our plan is a failure. It won’t work. __b__  Help yourself. 

(b) Can I have some more meat? __e__ I could do with one. 

(c) Do you know where the cinema is? __g__ Be my guest. 

(d) We need a decision soon. __k__ Every little helps. 

(e) Cup of tea? __i__ OK. Thanks all the same. 

(f) Do you know the meaning of this word? __j__ I’m all ears. 

(g) Can I use your phone? __f__ Oh! It’s on the tip of my tongue. 

(h) Did you catch the bus? __c__ I’m afraid I haven’t a clue.  I’m lost too! 

(i) Sorry, I can’t come with you. __h__ Yes, by the skin of my teeth. 

(j) I’ve got some news. __a__  Back to square one. 

(k) Sorry, I can’t make a bigger donation. __d__   Let me sleep on it.                               

 

2. Rewrite the following dialogue in indirect speech in the space provided.   

                                                                                                               (5 marks: ½ mark each item) 

John asked Myriam if/whether she had seen the film The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. 

She replied (that) she hadn’t but she was reading the book. 

John wondered whether/if she would lend it to him when she finished it. [Do not accept ‘could’] 

• Penalise by ½ mark over all for any additional punctauation marks. 

 

3. Punctuate the following.  Rewrite in the space provided.           (5 marks: ½ mark each item) 
1“2Why don3’t you come over to my place on 4Saturday5, 6Mary7?8” 9John asked10. 

• Penalise by ½ mark if John and Mary are used as one name Johnmary. 

• Do not accept indirect speech version of the sentence. 

 

4. Complete the following text by forming ONE word from the one in brackets.  The first one 
has been done for you.                                                                    (5 marks: ½ mark each item) 

1. publisher/s 6. successful 

2. enigmatic 7. eagerly 

3. originally 8. rejoicing 

4. education 9. financial 

5. famous 10. charitable 
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5. Put the verbs in brackets in the correct form.  The first one has been done for you. 
                                                                                                                                                                 (5 marks: ½ mark each item) 

1. was regarded 6. will be given 
2. was aimed / had been 

aimed 
7. will learn, are going to 

learn 
3. has led 8. had been adopted 
4. are given 9. would/might not have 
5. is not taught 10. is hoped 

 
6. Insert ONE word in each blank.  The first one has been done for you.  

                                                                                                               (5 marks: ½ mark each item) 

1. granted 6. living 
2. example, instance,  7. known 
3. without 8. where 
4. further 9. nowadays, today, mainly [Do not 

accept ‘though’.] 
5. before / without 10. coming, invention, advent 

 
7.  Fill in the blanks in the following e-mail with the correct form of five phrasal verbs chosen    
from the box.  The first one has been done for you.                                                 (5 marks) 
 

1. pull off 4. comes along 
2. meeting up 5. pick up 
3. head towards  

 
8. Fill in each space with a suitable question tag.  The first one has been done for you. 
  (5 marks) 

1. didn’t they? 4. won’t you? / will you? 
2. shall we? 5. aren’t I? 
3. would you?  

 
9. Fill in with a suitable preposition.  The first one has been done for you. 
                                                                                                               (5 marks: ½ mark each item) 

1. for 6. on 
2. by 7. among 
3. across, in, from 8. to 
4. of 9. by 
5. in 10. for 

 
 
10. Fill in with one word. (5 marks) 
 

1. end 4. earth 
2. board 5. ears 
3. point  

 


